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How Nikki 
mends her 
broken heart 


Nowitzki shines 
in clutch, lifts Mavs 
to 2-1 lead over Spurs 


Young pianist impresses 
” Licad in Ilocos concert 


By Cristina Arzadon 
PDINorthern Luzon Bureau 


PIDDIG, ILOCOS NORTE—THE NEXT CECILE LI- 
сай could be an llocana. 

Blanca Montañez, 14, is from Piddig, a small 
historic town in Ilocos Norte better known as the 
seat of the Basi Revolt. 
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Eastern Samar: 
Beyond typhoons, 
NPA guerrillas 


Skin whiteners may be 
dangerous to your beauty 


MAKHAM KHU, THAI- 
land— The cream that Pa- 
nya Boonchun applied to 
her face and neck was. 
supposed to transform 
her into a white-skinned 
beauty, the kind she saw 


MAG PAPAYA 
SOAP NA LANG 


At Licad’s concert on April 30 at the Paoay 
Church, which opened the Filipino Heritage Festi- 
YOUNG/ A23 
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and on television. 
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93rd leftist leader killed 


1% Military 
crackdown 
or CPP 
purge? 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNAN- 
do--Just a day after 
Malacafiang ordered a 
thorough inquiry into 
the unabated killing of 
militants, assassins pos- 
ing as customers shot 
dead a Bayan Muna 
leader after ordering 
beers in a videoke bar. 


The murder of Bayan Muna co- 
ordinator Manuel Nardo on Sat- 
urday night in this Pampanga city 
brought to at least 123 the num- 
ber of leftist activists killed since 
President Macapagal-Arroyo took 
office in 2001, according to ап IN- 
шава count. Of that figure, 93 
were Bayan Muna members. 

Nardo was also the fourth mili- 
tant to die by an assassin's hand 
in five days. 

Militant groups denounced the 
latest violence as part of an alleged 
military "cleansing" of leftist ele- 
ments. The military claimed the 
killings were a sequel to the Com- 
тїшїї Party of the Philippines’ 
purge of its ranks in the 1980s. 

“Bayan Muna leaders are being 
killed like chickens ... They are 
dropping dead like fies,” Bayan 
Muna secretary general Robert de 
Castro said in a phone interview. 

A human rights group said the 
two killers posed as customers of a 
videoke bar belonging to Nardo's 
mother and ordered beer when 
they walked in at around 9:30 p.m. 

Since there was no beer, Nardo 
went out to get some from a nea 
bystore. 

‘The two men followed him and 
one of them shot Nardo in the 
neck with a 45-cal. pistol, ac- 
cording to the Karapatan group. 

As Nardo fell, he was shot three. 
more times in the abdomen, 

‘93RD LEFTIST/ A23 


website: wwwing7.net 


2 chambers 
of Congress 
seen to clash 
on priorities 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and T] Burgonio 


IT WILL BE "TOTAL WAR" BET- 
‘ween the legislative and execu- 
tive branches when Congress re- 
sumes sessions today, says Rep. 
Roilo Golez. 

Congress itself is of two minds 
on priorities іп the nine remaining 
days before it adjourns sine die. 

Charter change—endorsed by 
180 members—is on top of the 
agenda of the House of Represen- 
tatives leadership. 

For the Senate, the main con- 

сет is passing the longdelayed 
P1.053-trillion national budget for 
this year "This is our top priority 
and we have no excuse not to pass 
it,” said Sen. Joker Arroyo. 
3 The budget was approved by the 
House only on April 4, on the eve 
of the long Lenten recess—five 
months late. In the past, the House 
usually transmitted the approved 
budget by November in time for its 
passage before the yearend. 

Under the proposed budget, the 
Department of Education was al- 
lotted the lion's share of P119.1 bil- 
lion, followed by the Department 
of Public Works and Highways, 
P62.3 billion; Department of Na- 
tional Defense, P46.6 billion; De- 
partment of Agriculture, P15.6 bil- 
lion; Department of Transportation 
and Communications, P14.3 bil- 
lion, and the Department of 
Health, P10.6 billion. 
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GUARDED MOMENTS REUTERS 
Children wait next to a soldier before entering a mobile clinic run jointly by the US military and the Armed Forces of the Philippines in Barangay Luuk 
on elo island. More than 1,000 people gathered at a school in Luuk to receive free medical services, including minor operations and dental surgery. 


*Caloy' casualty in Bicol feared big waves 


month and he (the boss) would пос 
let go of him," Annabelle, eldest 
daughter of Magdaraog, told the In- 
Quin between sobs, 

‘The outrigger, which plied the 
Masbate-Pilar route, sank on Fri- 
day morning. 

"The overall storm casualty tol 
compiled by the Ingunen from offi- 
cial sources and from its correspon- 


Con-ass bid could mean Senate days numbered 


By Amando Doronila 


‘The man was Wilfredo Mag- 
daraog, who was actually a bus 
inspector of Lobrigo Bus Lines but. 
was temporarily assigned as ап 
LEGAZPI CITY—ONE OF THE 27 inspector on the Mae-Ann S by its 
people who died when the motor- owners, who also owned the bus 
boat Mae-Ann S sank at the - firm. 

height of storm “Caloy” didn't “Му fathers boss said he would 
want to be at sea because he was be working on the boat for only one 
afraid of big waves week but it had already been one 


By Ephraim Aguilar 
and Michael Jaucian 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


dents in the field stood yesterday at 
37. They included 10 people who 
were killed by falling trees and 
walls or who were electrocuted 

elsewhere in Bicol and the Visayas. 
Annabelle, 29, said іп a mobile 
phone interview that her father 
had long been asking his boss, Lo- 
brigo, to transfer him back to his 
CALOYIA? 


session in July, she said it could al- 
ready convene as a constituent as- 
sembly to consider a revision of the 
Constitution to make way for the 
shift to а parliamen- 


the Arroyo administration, whose 
preferred option for Charter 
change is the constituent assem- 

bly rather than the constitutional 
tary system with a uni- 


convention favored 
л ANALYSIS 
cameral legislature. 


by most senators. 

Santiago was the 

The statement had a seismic first senator to indicate support 

political effect in that it aligned for the House interpretation of 
her with the point of view held by 
the House of Representatives and 


vote of three-fourths of all its 
members" may consider constitu- 
tional amendments. 

‘The House leadership argues 
that amendments may be made 
by a three-fourths vore of 
Congress voting as a constituent 
assembly. Senators argue that the 
vote should be done separately in. 
each chamber. 

In supporting the constituent 


assembly mode, Santiago quali- 
fied that the issue be first re- 
solved by the Supreme Cour. 
This caveat did not, however, 
stop her Senate colleagues From 

stigmatizing her as a heretic. 
What jolted them was that 
Santiago rubbed salt in the 
wound by delivering the blast 
that she believed that some sena- 
CONASS/ A20 


10 YEARS OF CHAOS IN CHINA iE 


Tragedy of Cultural Revolution recalled do 


BEUING—FORTY YEARS AGO ON TUESDAY, 
Chairman Mao Zedong unleashed China's in- 
famous Cultural Revolution—a decade of ter- 
ror and violence that continues to haunt both 
she country and its people. 

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, 
now officially referred to as “10 years of catas- 

“trophe,” was to unravel in a disaster that 
claimed millions of lives and pushed China to 
the brink of economic and social collapse. 

The movement officially began on May 16, 
1966, with a directive from Chinese Commu- 
nist Party (ССР) chief Mao charging that “rep- 
resentatives of the bourgeoisie" had infiltrat- 
ed all levels of the party and intended to es- 
tablish a “dictatorship.” 

The motives for the Cultural Revolution's 
launch are complex, although Mao's intention 
to eliminate people who threatened him po- 
litically is now seen as a stronger reason than 
his apparent desire to create social equality 
through eradication of a new class of ex- 
ploitative bureaucratic rulers, 

"Mao told people that he wanted to realize 
a fair and equal society. He deceived people 
by saying that (inequality) was due to his ene- 

TRAGEDY/ AIL 


USUALLY А PROVOCATIVE PER- 
son, Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santi- 
ago last week startled friends and 
foes alike with a statement (һас 
sounded like she was starting the 
countdown for the demise of the 
Philippine Senate by July next 
year. 


Article 17 of the Constitution pro- 
When Congress opens its third 


viding that “Congress, upon a 


ES 


CHINESE Red Guards and students, waving copies of Mao Zedong's "Li parade in Beijing 


AFAMILY photo in Luohe City's Мапўе village in Henan, 
atthestartofthe Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in this photo taken 20 years ago. 


where Mao is still highly revered. 
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FORECAST. Western section of Luzon wil experience rains and Tuguegarao Ooudy wih Paas Baba 2227 
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Da Vinci Code’ Everest teams begin final 
will strengthen 


faith, says expert Push for top of the world 


By Alcuin Papa Sunday or Monday to begin his lo since descendi 

WITH THE MOVIE “THE DA VIN- banned. d UNDER зу gin pen Fede scending at 
ci Code” nearing its showing date A Catholic Philippines has also AND THEY'RE OFE Ты тек peces л 
in Manila on May 18, а Filipino probably prompted movie produc- 3 с , аша fiel Jaen: EH ыва ава ed уа 
Bible expert of the Catholic er Sony Pictures to announce that Two teams that are attempting to climb Mt. Base Camp (5,400 m or 17,700 fi) had already started their own push 


Church, which had branded the "The Da Vinci Code" had been ap- i üntain i before thelr assault on the summit. for the summit from Base Camp. 
film as blasphemous, welcomed proved for exhibition in 36 coun- Everest, the highest mountain in the world at е summit, for the summit from Base Camp. 


2 2 Both teams had made it to Camp 3 The ЕРМЕЕ had originally sched- 
Sm ре yesterday because he ties, including predominantly 29,035 feet, started over the weekend their his- (6828 mor 223761) in the past шей their Everest climb for 2007. 


believed it would redound to the Catholic Spain, France and Foland. toric trek from Everest Base Camp. few weeks. But when they heard Garduce was 
good of the religion. The movie was deemed "suit- Aside from resting, the three climbing this year they sent their 
“The Catholic Church will come able for all ages” in most of these Leo Oracion, one-half of the that with their eventual success, ће climbers had been waiting for good two strongest climbers, Oracion, 
‘out a much stronger Church after countries, the studio claimed in Philippine expedition climbing Mt. country would be united. weather and the fixing of ropes оп and Emata, to try to reach the peak: 
this controversy" said Fr Regino statement. Everest, left Base Camp last Satur- Regie Pablo, FPMEE team leader, the upper sections of the Southeast this year as a sort of "reconnais- 
Cortes, the only Filipino member Cortes, 64, author of the book day (Philipine time) to begin his told the voumen thathe was ableto route, specifically from Camp 4 sanceciimb'forthe2007 attempt, 
Gf the Vatican's Pontifical Biblical “The Da Vinci Code: An Exegetical assault on the summit. His partner, talk to Emata before the latter left (8,000 m or 26,000 8) to a place In August of last year, Oracion, 
Commission. “We've been through Review” which disputes literary, Pastor Emata, wil start his own trek Base Camp to join Oracion. called the Balcony near the summit. and Emata managed to summit Mt 
‘worse controversies before.” historical and theological passages today and will meet up with Ora- “Не (Emata) said he is in good Тһе fixed ropes will hopefully be in Muztagh-Ata (24,758 ft) in the Hir; 
The Hollywood adaptation of іп the novel, noted the movie cionalong the route. health and his confidence level is place by May 16. malayan range and set the record! 
рап Browns best-selling novel of wouldhavealongerreachthanthe | Тһе two adventure racers are very high. He is also asking for _ Camp 4 is considered the Death for the highest altitude reached by a; 
the same title suggests, among oth- novel, said to have sold more than members of the First Philippine Mt. prayers. So far, the weather is good Zone where oxygen deprivation Filipino. 
er things deemed heretical by the 40 million copies worldwide. Everest Expedition (FPMEE) and and we hope that it will hold ull due to the extremely high altitude Тһе record was broken a month! 
Church a relationship between Je- Inthe final analysis, he said, the аге considered the two strongest they reach the summit,” Pablo said. will push the climbers’ bodies tothe later when Garduce reached the: 
sus Christ and Магу Magdalene}, controversy generated by Brown climbers in the team. He added that it would take limit Once the teams reach Camp реак of Mt. Cho-Oyu (26,906 ft) 
Last week, the Catholic Bishops should encourage the faithful to In an interview with ABS-CBN, three to four days of trekking to 4, they wil rest for a few hours and the sixth-highest mountain in 
Conference of the Philippihes come up with а much better which is supporting the team, an reach the summit of Mt. Everest then start their final push for the world. 
called on Catholics to affirm the Church. emotional Oracion said he wanted from Base Camp. summit at midnight to try to reach Тһе FPMEE is being supported: 
hs of their faith in the wake of “The Catholic Church will sur- to show the world that Filipinos Meanwhile, another climber Ro- the summit the next moming. This by ABS-CBN while Garduce is be- 
the controversy. But it didn't say if vive as it has always done,” Cortes were capable of achieving great mi Garduce, an IT professional in wil allow the climbers to start heir ing backed by rival network 
it preferred to have the movie said. Christian V Esguerra feats. He also expressed his wish his 30s, is setto leave Base Campon descent in the afternoon of the fol- | GMAT. 


Asean economic execs begin 3-day meet Pacific planholders 


ECONOMIC MINISTERS FROM  Favila said the meeting will cembertostart phasinginafree- what products to include, with d t th t 
the Association of Southeast cover issues of “intra-Asean eco- trade agreement from July this South Korea initially hesitant on ecry arres rea 
‘Asian Nations (Asean) will gather nomic integration and integra- year. cutting tariffs on rice, a key agri- Н г 
in Manila today for a three-day tion with free trade agreement | However, the talks hit a snag cultural export for pee: By Alcuin Papa. nies, said they filed the libel cases 
meeting with economic integra- partners" in March over tariffs on sensitive tries, officials say. against the group last November 
тт Wade issues topping the ‘The ministers are expected to. items such as food products for The proposed accord specifies „FIRST THEY TOOK OUR, MONEY. because PPI officials “have to de- 
agenda. discuss progress towards imple- Asean and automobiles, steel that South Korea and each Now they want to send us to jail.” fend ourselves. 
endo ceting was to have tak. menting ah Asean Economic and mobile phones for South Ko- Asean country may choose upto | This was the response of plan... "Wk sat only take so much. But: 
en place on the resort island of Community (AEC) and a free rea. 40 items that could be excluded holders of troubled pre-need firm we went the legal way for redress., 
Boracay, but was cancelled at trade agreement (ЕТА) with Under the proposed deal, from tariff reductions for an un- Pacific Plans Inc. (PPI) after Let the case go its normal course: 
the last minute when trüpical,;SóuthKorea.] '... = South Korea and six more-devel- specified period. learning that warrants of arrest and let the courts now decide; 
storm Caloy ripped through the Тайе. department. officials oped Asean countries--Brunei, Asean already has negotiated had been issued against them. whether our detractors are guilt oF 
country on Friday, leaving at said earlier that an agreement Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philip. а free trade deal with China, and Philip Piccio, president of the not,” Gimenez said in a statement? 
least 35 dead. Could be signed at the close of pines, Singapore and Thailand is aiming to create the worlds Parents Enabling Parents Coali- Aside from Piccio, the other ac? 
"We had wanted to give the the three-day meeting. Pi vere expected to start cutting biggest free trade zone by 2010 боп (PEP) Coalition, said the cused were Mia Gatmaytan, Ma. 
ministers a relaxed atmosphere Details of the Asean-South tariffs from July. with a combined population of Warrants of arrest issued against Anabela Relova Santos, John. 
for their annual informal brain- Korea FTA have yet to be final- The deal was to come into full nearly two billion people. 16 PEP officers was the result of Joseph Gutierez, Jeselyn Upano, 
Storming and strategy-setting ized and it is not known what effect with the other four Asean Japan, meanwhile, is also try- 22t libel cases fled against them Jose Dizon, Rolando Pareja, Wenina 
session,” Trade Secretary Peter products will be covered or members — Cambodia, Laos, ing to push for individual FTAs by PPI, which is owned by the Bonifacio, Elvira Cruz, Comelio: 
See id a statement Sum when the agreement will take Myanmar and Vietnam — at a with a number of Asean mem- Yuchengeo family. Zafra, Vicente Ortueste, Victoria 
day. “But when Caloy hit we effect. later date. bers, including the Philippines , “This is the Mothers Day git Gomez Jacinto, Jurencio Pereche, 
thought it best to move the South Korea and Asean But fine-tuning of the accord and Vietnam, among others. fromthe Yuchengcos to the mothers Ricardo Loyares, Peter Suchianco 
meeting to Manila." signed an agreement last De- has met with problems over App in our group. First, they took our and Trennie Monsod. a 
money and now they want to send Gimenez said the PEP Coalition. 
us, ordinary fathers and mothers attacked YGC and its major stock- 


‘F who are fighting for the future of holders on its website (wwwpep- 
ТІ тее our children, to jail,” Piccio told the — coalition.org), at press conferences 
INQUIRER. and in interviews to the media. The 
MANA EN سا‎ a td Piccio said their group would not articles in the website were “false 

— Your Best Source of Quality М MachinesinAsia Ka Веі be абе to pos йе P3000 ba aniwiboutfscualbass, he said 
ља سے‎ bond each. “We are all in dire straits In April 2005, PPI filed for reha- 
b ө | =_= шшы b il after we had to borrow money to bilitation before a Makati City court 
on al pay for our children's tuition after claiming it could no longer fulfill its 


the company reneged on its con- obligations due to rising tuition 
THE INTER-PARLIA- tract to pay that. Now we have rates. But the planholders opposed 
mentary Union called nothing for the bail bond. the move. The two sides tried to ne- 
, , з оп the Philippine gov- ^ However Piccio said they would  gotiate a settlement but the talks 
(Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday) emment to free de- continue their fight. “These (arrest bogged down. 
Sale Starts at 8:00 a.m. tained Anakpawis warrants) will not stop us.” Last April, Makati City Judge 


Equipgmen GETTING THE MACHINE YOU NEED HAS NEVER BEEN THIS EASY! abe = Ыхы He Med bep а, 
OVER 1,800 ITEMS TO BE SOLD | bail, atthe doseofhe Advertising Agency a member of availing planholders up to P20,000 


= 2 groups summit іп the Yuchengco Group of Compa- ayearintuition support until 2010. 
4-DAY Inspection Dates: f Kenya last Friday. 


PUBLIC AUCTION MAY 20, 21,22 & 23 , «5 | have no inside info 


(Saturday, Sunday, Monday & Tuesday) ing for Beltran's re- 


е upon the recom- 1 1 
STYLE . vests Fa 0 RADA lease upon di on ‘jueteng ЕЕ Chavit 


mendation of its hu- 
man rights committee. 
Тез || andon the motion of SAYING HE HAD NO INSIDE IN- and President Macapagal-Arroyo 


ў Filipino parliamentar- formation about “jueteng,” Ilocos 10 el the truth about each other's 
eed ians, Senate Minority Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson re- activities. 
са U^ e Leader Aquilino Pi- fused to accept former President He said Singson knew about the 
теше! J said yester- Joseph Estrada's challenge that illegal activities of Ms Arroyo, 
day. he reveal what he knows about which was why the governor had 
‘Senate President First Gentleman Jose Miguel Аг. threatened to withdraw support 
Franklin Drilon and royo's alleged involvement in the from her if she entered into а deal 
Senators Panfilo Lac- illegal numbers game. with the former president that 
son and Pia Cayetano Singson, who had exposed could lead to his acquittal. 
also attended the Estrada's alleged receipt of kick- But the Ilocos Sur governor уе5- 
summit. backs from jueteng and the tobac- terday warned that Ms Arroyo 
Beltran is facing re- co excise taxes of Ilocos Sur that would lose her supporters if she 
bellion charges in con- Jed to the later’ ouster instead be- entered into a deal that would ех- 
nection with the al- litled Estrada's challenge. onerate Estrada. 
leged plot by an al "Erap seems to equate truth "We all want justice to run its, 
lance of rightist sol. with political convenience, or else full course. Every right minded Fil 
diers and communist why would he dare me to reveal іріпо would agree with me that an 
rebels to oust Presi- the First Gentleman's links to ille- acquittal resulting from a deal is a 
dent MacapagalAr gal gambling like jueteng?” travesty of justice; President Ar- 
royo. He has been de- Singson said ina statement. "Ihave royo would therefore lose her p 
tained since he was no inside information as regards cious base of support if she lets it 
arrested on Feb. 25 jueteng operations and, therefore, happen” Singson said. 
during the state of his attempt to paint my image asa Аз for Estrada's challenge to Ms, 
emergency declared blackmailer is totally absurd.” | Arroyo to fle charges against 
by the President. Singson claimed Estrada had Singson for the latter’s accumulat- 
Pimentel last week tried to pay him off to keep his ed cash advances from the tobacco 
argued before the IPU mouth shut. excise tax, he said there were no 
а: the case of Beltran Тһе fact is he made several at- such advances. ЖЕЛЕ 
and the five other par- tempts to buy my silence but 1 “There is no truth to that. His 
Lower Mau Camp, Argonaut Hi-way, Subic Bay Freeport Zone Ng ORIK METRO list lawmakers who came ош with the truth about his own men had peddled this lie for. 
Tel н: (63-47) 252-3333 * Fax #: (63-47) 252-6840 . (63-47) 252-1441 ORIX METRO Tel: (02) 858-8888] had been slapped ilegal activities and the rest is his- years but up to now, they have not: 
with the same tory"hesaid. filed any case against me,” said 
Charges. T/Burgunio Earlier, Estrada dared Singson Singson. Leila B, Salaverria 
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Gas, LPG prices up 


ES 1 М f 
cu сат occ pepe Entrust your child's future 
raised fuel prices by 50 centavos a partment of Energy, the regional 

liter and cooking gas prices by50 benchmark Dubai crude shot up 


L . 
centavosa kilogram. to an average of $66.17 a barrel | А th S I 
Oil refiner Pilipinas Shell as of May 11 from an April aver- | wi . 


Petroleum Corp. led the price age of 564.14 a barrel. 
hike, raising gasoline, diesel and Since the start of the year oil fims 
kerosene prices by 50 centavosa have hiked gasoline prices nine 
liter and liquefied petroleum gas times by a total of P4.50 a liter 
(LPG) prices by 50 centavosa kg Diesel and kerosene prices have 
at 12:01 a.m. Sunday. risen 10 times by а total of PS a liter 
No. 1 player Petron Corp. and These пем price adjustments 
pure product importer Chevron bring premium unleaded gasoline 
Philippines Inc. increased prices prices to between P38.79 and P40.26 
of the same products by the same а liter, diesel to between P33.79 and 
levels at 6 a.m. the same day. P35.42 a liter, and kerosene to bet- 
New player Eastern Petroleum ween P36.60 and P39 a liter 
Corp. implemented a similar LPG prices now range from 
price increase at noon Sunday P421.19 to P486.16 рег 11-kg 
Flying V and Seaoil Petroleum cylinder. 
Corp. increased prices at 12:01 All the prices are inclusive of 
am. today followed by Unioil the 12-percent value-added tax. 
Petroleum Philippines Inc. and To- Abigail L. Ho 


Like any parent, you only want the best for your child. Let STI help ensure. 
your child's solid educational foundation through its nationwide network 
of preparatory schools, elementary schools and high schools. 


р With over 23 years of providing quality ICT and 1CT-enhanced education, 

ur personal support aid ў STI bangs із academic expertise о the prep and basic education levels 

a ] бош is unique ACE Program. ST' ACE program synergizes all facets 

ғ 1 f leaming to empower your child to achieve his maximum potential, and 
prepare him for lelong leaming. 


Academic Co-Curricular 


(Intellectual) (Emotional) 
Ө Enrichment 


(Technological) 


Prep School 
Grade School 
("High School” 


PREP SCHOOL & GRADE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL 
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The years you've spent rearing your kids 
should reflect on your children's behavior, 
not on your figure. Come to Marie France 
and get a body that is far better than the 
first time your man saw you. Just like Dawn 
| and Lyn, you too can turn your flabs, sags 
and cellulite into curves he surely can't resist. 
Experience Marie France and uncover a 
slimmer and shapelier mother in you. 


With Marie France, you will love your 
new sexy body. So will he. 


CALL 
894-BODY (2639). 


MAKATI , ORTIGAS. TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG SHAW CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA " TEL: 961-2981 CEBU * TEL: 233-7637 ,. 


An Urgent Appeal to our People: 
THIS IS OUR LAST CALL 


Over the past weeks, The Consumer & Oil Price Watch (COPW) has continuously urged 
the Filipino people to join in the discussions and debates regarding Charter Change. 


The support and positive response to our call for public information and participation has been 
overwhelming with over 3,000 responses through text messages, phone calls, faxes, and emails. 


THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN. 


90*; are AGAINST the Transitory Provisions and WANT Elections in May 2007 under 
the Current Presidential or the Proposed Parliamentary System. 


A staggering 90% of all respondents rejected the four (4) previously published Transitory Provisions 
of the Draft Constitution that would CANCEL the elections for senators, congressmen, and local 
elections scheduled in May 2007 and would EXTEND the terms of office of these elected officials. 


People WANT ELECTIONS in May 2007. 
They don't want officials taking office without benefit of election and serving until 2010. 


— 


People's Initiative is not the right way to amend the Constitution. 
The way proponents of Cha-cha are undertaking People's Initiative is so simplistic, 
while the issues concerning Cha-cha is much more complex. 


Furthermore, the Supreme Court has yet to decide on the legality of People's Initiative. 
COPW appeals to the Supreme Court to finally end the confusion brought about by 
People's Initiative and once and for all decide on its legality. 


COPW will ask the COMELEC if they have begun counting and comparing the signature campaign 
being done by the proponents of People's Initiative. COPW will also be examining the forms they 
are asking people to sign, and if so this information be made PUBLIC at the Barangay Level 
within City and Province. 


The COPW has always maintained that the only legal, viable and DEMOCRATIC way 
to amend the Constitution is through a Constitutional Convention (CON-CON). 
Amendments to the Constitution must be studied and reviewed by delegates 
who will be elected by the people from various fields of specialization. 


COPW recommends that the Con-Con to culminate in a National Referendum coinciding with 
the May 2007 elections. 


If we are to elect delegates who will preside in the Constitutional Convention, 
~-~ COPW.again appeals-that electoral Reforms must be in place NOW. 
е desperately need a credible and independent COMELEC. Only when our people are.convinced., 
that elections are clean, honest and free from anomaly will they respect ANY results. 7177 


COPW reiterates that a shift from Presidential to a Parliamentary system 
will NOT be the solution to our problems. 


In order for our country to genuinely prosper, 
Change must come from ALL our POLITICAL LEADERS. 


* We appeal to our leaders' sense of statesmanship and nationalism. 
Set aside personal conflicts and put NATIONAL INTEREST over and above personal agenda. 


Our people deserve nothing less. 


Even as Congress will again adjourn on June 10 and reconvene in July, we repeat our appeal to 
our countrymen that there is a greater need for vigilance. Congress should hear the people's 
voice. And the people should make their voice heard. 


Let the true will of the People prevail. 
Make our democracy work. For our future. For the people. 


MAKE YOUR VOICE BE HEARD. 


. Ashift from the Presidential to Parliamentary is NOT the solution to our problems. 
O YES, І agree. 
П NO, І do not agree. 


. Change must come from ALL our Political Leaders. 
O YES, | agree. 
O NO, І do not agree. 


. Genuine election reforms must be in place NOW. 
YES, І agree. 
O NO, І do not agree. 


. If there are changes needed in the Constitution, it should be amended through: 
П a signature campaign known as People's Initiative. 
П a Constitutional Convention. 


Send your answers to our Special Cha-Cha Information Hotline numbers. 
Please include your name, address, age, barangay, city or province. 


Call 812-6595 or 844-7256 • Fax to 818-8285 
Text to 0917-8103363 “ Email to rtcGcii.com.ph 


This ad will appear in major tabloids and provincial newspapers nationwide. 
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Chairman 


308 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave. Makati, Metro Manila, Philippines 
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ў THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS HAS SEIZED A 

P70-million shipment of misdeclared and un- 
dervalued steel bars from China at the Port of 
Manila. 

The shipment, consigned to Kingson In- 
ternational Trading Corp., would have 
cost the government P6.7 million in lost 
axes and duties had it not been appre- 
hended. 

Customs Commissioner Napoleon Morales 
said the shipment was declared to be round 
bars used as raw materials and priced at only 
50.22 each. Upon inspection, however, (һе à j Ж 

teel bars were found to be finished products s Г i 8 
valued at $0.48 cach. Ё à E. 

"The items were misdeclared and grossly 3 Я Чч m 
undervalued... That's technical smuggling, VE f 
Morales said in a phone interview. Б i 4 opt » pa 

Hesaid as tipped off about the GREAT В DES 2005 ЕАН Е J AY y j a У Fi CE шаў 
shipment by informants in the private sector. EY wd, AM Б TE pi 

5 lbs. of fat. 
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Half of the steel bar shipment had been tak- 
еп out of the Port of Manila on Friday when 
the diserepancies were discovered. Customs 
agents went after the shipment and recovered 1 
most of it as of yesterday. FE т 

Morales ordered the bureau personnel who 


processed the shipment and allowed is: | ЙЫ O MO KA » LY DU E © 


He said the b ld also go after th a : 
Нез he ршен would ера ае. | CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. 


declared steel bars. 
“We cannot let them do this. Otherwise, 
our collections would not be as good as they 


canbe,” he said. SLIMMERS WORLD 
FACE & SKIN CLINIC 


BUY 15 TREATMENTS | 
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Per DTCNCR Permit Мо, 2787. Series of 2008 


FITNESS & SKIN HOTLINE %. mni ЛОМ: jin: 


"ыш ЧЫН . GET 5 FREE 


‘SPORTY GATE-TYPE 
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION 


EFFICIENT INSTRUMENT PANEL | 


ROOMY, FUNCTIONAL 
‘ELEGANT INTERIOR. 


PASSENGER 
P SAFETY AIRBAGS 


THE GRANDEST SUV, ALL- NEW GRAND VITARA% 


Built for both on-road and off-road use, this new generation Suzuki Grand Vitara packs power as well аз prestige 
Built fer both Onde із engineered to maximize cost performance with Its smooth and quiet responso, lts d-moday 
oS Bowers ай four wheels at all umes for outstanding performance on and off-road. Tho all-new, Grand Ward 

аха "wt for extreme durabiity and safety with a Built-in Ladder [rame that reinforces its compact and ruggedd 

Бобу And, wih fully Independent suspension, you get smoother, more responsive power over the road or off 
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It's all about accessorizing your home. 


Flat is beautiful. Flat is the ultimate design in air conditioning systems. 
N A Flat Panel means there are no ridges in the grill that can gather dust 
or grime. A Flat Panel blends, in with the elegant interior design 


and ambience of your home or place of business. 


Dr ko 


It's all about intelligent cooling. 


The Carrier Xpression is not just form but substance too. Here is where engineering is at its best. 
It has a 7mm Super-Conductive Lanced Sine Wave Fin Surface that speeds up the rate that 
heat is taken out of any room. Moisture that slows down the ability to absorb additional heat 7 
slides right off the coils of the Xpression's Hydrophilic Evaporator: The Turbo Cool and Powerful Mode i 


features enable the unit to go full blast, cooling a room in less than 60 seconds. , £ 


] 


ie Face it, there's nothing like knowing 
X re S S l O n | you own the best. Whether it is aesthetics or 
4 the latest in technology. Breathing clean air or 
really silent cooling. What may be regarded 


Yo иги Iti mate s p | it. as tho best air-conditioning system is 


the best reward you can give yourself. 


t's all about breathing clean. 


IIO Not just a lotof cool air, butalot oí dean, cool air. The Carrier Xpression has 
5 exclusive features designed todo justthat. A Washable Anti-Mold Filter screens out harmful 
^" — mold, dust and pollen. A Photo-Catalytic Filter removes harmful gases and 
chemicals in the air. A Charcoal Filter neutralizes cooking odor and cigarette smoke. 
An Electrostatic Dust Collector catches airborne allergens like dust mites, pollen and dog dander. 


And an Anti-Bacterial Blower Fan and Drain Pan inhibit the growth of bacteria and fungi. 


It's all about rewarding yourself. | : 


The Carrier Xpression is in itself the ultimate assurance of quality in 


air conditioners. And no one deserves this more than yourself. So go ahead. 


Indulge yourself. The Carrier Xpression is truly your own just reward. : У 
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'REVIVE YOUR PHILAMLIFE Й 


су үз, INSURANCE NOW! 


the hest. cases. 7, Lower cost this May plus 
ae e a chance to win 
сұлы” P100,000! 


Call (02) 528-2040 now. 


*Relnstatement is subject to applicable terms and conditions 
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The No. 1 life insurance company is also the first and only financial institution to receive 3 Platinum awards.” 
[ШЕТ 
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So Canon | 


Delighting You Always | 


Unleash a world of possibilities 
with PIXMA Photo Printers. 


Wallet-size print 


For greater efficiency and 
photo lab-quality prints 


Feel the rush of excitement when you turn on PIXMA 
Whether it's print speed, image quality or phi 
Canon leads the race. Enjoy versatili 

Media Handling features and a broad: 

sizes from A4 to mini stickers. Plus boost 
efficiency v 

you print, copy, 

the possibilities аг 


1 
^1 Experience and enjoy 
o К жш 
3 3 ач заб бб 

и 


090101430106, 


un ші. 


Features avallable on selected models only. 


Always use PIXMA printer with genuine Canon inks and photo papers for optimum quality prints. “ 7 
Insist on an original warranty Issued by Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 1 


contre PictBridge 
Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 
ФЕ Marvin Plaza, 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue cor. У.А. Rufino St., Makati City Tels.: 884-9000 - Fax: 810-9797 - info@canon.com.ph * www.canon.com.ph 


Available at: 
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CREATE YOUR FUTURE NOW! 
BE А шағалы 


Offers For School Year 2006-2007 | 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MONDAY, MAY 15, 2006 


Runway repair ahead of sked 


THE REPAIR WORK 
on runway 13/31 of 
the Ninoy Aquino In- 
ternational Airport 
may be completed 
sooner than its Octo- 
ber 2006 deadline, 
The rehabilitation 
of the runway, which 
services ^ domestic 
flights out of Naia Cen- 
tennial Terminal and 
the Manila Domestic 
‘Terminal, is 34 percent 


‘The cutting edge technology in electric motors brings you... 


© Lowlife cycle cost 


Low noise & vibration level, 


% Compliance with global 
standards. 


© Customized engineering 


* Robust well-proven mechanical AR EBES Motor 


design complete, | Alfonso 
азарын лаш Cusi, Manila Intema- 

Keep your business running- Any power, any application tional Airport Authori- 
ty chief, said yesterday. 


i FOR BACHELORS DEGREE HOLDERS: 


А 4-year Course in Law leading to the 
,, degree of Juris Doctor OD) 


2 A S-year Executive Course in Law with 

classes on Saturdays and Sundays only, 

* leading to the degree of Juris Doctor 
) Я 


- A 2-year Course in Law leading to the 
degree of Associate in Laws (LLA) 


t FOR UNDERGRADUATES: ; 


te A 4-year Course leading to the degree 
of Bachelor in Paralegal Studies (BPS) > 


ENROLLMENT STARTS 
MAY 15, 2006 


Other courses offered: Accountancy & 
Business Arts, Architecture, Criminology, 
Education, Engineering, Graduate Studies, 
Information Technology and Kinder, 
Elementary & High School 
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SCHOOL OF LAW 
GRAND ALUMNI HOMECOMING 
ОМ MAY 27,2006 sx! 
AT WACKNACK GOLF. & COUNTRY CLUB 


Wenilde С. Hernandez: Bil lace. 


ied 
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DAS зні lace - Edison F. Quinn 1997 NG йш, 
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‘or further a visit or call the Office of the Dean 
934 Arlegul St., Quiapo, Manila 

Tel Nos. 734-4933 / 734-0121 to 24 loc 106 

3 Or visit.our website at Www.mlquüsdgr.ph - 
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+ 5.1 megapixel (Cool 
140 megapixel (С paid 
ox optical am «4 dil zoom, 
SD memory card compatible 
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“Nikap wireless image transfer rien 
* SD memory card compatibile 


Pasar 27,340.00 


128MB SD Card and Camera Case “Without Camera Case 
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1L. Brgy. Manresa, San Francisco Del Monte, Quezon. 
059300 114-3110 Fax Now (632) 904.3334. 
E-mail: sales _mkig@columbiaglobal.net  wenwcolumblagiobal.net 


“Тат happy to re- 
port we might be 


opening | runway 
13/31 to commercial 
operations sooner 


than expected,” Cusi 
said ina statement. 
‘An earlier reopen- 
ing of the domestic 
runway will ease the 
congestion on interna- 
tional runway 06/24, 
which has had to ac- 
commodate domestic 
flights. From a regular 
30 flights an hour dur- 
ing peak operations, 
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the runway has had to 
service up to 45 flights 
an hour the Miaa said. 
The Miaa said the 
upgraded domestic 
runway would be able 
to service the new Air- 
bus 319 and 320 fleet 
of Cebu Pacific 
The runway's "im- 
proved © strength" 
would also allow 
huge aircraft like the 
747 seres to land 
once Naia Terminal 3 
becomes operational. 
Nikko Dizon 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ` 


‘Caloy casualty in Bicol feared bi 


From page Al 
regular assignment as a bus inspector. 
But she said his employers kept him on the 
boat in a temporary assignment. 
"He had a fear of the big waves that they would 
encounter from time to time,” the daughter said. 
The Mae-Ann 5 had been anchored at the 
Masbate port when Caloy struck. 


Seeking cover 

Fearing that big waves might batter the 
vessel, the captain told the passengers that 
they would seek a safe place to dock. 

‘About one kilometer from the port, howev- 
er, the boat collided with a fishing banca filled 
with clams, causing it to capsize, surviving 
passengers recounted. 

Many passengers died immediately after 
the boat overturned 

‘As of the latest count, 27 bodies had been 
recovered, according to Chief Supt. Victor Bo- 
бо, Bicol police director and Regional Disaster 
Coordinating Council chair. 

“At around 2 a.m., while the passengers 
were asleep, we heard the boat's engine run- 
ning and we noticed the boat was sailing away 
from the port,” survivor Gary Tagayom said. 


Upside down 

“Suddenly, the boat was hit by big waves, 
turning it upside down. My two children and 
wife died," he said. 

‘The management of the shipping line earli- 
er advised the passengers to sleep on the boat 
as they could not yet sail. 

Ramil Kilat, another survivor, said that be- 
tween 2 and 3 a.m., the captain told passen- 
gers that they had to get away from the port to 
avoid the big waves, which could slap the 
boat against the dock, wrecking the vessel. 

It was while the boat was sailing away that 
the disaster occurred. 


Clinging to a rope 

“It happened so fast. All we knew was that 
the boat had already capsized,” Kila said. 

Some of the passengers, clinging to a rope, 
were able to scramble to the other boat carry- 
ing the clams. 

“Iwas one of those who held on tight to the 
rope. I was able to transfer to the other boat, a 
smaller one,” Kilat recalled. “I thought it was 
already my end. Thank God, l'm still alive.” 

Floodwaters have begun to recede in many 
of the affected areas but some places in 
Southern Luzon still remained without power 
and communication. 

In Oriental Mindoro, authorities declared a 
gate of calamity in the City of Calapan. 


Aid from Malacafiang 

Saying that it sympathized with the victims 
of Caloy, Malacafiang yesterday gave its as- 
surance that the government would provide 
them assistance and support. 

“President Arroyo is personally on top of the 
situation in seeing to it that the national disas- 
ter plan is on track to minimize loss of lives and 
damage to property in the wake of typhoon 
Caloy,” Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said. 

In his weekly newspaper column, Bunye said 
that the government was prepared for any con- 
tingencies, now that the rainy season was here. 

“All hands of the national and local govern- 
ments are on deck to check and мат of disas- 
ter-prone areas, provide relief and rehab to 
affected communities, assist stranded com- 
muters and keep an eye on the prices of essen- 
tial commodities," һе said. 


Hazardous billboards 

Bunye said that Ms Arroyo, concerned with 
public safety, also wanted the giant billboards in 
Metro Manila to be inspected by authorities af- 
ter several of them were damaged by the storm. 

He said the President had ordered the 
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority to 
coordinate with the Departments of Transporta- 
tion and Communications and Public Works and 
Highways as well as local authorities to check the 
billboards “that could pose a serious threat to the 
public during strong typhoons.” With reports 
from Luige A. del Puerto and Madonna Virola, 
Gerald Querubin and Marlon Ramos, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Arthritic patients suffer 
excruciating pain... 
24 hours a day. 


It's the only life 
they know. Or knew. 


Now here's a 
painless breakthrough 
from Pfizer. 


Pain can be so debilitating, it affects not 
only the patient but his family as well. But 
thanks to Pfizer's breakthroughs in medical 
research, medicines for pain management 
and serious conditions like arthritis, 
hypertension, bad cholesterol, and severe 
infections have changed the lives of 
countless sufferers, for the better. Salamat 
sa Maykapal, sa alaga ni Doktor, at sa mga 
gamot na binuhusan ng research, there is 
hope of a better, stronger, and longer life. 
Sulit na sulit talaga! 


Dahil mahalaga ang buhay, ang gamot 
dapat sulit. 
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Understanding the latest management technique is а must in 
today's comi laundry industry. This refined "basic for 
beginners" seminar familiarizes participants with laundry 
basics and takes the guesswork out of your business 
endeavor. 
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, Learn a step by step formula from a 20 year industry veteran. 
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P2,500/day 2BR 5Beds 
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IMIST FAN COOLING SYSTEMS! |. 
| Convert your existing Fan into ап | 


i Evaporative Cooling System 
Instant temperature reduction up to 40°F! 


| Reduce vour electricity bill to as much as 40% from aircon usage! 
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Pinoy crewman killed 


LONDON- 40- 
year-old Filipino crew 
member of the luxury 
liner Queen Магу П 
died Friday following 
а fight with another 
Filipino crew member. 
below decks, British 
police reported. 
Hampshire Police 
boarded the ship оп 
Saturday to investi- 
gate the incident as 
well as take the sus- 
рес, a 49-year-old 
Filipino man, into 
custody. Neither the 
victim пог the sus- 
pect were identified. 
Тһе victim died at 
about 3:00 p.m. Fri- 
day as he was being 
airlifted to а hospital 
im the Netherlands, 
said a spokesperson 
for the Hampshire 
Police, which is con- 
ducting the investi- 
gation because the 
345-meter French- 
built liner is regis- 
tered in Southamp- 


ton, on England's 
south coast. 

“Four detectives 
and three crime 
scene investigators 
have flown to Nor- 
way and boarded 
the ship at Bergen," 
the spokesperson 
said. "While en 
route back to the 
United Kingdom, 
the police officers 
will be speaking to 
any members of the 
ship's crew who шау 
have witnessed the 
incident." 

The vessel's own- 
ers, Cunard, аге in 
the process of con- 
tacting the dead 
man's next of kin in 
the Philippines. 

He suffered seri- 
ous head injuries af- 
ter an alleged row 
with another mem- 
ber of the staff, said 
Cunard  spokesper- 
son Eric Flounders. 

“The cruise will 
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SWISS WATCH 


continue as normal 
and none of our pas- 
sengers have been af- 
fected. It is due back 
in Southampton on 
“Wednesday,” he said. 
Cunards flagship 
was launched іп 
September 2003 and 
made its maiden voy- 
age in January 2004. 
It can сапу up to 
2,620 passengers, 
with а crew of 1,253. 
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For over 125 years, Berlitz has been 
teaching languages 10 millions of 
people all over the world. Now, the 
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Surround yourself 
with the magic of Disney! 


Come to Hong Kong Disneyland and turn your next holiday into a 

magical adventure filled with fantasy and imagination! Апа if you visit between now and September 30, 2006, 
we'll sprinkle your holiday with a little "Extra Magic" — 

and even a FREE breakfast when you stay at one of our two world-class Disney hotels! 


Enjoy spectacular 
Disney entertainment! 


Celebrate with Disney On Parade, a festive cavalcade 1 
of colorful dancers, lively marching bands and your 
favourite Disney Character friends! Be dazzled by 
the Golden Mickeys, a glitzy musical extravaganza 
filled with incredible performances! Thrill to the. 
spectacle of the song and dance-filled Festival Of 
The Lion King! Engage your senses in the amazing Then take a stroll back to turn-of-the-century 
Philharmagic! And end your day with the stunning ^ America on Main Street, U.S.A. — the ideal place 
Disney in the Stars fireworks display! to shop for Disney treasures! 


Experience incredible Feast ona 
Disney attractions! galaxy of food! 


Enter the futuristic world of Tomorrowland, where РШ your day with delicious treats at 
you can blast off at warp speed in Space Mountain опе of our amazing restaurants. Try 
and battle to save the universe in Buzz Lightyear some delectable Chinese dishes at the 
Astro Blasters! Follow your imagination to Plaza Inn, international fare at the Royal 
Fantasyland and find yourself soaring in a flying ` Banquet Hall, mouth-watering South Asian 
elephant or spinning in a'giant tea cup! Explore the — cuisine at the Tahitian Terrace, or a unique 1 
exotic realm of Adventureland, home to the wild. | roast pork burger at the Starliner Diner. 
Jungle Cruise and towering Tarzan's Treehouse! 


Take home a little magic! 


Add to your memories by selecting a few fun Disney 
souvenirs. Choose some far-out space age accessories 


at Space Traders, have your likeness artfully crafted 


at the Silhouette Shop, or pick up a magical trinket 
from Merlin’s Treasures. After shopping, capture 
your special day by having a fun photo taken 
by a professional photographer and 
then printing it at Town 
Square Photo. 


„shaped pool or share a movie — 


Live the magic 
day and night at 


our Disney hotels! 


Make the most of your Hong Kong 
Disneyland holiday with а stay at one 
of our outstanding Disney hotels. 
At Disney's Hollywood Hotel, 
you can splash around in the piano- 


and some popcorn — with some 
reai Disney characters! Or choose 
the elegant Hong Kong 
Disneyland Hotel, where you can 
start your day with breakfast іп. 
the company of Mickey and his 
pals in the beautiful Enchanted 
Garden. Then, later, indulge yourself with a 
visit to the hotel's Victorian Spa. 


Book now and enjoy 
*Extra Magic" 
plus breakfast on us! 


Visit Hong Kong Disneyland 
before September 30, 2006, 
and you'll enjoy: 
` 1 One “Extra Magic" Feature 
| “А complimentary photo of you 
enjoying Space Mountain or 
The Many Adventures of 
Winnie the Pooh, or 
* А FREE main course when 
you buy one at selected 
restaurants, ог 
* A FREE souvenir 
Disney-themed lunchbox 


2. FREE Breakfast 

All Guests who stay at either 

the Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel or Disney's 
Hollywood Hotel will enjoy a delicious 
complimentary breakfast! 


So what are you waiting for? Contact your local 
travel agent and book your Hong Kong Disneyland 
holiday today! 


For more information, visit 
www] kong kongdisoerlandy com: 
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А ns 
Saudi Arabia’s reasons 
ІНЕ MASS PARDON OF HUNDREDS OF OVERSEAS 
Filipino workers in Saudi Arabia, in jail for various 
I reasons, was nothing less than a diplomatic coup. 
We can understand President Macapagal-Arroyo's per- 
sonal description of it as a “gift” of King Abdullah of Saudi 
‘Arabia, the new sovereign of the world’s largest ой-ех- 
porting nation. 

Now that most of the 500 or so OFWs pardoned dur- 

ing President Arroyo's state visit are 
EDITORIAL back in the country (according to 

Malacafiang, another 200 were par- 
doned in February, in anticipation of the visit), we are 
all obliged to understand the causes that led to their re- 
lease. 

In general terms, the number of Filipinos in Saudi jails 
is a source of concern; it is important to realize, however, 
that the percentage of OFWs in jail is less than one-tenth 
of one percent of the total number of Filipinos working in 
the Saudi kingdom. In other words, there is no epidemic 
of sudden lawlessness by Filipinos in Saudi Arabia. It is 
equally important to understand that many of the de- 
tained are in jail for light offenses (say, for drinking alco- 
hol) or indeed through no fault of their own (because the 
agencies that hired them ran afoul of government regula: 
tions). 

‘The circumstances of their release, as recalled by Labor 
Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas, were fittingly dramatic; 
they will fill a few pages in the memoirs of not a few pub- 
lic officials. According to Sto. Tomas, Ms Arroyo asked 
King Abdullah point blank: “If it were possible—[could] 
she bring home 50 OFWs jailed for light offenses?” The 
King’s reply was dispiriting: “No, you are not bringing 
home 50.” As it turned out, what he meant was she could 
bring home more than 50. “Our spirits were dampened, 
but then he continued, Tm asking the interior minister to 
see to it that you bring home as many people as you can 
take,” Sto. Tomas recalled. 

‘The magnitude of the mass pardon certainly surpasses 
Malacafiang’s highest expectations. Only the most churl- 
ish or most ideologically driven of Arroyo critics will be 
grudge her this diplomatic victory. The emotional inten: 
ty that surrounded the President when she met with the 
first batch of returnees in Villamor Airbase was proof that 
she did right by them. But this needs to be said: The 
OFWs were released to meet Saudi Arabia’s own inter- 
ests, 

To be sure, we do not quarrel with Sto. Tomas’ reading 
of the events: “It’s an affirmation of the king’s high regard 
for the Filipino’s inherent goodness despite the fact that 
some of us violated some of their customs and regula- 
tions.” She added: “It’s his way of saying, ‘Yes, there were 
some of you who may not have respected our laws, but 
most of you we respect and appreciate.” 

Well, the old joke rings truer than ever: If the million 
OFWs working in the kingdom were to go home 
overnight, the Saudi Arabian economy might grind to a 
halt. (At least until а surge of Indonesian and other work- 
ers take up the slack.) 

But it is in the interests of Saudi Arabia, under the 
leadership of King Abdullah (who ran the country in the 
last years of the ailing King Fahd, before finally taking 
over in his own name last August), to continue to culti- 
vate an image of moderation. It was then-Crown Prince 
Abdullah, for instance, who proposed a radical peace 
proposal in 2002 that would have ended the Arab-Is- 
raeli conflict in the Middle East. (Both Arab states and 
Israel shot it down.) The unprecedented mass release 
of detained foreign workers can only add to the reputa- 
tion of the new king, whose privileged role in the Islam- 
ie world, as custodian of Islam’s two holiest sites, is ven- 
erable indeed. (But it must also be pointed out that the 
savings in detention costs, for an economy whose wel- 
D system is under heavy strain, cannot be inconsider- 
able.) 

Not least, it is also in the kingdom's interest to develop 
stronger relations with its sources of labor, rapid demo- 
graphic change and falling oil income in the 1990s cut 
Saudi Arabia's once-high per capita GDP by almost three- 
fourths. Welcoming Philippine investors to the kingdom, 
as two Saudi governors have suggested to Sto, Tomas, 
can only be sound economic policy. 

It is in this context then that we should welcome the 
mass pardon; it was a convergence of national interests. 
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PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO GRANT- 
ed executive clemency to more than 100 death 
convicts in Bilibid Prisons and obtained the ге- 
lease of almost 200 Filipino prisoners jailed in. 
Saudi Arabia. Loverheard some people arguing 
ata party over the records of Presidents Ramos 
and Arroyo regarding criminals. FVR was пос 
able to save even one condemned prisoner, 
Flor Contemplacion, in Singapore, one said. In 
fact, he didn't even try to save her. She was 
eventually executed. GMA, on the other hand, 
saved more than a hundred criminals from ex- 
ecution and had about 200 more released from 
Saudi jails. Why did the two Filipino presidents 
act so differently he asked. 

Well, you have to bear in mind that FVR іза 
former policeman who headed the PCINB 
replied another. He, therefore, was an enemy 
of criminals. GMA, on the other hand, was only 
taking care of her colleagues. 

This reminds me ofa joke sent to me by text: 
‘An Arab reporter was interviewing the Saudi 
King. 

"Why in Allah's name did you release Fil- 
pinê Criminals to President Arroyo?” he 


The King replied: “I just wanted them to be 
with their leader” 

Joking aside, the release of the 200 Fil- 
ipino prisoners is the only positive result оғ 
GMA's expensive trip to Saudi Arabia. Mala- 
cafiang also trumpeted that the Saudi King 
had promised GMA all the oil that we need. 
But Malacafiang didn't say that the ой 
would be at the Saudi price and if we have 
the dollars to pay for it. 

Malacahang also didn't say that GMA was 
rebuffed on her request for Philippine mem- 
bership as an observer in the Organization of 
Islamic Conference (OIC). Nur Misuari's Mo- 
ro National Liberation Front is an observer 
there but not GMA's government. The Saudis 
tricked her by giving her the criminals, but 
denied her the things really important to our 
economy and sovereignty—cheap oil and an 
observer's seat in the OIC. 


Another trickster is the board of directors of 


PROSPERO NOGRALES IS A REPRESENTA- 
tive and chair of the House committee on rules. 
But what exactly he represents and what rules 
he wants to govern this country with, well, you 
see itin his comments on the Senate. Breaking 
parliamentary etiquette, if not rules, he 
launched a broadside on the Senate last week 
after its members vowed to pursue investiga- 
tions into the "Hello Garci” tape. 

“Their obsession to oust President Arroyo 
has blinded their primary task to legislate 
(Gic)." He called on the senators to pursue in- 
stead only those matters that aid legislation. 

The senators, of course, have already 
replied to this. Manuel Villar pointed out that 
the Senate was busy with important legislative 
matters like the budget. "We have not been re- 
missin our duty” Richard Gordon and Nene Pi- 
mentel were far more trenchant: “We (sena- 
tors)," said Gordon, “are obsessed with pro- 
tecting the rights of the people; obviously, No- 
grales is only interested in protecting the rights 
of the President.” Pimentel did not mince 
words: “It’s part of the Senate's job to seek an 
end to a corrupt administration.” 

Seemingly a minor tiff, the source of that 
tff which is Nograles’ view of the world and 
the Senate's place in it—bears commenting on 
as it says something about current thinking, or 
the lack ofit, in this country. The first thing it re- 
minded me of was Imelda's own comments 
many years ago about the PCGG' efforts to re- 
cover the wealth she and her husband reported- 
ly stole from their countrymen, and the Depart- 
ment of Justice's efforts to bring her and her ilk 
1o justice. She said she and her ilk were being 
harassed and persecuted. She said the Cory 
government was obsessed with vengeance. 

I said then that if that was the case, then the 
PCGG should harass her some more and the 
DOJ should persecute her some more. I said if 
that was the case, then the Cory government 
should be more obsessed about vengeance, 
seeing to it that the Marcoses and their croni 
were jailed. I said then that we should look at 
the Jews’ obsession to scour the ends of the 
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the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage 
System. We are now opposing a housing project 
for MWSS union members inside the La Mesa 
Dam watershed, but unknown to us, ће MWSS 
board has, very quietly, already finished anoth- 
er housing project for із executives in another 
portion of La Mesa. In fact, the mansions—not 
ordinary houses—are already in use. 

The housing for rank-and-file employees was 
probably relocated to a site above the reser- 
voir—where it would pollute the water for Мето 
Manila—so that the executives can use the origi- 
nal site downstream. What a dirty trick. 

Environment Secretary Angelo Reyes 
should have the MWSS board investigated for 
that trick. By the мау; he is already two steps 
behind in this La Mesa scandal. He is only now 
proposing that the "reservoir be declared a 
protected area.” He said he would form a team 
ofexperts to do a "protected area suitability as- 
sessment of the La Mesa watershed." 

Huli ka na, secretary. The whole La Mesa 
watershed, not only the reservoir, is already a 
protected area. All watersheds are. And under 
the provisions of the National Integrated Pro- 
tected Areas System (Мраз) Act, no portion of 
a protected area like La Mesa can be segregat- 
ed and titled to private individuals. Not even a. 
proclamation of the President can supersede 
that. Recently, the Supreme Court declared a 
proclamation of President Ramos illegal. FVR 
had set aside a small portion of the Ма 
Watershed Reservation in San Matero, Rizal, 
asa garbage dump. He could not do that, the 
high tribunal said. It is a violation of the law, 
the Court said and ordered the return of the 
dump back to the public domain. 

If the President cannot segregate a part of a 
watershed, how could a mere board of direc- 
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earth, down to the most impenetrable jungles 
of Brazil, to bring the very last Nazi who partic- 
ipated in the attempted annihilation and actu- 
al decimation of their race, to answer for his 
crimes. That kind of obsession, the obsession 
to punish crime and uphold justice, is awe-in- 
spiring. That kind of obsession, the obsession 
to right wrongs and restore the balance of the 
universe, is worth emulating. 

‘Alas, we were not equal to the task, or the 
obsession. In the name of reconciliation and 
Christian charity, concepts Christ himself 
might have objected to violently, we allowed 
the guilty to go scot-free, and so left them to 
harass and persecute us to this day. 

1 до not know why any senator should have 
to defend his institution's heroic effort to ferret 
out the truth by pointing to other matters they 
are doing, least of all the budget. 126 high time 
we understood the true meaning of that phrase. 
in aid of legislation.” The Senate does not 
waste the taxpayers’ money by inquiring into 
the "Hello Garci” tapes, it makes every centavo 
of it count. On the contrary it is the House that 
wastes every centavo of it by attempting to 
block the search for truth, which it did during 
the impeachment bid and which it does now 
through the kind of ululations Nograles 
mouths. The first aids legislation, the second 
only oppression. 

At the very least that is so because it's idiotic 
to make laws that nobody will follow. What is 
the purpose of laws? It is to give society peace 
and justice, freedom and progress, hope and 
happiness. How can you do that when you 
have a President who, nearly all the citizens 
believe, stole the vote, with fully 65 percent of 


tors? The board approval of the housing pro- 
jects for MWSS executives and union members 
inside the La Mesa watershed are therefore il- 
legal, and the lot titles awarded to beneficia- 
ries are null and void from the very beginning. 

With its new decision, the Supreme Court 
also voided, in effect, its earlier decision in fa- 
vor of the contract between the MWSS and the 
two labor unions. 

While the earlier decision has become final 
and executory, it can no longer be enforced be- 
cause of two “supervening events” that ren- 
dered that decision unenforceable. 

‘There is a principle in law that a "superven- 
ing event” that occurs after a decision has be- 
come final and executory can make it impossi- 
ble to implement. (To “supervene” is to come 
or happen as something additional, unexpect- 
ed or foreign to the normal course of events.) 
Also recently, in Flores vs. Ligon, the Supreme 
Court declared that a final and executory deci- 
sion--giving the lease of a cockpit to Flo- 
res—can no longer be enforced because Ligon 
had already bought the cockpit. 

Tn the La Mesa Dam case, there is not only 
one but three "supervening events:” the pas- 
sage of the Nipas Act, the transfer of the pro- 
ject site from below the reservoir to above it, 
and the findings of a team of experts from the. 
University of the Philippines that the housing 
project would pollute the water in the гезег- 
voir no matter what mitigating measures аге 
done. Remember that the Supreme Court deci- 
sion that has become final and executory was 
only about the legality of the contract between. 
the MWSS and the labor unions, not on its con- 
flict with the Nipas Act (not enacted yet at the 
time the decision was made), and on the risk of 
the projects polluting the water (no study had 
yetbeen made by experts then). 

Itshould be emphasized that the union mem. 
bers and executives are not being deprived of 
their housing projects. They will only be relo- 
cated to other sites where they will not pose any 
danger to the environment. In fact, the unions 
have been offered 116 hectares of land in An- 
tipolo, double the size of the original 58 
hectares in La Mesa, which is a good exchange. 


them demanding she disappear from view; a 
President who is determined to steal the coun- 
trys freedom as well (EO 464, CPR, 1017), to 
prevent the people from punishing her for 
stealing the vote? Example is the best teacher 
of all, not laws. Example is the most forceful 
persuader of all, not laws. You can make the 
finest laws ever conceived by man, but with 
GMA there, all they'll amount to is a pile of 
bull. All theyll show is that there is one set of 
laws for the citizens and another for GMA. 

At the very most, what kind of laws will you 
make with the premise that its all right for the. 
highest official of the land to behave like a 
thug, unmindful of society's laws, the most ele- 
mental of which is to respect the vote? What 
kind of laws will you make with the premise 
that its all right for a legitimate nation to ac- 
cept an illegitimate President because "there is 
no alternative”? That is your seed, all the laws 
you'll make will be as fruit that withers in the 
Vine. That is your well, all the water you'll 
draw up will be as poison that chokes the 
blood. All the meetings and discussions you- 
hold in your committees will not aid law, they 
will aid kalokohan. They will not aid progress, 
they will aid pillage. They will not aid the com- 
‘mon good, they will aid uncommon evil, 

The senators do not do this nation ill by fer- 
тейп out the truth about the last elections, 
they do it well. They do not show an obsession 
in ousting GMA, they show an obsession in ex- 
orcising an evil that has overwhelmed the body 
and soul of this nation. They do not shirk their 
duty like treacherous cowards, they rise to 
meet it like ardent lovers. 1 cannot imagine 
anything the senators can be doing to aid legis- 
lation--no, sanity itself—more than ridding 
this country of lies and deceit, more than ar- 
resting our fall into a pit where the thirst for 
justice becomes a sordid obsession and the 
thirst for power a lofty calling, where righting 
wrongs becomes selfishness and wronging 
rights becomes public service. 

‘What can 1 say? Be better and more ob- 
sessed. 
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IN 1998, THE SUPREME COURT STRUCK DOWN 
as unconstitutional President Ramos Administra- 
tive Order No. 308—titled "Adoption Of A Na- 
tional Computerized Identification Reference 
System"—for being a usurpation of legislative 
power and a violation of the right to privacy. It 
would have required every Filipino to carry a 
brand which would be preserved in a centralized 
and computerized system. 

Recently the Supreme Court upheld the validity 
of Executive Order No. 420, ‘Requiring АП Govern- 
ment Agencies And Government-owned And Con- 
trolled Corporations To Streamline And Harmonize 
“Their Identification (ID) Systems, And Authorizing 
For Such Purpose The Director-General, National 
Economic And Development Authority To Imple- 
ment The Same, And For Other Purposes." This ех- 
ecutive order was also challenged as а usurpation of 
legislative function and a violation of the right to 
privacy However, the Court ruled that EO 420, un- 
like AO 308, did not create something out of noth- 
ing but merely ordered the consolidation of all ex- 
isting IDs in offices under the President. The Court 
justified EO 420 as an exercise of the Presidents 
constitutional power of control over all executive 
agencies. As to the issue that it is a violation of the 
right to privacy, the Court pointed out that the exist- 
ing IDs required by government agencies had never 
been challenged and that whatever “privacy impli- 
cations” there might be were far outweighed by the 
benefits to be gained in terms of cost and efficiency. 
The Court also pointed out that even countries 
which have refused to have computerized national 
IDs—eg, the United States, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, Ireland, the Nordic countries and 
Sweden--have sectoral cards for health, social and 
other public services. 

While the high tribunal's decision on EO 420 
reached near unanimity, I do not think it will end 
all questioning of government ID systems. Why is 
this so? 

Some time ago І came across a brief item оп 
the right to privacy. The thrust of the article was 
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doned. Meanwhile, the US Congress had enacted 
the Federal Communications Act of 1934 which 
prohibited wiretapping. This probably was the 
Source of the guarantee against the violation of 
the privacy of communication and correspon- 
dence found in our 1935 and present Constitu- 
tion. This has since been strengthened by statute. 

The guarantee, however, is only for privacy as 


that anyone who still thinks that the right to pri- 
часу is protected by law must be either naive or 
hopelessly out-oftouch. The article mentioned 
an Aaron Nabil who, for $222, purchased public 
records from the Oregon Department of Motor 
Vehicles (which included names, addresses and 
birth dates) and made them available to the gen- 
eral public via the World Wide Web. The record 
had been set up in such a way that if you punch in 
a license plate, you learn all sorts of interesting 
information about the owner of a vehicle. Natu- 
rally there was an outcry against it. But can that 
happen here once government has effectively 
computerized information? You bet it сап. 

But what is the protection against the diffusion 
of private information? More precisely, can our 
present law cope with the swift changes taking 
place in communications technology? My opin- 
ion is that it cannot. Hence, one benefit we сап 
derive from AO 308 and EO 420 is that it can alert. 
Congress to action. 

My own preliminary look into the matter has 
made me realize that, historically law has been 
very slow in responding to threats to privacy. Re- 
call that the existence of a right to privacy was first 
broached in a scholarly article written in 1890 by 
two professors of Harvard University—Louis D. 
Brandeis and Samuel D. Warren. They wrote about 
“the right to be let alone.” But the Court initially 
found the right to be too broad to be enforced and 
urged legislators to enact statutes on the subject. 

Even as late as 1928, the US Supreme Court 
did not consider wiretapping unconstitutional. It 
was only in 1967 that this doctrine was aban- 


found in communication. But there are other areas 
of privacy, and the law on this subject is undevel- 
oped. As far as our constitutional law is concerned, 
aside from the protection of the privacy of commu- 
nication, the only other clear protection is against 
physical intrusion through searches and seizures. 

US constitutional protection has also been ex- 
tended to privacy in marital relationships. But 
technology has developed far beyond what early 
constitutional formulators could imagine and, on 
this, the law has a lotof catching upto do. 

Even if the information contained in data banks 
is accurate, it still will face the danger of misuse or 
abuse. When a person gives a piece of information 
(about himself) needed for a particular transac- 
tion—whether with government or private institu- 
tions—he gives that information for a specific pur- 
pose. But modern technology can make such infor- 
mation accessible to persons for whom the informa- 
tion was not meant. Commercial establishments, 
for instance, can get hold of names and addresses 
and interests and make use of such information for 
profit. The least commercial establishments can do 
is “spam” the mail boxes, physical or electronic, of 
‘unwilling victims with annoying advertisements. 
The criminally inclined, too—within or outside the 
government, can make use of data bank informa- 
tion for purposes of harassment or blackmail. 

‘The challenge for Congress, therefore, is very 
clear. With the aid of computer experts and IT 
managers, Congress should look into the implica- 
tions of a government-sponsored ID system on 
privacy rights, and formulate legislation that can 
protect citizens not only against executive, but al- 
зо against criminal, intrusion and abuse. 


India and Iran: a case of double standard 


ALL BUT LOST IN THE CONTROVERSIES 
surrounding Iraq and Iran is a major initiative in- 
volving a third "I" country: India. Sometime this 
year, the US Congress is likely to vote on the "US- 
India Civil Nuclear Cooperation Initiative,” which 
was signed when President Bush visited New Del- 
hiin March. 

‘The agreement paves the way for American ех- 
ports of nuclear technologies and materials for 
use in India's civilian nuclear program. In return, 
India has pledged to open 14 of its 22 existing 
and planned nuclear power reactors, as well as all 
future civil reactors, to international inspection. 

The agreement matters for at least two rea- 
sons. First, the accord symbolizes the arrival of a 
mew geopolitical relationship between the 
world's two largest democracies that were often 
оп opposite sides during the Cold War. This devel- 
‘opment may be of historic importance if it leads 
not only to a deepening of US-Indian technical 
and economic ties, but also to the strengthening 
of their ability to tackle regional and global chal- 
lenges, ranging from the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons to climate change. 

But the proposed US-India accord is attracting 
notice for a second, and far more controversial, rea- 
son: the concern that it could weaken, rather than 
advance, efforts to resist the spread of nuclear 
‘weapons. Critics charge that the agreement under- 
mines the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
by letting India have its cake (nuclear weapons) 
and eat it, too (by giving it access to nuclear fuel 
and technology). They allege that the agreement 
creates a double standard, according to which only 
some countries may possess nuclear weapons. 

То be fair, the critics are right, at least in part. 
"There is a double standard at work. But there is 
nothing new about that. The МРТ, some four 
decades old, is based on a double standard that 
gives only five countries China, France, Russia, 
the United Kingdom and the United States—the 
right (for how long is not defined) to possess nu- 
clear weapons. 

Moreover, the world seems to have learned to 


WROTE ST. PAUL IN CORINTHIANS 13:11, 
"When I was a child, I spoke as a child, 1 felt as a 
child, І thought as a child. Now that І have be- 
come a man, І have put away childish things." 

One of the privileges of adulthood is making 
choices, whether they be right or wrong. When 
people try to make decisions for me, І protest. 
Guidance, on the other hand, is an altogether dif- 
ferent thing: itis to be appreciated, and those in а 
position to give it should be encouraged. 

When І was living in the United States as а 
teenager, my father—before allowing me to watch 
amovie--always consulted the parish bulletin pub- 
lished by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Of- 
fice for Film and Broadcasting. The bulletin rated 
movies "according to artistic merit and moral suit- 
ability" Every movie contained a synopsis, criticism 
according to Catholic principles, the standard film 
rating and a rating according to the Church's own 
classification. Today, films are rated by the Ameri- 
can Catholic hierarchy as follows: A-I—general pa- 
tronage; A-I-adults and adolescents; A- 
Iül—adults; L—limited adult audience, or films 
"whose problematic content many adults would find 
troubling (L replaced the previous classification, A- 

; and О—тогайу offensive. All the fun movies 
tended to be rated “О,” which meant І never got to 
watch them when my father was around. 

1 don't know if studiously observing the moral 
injunctions of Catholic reviews made either my 
father and me morally better people, but it cer- 
tainly salved his sense of Christian duty as a par- 
ent and, in retrospect, that should be as far as 
parental controls over children are concerned. І 
am old-fashioned enough to believe that prior to 
the age of 18, the decisions of parents and schools 
as to what children can and cannot read and 
watch are pretty much unquestionable. The for- 
mative years of any child are too crucial; it would 
be imprudent to abandon the young to the shift- 

g tides of popular culture. 

Indeed, the problem is that there exists a grow- 
ing vacuum of authority, in which parents and 
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tolerate the reality that three other countries—Is- 
rael, India and Pakistan—also possess nuclear 
‘weapons. Where the critics of the proposed US-In- 
dia accord are wrong is in charging that such a dou- 
ble standard is wrong when it comes to India be- 
cause it opens the way for countries, such as North 
Korea and Iran, to develop nuclear weapons. 

‘Not all countries are equal. India is a democra- 
cy. Transparency and the rule of law are the 
norm, and its government does all it can to fight 
terrorism. There is no reason to believe that India 
will pass on nuclear fuel, technology, or weapons 
toany other party or country; on the contrary itis 
committed to preventing this. 

This is not true of either North Korea or Iran. 
‘The former is arguably the most closed, tyranni- 
cal and militarized society in the world, with a 
long record of irresponsible exports of dangerous 
technologies. Iran offers official support to terror- 
ists and its president has threatened publicly (о 
destroy Israel. The world has good reason to Бе 
far less tolerant of what North Korea or Iran does 
in the realm of nuclear weapons and to reject 
their calls for equal treatment with India. 

Indeed, if there is a danger in the proposed US- 
India accord, itis the possibility that either North 
Korea or Iran might conclude that itis only a mat- 
ter of time before the world comes to accept their 
nuclear status. Here the United States and others 
must disabuse them. 

The message seems to have gotten through to 
North Korea which, despite its probable ability to 
conduct a nuclear weapons test, has not done зо. 
China, the transit route for most of what enters and 
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schools blame each other for not doing enough of 
their jobs. I hear this all the time from teachers 
who claim they have to take up more and more of. 
what used to be purely parental duties when it 
comes to the guidance of children; and from par- 
ents, of course, who complain that the schools 
aren't what they used го be. 

Itis different in college; this is why parents ago- 
nize over the question where to send their children 
fora college education. Where education was once 
about instructing, college is more about learning. 
By this, I simply mean that as a matter of age; stu- 
dents in college start to learn to handle informa- 
tion in a more adult, if critical, manner—and so to 
make adult choices. What was once circumscribed 
purely by Church, family and school, now becomes 
an experience in being part of a larger society. The 
State becomes, in many ways, the arbiter of how 
the individual and society interact. Parental and 
even church authority are no longer supreme; the 
laws are—though ideally, the laws should allow 
parents and churches to hold sway where they 
should—at home and in the heart. 

There is, of course, secular morality: our laws 
and the State have lists of do's and don'ts every bit 
as extensive—and often, as restrictive, even op- 
pressive—as any parental or sectarian moral 
code. Secular society tries to be inclusive—it is 
meant to be generous, and it is meant to uphold 
the liberty of the individual. Community stan- 
dards are upheld to the extent that they remain 
relevant to the community—but unlike the eter- 
nal, unchangeable standards of a faith, they can 
be challenged—and they change, as they should, 


leaves North Korea, understands that were North 
Tore ал pohly lead Japan ашуг South KO, 
тері ly lead Japan and/or South Ko- 
теа to rethink their nuclear weapons policy. None of 
these outcomes is in China's strategic interest. 

Unfortunately, there is no country in a position 
to influence Iran to the extent that China can in- 
fluence North Korea. The situation is made more 
difficult by the fact that oil prices are already at a 
record high, while US ground forces are busy in 
Iraq, thus reducing the credibility of American 
military threats to Iran. 

Iran's leaders, though, would be unwise to pro- 
ceed with an unconstrained nuclear program and 
discount the possibility of US military action. This 
said, a US preventive strike at Iran's nuclear-relat- 
ed installations is notin the interest of either coun, 
try The potential for loss of life, for Iranian retalia. 
tion and for global economic disruption is high. 

Both countries indeed, the world—would be 
better served by a diplomatic outcome in which Iran 
accepted severe limits on its uranium enrichment 
activity and agreed to place all of its nuclear-related 
facilities under highly intrusive intemational in- 
spection in exchange for economic benefits and se- 
curity assurances. Better yet if Iran turned to Russia 
сг the IAEA for uranium-generated electric power. 
Direct US-Iran talks should be convened if they 
must bring about any such agreement. 

Iran's calculations will not be affected by what 
happens between the United States and India. 
Iranian policy will be shaped by its domestic poli- 
tics, by the ability of the international community 
to present a united front, and by the willingness 
of the United States to put forth a reasonable 
diplomatic offer against the backdrop of sanc- 
tions and potential military strikes, should diplo- 
macy fail. The stakes could hardly be greater. It is 
Iran, not India, that we should all be worried 
about. Project Syndicate 


Richard N. Haass is president of the Council on For- 
eign Relations and author of “The Opportunity: 
“America's Moment to Alter History's Course." 


because this is how societies progress. 

"Which is why Iam against the banning of books, 
artworks, music, plays and films. І am not against 
groups issuing or publishing guidelines, ratings 
and reviews based on their beliefs, for the guid- 
ance of like-minded people. That is part of free 
speech (as is calling for boycotts). Film boards tak- 
ing scissors to the prints of films, or government 
bodies taking on the moral position of a particular 
sectis an altogether different matter. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita thought 
aloud that a ban on the movie “The Da Vinci Code” 
‘would be OK; Bishop Ramon Arguelles petitioned 
the MTRCB to ban the film; the city council of Lu- 
cena City passed a resolution condemning the 
showing of the movie; all these and more are pass- 
ing on to the State an obligation that more proper- 
ly should be exercised by priests and ministers. 
Msgr. Pedro Quitorio was more prudent: “We nei- 
ther oppose or endorse its showing,” he said of the 
film, explaining that "We don't want to ride to the 
commercialization and marketing hype ... the bot- 
tom line here is money—it's not religion." 

Better yet, concerned Filipino Catholics can do 
asthe Americans will do. Starting the week of May 
21, an hour-long special, produced by NewGroup 
Media for the US bishops Catholic Communica- 
tion Campaign, will air on NBC network affiliates. 
Called “Jesus Decoded,” the special is a “clear- 
minded rebuttal of the spurious claims made іп 
Dan Brown's thriller ... Filmed on location in Is- 
rael, Turkey and Italy, the program includes inter- 
views with biblical scholars and art historians who 
also provide an authoritative antidote to all those. 
pseudoscholarly books [claiming] to tell the hid- 
den’ history of Christianity But rather than a point- 
by-point rebuttal of the novel or its author, the spe- 
cial uses "The Da Vinci Code’ as a springboard to 
present authentic Catholic teaching about Jesus, 
the Church, Holy Seripture and the origins of 
Christianity" Putting your money where your faith 
is—this is more secularly acceptable than calling 
foran old-fashioned book-buming--or film ban. 


о FT 
Into the breach 


IN 2002, THE FOUNDATION FOR WORLDWIDE PEOPLE 
Power had already completed the "Lakas Sambayanan” 
video documentary. It was meant to complement our 1997 
landmark work “Batas Militar.” 

We had also published Angela Stuart Santiago's “Edsa: 
Walang Himala” and co-convened the Legacies of the Marcos 
Dictatorship series of conferences with the GZO Foundation, 
Ateneo University 
and the Center for 
Media Freedom and 
Responsibility 

Yet we could not 
help but notice the 
growing — indiffer- 
ence— particularly among the youth—to that time in our hi 
tory when our courage as one people earned the world's re- 
spect and admiration. 

So, around this time four years ago, the FWWPP board 
quietly convened to revisit our mandate to keep People Pow- 
errelevant through changing times. 

"To help us in our task, Fely Arroyo, Edilberto "DJ" De Je- 
sus, Pepe Abueva, Del Lazaro and I invited leading personali- 
ties from the academe, business and the NGO community to 
share their perspectives and insights on People Power with 
us. Butchie Lim Ayuyao—now our incumbent presi- 
dent—joined us in those discussions where she shared her 
expertise in the fields of business and education. 

‘We distilled two lessons from those series of meetings. 
The first one was as obvious as it was pervasive: Poverty was 
keeping our people from reaching their full potential. Be- 
cause of poverty, many Filipinos are unable to provide their 
children with the key that unlocks the door to advancement: 
quality education. KA 

The second lesson was a bit harder to discern, ironically, 
because the complex issue of education obscured it. The ex: 
perts we invited all held the view that People Power is a vital 
component for genuine social transformation. They said, Fi 
there was a way by which People Power's civic values could 
take root and flourish in every community, we could be well 
on our way to arresting poverty’s corrupting influence. 

But there was such a vehicle, the academics replied —that" 
is the public education system. Run by the country's largest 
bureaucracy and fraught with a seemingly open-ended set of 
problems, the public schools are nevertheless at the frontline, 
of national development. 

The strategy thus presented itself. Through People Power, 
mustered at the community level, we could all pitch in to: 
make our public schools qualitatively better. At the same 
time, empowered teachers could instill People Power's posi- 
tive civic values at the school level—in the minds and hearts 
of their pupils and students. At that moment, Education Rev-, 
olution was born. ы 

Ме started by “adopting” the Sitio Talaga Elementary’ 
School. We spun this off from the Department of Education's 
Adopt-A-School flagship program that the late Bro. Andrew. 
Gonzalez started when he became education secretary. More, 
correctly, we attempted to bring this school and its community 
together so they could jointly plan and work on projects that 
would help improve the school's facilities and quality of instruc 
tion. 

‘Almost at the same time, we began our pilot Mentoring 
the Mentors sessions for the principals and master-teachers 
of the Iloilo City Schools Division. A team of facilitators, led 
by program director Chinit Rufino, engaged the participants’ 
în a highly interactive series of activities designed to high 
light the teacher's innate capacity for character formation 
and genuine social change. 

What has happened since then? 

Well, to be honest about it, public education still faces 
formidable odds. As of 2005, the average rating in National 
Achievement ‘Tests for both public elementary and hight 
school students still stands near 50 percent. The results of. 
the most recent teacher proficiency exams are not very en; 
couraging either. Many schools will still face inadequate fä- 
cilities as well as shortages in teaching aids and textbooks 
when they open this June. 

However, there are а number of new developments (since 
the launching in 2002 of Education Revolution) indicating 
that we may be about to turn the corner on the issue of qual, 
ity public education. г 

First, there has been significant improvement in academic 
achievement despite the multifarious stumbling blocks to 
learning. In 2003, the diagnostics test results for the key sub-, 
ject areas hovered at 38 percent. So you can consider the 
2005 average as an achievement; it may be small, but it 
genuine and significant. 3 

Also in 2003, the DepEd, under Secretary Edilberto de Je- 
sus, was able to secure the promulgation of BIR IRR 10- 
2003, the implementing rules for availing of the tax incen- 
tive provisions of the Adopt-A-School Act of 1998. 

The FWWPPS own Adopt-A-School initiative has evolved iti- 
to the Community Action Program, this far “dynamizing” more 
than 200 schools in Laguna, Pampanga, Pangasinan, Negros 
Occidental, Cagayan de Oro, Davao City and Metro Manila. 

The Mentoring the Mentors Program, meanwhile, has been, 
enthusiastically received as far up as the regional level. We hay 
been able to conduct sessions for regional directors and super: 
intendents in seven regions, including the ARMM. More than % 
thousand teachers have experienced Mentoring the Mentors, « 

As I am writing this, Butchie Ayuyao is giving her closing, 
remarks to FWWPP's second Mentoring Trainors Training 
Session in Tagaytay. The new facilitators coming out of these 
sessions will extend the reach of the Mentoring the Mentors 
Program even more. 

This year, we have started introducing strategic planning: 
with performance-based private sector support as core сол». 
cepts in community involvement for public education. The gen- 
eral idea і for the school and the community to convene arid 
draft a realistic improvement plan with specific targets, such as 
а 5- to 10-percent increase in reading achievement. The school 
and the community then use this commitment as a virtual Баг. 
gaining chip to draw in whatever resources the school needs. 

The best part, however, is the fact that more and more peo- 
ple are now seriously looking into making education a priority 
in their respective communities. Even major business organ» 
zations, including the Ingunen, are beginning to rethink theis, 
corporate social responsiblity programs along the lines of. 
spurring consistent academic improvement. Some very no 
table examples are Ramon Sys Ibank and UCPB, Doris 
Magsaysay Ho's Magsaysay Maritime Corporation, the Ayala: 
Foundation, Petron and Chevron (formerly Caltex), the SM . 
Foundation (particularly the one in Cebu with Marissa Fer- 
nan), ће СВК Power Company, and practically every member 
ofthe League of Corporate Foundations, 

‘Truth to tell, the social development arms of many private 
business groups are now starting to veer away from the usual” 
PR-intensive doles programs in favor of the activities that 
foster better learning outcomes. 

1 would like to think that the FWWPP has played a sub-, 
stantive, though small, ole in the drive toward making edu- 
cation our best weapon against poverty. Our efforts will con- 
tinue until the Education Revolution becomes a genuine na~ 
tional movement. 

‘Once more, into the breach... 

(You may send e-mail to the author at edapostol@fww- 
pporg) 
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Good new: 


AT LAST, GOOD NEWS! THE SUPREME 
Court speaks to and not for the President 
of the Republic of the Philippines. 

Tn а world of imbalance, discrimina- 
tion, injustice and outright deception, itis 
refreshing to see an entity clarifying, re- 
minding and even correcting Mala- 
cafiang. 

Rubber stamp democracies are a 
plague in what is supposed to be a free 
world. Freedom is a highly priced com- 
modity for the high-heeled and jet-setting 
elite of the world, especially for those 
who own and run corporations and for 
their powerful political counterparts. 

"This was the story of martial law in the 
Philippines. This was the essence of Presi 
dent Marcos Proclamation 1081. With PD 
1081, Marcos reigned supreme over ev- 
erything, even the courts. The Supreme 
Court at that time was turned into super- 
fluity and redundancy. The favorite pas- 
time of the Chief Justice then was to hold 
the First Lady's umbrella. The high court 


from Supreme Court 


was the supreme entity in government. 

1 thank Chief Justice Artemio Pangani- 
ban for voting according to his con- 
science. 

specifically thank him for two things: 
one, for cautioning against the authori- 
tarian temptation and delusion, warning 
that “PP 1017 may be testing the outer 
limits of presidential prerogatives and the 
perseverance of this Court in safeguard- 
ing the peoples constitutionally en- 
shrined liberty"; two, for his sense of his- 
tory, noting that "history would not for- 
give this court if it allows such misadven- 
ture" 

Tm not saying that all our judges and 
justices are corrupt or easily corruptible. 
But lm aware they are not beyond the 
lure of ambition, perk and privilege. Like 
other men, judges and justices have to 
make choices all the time. Many of these 
choices are of no consequence to other 
people. But some choices do have far- 
reaching consequences that affect not on- 
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Court decisions 2 
are of this nature. 
And quite a few of these could spell the 
difference between life and death—like 
those involving the death penalty and the 
coconut levy fund. 

Трку Associate Justice Dante Tinga for 
saying that “nothing in Proclamation 
1017 or any issuance by any president 
since Aquino comes close to matching 
Proclamation 1081." His position clearly 
reflects not a profound intellect but a 
profound gratitude to the one who ap- 
pointed him to the high court. Gratitude 
to God is a supreme virtue, Gratitude to 
political patrons often leads people 
astray. 

‘Again, [would like to thank Chief Jus- 
tice Panganiban! May he continue lis- 
tening to history and his conscience. 
And he will be assured of the gratitude 
of those who seek the truth and fight for 
justice. 
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What happens now to electoral reforms? 


IF THERE IS ONE GOVERNMENT 
institution that has consistently con- 
tributed to the Filipino's cynical attitude 
toward democracy, it is the Commission 
on Elections. After the late president- 
turned-dictator Ferdinand Marcos al- 
Jegedly rigged the 1969 and 1983 presi- 
dential elections, the Comelec never (ful- 
ly) recovered its good public image. 

‘After a "democratic Constitution" was 
“promulgated by the people" during the 
presidency of Cory Aquino, we again 
heard politicians loudly accusing "win- 
ners” of poll fraud. Not even the three 
"successful" presidential elections that 
followed the 1987 elections made people 
trust the Comelec. Instead, those elec- 
tions convinced them that the Comelec is 
and will forever be corrupt. 

‘Twenty years after Edsa 1, our country 
is fast sinking in a political quag- 
mire—thrown there by the general per- 
ception that the President cheated to win 
the May 2004 elections. 

We thought things were headed for the 
better when the President asked former 


with recommendations aimed at reform- 
ing our electoral system. Many Filipinos 
waited with bated breath for Davide's re- 
port and recommendations and for what 
they might be capable of reforming. 

But as "fate" would have it, Mala- 
cafiang released only portions of the re- 
port. We deem it necessary that the entire 
Davide report, not just the recommenda- 
tions, be made available to the public, Not 
only because it was the people's money 
that was used to fund the Davide initia- 
tive; but also because it is Malacafiang's 
duty to keep the people informed—that 
is, if we really are still іп a democracy. 

‘With the Supreme Court regaining the 
peoples trust following its rulings on 
Proclamation 1017, Executive Order 464, 
and the infamous calibrated preemptive 
response (CPR), it is now Malacañang's 
turn to try to win back the people's trust 
by making public everything that is con- 
tained in the Davide report. 

—JOSE C. LEDDA Ш, AL CONRAD 

ESPALDON, MARIA VITA ESPER VICEDO, 

Political Science students, 


then was supreme only in name, Marcos 


ly the present but also our future, Most. Chief Justice Hilario Davide to come up 


—PR. ROBERTO R REYES University of Santo Tomas 


Clearing operations 
in Subic peaceful 


THIS REFERS TO THE NEWS REPORT 
headlined “Violence mars demolition at Subic 
Shipyard Project” by Allan Macatuno of the 
PDI Central Luzon Desk. (PDI, 5/1/06) 

Contrary to reports of violence, residents of 
sitio Agusuhin, the future site of the Hanjin 
Heavy Industries and Construction (HHIC) ship- 
building facility, accepted the check payments for 
their relocation, and the clearing of the area was 
hassle-free. Тор SBMA (Subic Bay Metropolitan 
Authority) officials even took tums in visiting the 
place to ensure that the clearing operations 
would proceed smoothly. Also, the residents 
have expressed satisfaction over the additional 
100 checks that have been released as part of the 
second wave of payments. 

Two residents of Sitio Agusuhin--Armida 
Salceda, 65, and Mary Joy Fernandez, 8—were. 
sick during the relocation. They were immedi- 
arely brought by medics to the SBMA dispen- 
sary. Reports about people having been hurt 
during the clearing operations аге baseless ru- 
mors meant to sow trouble and disrupt the 
Hanjin groundbreaking ceremonies. 

Of the 370 families affected by the project, a 
total of 297 families have received compensa- 
tion, They are now going through the relocation 
phase. The affected families have been offered 
the choice of two possible relocation sites: the 
Bataan Techno Park or Subic town, Both sites 
are within three kilometers of Agusuhin and are 
Strategically close enough to the Hanjin site 

ould they be employed there. 

Government representatives have been work- 
ing closely with the residents to ensure a smooth 
transfer to their new homes. In fact, their reloca- 
tion was rescheduled for this summer for the 
sake of the schoolchildren. A new schoolhouse is 
now being built at the relocation site and should 
be finished in бте for the opening of schools this 
coming June. Other public facilities, including a 
church, will also be built. For these, Hanjin has 
handed a donation of P2.7 million to officials of 
the SBMA and the town of Subic. 

‘According to Pat Nebres, president of the 
Agusuhin Neighborhood Association, most of 
the families are pleased with the way the relo- 
cation is being conducted by Hanjin and gov- 
ernment authorities. She said if there are prob- 
lems, these are minor ones, and they will prop- 
erly be resolved in due time. 

‘The construction of the Hanjin facility has 
already started on а 230-hectare lot inside the 
Subic pore. The establishment of this facility 
alone would create at least 30,000 direct and 
indirect job opportunities. It is a pity that there. 
is litle appreciation of the concerted efforts of 
the government and the private sector to im- 
prove the economy and living conditions of the 
people, and opportunists would rather put ob- 
stacles to progress. 


ARMIE C. LLAMAS, MPA, 
manager, Publie/Media Relations Office, 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority, 

Subic Bay Freeport Zone 


T witnessed the actual clearing operation in 
Sitio Agusuhin and it was not peaceful at all. It 
was attended by soldiers who stirred fear among 
the residents who told me that aside from the 
two people whom I reported to have been hurt, 
there were others who were injured during the 
forced demolition. They also told me they never 
intended to disrupt the construction of the ship- 
yard. They were fighting for just compensation 
“anda proper relocation sie. 
ALLAN MACATUNO, 
correspondent, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Respect the office 


DO YOU RESPECT THE OFFICE OR THE 
man? Neal Cruz says "Respect is cared, not 
forced on others." (PDI, 5/1/06) Some people 
have gone into addressing the person who occu- 
pies the Office of the President by her first name, 
Br nickname, and even without the rite. Is it be- 
cause they don't respect her or simply because 
they feel she shouldn't be addressed that way? 

іп the TV series "Band of Brothers," a lieu- 
tenant gives a captain a "quick salute" and the 
latter turns and tells the former, “You salute 
the rank, nor the man." 

People tend to call a president many names, 
nicknames or whatever. The appellations can 
be affectionate or derisive. Not unusual for 
public figures. That comes with the territory, 
so itis said. 

In any case, if you respect the person, you 
show your respect, If you don't, it would be 
good (especially if you're in the military) to 
Show respect for the office. Respect the office 
and be civil with the office holder. 

NOEL ADRIANO, 
adrlanoel@yahoo.com 


Government Warning: Cigarette smoking 
is dangerous to your health 
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DENR Quezon head axed over logging 
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Motorists urged to use alarms 
LEGAZPI CITY—The Traffic Manage- 
ment Group (TMG) has urged motorists 
to install high-tech alarm gadgets to 
protect their vehicles from car thieves 
and highway robbers. TMG chief Chief 
Supt. Errol Pan said during a visit here 
that while law enforcement agencies 
were in full gear in their anticar theft 
drive, the high-tech gadgets could deter 
car thieves. He asked for the support 
and cooperation of the community for 
success in stopping car theft. Pan sald a 
ILLUSTRATIONS BY ANTHONY MISTADES | gelivery van was recovered in less than 
three hours by joint operatives from the TMG and the local police after the 
Kabalikat Civicom Inc., a volunteer community radio group, reported the hi- 
jacking incident. The van, which contained P700,000 worth of assorted 
cigarettes, was seized by armed men in front of the public market in Guino- 
batan, Albay. 
Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Funny ordinance 


DARAGA, Albay—Municipal Councilor 
Ellen Magayanes has described as fun- 
nyan ordinance transforming a traffic 
congested area іп Barangay Kimantong 
here into a common Filcab terminal. 
Magayanes, who was on official travel 
when the ordinance, sponsored by 
Councilor Jesus Llabore, was approved, 
expressed doubt that the legislation was 
rallroaded, She added that instead of 
easing traffic in the town, the legislation 
made it worse. Kimantong residents, 
led by barangay and Sangguniang Ka- 
bataan officials, petitioned for the removal of the terminal, claiming that it 
was in a busy loading and unloading junction between two vulcanizing 
shops and a gasoline station, 

Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Medical mission 

OFFICERS and members of the APO ni Huwakin Inc., in coordination with 
the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) and A-1 Vision Center, 
will conduct a medical mission which includes free dental checkup, eye con- 
sultation and medicines on Мау 23 from 8 a.m. to noon at Barangay San 
Joaquin, Sto. Tomas, Batangas, according to a press release. 


Poll lottery postponed 
COTABATO CITY—The Commission. 
on Elections has postponed the 
scheduled drawing of lots to deter- 
mine the new mayor of Kabuntalan, 
Maguindanao. This, after the poll 
body, in an en banc resolution, direct- 
ed lawyer Lilian Radam, the Comelec 
municipal chair, to hold in abeyance 
the May 14 special hearing of Kabun- 
talan’s special board of canvassers at 
the Maguindanao provincial capitol 
during which mayoral aspirants Mike 
Fermin and Alimudin Macacua will 
draw lots. Both Macacua and Fermin got 2,208 votes following a spe- 
cial election held on May 6 in Barangay Guiwa. Radam said under the 
election code, drawing of lots was the alternative in a tle. Macacua 
asked the Comelec to investigate the May 6 special elections and deter- 
mine why the board stopped the casting of votes at about 2:18 p.m. or 
45 minutes before voting closed at 3 p.m. 
Edwin 0. Fernandez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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By Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LUCENA CITY—THE CONTROVERSIAL CHIEF OF 
the Department of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources in Quezon has been relieved from his post 
effective this week following a petition submitted 
to Malacafiang by Church leaders, government of- 
ficials and residents in the Reina (Real-Infanta- 
General Nakar) area of the province. 


Emrich Borja, head of the to replace Antonio 
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Provincial Environment and Nat- 
ural Resources Office, will be re- 
placed by Felipe Ortiz, former 
Palawan Penro and currently as- 
signed at the DENR central office, 
according to Wilfredo Riña, chief 
of the DENR-Calabarzon Forest 
‘Resources Conservation Division. 

Last month, more than 20,000 
residents of the Reina area signed 
а petition asking President Маса- 
pagal-Arroyo to stop logging in 
the Sierra Madre mountain 
ranges, 

They also urged the President 


Borja; 
Principe, DENR executive direc- 
tor for Southern Tagalog; and An- 
tonio Diwa, community environ- 
ment and natural resources offi- 
сег in Real They blamed the 
three officials for continued log- 
ging in the Sierra Madre. 

Apparently, only Borja was 
found culpable after the investi- 
gation, 

But according to Riña, the peti- 
tion had nothing to do with Bor- 
ja's removal. He refused to elabo- 
rate. 

In February, the provincial 


Napocor to transfer 
power barge to Iloilo 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau. 


ILOILO CITY—THE NATIONAL 
Power Corp. (Napocor) will 
transfer a 32-megawatt power 
barge from Cebu to Iloilo to pre- 
vent a power shortage in Iloilo 
City. 

Eduardo Eroy, Napocor vice 
president for thermal generation 
and Visayas head, said Napocor 
Power Barge 101 would be 
moved by the end of next month 
or early July. 

The barge is currently being 
cleaned off Mactan Island in Ce- 
bu until he first week of June. It 
will be towed to Subic for dry- 
docking. 

Eroy said the barge would be 
sent to Iloilo to ad- 
dress growing con- 


sion line. 

Under an agreement signed оп 
May 5, Napocor will supply pow- 
er to Panay Electric Co. (Peco), 
sole distributor of power to the 
city’s 180 barangays. 

Peco is now being supplied 
by the Mirant-owned Panay 
Power Corp. (PPC), while the 
rest of Panay gets power from 
Napocor. 

Last year, РРС had repeatedly 
warned of outages, saying it 
could not continue supplying 
Peco because of the latter's 
debts amounting to, P250 mil- 
lioni Hawa! 

Iloilo Mayor Jerry Trefias earli- 
er warned of outages starting this 
month when PPC was expected to 
have a shortfall of about 3 mW. 


board appealed to Ms Arroyo to 
order a stop to the continued de- 
struction of forests in the Sierra 
Madre after watching a video 
footage of illegal logging in the 
mountain range taken by the 
Church-based Social Action Cen- 
ter (SAC) and the Task Force Sier- 
ra Madre (TFSM). 

Borja absolved his office of 
any responsibility for the resur- 
gence of illegal logging in the 
Sierra Madre and instead point- 
ей to Manila-based DENR offi- 


cials as the ones to blame, 

The remarks — prompted 
Principe to castigate Borja. 

Afer feeling the heat, Borja 
took a combative stance and ih- 
stead accused the SAC and the 
TFSM of being themselves in- 
volved in illegal logging in the 
area. 

Quezon government and 
Church officials defended the in- 
tegrity of the two organizations, 
hailing them as front-liners in the 
protection of the Sierra Madre. 
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сет ‘of a possible 
power shortage in 
the city, the center of 
Western Visayas. 

He said the barge 
was no longer need- 
ed in Cebu after the 
completion ofthe Ce- 
bu-Mactan transmis- 
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Rea ty firm offers to remodel Burnham Park 


BAGUIO. CITY—FIL ESTATE of Washington, the government government up to P1.2 billion in Estate president. Robert John So- 
Cörp. which operates Camp John capital of the United States. overdue rent. brepefia, who has stakes in the 
Hay, has offered to remodel and Burnham Park draws most of Fil Estate runs the consortium John Hay project, is Fil Estate 
upgrade the near century-old the tourists arriving at the sum- that owns Camp John Нау Devel- chair. 
Burnham Park, on behalf of its mer capital each year, particularly opment Corp. (CJHDeveo), the Сало is proposing to raise two 
‘unnamed partners. because ofits manmade lake. developer of the former American commercial buildings and a two- 
"The offer is the frst development But the city government сап rest and recreation base. story pay parking structure, which 
initiative from a private group to be only sustain its yearly P17-mil-  CJHDevco is immersed in talks Fil Estate and its partners will oper- 
heard by the National Parks Devel- lion upkeep, said park adminis- with the Bases Conversion Devel- ate, after he conduci a three- 
opment Committee, which oversees trator Gerry Wayan. Many other opment Authority (BCDA) to pre- month feasibility study of the park 
Burhan and all other national parts of the park have gone to rot empt several legal complaints The firmwill foot all the bills for 
parks in the country according to a and needed immediate rehabili- surrounding its 25-year lease. renovating the rest of the park. 
Department of Tourism official, tation, he said. The developer owes the gov- In exchange, Carifio said in his 
"who is privy to the transactions. Fil Estate board director Noel ernment rent going back to the letter to Yaranon that the develo 
"he 34 hectare Burnham was Cariño began preliminary talks 19905, but it now considers the ers would remit 15 percent of its, 
built in 1909, according to de- on the project with the city gov. state liable when CJHDevco also net profits to the city government. egenis ы GÀ 
Ша prepared by American ar. ernment last year He offered lost its tax benefits in a Supreme _ Guided by former Assistant Sec- BURNHAM Lake now has boats rented out for P60 for an unlimited 
chitect Daniel Burnham. Mayor Braulio Yaranon early this Court ruling due to technicalities, retary Joseph Alabanza, adviser on бте. Previously, the charge was P60 an hour. The dwindling number 
“Burnham, whose Chicago year to beautify, renovate and de- Тһе Fil Estate offer also raised urban planning of then President of tourists forced commerce in Burnham Park in Baguio City to make 
WAN is considered one of the velop the park “subject to certain some questions when Cariño was Fidel Ramos, city architect adjustments, pum 
world's most influential architec- terms.” identified as the firm's president Josephine Chan is drawing up a 
Medias aho designed Baguio But the offer is being taken in an official letter sent to Yara- new park master plan that pre- ties, such asan underground райе upon the construction of buildings 
for the colonial American govern witha grain of salt because Fil Es- пол on March 20. serves Bumham's original design ing level near the football grounds. inside the park... Vincent Gabreza, 
ment, based on the urban layout tate's John Hay firm owes the Lawyer Ferdinand Santos is Fil while incorporating modem facili- The preliminary designs frown PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Pay-for-grade scam in Baguio uncovered 


GROUNDED 
Flying school ground personnel cle 


аға damaged single-propeller Cessna 150 trainer plane, after it crashed 


‘outside the Cebu airport while landing. The plane carried an unident 
and a Filipino instructor, who both suffered slight injuries in Saturday's accident. 


tified female South Korean flight student 


BAGUIO CITY—A UNIVERSITY 
student helped the National Bu- 
eau of Investigation entrap an 
English instructor she accused of 
running a pay-for-grade scam in a 
city college. 

But the student is now being 
sued by her classmates for alleged- 
ly being the accomplice of Cleto 
Chachapna Jr, 28, an instructor of 
the Baguio Central University. 

‘The studént is among the com- 
plainants against Chachapna, but 
four other students claimed she 
collected P100,900 from them to 
facilitate their graduation from 
the BCU nursing school. 

‘The four are asking City Prose- 
cutor Benedicto Carantes to now 
absolve Chachapna six days after 
his arrest. 

They claimed the student was 
the one who approached them 
lastyear and told them how to fix 
their grades. 

“We gave the money to the stu- 
dent in sheer despair because we 
are already graduating students, 
and we are so anxious to graduate. 
in pursuit of our dreams for better. 
lives,” they said in their affidavits. 

The  NBLBaguio arrested 
Chachapna on May 3 when he 
supposedly accepted marked 
money from the students in a lo- 
cal restaurant. 

Chachapna is supposedly behind 
the scam, in which the students said 
they could pay P3,000 “in exchange 
ofa passing grade in any major nurs- 
ing Subject,” and P1,000 “for a pass- 
ing grade in any minor subject” 

But the four said they were sur- 
prised about the teacher's in- 
volvement. 

Chachapna claimed he was 


RISING COSTS 


PNOC drops bid to build new geothermal plant 


framed by the student, according 
tohis lawyer. 

"[Chachapna] admits discussing 
the plot with the student, but he said 
he never participated in the deed. He 


said it was the student who executed 
the plot [to extort money from the 
students in exchange for good 
grades]. 1f the deed was merely con- 
templated and not acted upon, it is 
nota crime,” the lawyer said. 

The Ingumer learned that 
Chachapna's lawyer was also the 
counsel of the four complainants, 
‘who implicated the student in the 
scam this week. 

“Tt was... the student who con- 
vinced us that there is hope [for us 
because we can still] obtain passing 
grades, and that she will be able to 
convince our teachers to give us 
passing grades,” the students said. 

“She also told us to tell any- 
body else who is interested in 
passing their subjects [about her 
offer]. Thus by word of mouth, it 
has been spread among our class- 
mates, if not in the whole school 
that she possesses the power and 
influence to obtain a passing 
grade in any of the subjects a stu- 
dentis enrolled in,” they said. 

They claimed that they paid the 
student twice, the first time in De- 
cember 2005, and the second this 
year “because she said her con- 
tacts were not satisfied with the 
money that we gave her. 

They said that when they tried 
but failed to get their transcripts, 
they sought out the student and de- 
manded the return of their money. 

“We were then all surprised to 
learn that on May З, a certain Cleto 
‘Chachapna Jr. was arrested for ob- 
taining money from the student in 
exchange of passing grades. We 
never had any transaction with 
Cleto Chachapna Jr. as we made all 
our transactions with the student.” 

“к is for this reason that we 
‘would like to request the authorities 
to dismiss our complaint against 
Cleto Chachapna Jr,” they said. 

Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern. 
Luzon Bureau 
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ergy Development 
Corp. (PNOC-EDC) 
has dropped plans of 
borrowing money to 
build. another 20- 
megawatt geother- 
mal plant in Baran- 
gay Nasuji, this town 
following the failure 
ofa second bidding. 

Paul _ Aquino, 
PNOC-EDC рге} 
dent, told reporters 
on Thursday that the 
bids submitted by 
suppliers were way 
above their allocated 
amounts | because 
prices had gone up 
considerably since 
the time the budget 
маз prepared. 

Aquino said the 
cost of producing one 
megawatt of electric- 
ity used to be only P1 
million. Now, he said, 
it costs about P50 
million. 


No borrowing 

“The government 
will no longer bor- 
row money and 
spendit (for the pow- 
er plan), Aquino 
said. Instead, the 
PNOC-EDC has invit- 
ed private companies 
to put up a plant and 
market the 20 mW of 
steam for 25 years. 

“If a private party 
is willing to do that, 
the government has 
no business going in- 
to it," Aquino said. 

He said several 
companies had al- 
ready submitted let- 
ters of intent to build 
the power plant. 

He said that the 
20 mW from the fu- 
ture Nasuji plant 
was already includ- 
ed in the Philippine 
Energy Plan, which 
aimed to boost the 
40-45 mW expected 
production of he 
Northern Negros 
Geothermal Project 
in Bago City by 
February next year. 

The _ Palinpinon 
plant of the PNOC- 
EDC supplies steam 
to the National Pow- 
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Con-ass bid could mean Senate days numbered 


"From page А! 
tors had become a stumbling block to 
“Charter change, and that "I don't want. 
‘to forfeit my duty to help write a new 
- Constitution" in a constituent assembly 
if the court were to rule in favor of 

-Congress “voting as one." 

“at Twisting the knife in the flesh, Santi- 
ago said she would go even as far as 
abolishing the Senate to make way for a 
unicameral legislature. 

Leaving aside the legal issues to 
lawyers to debate, this article under- 
lines that what is significant in San- 
tiago's shift is that it marks a defec- 


tion from the ranks of the Senate, al- 
ready breaking from the statements 
by Senators Edgardo Angara and 
Manuel "Lito" Lapid that they would 
participate in a constituent assem- 
bly. 


Shifts in allegiance 

‘Whether or not one agrees with San- 
tiago, no one can stay neutral over her 
or ignore her. No one, for example, can 
overlook the volatile shifts in her politi 
cal allegiance, including her current 
dalliance with President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo. 


Whether or not the issue of the con- 
stituent assembly could be resolved by 
the Supreme Court during the third 
congressional session remains to be 
seen, but an acceleration of events is 
putting pressure on the Senate to 
demonstrate its relevance. 

These events are no longer idle 
speculation. They have empirical ba- 
sis. They raise questions about 
whether the Senate's days are num- 
bered, or whether itis being marginal- 
ized. 

They do not depend for answers оп 
whether or not Santiago's apocalyptic 


prediction of the Senate's demise and 
her time frame of its extinction come 
true. 

First, there is relentless pressure 
from the House and the administra- 
tion to fast-track the process of consti- 
tutional change within the next 12 
months, through either the people's 
initiative mode, which seems to have 
hit a dead end, or the constituent as- 
sembly mode. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia is not spar- 
ing any effort to install an "interim par- 
lament” by July 2007. Santiago has 
‘come on board the constituent assem- 
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bly express train and some senators are re- 
ported to be wavering, waiting for the out- 
‘come ofa challenge in the Supreme Court. 


Unfinished business 

Second, the Senate agenda for the next 
months is crammed with unfinished bu: 
ness, several of which concern investiga- 
tions which were suspended in September 
lastyear, when the President banned exec- 
utive department officials from testifying 
at Senate inquiries without her permis- 
sion. 

These include the Garcillano tapes case 
and the NorthRail project, through which 
Senate President Franklin Drilon and Sen. 
Juan Ponce Enrile are trying to pin down the 
administration for alleged corruption. 

Now that the Supreme Court has decided 
to uphold the right of the Senate to compel 
executive officials to testify “in aid of legisla- 
tion,” the Senate reopens today inquiries into 
these two pending cases. 

The Senate is under pressure to put a clo- 
sure to these inquiries within the next 12 
‘months before itis overtaken by the develop- 
ments on the Cha-cha express track. It has al- 
ready come under scathing fire from Ms Ar- 
royo's House allies. 

House Majority Leader Prospero Nograles 
is not alone in saying the senators’ “obsession 
to oust President Arroyo has so blinded their 
primary task of legislate” that they are now 
the “National Fault Finding Investigators of 
the Republic.” Not a few citizens share this 
view. 

There is doubt whether the Senate can put 
а closure to its inquiries within the year. The 
Senate, as well the House, is not one of the 
most popular public institutions of the Repub- 
lic. 


Sordid record 


The Senate's record of putting closure to its 
cases is pretty sordid. It blew its last big 
chance to rise above this history in January 
2001, when, acting as a tribunal in the im- 
peachment trial of then President Joseph 
Estrada, it suppressed evidence on his bank 
transactions. The suppression triggered Peo- 
ple Power I1 

The more important issue of closure fac- 
ing the Senate is its own demise if it is over- 
taken by the momentum of events generat- 
ed by the Cha-cha movement. Its time frame 
is narrow. By mid-2007, the Senate cannot 
evade the issue that history might be com- 
ing full circle. 

"The Philippine legislature started as a uni- 
cameral Philippine. Assembly in.1907. ‘The 
Senate wascreatedbby thadones Law of 1916, 
at the behest of Manuel L. Quezon, who ini 
ated it as a rival power center in his struggle 
for dominance in Philippine politics with 
Speaker Sergio Osmefia. 


Back to unicameral? 

"This legacy left by Quezon has defined the 
Senate's behavior as the spoiler to the presiden- 
су in the years to come. Historical development 
‘of Congress is going back to its unicameral ori- 
gin, putting the House on the crest of the сш- 
rent tide for the parliamentary system. 

The historian Joseph Ralph Hayden has 
succinctly observed that “Philippine parties 

.. were instruments of liberty rather than of 
government.” 

"The Senate accent on investigations epito- 
mizes this assessment. The important question 
staring the Senate is: Will it be missed by the 
people, except for the soap opera on its floor? 
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Sth Week of Easter 
Isidore, the Farmer 
(Labrador) 
Ast Reading: Acts 14:15-18 
Gospel: John 14:21-26 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever keeps 
my commandments is the one who loves me. 
Ihe loves me, he will also be loved by my Fa- 
ther; 1 too shall love him and show myself 
clearly to him." 

Judas—not the Iscariot--asked Jesus, 
“Lord, how сап it be that you will show your- 
self clearly to us and not to the world?" Jesus 
answered him, "If anyone loves me, һе will 
keep my word and my Father will love him; 
and we will come to him and make a room in 
his home, But if anyone does not love me, һе 
will not keep my words, and these words that 
you hear are not mine but the Fathers who 
sent me. 

* told you all this while 1 was still with 
you. From now on the Helper, the Holy Spirit 
whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things and remind you of all that 
Ihave told you." 

Commentary 

* Paul and Barnabas preach in Iconium and 
they are stoned. They flee but continue to 
preach wherever they go. In Lystra they once 
again heal a cripple, drawing him to his feet, 
ап image of standing for belief, of resurrec- 
tion. And they seck to introduce the people 
who are in awe of them to the hidden mystery 
of God among them. Jesus patiently teaches 
his disciples that he will be with them when 
they are true to his Word, and that the Father 
will love them and they (the Trinity) will 
make their dwelling place with thenvus. It is 
the power of the Spirit of God that will do 
these things. 
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2 chambers of Congress seen to clash on priorities. 


From page Al the EO 464 clampdown. and other key legislation, such as ly" adopt the House-approved of the expanded value-added tax  Quashing speculations on the 
‘As in previous years, а third of Charter change advocates in the the proposed election automation, version, which copied en toto and the taxes on alcohol and to- Senate leadership shake-up, Sen- 
the budget was allocated for debt House led by Rep. Mauricio G. Do- national policy for tourism and bio-  Malacafiang’s original proposal, bacco, the senator added. ate President Franklin Drilon yes- 
service payments at P340 billion. mogan lauded administration Sen. fuel program, Senate Majority except for some minor revisions. 5 terday declared he would keep 
House Majority Leader Prospero Miriam Defensor-Santiago for pre- Leader Francis Pangilinan said. “Тһе Senate did this last year and Leadership shake-up his deal with Villar and would. 
Nograles said he expected the re- dicting last week that the Senate г we had a 2005 budget,” he said. “In that case, a bicameral con- back him in his bid to succeed to 
maining days to be more produc- would cease to exist in two months 2 options The second option was for ће ference will take place,” he said. the Senate presidency in July. 
tve for the lower chamber He sald as the move to adopt the райа- Senator Arroyo outlined two chamber to revise the budget toa “What will be the outcomeisany- — "I will stand by that commit. 
that it did not have to deal with as mentary system gained ground. options forthe Senate on the bud- “more realisticand justifiable lev- body's guess, but the Senate has ment,” Drilon said. With a report 
many committee inquiries as the Speaker Jose de Venecia and get. He said it could “substantial- el,” consistent with the objectives done its duty.” from Christine O. Avendaño 
Senate. Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
President Macapagak-Arroyos were optimistic yesterday that 
political adviser, Gabriel Claudio, Santiago's colleagues would fol- 
yesterday also expressed concern low her lead and support the 
the remaining sessions would be House position that Congress 
taken up by “politically motivated should vote as one in forming it- 
inquiries” in the Senate. self into a constituent assembly. 
Claudio said the Palace will con- А majority of the senators have 
vene the Legislative-Executive De- expressed preference for a consti- 
velopment Advisory Council to- tutional convention to revise the 
morrow to “maximize the use" of Charter, which Пе Venecia 
the remaining session days. viewed as costly and time-con- 
: suming, and could further exac- 
Government paralysis erbate the raging political crisis. 
“Expect the start of total war be- “I predict that Miriam's dream of ў 
tween Congress and the executive the Senate killed by July will remain 
branch,” said Golez. He said the just a dream. | hope her dream 
“truth-seeking Congress" will “clash doesn't happen because І see only 
with the stonewalling executive de- опе way it could happen—by brute 
termined to cover up the truth.”  forceand fraud,” Golez added. Е 
“Malacafiang will continue to 1 | 


invoke Executive Order No. 464 Senate caucus 
evenifitwasalreadystruckdown The senators are holding a cau- 
by the Supreme Court,” he said, cus today to discuss the upcom- 
referring to the gag order on gov- ing workload. 
ernment officials summoned to — In view of the Senate's budget 
appear at congressional hearings. hearings that started іп mid- 
“Because of Malacafangs all November last year, the senators 
out shameless campaign to hide should have “less plenary discus- 
the truth, and with the Senate, as sions” on the measure in the com- 
well as the House minority press- ing weeks, Arroyo said. 
ing for the truth, the government беп. Ralph Recto had said he 
will be paralyzed and the people . and his colleagues would pass the 
will be sacrificed on the altar of budget, but it would be lower 
lies and cover-up,” said Golez. than the current proposal. Sen. 
Investigations of the "Hello Manuel Villar Jr. echoed this, say- 
Garci” election fraud scandal al- ing it would be ridiculous to ap- 
legedly involving Ms Arroyo and prove it in July when the 2007 
four generals and the P700-mil- budget would be presented. 
lion fertilizer scam have те. Ar todays Senate caucus, the 
mained unresolved because of agenda would focus on the budget 
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Skin whiteners ... 


From page Al 

But the illegally produced lotion she 
bought in a store near this village in south- 
eastern Thailand turned her skin into a patch- 
‘work of albino pink and dark brown. Doctors 
say her condition may be irreversible. 

ST never look in the mirror anymore,” she 
aid, sobbing during an interview. 

Whiter skin is being aggressively marketed 
across Asia. Vast selections of skin-whitening 
creams on supermarket and pharmacy 
shelves testify to an industry that has flour- 
ished over the past decade. 

In the Philippines, Hong Kong, Malaysia, 
South Korea and Taiwan, fourof every 10 wom- 
еп use whitening creams, according to a survey 
by Synovate, a market research company. 

The skin-whitening craze is not just for the. 
face. It includes creams that whiten darker 
patches of skin in armpits and "pink nipple” 
lotions that bleach away brown pigment. 


Dangerous trend 

And while many if not most whitening 

creams are safe, doctors, consumer groups 
-and government officials are reporting dan- 
gerous consequences of the trend. 

There are women who use blemish creams in 
large, harmful amounts. And there are also inex- 
pensive black market products with powerful but 
ilegal bleaching agents that are selling briskly 
particularly in the poorer parts of Southeast Asia. 

“I have a lot of complaints—with pho- 
tographs—which show that before the cream 
is used the face is fine and then after it looks 
like its been roasted in the oven,” said Dar- 
shan Singh, the manager for Malaysia's Na- 
tional Consumer Complaints Center, a non- 
profit group, 

Skin-whitening products work in various 
ways. Some contain acids that remove old 
skin to reveal newer, lighter skin underneath. 

Other products inhibit melanin, like those 
with mulberry extract, licorice extract, kojic 
acid, arbutin and hydroquinone, an ingredi- 
ent in prescription creams for blemishes as 
‘well asin photo processing materials. 


Cheap but risky 

Some of the most effective agents are also 
risky—and are often the least expensive, like 
mercury-based ingredients or hydroquinone, 
which in Thailand sells for about $20 per kilo- 
gram, compared with highly concentrated 
licorice extract, which sells for about $20,000 
per kilogram. 

Hydroquinone has been shown to cause 
leukemia in пісе and other animals. The Eu- 
ropean Union banned it from cosmetics in 
2001, but it shows up in bootleg creams in the 
developing world. 

This particular agent is sold in the United 
States as an over-the-counter drug, but with a 
concentration of hydroquinone not exceeding 
2 percent, 

Last year, 62 new skin-whitening products 
were introduced in supermarkets or pharma- 
Чез across the Asia-Pacific region, according 
to Datamonitor, a market research firm, accel- 
erating а trend that has seen an average of 56 
new products introduced annually over the 
past four years. 

Thailand's Food and Drug Administration 
has published a list of 70 illegal whitening 
creams, Indonesian officials have identified 
morethan 50 banned cosmetics. New York 
Times News Service 
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ragedy of Cultural Revolution recalle 


From page Al 


mies," Xu Youyu, a philosophy professor at 

the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, told 

Agence France-Presse recently. 
Mao's main revolutionary tools were stu- 


: dents and workers, whom he rallied against 
è What Drives You RID 


ures of authority accused of taking “the capi- З 
talist road." 


Red Guards 

Nine days after Mao's directive, a radical. 
philosophy instructor at Beijing University, 
Nie Yuanzi, put up a poster criticizing the uni- a 
versity's administration for “suppressing the. 
revolutionary masses." It launched what was 
to become the vanguard of the revolutionary 
upheaval—the Red Guard movement consi 
ing mainly of students who went on a ram- 
page to terrorize the nation. 

‘The movement spread like wildfire to other» 
universities and high schools across the coun- 
try, shutting down the entire education sys- 
tem as teachers and intellectuals were beaten % 
ortortured—often to death. 

Mao's appeal to the young radicals to 
"bombard the (CCP) headquarters" in August » 
1966 unleashed a tidal wave of political per- 
secution and violence. That month came to be 
known as “Red August" because of all the» 
blood that was spilt. 

Bands of Red Guards roamed the country - 
with Mao's blessing, hounding “capitalist road- 

У” and destroying with fervor any objects _ 


ers 
deemed symbols of “feudalist oppression,” ^ 
such as cultural, art and religious relics. і 


Mao's cult М 

When Mao reviewed one million Red 
Guards who packed Tiananmen Square for 
the first of eight times in August 1966, his cult 
status had reached its zenith. 

"The Red Guards were like God's army, 
they were Chairman Mao's soldiers," Lu Li'an, 

a former Red Guard who later spent 11 years » 
in jail for criticizing the excesses of the move- 
ment, told Agence France Presse. 

The ferocity of the movement continued to 
multiply as rival radical factions fought, 
pitched battles for control in the cities, plung- 
ing the country into а state of civil war. 

The People's Liberation Army took their al- 
lotted task of disbanding all “counterrevolu- » 
tionary organizations” as carte blanche to 
smash militant groups opposed to their own | 
organization interests 

In a bid to restore order in December 1968, 
Mao ordered the Red Guards sent to the coun- 
tryside to be "reeducated by the impoverished 
peasants.” ТЯ ОО 

"The,violence petered out, although pürgis 
and power struggles continued. 

Prominent political figures purged during ., 
the Cultural Revolution included Deng Xiaop- 
The unbeatable cleaning power ing, who astonishingly came back to succeed „ 

Mao as China's paramount leader, and then’, 
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"The party said Mao had made "gross mis- 
takes" but also stated his contributions had 
been far greater, hence preserving his stature 
ў as the "great leader" while maintaining the le- 
with а gitimacy of party rule. к 
TÉCHRON ТІ беттен 
CALTEX persecution during the Cultural Revolution, 
although academics say determining an exact 
figure is impossible, 


ne Scars of revolution 
What is indisputable is that while China is” 
now experiencing its "economic miracle," the 
scars of the Cultural Revolution remain. 
“The Cultural Revolution has caused invi 
ble and irrecoverable internal injuries іп peo- 
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"Most Chinese students forever lost their 
innocence, optimism and spirit of service and " 
these were precious resources for China's 

М modernization ... this is the Cultural Revolu- 
tion's real tragedy” AFP ' 
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Themen fled опа motorcycle toward 
the highway said Sr. Cecille Ruiz, chair 
of Karapatan in Central Luzon, which 
conducted а fact-finding mission. 


Bloody trail 

‘The slaying followed the abduction 
of Anakpawis leader Benedicto Mag- 
daong in Angeles City on May 5. Mag- 
daong is still missing. 

On May 9, Bayan Muna's chair in 
Misamis Occidental, Jemias Tinam- 
bacan, a Protestant pastor, was also 
killed by unidentified assailants. 

‘The following day, in Isabela, two 
more Bayan Muna members were 
murdered. 


Military hand 

Roman Polintan, Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan (Bayan) chair in Central 
Luzon, suspected the military was 
again behind the latest killing. 

'Malacafiang on Friday said Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo had ordered 
the PNP to “leave no stone unturned” 
in investigating the killing of militant 
figures. 

‘House Deputy Minority Leader 
Satur Ocampo, leader of the Bayan 
Muna party-list group, denied gov- 
emment claims that the bloody 
purges ordered by the CPP in the 
1980s were continuing to this day. 

“Te will be a propaganda vehicle for 
[the government] to blame the Left 
for the continued killing of activists 
and exculpate the state security 
forces that appear circumstantially to 
be the perpetrators,” Ocampo said in 
a phone interview. 


Grand conspiracy 
Ocampo said the "grand conspira- 
cy" to pin him down and the other 


93rd lefti 


members of the so-called “Batasan 5” 
militant lawmakers for the unsolved 
murders could be gleaned from Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez's claim 
that the rebellion cases recently filed 
against the congressmen could open 
a “Pandora's box" of revelations on 
the communist purges. 

Bayan Muna’s De Castro warned 
that thousands of leftist activists and 
sympathizers would join Bayan Muna 
to finally oust Ms Arroyo. 

“Were sure that all fallen ac- 
tivists--including the 93 Bayan Muna 
martyrs—will get justice because well 
see to it that GMA will be ousted before 
the end of her term,” De Castro vowed. 


Bogus probe 

De Castro said Ms Arroyo's investi- 
gation order was “just for media con- 
sumption.” 

Те Castro asked the Catholic Bish- 
ops Conference of the Philippines, 
other churches and the Commission 
оп Human Rights “to help unravel the 
brains and perpetrators behind the 
serial political killings.” 

De Castro said that based on his 
group's experience, the police only 
conducted routinary investigations, 

"They have no intention to go 
deeper,” he said, adding that the po- 
lice knew that the military inteli- 
gence group was behind the killing of 
activists. 

De Castro also said the purge theo- 
ту of the government—accusing the 
militants of killing each other—was a 
big insult to them, to the families of 
the victims and the victims them- 
selves. 


“Baseless accusation’ 

Parrying the militants’ allegations, 
Justice Secretary Gonzalez claimed 
the rebellion cases against the 
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st leader killed 


“Batasan 5" would reveal the role of 
the communists in the killing of mili- 
tant activists. 

"The case will even solve the mys- 
tery behind the present killings,” he 
said. 

National Security Adviser Norberto 
Gonzales, for his part, said there were 
indications that the Communist Party 
“has been killing members of the NPA 
and other militant groups in a bid to 
cleanse its ranks of infilrators." 

He expressed confidence that he 
would be able to gather information 
that could help the authorities solve 
some of the slayings, which he be- 
lieved were part of a CPP purge of its 
ranks. 

"This "only shows the ruthlessness 
of communist leaders and their total 
disregard to human life," he said. 

Lt. Col. Ricardo Visaya, comman- 
der of the Army's 69th Infantry Bat- 
talion based in Mexico, Pampanga, 
said the military had no hand in the. 
killing of Nardo or in the abduction of 
Magdaong. 

“Thats а baseless accusation," 
Visaya told the INQUIRER. 

The battalion does not maintain a 
detachment in the area where the 
killing occurred or in Angeles, he 
said. 

Visaya alleged the series of killings 
of militant leaders was the work of 
the CPR the New People's Army and 
the National Democratic Front. 

Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan Jr., com- 
mander of the Army' 7th Infantry Di- 
vision in Central Luzon, did not take 
the Inqum’s calls on Sunday, but he 
earlier denied having organized, 
trained or maintained a so-called 
“Black Army" to kill political activists. 

With reports from Michael Lim 


Ubac and Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI 
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val, Bianca played an inspired Schubert Im- 
promptu No. 4 ín A Flat Minor. 

Licad and the audience were impressed. 

This was not the first encounter between 
the world-acclaimed pianist and the young 
talent. They had met four years earlier in 
Tuguegarao City in Cagayan. 

In 2002, Bianca and her busiriessm: 
ther Esmond travelled seven hours from Pi 
dig to Tuguegarao to watch a Licad concert. 

“after the concert, Bianca and I could hard- 
ly say a word. We were so moved by Licad's 
performance," Esmond said. 

"Her hands were so quick and they made 
such beautiful sounds," Bianca recalled. 

Father and daughter had planned to head back 
to Посо Norte after breakfast іл their hotel. Ву 
chance, they saw Licad and her concert organizer, 
Pablo Tariman, eating in the same restaurant. 

Seizing the moment, the two approached Li- 
cad to have some piano pieces autographed. 

"That was when she learned that I was a pi- 
ano student,” Bianca said, recalling that Licad 
asked her to spread her fingers to check for 
length and flexibility. 


Ungodly hour to play 

Sensing the young girl's earnestness, Licad 
asked Bianca to play for her. But since there 
маз no piano at the hotel, they walked to a 
nearby bar which had an upright piano. Tari- 
man, who knew the owner, asked that the bar 
be opened at the ungodly hour of9 a.m. 

There, Licad chatted with Bianca and lis- 
tened to her play foran hour. 

“I played several simple pieces including 
Saint-Saëns’ ‘The Swan’ ... and Beethoven's 
"Fur Elise.’ She noticed an error in the tempo,” 
Bianca said, noting that the tempo she adopt- 
ed was based on her piano lessons. 

Licad then asked Bianca to play her own. 
version of the piece and to ignore what she 
had learned from her piano teacher. 


Correct version 

"She said my version was correc,” Bianca said. 

Licad was impressed and told Bianca to 
‘work hard and for Esmond to take his daugh- 
terto a good music school. 

“Thad to convince myself that this was hap- 
pening. Perhaps, Licad was just being nice to 
us because we came all the way from Piddig. 
But followed her advice and took Bianca to a 
good music school,” Esmond said. 

Tariman, in fact, recommended Nita Quin- 
to of the University of the Philippines College 
of Music in Diliman, Quezon City. Bianca has 
been under Quinto's guidance since. 

Later, someone suggested that Esmond take 
Bianca to see former first lady Imelda Marcos, 
‘who was so impressed by Bianca's performance 
she asked how she could help the young pianist. 

When told that Bianca wanted to study at 
the Philippine High School for the Arts in Mt. 
Makiling in Los Bafios, Laguna, Marcos wrote 
a letter endorsing Bianca for a scholarship. 

Nevertheless, the young pianist went 
through the usual auditions to earn a slot at 
the PHSA where she is now a sophomore. She. 
spends five days attending classes at the PH- 
SA and the rest of the week at the UP College 
of Music for plano lessons. 

In Paoay, a few hours before the April 30 
concert, Licad asked Bianca to play her Schu- 
bert piece, 

“It was the first time she heard Bianca per- 
form since that fateful meeting four years 
ago,” Tariman told the INQUIRER. 

“She has improved a lot,” Tariman sald, re- 
counting Licad's comments. 
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St. Scho freshman would have turned 18 this week 


By Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGU- 
na—Two days after she was re- 
ported missing, the body of a 
student of St. Scholastica's Col- 
lege in Manila was found float- 
ing in.a creek in Bacoor, Cavite, 


last Friday. 

SPO4 Dante Ordono, officer-on-case, identified 
the victim as Marilet Asentado, a first year Mass 
Communications student and a resident of Goid- 
en City Subdivision in Barangay Salawag, Das- 
mariñas, Cavite. 

Asentado would have tumed 18 on Wednes- 
day. 

‘Ordono said officials of Barangay Molino called 
up the Pag-Asa police detachment at around 8 
a.m. Friday to report that they had found the body 
ofa woman іл а creek near the Daang Hari road. 


Half-naked body 

‘Asentado's body was halfnaked, with her 
pants pulled down to her knees. “The body was 
bloated almost beyond recognition,” Ordono told 
the Ingumen over the phone. 

He said that aside from the victim's bag which 
contained an identification card, the police also 
found a towel at the crime scene which they be- 
lieve belonged to the suspects. 

‘Ordono said the victim could have been raped 
before she was killed. 


Disbelief 

Relatives of Asentado called on the police to 
conduct a speedy investigation. Florman Asenta- 
do, the victim's older brother, said their family stil 
could not believe the tragedy that had befallen his 
sister 

“All we want now is justice. We call on anybody 
who could have any information on this case. We 
call on anybody who could have seen my sister 
before she was raped and murdered. Please help 
157 Florman said in a separate interview. 

Florman said the last time they saw the victim 
was when she left their house at around 10 a.m. 
last Wednesday to attend her summer class in St. 
Scholasticas 


Rosales seeks 
Noli's help 


MANILA ARCHBISHOP GAUDENCIO CARDI- 
nal Rosales has asked Vice President Noli de 
Castro to ensure that families displaced by the 
SouthRail project would be relocated to a site 
with adequate facilities. 

Ina letter to De Castro dated May 12, Rosales 
also requested that he look into the possibility of 
finding alternative "in-city relocation sites.” 

“Poor people living along the railroad tracks 
from Caloocan to Los Baños have come to me 
several times to ask for my help with their reloca- 
tion problems,” the cardinal said. 

Some of these problems, he added, included 
“children’s education, family income, distant re- 
location and excessive concern for cut-off dates 
and deadlines” regarding the relocation process. 

Rosales said that based on a study conducted 
by the Urban Poor Associates, the situation at the 
relocation site in Cabuyao, Laguna, was “serious- 
Бра" 


Poor facilities 

"Hunger has doubled since people were relo- 
cated; the water is not potable without boiling; 
there is stil no light and family incomes have 
fallen to P5,568 on average a month from a pre- 
location level of P6,500 to P7,500,” the cardinals 
Jenter read. 

"Therefore, І am asking you as a representa- 
tive of the government to first assure housing, 
water, electric and school facilities before setting 
a definite date for all evictions along the 
SouthRail. This will allow the government to 
complete the unfinished tasks іп the Cabuyao re- 
location site and to look more closely for in-city 
relocation sites,” Rosales told De Castro. — , 

De Castro heads the Housing and Urban De- 
velopment Coordinating Council which is in 
charge of relocating nearly 32,000 families who 
will be displaced by the SouthRail rehabilitation 
and modernization project. 

The over $50-million government project will 
cover the Philippine National Railways 36-kilo- 
meter railway from Caloocan City to Alabang. 
Once completed, it will have the capacity to carry 
roughly 187,000 passengers a day. 
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Amother and her daughter watch over the newest addit 


their family, a baby boy. Malls were packed yesterday as 
paid tribute to the single greatest influence in their lives: 
Mothers. змушана | 
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Not for private use’ 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. use of government vehicles order, being the subject of an 
ў for appropriate legal action: administrative order from 
IGOING ОМ VACATION? either suspension or dis- Malacafiang as early as Au- 
Taking your kids to school? missal from the service,” the gust 2005, apparently in re- 
"Makesureyouarenotusinga memorandum signed by city sponse to many complaints 
jovernment vehicle. administrator Reynaldo about government employ- 
In a memorandum last Dionisio said. ees and officials using gov- 
"week, the Pasig City govern- Copies of the memoran- ernment cars to go- shopping, 
4mentremindeditsemployees dum were distributed to all to dine at restaurants, fetch 
Зпечег to use government ve- offices at the City Hall. their children. 
‘icles for private trips. "We have to anticipate Dionisio said that there was 
“The Office of the Om- these things. We have to re- “a need to remind our people 
Jbudsman and the Land Trans- mind our employees," Dioni- because if not, they would 
Yportation Office are closely sio told the INQUIRER. think this order is not being 
monitoring the unauthorized The prohibition is an old implemented seriously” 
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RECOVERED STOLEN CAR 

L ‘Chief Supt. Nicasio Radovan Jr., Quezon City Pollee District director, presents to media the Nissan Patrol of 
ELECTRIC en 4 Pangasinan Rep. Amado Espino, which was found abandoned in a remote sugar cane plantation in Porac, 
Pampanga last Friday. The vehicle was stolen on Tuesday evening in Quezon City. Two suspected car thieves. 
were also arrested, pantowooc 
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RISKY BUSINESS 

Aman ona bike braves the rains and strong winds, with only a plastic sheet wrapped 
around his head for protection. Intermittent rains were feltin most parts of the country 
yesterday, as “Caloy” continued to move across Luzon. enzo 


TT METROBRIEFS ..... 
Speed up road work in Manila 


IN PREPARATION for the rainy season, the Manila City government has ordered the City Engineer's Of- 
fice to speed up work on road and drainage projects. "The pace of all redevelopment and maintenance 
work in Manila must be accelerated before the rainy season sets in. Unfinished construction work, es- 
pecially on the city's streets and thoroughfares, could definitely cause flooding that aggravate the trat- 
fic situation and cause accidents," Mayor Lito Atienza said. He also directed City Engineer Armand An- 
dres to take advantage of the few remaining days of summer to cover street diggings and potholes and 
clear clogged sewage systems. The city recently bought two trucks to augmant Из heavy equipment. 
The case loader/backhoe truck and Isuzu NPR truck equipped with a baker aerial ІН cost P6 million. 
and P11 million, respectively. 

Erika Sauler 


: Giri Scouts national convention 
NEW CHALLENGES, New opportunities" is the overall theme of tha 20th national council convention of 
the Girl Scouts of the Philippines which will be held on May 25 to 27 at the Century Park Hotel in 
+ Malate, Manila. Over 400 Girl Scouts presidents, executives and participants from 95 GSP councils 
nationwide are expected to attend the three-day national gathering. They 
will exchange ideas during panel discussions on the following topics: 
‘Building membership and social marketing and branding,” "Creative re- 
source generation" and "Functional board committees.” Resource persons 
include Emily Abrera, chairman emeritus of McCann Erickson Philippines, 
Lolita Garcia, council president of the Bukidnon Girl Scouts Council; and 
„Ма. Consuelo F. Corpuz, council president of the Ilocos Norte Girl Scouts 
Council. Acting Education Secretary Fe Hidalgo will be the special guest and 
speaker on May 26. 
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Ramon Magsaysay 


255 Memorial Medical Center 
ux congratulates its 2006 Graduates 


College of Physical Therapy * College of Nursing 
College of Medicine • Graduate School 
UERMMNC Institute for Studies on Diabetes Foundation Inc. 


Outstanding Graduates 


Christianne O. Dante 
Valedictorian and Cum Laude, 
College of Physical Therapy 


Celine Andrea V. Hao Thea Andrea T. Sarmiento 
Valedictorian and Cum Laude, Valedictorian, 
College of Medicine College of Nursing 
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Tomorrow 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


CLOSE TO P20 MILLION WORTH 
of unauthorized computer pro- 
grams were seized by agents of 
the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion in simultaneous raids on two 
design firms in Pasig City last 
Thursday. 

The owners of Beyond Space 
Group, Inc. and One Zone Asia 
(Philippines) Inc., both located 
оп Doha Julia Vargas Avenue in 
Ortigas Center, now face charges. 
of copyright infringement, ac- 
cording to NBI Intellectual Prop- 
erty Rights Division (IPRD) chief 
Jose Justo Yap. 

Yap said Autodesk Inc., manu- 
facturers of the Autocad pro- 
gram, filed a complaint with the 
NBI regarding the firms use of 
unauthorized copies of the soft- 
ware. 

NBI operatives were able to ob- 


tain a search warrant from Mani- 
la Regional Trial Court Judge An- 
tonio Eugenio Jr, authorizing 
them to conduct raids on Beyond 
Space Group Inc., located at Unit 
2004 Antel Global Corporate 
Center 3, and One Asia ( Philip- 
pines) Inc., located at Unit 2401 
and 2404 of the same building. 

NBI agent Joseph Furing said 
the operatives were able to seize 
46 personal computers contain- 
ing 76 pieces of unauthorized Au- 
tocad software worth P19.9 mil- 
lion. 

Furing said that while Beyond 
Space was involved in mechani- 
cal and electrical designs, One 
Zone Asia focused on engineering 
designs. 

He added that both firms vio- 
lated Section 177.1 in relation to 
Section 217 of Republic Act No. 
8923 or the Intellectual Property 
Law, — With Maielle Montayre 


Two men convicted 


for selling 


By DJ Yap 


FOR TRYING TO SELL TWO 
small bags of shabu or metham- 
phetamine hydrochloride, two 
men will spend a lifetime in jail. 

A Quezon City court sentenced 
Judes Bacinillo and Joselito Loril- 
Ja to life imprisonment on Thurs- 
day, two years after they were 
caught in a buy-bust operation in 
Barangay Culiat. 

In ап eight-page joint decision, 
Judge Jaime Salazar of Quezon 
City Regional Trial Court Branch 
103 also ordered the two men to 
pay a fine of P800,000 each. 

‘The accused were found guilty 
of violating Section 5 of Republic. 
Act No. 9165, or drug pushing. 

Court records showed that 
Bacinillo and Lorilla were arrest- 
ed on July 5, 2004, after they sold 
two small plastic bags, each con- 
taining 3.94 and 4.13 grams of 
shabu, to a man who turned out 
tobea policeman, 

Arnel Cave of the San Juan po- 
lice posed as a buyer who wanted 


shabu 


to purchase P250,000 worth of 
the illegal substance. On the day 
of the transaction, however, he 
was told that only P17,000 worth 
of shabu was available 

Тһе accused gave the drugs to 
Cave in a residential compound 
in Culiat. They were arrested af- 
terward by an entrapment team 
which included agents of the An- 
illegal Drugs Special Opera- 
tions Task Force. 

In court, the two men denied 
the charges and accused the po- 
licemen of kidnapping them sep- 
arately on the day of their arrest, 
planting the evidence against 
them, and then demanding mon- 
ey in exchange for their freedom. 

But the court gave greater cre- 
dence to the policemen's ac- 
counts, saying it was hard to be- 
lieve that they would go to such 
lengths just to extort money from 
the accused, who were not rich, 

‘The court also noted that the 
accused told different stories, 
which conflicted with each other 
and that of the police, 
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biMail s 

‘The entry should bo mailed to MEDICard Philippines, Ine. 9/F World Center Bide, Sen. Gil Payat Ave, Makati City 1209 
should have a postmark dated May 25, 2006 or earlier and should reach the MEDICard office by June 3, 2006 to qualify. 1 
#MEDICard Essay Writing Contest/Philippine Daily Inquirer" should be prominently written at the back. 


c E-mail 
‘The entry must b 


e-mailed to essays @medicardphils.com by May 30, 2006 to qualify. The subject must indicate “Essay Writing 
Contest-Philipp à 


е Daily Inquirer”. 


6. Entrants may choose any of the following topics: 
а. Why is healthcare coverage important (or not important) to the average Filipino? 
b, What services should a healthcare provider offer to make it effective and significant to me? 
c (Current MEDICard members can also choose to write about) My remarkable MEDICard experience, 


7. The top three entries will win: 


a, First prize 
One year free MEDICard memb 


ship** 
worth P15,000.00 + a eash ри 


е of P10,000. 


b. Second pri 
One year free MEDICard membership** 
worth P10,000.00 +a cash prize of P5,000.00. 


One year free M 


worth P7,000.00 + n cash prize of P3,000.00 


В. Winners will be announced on the June 9, 2006 issue of 


Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


= Toral prizes for ай winners 
Membership may be transferable if winner із already an existing cardholder, 
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4 arrested cops carrying “tawas” | 


By Luige A. del Puerto nal Investigation and Detection Anti-Illegal Drugs Oper. wrongfully labeled as suspects. 
r Division. Task Force. He added that the four, con- 
"THE “DRUGS” ALLEGEDLY SEIZED But the four lawmen, whose When a kilo of suspected shabu trary to the CIDG agents’ claims, 
„Eom four Manila Police District po- car yielded one kilo of “tawas” was found inside their car, the меге conducting a legitimate buy- 
femen who were arrested last and not methamphetamine hy- four policemen claimed that they bust operation “complete with а 
week turned out to be а crystalline drochloride or shabu, are not yet were conducting an entrapment . pre-operation report and coordi- 
substance used as a deodorant, the off ће hook. operation. nation sheet with the PDEA.” 
‘police said. The way De los Santos put it, the e 
‘Asa result, the Philippine Drug Robbery raps four officers could be charged with Irregularities 
Enforcement Agency turned over _ They will be charged with rob- “robbery in band” when they bran- , CIDG director Jesus Versoza, 
jurisdiction of the case to the berytodayforpointingtheir guns dished their guns to get the however said there were some ir 
Philippine National Police. at a police asset during the en- cash—actually а combination of regularities in the actions of the 
"The Criminal Investigation and trapment operation at a parking marked and boodle money—which four MPD policemen. 
Detection Group, the unit now in- loton Hermosa Street corner. Jose the CIDG asset was carrying for the He pointed that such an opera- 
vestigating the incident, also ге. Abad Santos in Manila. entrapment operation. tion wc require the presence 
leased the four policemen—PO1 The CIDG also questioned КИРГ of an official but the four officers 
Erwin Castro, PO2 Jonathan the four policemen's defense Intimidation were low-ranking policemen. 
Ruiz, РОЗ Mike Fabian Ongpauco that they were also conducting Under the law, such an act None of them was an official, Ё. 


and PO2 Dranreb Cipriano—to a legitimate entrapment opera- might have constituted “taking meaning a cop with the rank of 
their superior. Чоп їп the area when they меге property by force or intimida- inspector he added. pe 
" "They were released with the arrested. tion," he added. Versoza also pointed out that | CLEANUP 
fnderstanding that they would "The four members of the IN a statement issued earlier, for an antinarcotics operation о | A worker at the La Mesa D: й 
be presented during investiga- Manila Police District's antille- Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong, MPD be legitimate, there should be au- nots cire ат Ecopark tries to clear a pond of 
tion” said Supt, Benjamin de los gal drugs unit, were arrested оп director, had defended his men, thorization from PDEA as well as ‘water Bios to prevent tham from cogging up the body of water. 
Santos, head of the CIDG-Crimi. Thursday by agents of the CIDG- and said that they had been clearance for the operation. М 
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Pasig gov't 
probes firm's 
operations 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


WAS IT ALSO DONE IN OTHER AREAS? 

Fearing that sludge could have been 
dumped in other cities and towns in the 
metropolis, the Pasig City government is ask- 
ing the help of other local government units 
in investigating the alleged violations com- 
mitted by a company engaged in siphoning 
waste from septic tanks. 

Pasig City Environment and Natural Re- 
sources Office chief Raquel Naciongayo said 
“the company could have also dumped sludge 
in other areas." 

The city government has already closed at 
least three offices of E. Malabanan Belen Ex- 
cavator and Plumbing Services for allegedly 
dumping human waste into a drainage canal 
in Barangay Bagong Ilog on Tuesday The 
drainage empties out into the Marikina River. 


Three minutes 

Naciongayo said that a service truck of the 
company, with a closed tank filled with five 
cubic meters of human waste, could dis- 
charge all che sludge in around three min- 
utes. 

"The company had already been accosted 
in Quezon City in July 2004 for dumping 
wastes. We decided to cancel its business per- 
mit chen," she added. 

According to a business card, the main of- 
fices of the Malabanan company are located 
in Pasig and Mandaluyong cities. But the card 
also listed contact numbers in Quezon City, 
Muntinlupa City, as well as some towns and 
cities in Rizal and Cavite provinces. 

The Pasig government said it will also as- 
sess the damage done by the company on the. 
city's river system as it believes that the 
dumping of sludge into drainage systems 
could have been going on for some time, city 
administrator Reynaldo Dionisio said. 

“Only through this can they be given a les- 
son. Otherwise they would repeat the same 
violations,” Dionisio added. 

The Inguinen called up the Malabanan com- 
pany, but employees said their officials were 
not available for an interview. 


Cable skiing is water-skiing where the skier is pulled by an overhead cable 


eames! Makati vertical 


жыл „с сз. a marathon set 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


ARACETO THETOP 

On June 1, the Makati government and the 
Triathlon Association of the Philippines will 
once again hold the City Hall Vertical 
Marathon, a one-of-kind race that was 
launched last year. 

The marathon will begin with a one kilo- 
meter run, from the linear park along the 
Pasig River on JP Rizal Street, to the 22-story 
Makati City Hall in Barangay Poblacion. 

Once they get to the building, runners are 
expected to climb to the 22nd floor and then 
race down toward the finish line at the build- 
ing's front parking lot. 

Aside from the individual category, this 
years race will introduce the team category, 
‘each team composed of five members. 

Participants should be aged 18 and above. 
They will be classified according to age and 
gender. 

Individual racers should pay a registration. 
fee of P200. Senior citizens and students, 
however, will get a 20-pereent discount while 
teams will be charged P1,500. 

The fastest male and female runners will 
get a gold medal and a cash prize of P10,000. 
Second place runners will get silver medals 
and Р7,000 each and third placers, a bronze 

f provmcia САМІ medal and P5,000 each. 
№ The winning teams will get P7,000 in cash 
and a trophy, second placers, P5,000 and 
third placers, P3,000, 
Those who want to join may call up the 
Makati City Hall's Information and Communi- 
ча Bu Mania Leson Отка; ty Relations Department at 8998954 or the 
2 mwroemmwioggmaleom Philippine Olympic Committee Satellite Of 
Winn Yow Wore Were, сак юг McaCelastwCas fice at 5236280. 
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China installs controversial new Catholic bishop: 


NINGDE, CHINA—CHINA IN- 
stalled ‘a controversial new 
Catholic bishop on Sunday in a 
ceremony reflecting the split be- 
tween the Vatican and the Chi- 
mese state-run church that di- 
vides villagers іп this heavily 
Catholic corner of the country. 

Zhan Silu presided over a Mass 
marking his appointment as bish- 
op of Mindong Diocese in eastern 
China's Fujian province. 

‘The cathedral іп the small city of 
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Whether staging a successful presentation at work; 
or having the time of your life enjoying high-impact 
home entertainment, InFocus X2 can keep up with your 
busy lifestyle. And, with its 4000 lamp hours you get 
more time to do the things you do best - with more 

to spare! 


Promo extended until May 31, 2006. 
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Ningde was crowded to overflow- 
ing with a mix of urban residents 
and farmers in frayed clothes, wel- 
coming his formal elevation after 
years as second-string to an infirm 
bishop who died last year. 

But like two other Chinese 
bishops appointed in past weels, 
Zhan lacks the blessing of Pope 
Benedict, who sharply criticized 
China for the moves. 

Priests in both the state-ap- 
proved church and the “under- 


pao 
Ха ае. 
oon contrast rado 


ground" church around Ningde 
told Reuters they were upset by 
Zhan's elevation, warning it may 
stoke tensions between Beijing 
and the Vatican, and between the 
two sides of Chinas divided 
church, 

“We've been under heavy pres- 
sure to attend," said a local priest 
in the state-recognized church, 
who nonetheless believed the 


Vatican should choose bishops. 
Heasked his name not be used. 
China has some 10 million 
Catholics, but they are split be- 
tween an "underground" church 
loyal to the Holy See alone, and a 
state-approved church, whose 
members respect the Pope but 
lack formal ties to the Vatican. 
Zhan told Reuters that the un- 
derground church had boycotted 


All drinking water should be ... 
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the Mass, despite his invitation 
forrepresentativestoattend. " 
Members of the state-approved 
church offered mixed views 
about the dispute between the 
Vatican and Beijing over who con- 
rolled bishops. Some said thoy 
did not understand the issue; otli 
ers said they hoped Zhan would 
ultimately get papal approval. 
Reuters 
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No problem! Sa konting patak ng Apollo MURIATIC ACIL 
ga-palasyong bahay, Industrial-grade kasi kaya mabagsik 
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reported an outbreak of. 


EVEN AS IT CROPS UP IN THE FAR CORNERS 
of Europe and Africa, the virulent bird flu that 
raised fears of a human pandemic has been 
largely snuffed out in the parts of Southeast 
Asia where it claimed its first and most numer- 
ous victims. 

Health officials are pleased. "In Thailand and 
Vietnam, we've had the most fabulous success 
stories,” said Dr David Nabarro, chief pandemic 
fiu coordinator for the United Nations. 

Vietnam, which has had almost half of the 
human cases of A(H5N1) flu in the world, has 
not seen a single case in humans or a single 
outbreak in poultry this year. Thailand, the 
second-hardest-hit nation until Indonesia re- 
cently passed it, has not had a human case in 
nearly a year or one in poultry in six months. 


Encouraging signs have also come from Chi- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = « 7-7 


TheWWORLD 


MONDAY, 
MAY 15,2006 


SWANS swim on a lake at a Shanghai zoo May 8. The Chinese government last week 
ird flu in wild birds in remote western China. 


Bird flu largely curbed 
in Asia where it first hit 


» 


ried the virus into Europe. 

Nabarro and other officials warn that it 
would be highly premature to declare any 
sort of victory. The virus has moved rapidly 
across continents and is still rampaging in 
Burma (Myanmar), Indonesia and other 
countries nearby. It could still hitchhike back 
in the illegal trade in chicks, fighting cocks or 
tropical pets, or in migrating birds. 

But this sudden success in the former epicenter 
of the epidemic is proof that aggressive measures 
like kiling infected chickens, inoculating healthy 
ones, protecting domestic flocks and educating 
farmers can work, even in very poor countries. 

Nabarro said he was “cautious in interpret- 
ing these shifts in patterns” because too little. 
is known about how the disease spreads. 

Vietnam began vaccinating all its chickens last. 


summer, but Thailand did not, because it has a 
large poultry export industry and other nations. 
would have banned its birds indefinitely. (Vac- 
cines can mask the virus instead of kiling it.) 

Instead, Thailand culled wide areas around 
infected flocks, compensated farmers gener- 
ously and deputized a volunteer in every vil- 
lage to report sick chickens. 

“According to Dr. Klaus Stoehr, а flu specialist 
at the World Health Organization, Thailand and 
Vietnam also delivered the antiviral drug Tami- 
flu to even the smallest regional hospitals and 
told doctors to treat ай би patients even before 
laboratory diagnoses could be made. | NYT 


‘These are the sec- 
ond positive signals 
that officials have 
seen recently in their 
struggle to prevent 
avian flu from igni 

ing a human pan- 
demic. Confounding 
expectations, birds 
making the spring 
migration north from 
Africa have not car- 
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Announcing the arrival of the new 
Panasonic LCD Projector.. 


World's Lightest and Smallest 
Four- in- One LCD Projector. 


WORLDBRIEFS 
30 dead as Brazil gang assaults cops 


‘SAO PAULO, Brazi -А wave of attacks on police by a notorious gang has killed at 
least 30 people—including 23 officers—in the bloodiest assault of its kind in the 
history of Brazil's largest state, authorities sad. Related uprisings at 18 prisons 
across Sao Paulo state continued late Saturday, the night after scores of armed 
assaults on police stations, patrol cars and bars frequented by off-duty officers. 
The attacks starting Friday night were the work of the First Capital Command, 
known by the Portuguese initis PCC, said Enio Lucciola, press spokesperson for 
the Sao Paulo State Public Safety Department. The attacks apparently came in re- 
sponse to several imprisoned PCC leaders being transferred and placed in solitary 
confinement, a practice authorities use to sever prisoners’ ties to gang members 
‘outside prison. Eight PCC leaders were among 765 inmates being transferred 
since Wednesday to a remote high security prison in the interior of the state, Fol- 
hha de Sao Paulo's website reported. The transfer sought to isolate those leaders 
from PCC gangs outside prison, authorities sai. 


Pope attacks gay marriage anew 
VATICAN CITY—Pope Benedict re- 
newed his attack on gay marriage on 
Saturday, saying Christians must de- 
fend traditional heterosexual marriage 
asa "pilar of humanity" benefiting 
both believers and non-believers. Call- 
ing on the faithful to stand up for tradi- 
tional notions of marriage and procre- 
ation in the face of moves to recognize. 
gay marriage, he said: "Such a witness 
can only stimulate politicians and legis- 
lators to safeguard the rights of the 
family "Is well known that legal solu- 
tions Ike so-called civi unions are 
gaining ever greater acceptance, even 
if while they exclude the responsibil- 
ties of marrage, they claim the same 
right said in a speech to the Pon- 
tical Council for the Family. "Some- — POPE Benedict XVI at the 
times, ther is the wish evento change. Vatican May 10. 

the definition of marriage to legalize 

homosexual unions, granting them the right to adopt children." The comments 
are stronger than remarks Benedict made two days ago which were criticized 
фу some members of Italy's incoming center-e government as unwanted in- 
terference in a political issue. Reuters 


Thousands flee Indonesia volcano 

MOUNT MERAPI, Indonesia— Thousands fied the slopes of Indonesia's 
Mount Merapi on Sunday as the volcano spewed volcanic ash and belched 
deadly heat clouds. Officials relocated almost 7,000 people from villages 
near the bolling crater into dozens of temporary shelters after Merapi sent 
‘two massive heat clouds swirling 2 km down its northwestern slopes. The 
2,914-meter Merapi has been spewing hot volcanic ash and has shot thick 
‘white smoke hundreds of meters into the air from is crater. Merapl's most 
deadly eruption occured in 1930, when 1,369 people were killed. Indonesia 
sits on the Pacific “Ring of Fire” noted for its volcanic and seismic activity. 
"The country has more than 100 active volcanoes—the highest concentra 
tion in the world. AFP 


Nigeria police begin probe of pipeline blast 
LAGOS—Nigerian police chief Sunday Ehindero said Saturday that a probe “in all 
is ramifications” has commenced into a fel pipeline explosion near Lagos which 
killed up to 200 people a day earlier. Earller Saturday, President Olusegun 
Obasanjo ordered a “thorough” police investigation of circumstances that led to 
the Friday blast at liado beach village near Nigeria's economic capital, Lagos. "Full. 
Investigation has commenced. | am investigating the whole episode. ‘want to 
find out to what extent my men have known the vandals, what is to be. done, what 
has been left undone. Its a probe in аі its ramifications,” Ehindero said. АР 
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A slide projector, photo projector, data and video projector, and PC- Less projector 


rolled into one. No more cables to connect and no more PC to bring, just your Panasonic PT- P1SD 
and your SD cards. Truly this projector is way ahead of the competition. Best for home, office, outdoor 
or even fixed installations but most importantly for people on the go who value time like gold. 


i ——— @ Direct SD Card Projection 
‘Simply plug It In the power outlet then Insert the SD card and It Is ready to project pictures or still Images. 
No need to download first to a computer before you can project. 


Digital SD Slide show 
Pictures in a folder can be viewed as a slideshow complete with transition effects -In between pictures such as 
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PC- Less Presentations 

Now Powerpoint presentation is possible without a laptop with the free Panasonic Image Creator Software. 
In the presentation mode, the show automatically starts when an SD card Is inserted. But If you want to use. 
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Projector World 


MAKATI: Ground Floor King's Court Bidg.. Pasong Tamo cor. Dela Rosa St Макай City Tel: 759 2484 
SHOWROOM: G/F Cyberzone SM City Mall West (North Edsa), О.С. Tel: 920 0241, 920 0954 
CEBU: 2nd Floor NDI Віёд.. AS Fortuna St. Mandaue City Cebu Tek 032-422 3201 02 

DAVAO: 4th Floor Reliance Bidg., Rizal Extension, Davao Cily Те: 082.225 86931094 
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MONDAY, MAY 15, 2006 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


WASHINGTON—IN THE WEEKS AFTER THE Тһе NSAS position, ultimately Caicism of the surveillance pro willed vie president and his 

à : 5 prevail ils have not gram flared again this week with longtime legal adviser, David S. 

Sept. 11 attacks, Vice President Dick Cheney and emerged publicly of how the direc- the disclosure that NSA had col- Addington, who believed that the 

his top legal adviser argued that the National Se- tor of the agency at the time, Gen. lected the phone records of mil- Constitution permitted spy agen- 

curity Agency should intercept purely domestic дна, V Hayden, ыа los of Americans to rack terror cies ro rake sweeping measures to 

t y program, persuaded wary NSA of- suspects lefend the country. Later, Cheney 

telephone calls and e-mail messages without war- fes to accept it and sold the By several accounts, Hayden, a would personally arrange tightly 

a А i hite House on its limits. 61-year-old Air Force officer who controlled briefings on the pro- 

rants in the hunt for terrorists, according to two "Whatever the inemal delibera- left the agency in April last year gram for select members of 

senior intelligence officials. tions, Hayden was the program's to become principal deputy direc- Congress. 

VES overseer and has become its chief tor of national intelligence, was Cheney's spokesperson, Lee 

But NSA lawyers, trained in the communications into and out of salesman. Не is certain to face the man in the middle as Presi- Anne McBride, declined to dis 

agencys strict rules against domes the country, said the officials, who questions about his role when he dent Bush demanded that intelli- cuss the deliberations about the 

tiespying and reluctant to approve. were granted anonymity to discuss appears at a Senate hearing this gence agencies act urgently to classified program. Spokespeople 

апу warrantless eavesdropping, in- the debate inside the Bush admin- week on his nomination as director stop future attacks. for the NSA and for Hayden de- 
sisted that it should be limited to istration late in 2001 of the Central Intelligence Agency Оп one side was а strong- clined to comment. NYT HAYDEN 


Bush moves 
to quell firestorm 
over phone trolling 


WASHINGTON—US PRESIDENT GEORGE 
W. Bush on Saturday moved to quell a 
firestorm over his government's secret collec- 
tion of the telephone records of tens of mil- 
lions of citizens, insisting they were needed to 
“target al-Qaida.” 

But the latest controversy has already 
spawned a major lawsuit against Verizon, one of 
the telephone companies involved, and mem- 
bers of Congress expressed unease over what 
they see as gradual erosion of privacy rights. 

The lawsuit, filed in New York on Friday, 
seeks $5 billion in damages from Verizon, al- 
leging that the company broke the law by 
agreeing to provide the National Security 
Agency with its clients’ telephone records. 

The plaintiffs argue that phone companies 
should not cooperate with the NSA, which spe- 
dializes in electronic espionage, without a proper 
court warrant based on a well founded "suspicion. 
of terrorist activity or other criminal activity” 

But in his weekly radio address, Bush 
rushed to assure the public the secret pro- 
gram did not target innocent citizens. 

"It is important for Americans to under- 

Paa stand that our activities strictly target al-Qai- 
da and its known affiliates," he said. 

x But he gave no answer to questions raised 
ы оп Capitol Hill as to why a program with a 
purported narrow target would need such a 

massive database. 

The existence of the program was first dis- 
closed Thursday by USA Today, which said the 
database compiled by the NSA following the 
Sept. 11, 2001 attacks contained phone 
records of tens of millions of Americans pro- 
vided by AT and T, Verizon and BellSouth. 

Officials would not provide any details on 
how the records were used. But former govem- 
ment security experts and media reports indi- 
cated that its genesis lay іп US phone numbers 
found on al-Qaida suspects captured overseas. 

"These numbers, the experts said, immediately 
became the focus of the NSAS attention, with the 
Circle of surveillance growing exponentially as calls 
‘were made to or from the numbers in question. 

‘Specially designed computer programs 
watch for patterns in these contacts and ana- 
lyze them to make sure no terrorist cell is op- 
erating within the United States. 

Bush said the intelligence activities he had 
authorized were "lawful" and that members 
of Congress from both parties had been ade- 
quately briefed. AFP 


Cheney notes 
referred to Plume, 
says prosecutor 


WASHINGTON—THE US PROSECUTOR IN 
the CIA leak case has told a court he plans to use 
as evidence a newspaper article with notes that 
he says were hand-written by Vice President 


imagine a masterpiece that reflects your fine style. Ta Geng e с десе aed 


before she was exposed asa CIA operative. 

il i "The notes show Cheney and his former 
Now you can easily own it. chief of staff, Lewis "Scooter" Libby, were 
Thanks to Samsung, one of the world's biggest LCD TV innovators, you can now easily own a an анна нана 
cutting-edge High Definition LCD TV. Backed by years of R&D and engineered with the most tion critic and former US ambassador Joseph 
advanced technology, the new R7 delivers vivid, true-to-life images you'd expect from Samsung. оаа a 
impeccably crafted with elegant simplicity, this masterpiece Is now within your reach. With the A Cheney spokesperson said the matter is a 
5 4 court proceeding and referred a request for 

Samsung R7 LCD TV, it's not that hard to imagine. To learn more, visit www.samsung.comiph. poco аат erri 
Fitzgerald said the notes show that Cheney 
and Libby were focused on Wilson and “on 
the assertions made in his article, and on re- 

sponding to those assertions.” 
2, "The article asked whether the administra- 
tion manipulated intelligence in the run-up to 

E the March 2003 invasion of Iraq. 
T BRANDIN In the article, Fitzgerald wrote he went to 
т DESIGN Niger in 2002 at the CIA's request to check out 
2006 reports that the African nation had sold urani- 
um yelloweake to Iraq in the late 19905. 

"The processed ore can be used to make a 


Samsung Customer Contact Conter: TOLL FREE 1-800-10SAMSUNG tor PLOT or 1-20-35AMSUNG tor Digitol. nuclear weapon 


Wilson said he concluded on his tip that it 
Now avalabl in black. Availablity ot wit colored units о be announced, was unlikely such a transaction ever took 


place. Later, the alleged African uranium con- 

Visit the SAMSUNG Dare to Compare Mall Tour at the Glorietta Mall on May 18 - 24, 2006 Locis eii pde ive Т 
dence that Iraq had developed or had tried to 

develop weapons of mass destruction. Reuters 
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Stop Hair Loss Now. 
Call Svenson at 892-HAIR 


Aces settle down to nip Realtors 


Red Bull derails Purefoods’ semis bid; Tejada severely hurt in freak accident 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE ALASKA ACES GOT TOO COMFORTABLE 
quite early. 
After nearly blow- 
ing a huge 20-point 
lead in the final quar- 
ter, the Aces settled 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 
Textus your feedback: Inquirer sprt name/age/ity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


ka's rescue with key baskets. 

Aquino finished with a game- 
high 25 points, his highest output. 
in 14 months. 

In the second game, Red Bull 
thwarted Purefoods’ bid for an 
outright semifinal berth with a 
92-75 blowout victory. 

The game was stopped for 40 


fell to 10-4. D 

San Miguel Beer already 
claimed the first automatic semi- 
final slot after edging Coca-Cola, 
95-92, last Saturday. 

“Keeping our composure in the 
final stretch, thats something ме 
have to work on,” said Cone after 


15, Robinson 11, Fonacier 7, Bagulo6, 
lanueva 5, Cruz 5, Pennisi 4, Najorda 3, 
Bogia 2, Alvarez 2, Hrabak 0. 

PUREFOODS 75—Pingts 17, J. Yap 
13, Simon 13, Evangelista 9, R. Yap 7, Ar- 
tadi 6, Yee 4, Tejada 2, Gamboa 2, Ray- 
mundo 2. 

Quarters: 25-15, 45-25, 68-46, 92-75 


STA. LUCIA S1—Aquino 25, Gonzales 
17, Espino 12, Cabagnot 9, Mendoza 8, 
Сзітад 6, Omolon 6, Сай 3, Тойоп 2, 
Tolomia 2, Santos 1 

Quarters: 31-16, 46-93, 7-57, 96-91 

Second Game 

RED BULL 92—Tugade 31, Valenzuela 


Nic Belasco paced 
the Aces with 20 
points, 12 of them in 
the first quarter, but 


GAMES WEDNESDAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
440 p.m—Coca-Cola 


vs Ginebra 
7:35 p.m—Purefoods 
MES 113 


down to roll back the | 
Sta. Lucia Realtors, 
98-91, yesterday in 
the Gran Matador 
Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup atthe 
Ynares Center in Antipolo City. 

“Luckily, we survived the 
game," said Alaska coach Tim 
Cone. "We had an opportunity to 
put the game away (early), but 
credit to Sta. Lucia, they just 
wouldn't quit." 


enth win in 14 games. 

Marlou Aquino spearheaded 
the Realtors’ 19-4 charge that 
trimmed the Aces’ 79-59 lead ear- 
ly in the fourth quarter to five, 83- 
78. The lead was down to 91-88 
with two minutes left when 
Miller and Cortez came to Alas- 


it was Mike Cortez 
and newly acquired 
Willie Miller who se- 
cured Alaska’s sev- 


Center. 


AIR21 skipper Frederick Feliciano replenishes his water supply with help from team coach 
and Tour veteran Cesar Lobramonte along the national highway іп Agoo, La Union. sorcissco 


Barnachea wrests 
lead; Feliciano 
rules ‘killer’ stage 


By Musong R. Castillo 


BAGUIO CITY—SANTY BARNACHEA WORKED 
so hard for і, ye talked about the yellow jersey 
like it was the proverbial hot potato. 

‘The tall, experienced rider from Pangasinan 
attacked for the third straight day, finishing a 
fighting second to Erick Feliciano in the “killer 
stage” from San Fernando City in La Union to 
here to wrest the overall lead in the Tour Pilipinas 
‘Tanduay Padyak Pinoy 2006. 

Bamachea, the Sunbolt skipper, offered no 
promises after taking a 27-second lead over Eric- 
son Obosa, who was third for the day, with a total 
time of 12 hours, 25 minutes and 24 seconds af- 
ter three stages. 

Feliciano, the Ait21 captain, exhibited his skills 
in the mountains—both in climbing and de- 
scending itin the 163-kilometer grind that took 
the 80 cyclists through smooth and rough roads 
and a drastic weather change. 

The 28-year-old member of the National 
Mountain Bike team started out cold under the 
scorching heat in La Union, caught up with the 
breakaway group, which Bamachea towed, in 
the dizzying, dangerous downhill phase of the 
lap along Marcos Highway. 

Once he caught up with Barnachea, Feliciano 
knew that he had the edge and churned out his 
career fifth lap victory by clocking 5 hours, 19 
minutes and 36 seconds. 

Feliciano, a native of Allaga, Nueva Ecija, was 
overpowering in the second climb back to this 
chilly summer capital via Kennon Road and 
broke away from Barnachea with a kilometer left 


for the solo finish at Burnham Park where a 
throng toasted the new mountain hero. 

Bamachea, who arrived alone, 41 seconds be- 
hind Feliciano, finished in the podium in each of 
the first three stages and will wear the yellow jer- 
sey for the second time in his career. 

“Pipilitin kong depensahan yung yellow jersey 
will try my best to defend the yellow jersey),” 
said Bamachea. 

“Pero kapag nahirapan ako, ibibigay korin (But. 
if it gives me a hard time, Im going to give it 
шу 

Last year һе had the overall lead for a dayin 
the opening stage—before eventual champion 
Warren Davadilla snatched it for good. 

With two more excruciating climbing stages in 
the final бус laps, Barnachea said the one he fears 
most is Feliciano, who ate a lot of time from the. 
overall lead to be in third just 56 seconds behind. 

“Ang kinatatakutan ko lang naman ay si Feli- 
cano, mahirap kalaban sa akyatan iyan (The 
man fear most is Feliciano. He's a tough man to 
beat inclimbs),” Barnachea said. 

“Wala pa naman akong plano masyado sa yel- 
low jersey, pag-uusapan pa namin ng mga team- 
mates ko (i don't have much plans for the yellow 
jersey, because І need to talk to my teammates 
frst)” 

"The Lucena to Sta. Rosa, Laguna stage, serving 
as the sixth lap on Wednesday, is still in the 
itinerary. There, the riders will have to conquer 
the dreaded "Tatlong Eme" in Pagbilao, Quezon. 

"The final test would come the following day in 
the Tagaytay-to-Tagaytay stage where а 9-kilo- 

BARNACHEA/ A36 


minutes after the Giants’ Eugene 
"Tejada fell hard on his back with 
5:43 minutes left in the fourth 
quarter after а rebound scuffle. 
The Purefoods forward, who 
complained of losing sensation in 
the lower half of his body, was lat- 
er brought to the Makati Medical 


Lordy Tugade drilled in 31 
points to lead the Bulls to their Thoss 14, Miler 12, Cortez 1, Hugnatan 
fifth straight victory. Purefoods 


the Aces stayed on track for an 


outright quarterfinal slot. 

Sta. Lucia registered an all- 
time franchise low of seven 
turnovers, but also finished with 
a season-low of 34 rebounds. 

The loss kept the Realtors deeper 
inthe cellar with a 3-11 sate. 

The scores: 


I— Blasco 20, Cariaso 15, 


10, Laure 6, Dela Cruz, Ferriols 4, Wison 


ы 
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It's Apple-licious 


Good for your health,too! А 


Kids love its delicious 
taste! Mothers love it 
for its health benefits! 


Pour it on fried chicken, 
hamburger, french fries, 
and other foods that 
kids love to eat with 
ketchup. And because % 
it's made from apples, it's 
also rich in Vitamin C and 
other nutrients that provide 
"whole-body" health 
benefits... 


APPLEG 
ETCHUP 
A DAY 
KEEPS THE 


DOCTOR 


I used to think the ads were pure gimmii 


Now ту full tank lasts one more day. 
seti 


DEMI GALINATO, PRODUCTION MANAGER 


E 


don 
Delo Goldi 


“12 years ko nang gamit ang Delo 
at walang palya ang delivery... 
tumitigil lang para bumili ng 
pasalubong kay misis.” 


Roger Tamayo 
Truck Owner/ Driver 
Pandacan, Manila 


Sa negosyo kong 


pagdeliver ng yelo sa mga 


restaurants sa Metro 


Manila, 'di puwedeng 


pumalya ang truck...talo ka. 


Kaya ang laking bagay 


talaga ng Delo...kampante 


ako. Tuloy, naisasama ko 


paminsan-minsan ang 


mag-anak ko sa restaurant 


- ‘di para magdeliver 


kungdi para ilabas sila!” 


IKAW AT DELO. 'DI SUSUKO. 
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Tortillos sink Harbour 
crew; Wizards prevail 


THE GRANNY GOOSE TORTILLOS GOT 
back at the Harbour Centre Postmasters, 
85-78, yesterday and boosted their quar- 
terfinal bid in the 2006 PBL Unity Cup at 
the Olivarez Sports Center in Parafiaque. 

‘The Tortillos rallied бот 12 points down be- 
hind bullstrong JR Quifiahan and Kevin dela Pe- 
а and clinched a seventh win in 13 games that 
Kept them on course for one of two twice-to-beat 
incentives in the next round, 

At 5-7, Harbours Centre must prevail over gi- 
antkiller TeleTech tomorrow to keep its flicker- 
ing hopesalive. 

Magnolia Ice Cream finally posted its fist 
back-to-back wins since winning the Heroes Cup 
last February by turning back Hapee-PCU, 64-62, 
inthe second game to level its record to 6-6. 


Kelly Williams 


GAMES TOMORROW 
| (Sen Andres Gym, 
27) 
2pm lich 
vs Harbour Contre 
Apm—g/anny 
Goose vs Rain 


shone for the Spinners 
with three crucial free 
throws in the final 60 
seconds that doomed 
the Teethmasters, who 
bowed out of quarter- 
final contention with a 


or Shine yp Gane 


Inspired by the 
presence of his family who came all the way from 
Cebu, the beefy 6-foot-5 Quifiahan scored 11 of 
his team-high 18 points in the final quarter. 

Dela Peña was equally efficient, scoring all his 
six points in the fourth, including a booming 
triple that highlighted a 12-0 run and lifted the 
‘Tortillos ahead for good, 76-70, with still two 


Hot Real Spicy captures 
Silver Cup pulling away 


CARMONA, | CAVITE—REAL 
Spicy is in the hottest form 
he’s ever been, and his rivals 
found that out the hard way. 

"The favored Real Spicy ran 
down the P1.75 million PCSO 
First Gentleman Silver Cup field 
under Louie Balboa yesterday 
to validate his claim as the 
champion local charger of the 
land. 

The handsome 4-year-old by 
Real Quiet out of Spicy Tale 
punished the lean, five-horse 
field with a sizzling run at the 
San Lazaro Leisure Park, pre- 
vailing over Wind Runner by at 
least 15 lengths to put an em- 
phatic end to what was dubbed 
asa close race. 

It was the sixth straight win 
this year for the Hermie Esguer- 


ra-owned champion, and ex- 
perts are now starting to com- 
pare the chestnut colt to Es- 
guerras most revered charg- 
er—the retired Wind Blown. 

“4 think it is too early to do 
the comparison now,” Esguerra 
said, “It is my hope, though, 
that Real Spicy can follow in the 
footsteps of Wind Blown, “Tm 
happy that Real Spicy did not 
disappoint his backers.” 

Real Spicy, the winner of the 
Triple Crowns third leg last 
year, started near the rear and 
thundered to the lead, with ri- 
val Speed Advantage in hot 
pursuit, as the field passed ће 
judges" stand for the first time. 

Balboa worked Real Spicy to 
а comfortable advantage from. 
there before zooming away 


near the far tum to finish with a 
time of 2 minutes 05.5 second 
for the 2,000-meter joumey. 

‘The winning time was just a 
fall second slower than the 
track mark jointly held by im- 
ported gallopers Wild Orchid 
and Stowaway Lass. Real Spicy 
turned in impressive quarter 
dockingsof23, 25, 25, 25, 26. 

‘Wind Runner was able to ral- 
ly in the final bend to finish sec- 
ond, while Chariot of Fire 
nipped Speed Advantage, the 
Presidential Gold Cup winner 
Jase year, for third place. 

"Ihe win was worth another 
P1.1 million for Esguerra, who 
said he will rest his charger for 
atleast a month unless a major 
stakes race is slated, With are- 
port from Musong Castillo 


60 fights in NCA 5-cocker 


at Roligon tomorrow 

MORE THAN 60 FIGHTS HAVE BEEN ROS- 

tered in the National Cockers Association's second 5- 
‘cock derby for the month at the Roligon Mega Cock- 
pit in Parafiaque City tomorrow. Host is Gerry Ramos. 
Inthe May 9 NGA 5-cocker at the samo venue that 
featured 103 fights, ESJ Daboy of Erwin Javeloza and 


SJC cockfest 
gets going 
PROMINENT COCKERS 
and breeders from Metro 
Manila converge today at 
San Juan Coliseum for a 
special -cock derby 
sponsored by Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000. The 
first of the 80 fights be- 
gins a8 pm. Invited by 
hosts Renato Shio and 
Ariel Garovillo are Patrick 
Antonio, Boy de Roca, 
Dicky Lim, Louie Cua, 
Gerry Ramos, Eric dela 
Rosa, Papito Noo, Boy 
Royo, J. Paneda, Tony 
Antonio, Danny fy, Rom- 
ro Yu, Benjie Lim, Tony 
Lasala, Cris Milla and 
Tony Panopio, amang 
others. Aso ied up at 
SUC this week are һе 
ВСАР 5-cock derby on 
Wednesday and the 5- 
cocker of Tony Antonio 
‘on May 20. The SJC 9- 
Cock International Derby 
unfolds on Juno 5,7 and 
9 with at least P5 milion 
cash at stake. For in- 
quiies, call 725-5369. 


Bacolor Gold 


derby today 
AT LEAST 75 QUALITY M 
fights are on tap in the. Best Comedy Pre 
Bacolor Gold 5-cock der- 

bby starting at 5 p.m. to- 
day at the Makati Colise- 
ит, Host Efren Canlas 
said winners ofthe derby pore 
‘sponsored by B-Meg Best Special E 
Derby Ace will receive a Best Sport: 
guaranteed prize of а 
P700,000. Canlas will be 

supported by cockers 

from Central Luzon as 

well as members of the 


ADVERTISING 
Best Out 


TELEVISION 
Best A 
Best Business h 


Best News Maga 


Best News Fr 


Who can 


nominate? 


хт Ad - Brende 
Best Outdoor Ad - Pubi 
st Print Ad - Branded 


Best TV Ad Publ 


ut ducohonal/Culturol 
lews or Fe 


SPORTSWATCH 


Коло Coliseum June 17-18 of Chito Tinsay scored 5 
points each to share the championship. In second 
place with 4.5 points each were RT 114 of Attorney 
Santos and Boy de Roca and Magic Wing Sundance 
of Boy Torres and Rey Diamante. JMS Gold Quest of 
Jerry Sarasola and ESJ Papa of Benjie Lim took third 
place with 4 points each. 


2006 
The CATHOLIC 
MEDIA AWARDS ison 


Entries may be submitted by any person or organization wishing to dire 


submit more than one entry in each category. Entries need not be Christ 


not be Catholics 


CATEGORIES 


PRINT 
Best Busine 
Best Childe 
Bast Comic 
ditaral Cartoon 


Column 
з Magazine 
Strip 


ve Report 


Best Youth Mogazine 


ragram Music 
Best Album - Secular 
Best Album - Religious 


Best Music Video 


INTERNET 
Best Website 


CINEMA 
Best 


CMMA to a meritorious program, series, article, material the like. A 


Pinoy Cockers Associa- 


CRITERIA FOR JUDGING 


minutes left. 

Tho scores: 

First Game 

GRANNY GOOSE 85— Quinahan 18, Ibañez 14, Cuz 10, 
Concha 10, Dela Paña 6, Alad 5, байо 5, Santos 5, Saldu 5, 
Farar 3, David 2, Latonio 2, Ababon 0, 

HARBOUR CENTRE 78—Yeo 18, Tenorio 15, Malehoter 14, 
Lanat 11, Reyes 9, Gaco 6, Conching 3, Chia 2, Gamboa 0, 
fa. 

Quarters: 20-20, 37-42, 60-65, 05-78 

Second Game 

MAGNOLIA 64— Wiliams 25, Valenzuela 7, Rada 7, San- 
tos 6, Co 5, Baralano 4, lip 4, Misolas 3, Amada 2, Bombeo 
4, Cutler 0, Ta 0, Jones 0. 

HAPEE-PCU 62—Espinas 13, Belga 12, Castro 11, Razon 
11, Moreno 8, Gonzales 5, Bacull 2, Sois 0, Bucao 0, Запа, 

Quarters: 17-18, 32-31, 51-48, 64-62 


THE BEST HAIR TRANSPLANTS 
GO UNNOTICED!!! 


BEVERLY HILLS 
TRAINED HAIR TRANSPLANT 
SURGEON, DR. ANDREW G. PINEDA 
HAS: 
> 16 years experience in hair transplants 
> has done over 4,000 patients 
> best results 
> affordable prices 
hair transplants can be done on 


eyebrows, eyelashes, sideburns, scars 
and mustache 


® Dr. Pineda's results are artistically 
oriented to fit your image 

> open door policy, see and talk to 
patients 

> airfare reimbursement (call for details) 
A LIFETIME DECISION! 

GO PINEDAHAIR CLINICS! 


А. Pineda Medical Clinic 
iun ic ET ten 


Mass 


the attention of the 
son ог а company may 


RADIO (AM or FM) 


seling û 
Service Program 


st br 


Best Education 
Best Ent 
Best News Con 


Best News Program 
Best Sports Program 


STUDENT 
Best Student Orga 
Grad High 
Best TY Production 
documentary or narativ 
Best Short Film 
(documentary or narra 
Best Student Public Ser 
TV, Rodio. Print) 
SERYTAM AWARD 
Individual 


Corporate/ Institutional 


патій'Е 


FGICAPS 


Green is healthy. 


So go for the green vitamin E.: 


Unlike other vitamin E's in animal-sourced ; 
capsules, SQUIBB’ Vitamin E in Vegicap t % 
softgel capsules are: К 


• Made from Vegetable Fibers $ 
* Animal-Free j 
* Preservative-Free 
For youthful energy, 
take SQUIBB' Vitamin E in Vegicaps. 


Feel Younger. 
d alpha tocopherol 


[(vitamin £) 


SQUIBB’ 


PRIME 


"Ea 


genis 


All entries must be those media products 
released from - May 2005 to April 2006 
‘Awards Night - October 21, 2006 


tion. Meanwhile, three 
cockers topped the 
‘Summer Salpukan derby 


ОША; 
Love for God 


hosted by the WTS 
Sports and Amusement 
Corp. last Saturday. With 
identical 6-0 win-loss 
slates wera guest particl- 
parit Noriaki Monta of 
Japan (JGBA Мота), 
Richard Bates and Col. 
Kati Katigbak (Suw- 
arteng Magkasama) and 
the AS Gold Cup Group 


Love for truth 
Respect for the Natural Environment 
Promotion of positive Fili 
Love for family and life. 


Deadline for submission of entries: 
May 17. 2006 (Wednesday) 5 p.m. 


CMMA SECRETARIAT OFFICE: 5f Dominga Bldg. 2113 Pasong Tomo corner Dela Rosa Sts. Makati City 
Tel. No, 892-4779 Telefax 867-4026 Email: cmma@skyinet.net Website: www.cmmainfo 
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Manu Ginobili nearly took them the rest 
of the way--unti he fumbled а handoff 
from Robert Horry in the closing seconds. 

"The ball rolled across midcourt, then out 
of bounds, and the Spurs couldn't make 
anything out of a wild last-gasp chance, 
letting Dirk Nowitzki and the Dallas 

Mavericks cling to a thrilling 104 
103 victory Saturday nightand a 2-1 
lead in their second-round series. 

* dont know what happened,” 
Ginobili said of the squandered 
chance. “Someone tipped the pass 

from Robert, It was an unfortu- 
nate play” 

It happened so fast that 
y Mavs coach Avery Johnson. 
Ў credited Josh Howard for 
À getting his fingers on it, 

X while Howard credited 

Jason Terry and Devin 
aw 

Harris said he did it, 
making him the star 
fora second straight 

game. He was а 
Surprise starter in 
Game 2, when һе 
scored 20 points 
and energized 
Dallas to а 22- 
point victory. 

^1 was able 

А to gera hand 
5 А in without 

‚ fouling and 
got a Іше 


DALLAS—TIM DUNCAN GOT THE SAN ANTONIO SPURS 
in position to pull out a victory. 


Nowitzki scored 21 of his 27 points from. 
the foul line, including a go-ahead pair with 
7.9 seconds left. 

He also had 15 rebounds and played the. 
final 1:05 with a badly twisted ankle suf- 
fered on the play when Duncan fouled out. 

“He came back out there and gutted it 
out,” Johnson said. 

Duncan left with a season-high 35 points 
and 12 rebounds, It was his third straight 
great game this series, yet he and the Spurs 
are going to have to be better to keep alive 
their title defense. 

They go into Game 4 on Monday night 
trying to shake a daunting fact: Since Dun- 
can arrived, бал Antonio has never won а 
series it trailed after three games. 

"The last time the Spurs were behind this 
деер in the playoffs was the last one they 
lost, against the Los Angeles Lakers in the 
second round two years ago. 

“Were usually in a position where we're 
up after three games,” Duncan said. "Butit is 
what it is. Мете going to have to come out 
and know the importance of this game.” 

Said Dallas Jerry Stackhouse: "We hope 
they don't have much more than they had 
tonight.” 

San Antonio, which trailed by 13 before 
halftime, regained the lead in the final six 
minutes, The lead kept changing hands the 
rest of the way, with Dallas hanging in by 
making 18 of 19 free throws, until Stack- 
house went to the line with two seconds left 
following Ginobilis bobble. 

He missed the first, then intentionally 
missed the second. His attempt to hit the rim. 


DALLAS’ Devin Harris (left), Dirk Nowitzki and DeSagana Diop 
Jubilate as Spurs guard Manu Ginobili walks across the court. mem pointson7-of-14 shooting 


T SPORTS TOURISM 


World's top water skiiers 
i coming for Cam Sur rite 


SOME OF THE WORLD'S FINEST WATER 
skiers and wakeboarders are seeing action 

|, in an exhibition performance to highlight 
the grand opening on May 21 of the Cam 

Sur Watersports Complex in Саап, Pili, 

Camarines Sur. 

, World's No. 1 junior men skiier Sam 

Collins of Australia, second-ranked Peter 
«| Pascal Schmidt of Germany, Open women's 

No. 1 Eva Koch of Germany, No. 3-ranked 
junior Heather Johnson of the United 
States, and Austria's Daniel Fetz, ranked 
. No. 9 inthe world in the Open men's class, 

1 head the cast of stars who will display their 
| wares ina two-hour run. 

Philippine Water Ski and Wakeboard Fed- 
eration (PWWF) president and Camarines 
| Sur Gov Lray Villafuerte is spearheading the 
show together with Catanduanes Gov. Lee 
'Verceles and sportsman JV Borromeo. 

"My main objective is to develop and 
a| promote water skiing, wake boarding, 

wake skating and other water sports in the 
/ country ando promote the Philippine asa 
viable tourist destination for water sports 
enthusiasts," said Villafuerte, 

The PWWF will host the foreign riders in 
cooperation with the provincial govern- 
ment of Camarines Sur. 

The six-hectare Cam Sur facility is the 
first world-class complex of such kind in 
the country and boasts of a six-point cable 
skisystem from Germany. 


Alberto bags nat'l 
aeromodeler title: 


Tailored for 
wake boarding, 
wake skiing, water 
skiing and knee 
boarding, the wa- 
tersports complex 
aims to attract en- 
thusiasts from all 
over the world 
with its facilities 
and relaxing envi- 
ronment. 

‘The Cam Sur 
complex, through 
the PWWE is also bidding to host the 2008 
Cable Wakeboard World Championships, 
said Villafuerte, 

Тһе governor said the complex will help 
expose Filipino water skiiers and wake- 
boarders to world-caliber competitions. 

"The opportunities available to talented 
wake boarders are endless," Villafuerte 
said. “All they need is support, and the 
PWWF is committed to give them the 
chance through the various national and 
international competitions that they will 
soon be participating in." 

‘The opening of the watersports complex 
will coincide with the Kaogma Festival, 
which celebrates the province's 428th 
Foundation Day. Dubbed as "The World's 
Hottest Festival," the Kaogma runs for nine 
days, from May 20 to 28. 


VILLAFUERTE 


piece of the 
bali” said Harris, who scored 24 


and hope time ran out in the scramble for 
the rebound backfired when he thudded the 
ball off the backboard. AP 


RP duathlon 
ace a future 
triathlon star 


NATIONAL DUATHLON CHAMPION RYAN 
“Bad Boy" Mendoza led the age group winners in 
the recently concluded 12th Legenda-Subic Bay 
Intemational Triathlon hosted by SBMA. 

Mendoza, the reigning 2006 Asian duathlon 
(run-bike-run) champion, eamed the respect of 
regular triathletes with his impressive perfor- 
mance, coming from way behind after doing 34 
minutes in the initial 1.5K swim leg where he fin- 
ished 45th 

‘Mendoza won the 30 to 34 age group with a 
time of 2:22.51, followed by Abe Tayag, 2:33.59, 
and PowerBar brand manager Raul Cuevas in 
2:3625. 

Other male age group winners were Joseph 
Rana 2:34.14, Jeremiah Tambor 2:47.56, and 
Reymark Dabu 2:49.04 in the 20 to 24 age group; 
Leian Cruz 2:26.18, Alexander Leuterio 2:39.29, 
and Andy Vaughn 2:45.51 in the 25 to 29 age di- 
vision; Christopher Pollard 2:24.28, Mark Cande- 
laria 2:25.58 and Jojo Macalintal 2:29.09 in the 
35 to 39 age group. 

Joe Wojcik emerged champion in the 40 to 44 
age group in 2:29.54, Burke Fishburn and Mark 
Buckley were second and third in 2:32.37 and 
2:39.06 respectively. 

Alvin Alindogan topped the 45 to 49 group in 
2:35.14 followed by Bishan Servanez, 3:15.18, 
and Alex Chen, 3:21.09. Niels have won the 50 to 
54 group in 2:51.49 with Carlos Viola-Santos as 
runner-up in 3:26.48. Emesto Rivera took the 55 
to 59 crown in 3:26.05, followed by HSBC's 
Wamer Manning in 3:36.54 and Pio Salvador, 
4:08.44. 


TOTI ALBERTO LIVED UP TO HIS 
billing as one of the country's finest 
aeromodelers by ruling the preci- 
sion aerobatics intermediate class of 
the 20th Philippine National Aero- 
modelers Championship at the 
Reclamation Area in Cebu City re- 
cently, 

Alberto, who won the sportsman 
«class last year, topped the two of the 
three rounds to bag his second title. 

He edged Michael Chua of Cebu 
Aeromodelers Club, Erwin Demat- 
era and Anthony Ballesteros of 
Manila, Armando Brene and 
Chepit Dulay of Bacolod, 

Past experiences from superbike 
and motoeross racing came in 
“handy for the 37-year-old Alberto in 
dominating the field by flying his 


Futaba MK extra 300 remote con- 
trol airplane with quick reflexes. 

“When І got a low score in the 
first heat, 1 did not give up,” said Al- 
berto, who is also a three-time Na- 
tional Superbike champion. "I just 
did my best in the next round, left 
all mental baggages behind." 

“The victory gave Alberto a chance. 
to move up to the advance class and 
will face still competition as this 
years class was easily won by Harry 
‘Taylor of Dumaguete Aero Club. 

“1 picked up flying теток 
tol airplanes at racemad 
handful 


asa 
оГ fellow participants 
would bring helicopters amd air- 
planes to relax between heats," re- 
called Alberto, who manages the 
KTM-Access Plus motocross team, 


TITUS Alberto (center) with wife Joy and fellow competitor Ken Hirose, 


CACIS Jay Jay Neri dominated 
the Masters class by winning all 
three rounds and will represent the 
Philippines in Japan for the upcom- 
ing Asian РЗА competition, 

Paolo Montemayor of Manila 
breezed to a golden finish in the 


sportsman category. 

The annual tournament was or- 
ganized by Cebu Aeromodelers 
Club Inc, Federation Aeronautique 
Internationale, 3D Hobbies and 
Sports Association Inc. and spon- 
sored by ils OS, Futaba, 


James’ triple-d4 


CLEVELAND—LEBRON JAMES LIFTED 
the young boy kissed his head and 
pulled the tiny child close. Cradling the 
1-year-old in his rippling arms, Cleve- 
land's star carried his son off the court. 

It was LeBron Jr's tum for a ride. 

Daddy already gave one to the Cava- 
liers. 

James scored 15 points in the fourth 
quarter and posted the second triple-dou- 
ble of his first visit to the NBA playoffs, 
leading Cleveland to an 86-77 win over 
Detroit on Saturday that cut the Pistons’ 
lead to 2-1 in their second-round series. 

Getting his only rest at halftime, James 
finished with 21 points, 10 rebounds, 10 
assists and four steals for the Cavaliers, 
who played with more confidence than 
in Games 1 and 2 and ensured they will 
play at least two more games this season. 

“Lo and behold he gets a triple-double 
in а second-round playoff game against 


Cigarette smoking is d 


wa PHILIPPINE D 


possibly the best team in the league,” | 
Cavs coach Mike Brown, marveling 
James latest feat. “I say it all 
time—he's special.” 

‘Anderson Varejao, Cleveland's m 
haired forward, added a career-high 
points and Flip Murray starting in рі 
of Larry Hughes, had 13 for the Cavali 
"who went 11-015 from the floor 
percent) and 9-оЁ9 from the line in 
fourth, 

Cleveland can even up the best-of 
en series at home in Game 4 on Mond. 

“We knew we couldn't lose Game 
home,” James said. "That would h 
dug us too big of a hole to get out of. 
took care of home. But we don't wan] 
feel too good about ourselves about t 
‘We just have to protect home.” 

Rasheed Wallace warned the Caval 
not to feel too giddy. 

"They did what they were supposed 


Governme 


From page A33 
meter stretch called “Sungay Road” is 
ready to either make or break an aspir- 
ing champion's dream. 

Red Bull assistant skipper Tomas 
Martinez jumped to fourth spot, 459 
‘off, while rookie Irish Valenzuela of 
Cossack Vodka was fifth with a 5:28 
deficit but only two seconds up on the. 
sixth-running Renato Sambrano, his 


Barnachea wrests 


Davadilla, who gave up on his quest 
for an unprecedented third Tour tile, 
improved to seventh from ninth but M 
witha 10-minute and 24-second deficit 
from 7:56 off at the start of the бау. 

Rookie Harvey Sicam dropped to 
eighth from third, now 11 minutes and 
31 seconds off with Eusebio Quinones 
(15:28) of GO21 and Wilfredo Calo: 
(15:34) of One Shot Wonder at ninth 


1, EFelcono (A, 51936 52732 
2.5. Bamachea (дий), 52018 
ЗЕ Obosa (inca), 52056 
4T Martinez (Rad Ва), 82311 
Б.А. Quit (Во Sports). 82258 
6.1. Мааа" (Cossack Моа), 
samo ina 
Т. В. Sambrano (Cossack Мова), 
same tino 
8.4 Raf (Str Sports), 82017 
9. E Ваша (Cossack Vodka}, 
52445 


53253 


53344 
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11. M. Aonar (A21), 52824 
12.R. Gortos (8021), 53006 
1H. Scam’ (НЫ! Sports), 53019 
А.Е Quinonos (Godt), sama tima 
45.3. Guevana (6021) same mo 
16.) Calderon (Най Bul), sama mo. 
47. W Calosa (One Shot Wonden), 


18. M. Rayos (Cossack Vodka), 


19.Н Mangahs (бий), 53357 


Cossack Vodka captain. and 10th overall, respectively. 
STAGE 3 RESULTS 
INDIVIDUAL 30 М. Dadia (ай & Mon), 20 P Clos" 


53524 
21. Toms (E 


26А Espino (c 
27.3. Crtao” 


54340 
28.8 Tones" | 


buble derails Pistons ru 


do," hesaid. ‘Weare still going to win this 
series. We're not going to let one game 
discourage us.” 

‘The Cavaliers won without Hughes, 
who was with his grieving family in St. 
Louis following the unexpected death of 
his 20-year-old brother, Justin. 

Richard Hamilton scored 22 points, 
Chauncey Billups 20 and Ben Wallace 
had 13 rebounds for the Pistons, who 
shot only 39 percent from the floor after 
blistering the nets in opening a 2-0 lead. 

Detroit also had 16 turnovers, twice as 
many as in Game 2. 

“We tumed the ball over too much, 
making plays that we dont usually 
make,” Billups said. "We got into the tem- 
po that we wanted it in. We knew they 
‘wanted to run, We kept them from that. 
And they guarded. They grinded. Youve 
gotto give them credit." 

Even if the Cavaliers don't rally to de- 


throne the two-time defending Eastem 
Conference champions, James and his 
teammates have made their first visit to 
the postseason since 1998 a memorable 
one. 

‘The 21-year-old James can take a bow 
for that, saving his best when it mattered 
most and carrying the Cavs down the 
stretch. 

"Thats what he does,” Billups said. 
“He's a great player, a phenomenal ath- 
lete. He does things that most guys can't 
do. He put his team on his back and 
willed himself to some great plays.” 

Stealing one of Hall of Famer George 
Gervin's signature moves, James hit an 
11-foot finger roll as the Cavaliers, who 
trailed by 10 points in the third, took their 
first lead of the fourth at 66-64. 

later, he drove for a layup to put 
Cleveland ahead 74-70 with 2:44 lef. 
Coming out ofa timeout, James grabbed 


Cavs guard Damon Jones near the scor- 
ег table and told him, "Let's win a game. 
Cmon” 

The Cavaliers followed him. 

James made a steal on Detroits next 

ion and hit two free throws to 
make it 76-70 with 2:20 left. The Pistons, 
though, closed within 78-74 on two foul 
shots by Rasheed Wallace with 1:32 re- 
maining before James came up with the 
games biggest play—and another monu- 
mental shot of his blossoming career. 

On the right wing with the shot clock 
running down, James stepped back and 
drilled a 3-pointer—the Cavs were Lof- 
12 on 3s at the time--over а dosing 
Tayshaun Prince to make it 81-74 with 
110%. 

The bucket rocked sold out Quicken. 
Loans Arena, which had been roaring 
'with every head fake, rebound and pass 
James made in the final period. 


n 


The event is being co-presented by 
Wow Magic Sing, organized by the Dy- 
namic Outsource Solutions Inc. headed 
by Gary Cayton, supervised by the 
Philippine National Cycling Association 
headed by Paquito Rivas and sanc- 
tioned by the PhiCycling and support- 
ed by the Philippine National Police, 
DPWH, Deparment of Tourism and 
the Metro Manila Development Au- 
thority. 


Runner-up in the opening stage and 
third placer in the second, Bamachea 
and fellow national team member John 
Ricafort peeled off from a 12-man lead 
group during the descent down Marcos 
Highway. 

Not much is expected to happen 
when the field rides down to Angeles 
ity today for the fourth stage, a “quiet” 
194.4-km trip as far as the frontrunners 
are concemed. 


One Shot Wonder), 


ki Sports) 5393 OVERALL INDIVIDUAL 


1.5 Bamachea (Sunbol), 124524 
2 E Obosa (inca), 124552. 

З. E Falana (Ar21) 124620 

4. Marina (Red Bul), 125023 

5 1 \аепдиш" (Cossack Voda), 


(Mal & More), 
125052 
а Рар) 54329 


Ono Shot Wonder), 125084 


7. М. баайа (Mal & Mon), 


jai & More). 54527 125548 


28.0. endo (nca) same ime 
30.2 Malen" (nca) 54549 


6. В. Sambrano (Cossack Voda), 


В.Н Scam” (Вый Sports), 125655. 

ЗЕ Quinones (621) 130053 

10. W. баюга (One Shot Wonder), 
120059 

Т, A Quim (E Spots) 
180151 

12. М. Reyes (Cossack Voda), 
s0257 

її Plot (Eb Spots) 
180802 

М.М Aborar (21) 130403 

15 R. Gorantes (B021), 139444. 

36.1. Calderon (Red Bul, 132457 
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CLEVELAND'S LeBron James snagsa rebound off Detroit's Rasheed Wallace (left). 
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Nadal, Federer forge Rome clash 


ROME RAFAEL NADAL BEAT GUILLERMO 
Coria in the longest Open-era final in last 
year's Rome Masters. 

The second-ranked Nadal is pretty sure 
Sunday's final against No. 1 Roger Federer 
won't last as long as last years 5-hour, 14- 
minute marathon. 

41 don’t think so. The points with Federer 
are shorter than with Coria," Nadal said. "But 
maybe it will be 24 hours—you never know.” 

Nadal has handed Federer his only two 
losses this year, in finals at Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, in March and the Monte Carlo Mas- 
ters last month. He leads Federer 4-1 overall, 
including a semifinal win at last year’s French 
Open, but Federer was looking forward to fac- 
ing the Spaniard again. 

"Im ready” he said. “ think its always spe- 
cial to have No. 1 vs No. 2. Its good for the 
game and I think both of us look forward to it. 
Especially on clay, it's a good challenge for 
те” 

‘The Monte Carlo and Rome Masters are im- 
portant claycourt tuneups for Roland Garros, 
which begins May 28. 

Federer advanced to his 13th straight final 
Saturday with an error-filled 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (5) 
win over third-ranked David Nalbandian. 
Nadal beat fellow 19-year-old Gael Monfils 6- 
2,62. 

Nadal registered his 52nd straight win on 
clay and he can match Guillermo Vilas’ Open- 
era record 53-match streak on the surface if 
he successfully defends his title. 


SHAKEY'S V LEAGUE 


RAFAEL Nadal celebrates the tough victory. 4 


“Playing the final in Rome is more impor- 
tant than the record,” Nadal said. “Winning 
the tournament is the goal. If I get the record, 
fine.” 

Federers win over Nalbandian tied him 
with Vilas for the second-most consecutive fi- 
nals in the Open era. Ivan Lendl holds the 


record at 18 straight finals, set in 1981 and 
"2. 

Federer struggled with his accuracy for 
long periods, but regained form midway 
through the third set. 

After trading breaks twice in the decisive. 
set, Federer took control of the tiebreaker 
"with a backhand service return winner to go 
6-4 up. Nalbandian followed his serve into 
the net on the crucial point, as he had done 
successfully on important points throughout 
the match. 

"He was just better,” Nalbandian said. “He 
did itat the right time. 

"The match ended when Nalbandian's fore- 
hand sailed long on Federer's second match 
point. 

Monfils, who was playing in his first Mas- 
ters Series semifinal, was never in contention 
against Nadal. 

Before Nadal's two wins, Nalbandian hand- 
ed Federer his last loss in November's final of 
the Masters Cup in Shanghai in a fifth-sét 
tiebreaker, 

“1 had a lot of chances to break that didn't 
take advantage of,” Nalbandian said, refer- 
ring to his converting five of 16 break points. 

Federer ended with 50 unforced errors to 
Nalbandian's 53. 

Nalbandian said that fast and slippery con- 
ditions contributed to the erratic play. 

“It was difficult to stop your feet," he said. 

Federer also reached the Rome final іп 
2003, losing to Felix Mantilla. AP 


PCU, FEU tossers dispute semis slot 


PHILIPPINE CHRISTIAN U AND FAR EASTERN U 
dispute the third semifinal berth today even 
as Ateneo fights for dear life against San Se- 
bastian in the V-League presented Бу Shakey's 
atthe Blue Eagle gym. 

PCU and FEU share third place with 3-2 
win-loss slates with the winner in their 4 p.m. 
encounter joining La Salle, unbeaten in five 
games, and Adamson (4-1) in the double 
round, carry over semifinal phase. 

Admission is free. Games are telecast on 
АВС-5 every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. 

Both teams are coming off losses in their re- 
spective last games with PCU bowing to the 
streaking La Salle, 28-26, 25-13, 26-24, and 
Far Eastern losing to a resurgent San Sebas- 
Чап College side, 25-21, 28-26, 25-16, both 
last Wednesday. 


MercedesTrophy 
RP debut up at 
S. Elena today 


А CRACK АГ INTERNATIONAL PROMINEN 
awaits the winners of the first MercedesTrophy 
Philippines 2006 which fires off today at the 
challenging Makiling course of the posh Sta. Ele- 
na Golf Club in Cabuyao, Laguna. 

CATS Motors Inc. and corporate partners 
Cathay Pacific Airways and Smart Infinity are 
presenting the one-day tournament which makes 
the Philippines as the eighth Asian county in the 
‘world-renowned annual MercedesTrophy Golf 

Greg Yu and Felix Ang, CATS Motors Inc. chair 
and president, respectively, expressed their grati- 
tude to DaimlerChrysler, makers ofthe Mercedes- 
Benz luxury vehicles, for including the country in 
the tournaments select roster. £ 

Yuand Ang will lead the hitting of the ceremo- 
nial drives with Cathay Pacific country manager 
Vivian Lo, Smart Infinity president Polly 
Nazareno, Sta. Elena's Rico Tantoco, Luceme's 
Ivan Yao and Arrow Shirts Benito Lim before the 
shotgun tee-off at 8 a.m. 

A Mercedes-Benz B170 Compact Sports Tour- 
е business-class tickets for two to Hong Kong 
from Cathay Pacific, an IWC Ingenieur AMG 
watch from Luceme and a Canon 30D Digital 
Camera are up for grabs as holes-in-one prizes. 

Tournament chair Emy Arcilla said the cham- 
pions in the three divisions will be fown by 
Cathay Pacific via business class to Queensland, 
‘Australia as the countrys entry in the Mercede- 
sTrophy Asian Regional Final this August. 


Guest — players 
Amelia Guanco and 
Lailanie Cervantes 
are again expected to 
spearhead PCU's bid 
while Far Eastern 
will lean on the pow- 
er-hitting Mary Ann 
Manalo, Касе! 
Daquis and Wendy 
Semana. 

Ateneo, mean- 
while, hopes to snap 
йз four game skid 
and keep its flicker- 
ing semis hopes alive. 
аз it battles San Sebastian in the 6 p.m. main 
game of this event presented by Shakey's Piz- 
та and organized by Sports Vision Manage- 


STANDINGS 
LaSalle 
Adamson 
Pou 
FEU 
ssc 
lyceum 
Ateneo 
UE 
GAMES TODAY 
(Blue Eagle Gym) 
4pm—PCU ws FEU 
6 p.m—Sas Sebas- 
tian vs Ateneo 


жұл 
Шашы дыр. олы 


ment Ine. 

But against the Lady Stags, the hosts will be 
taking on a team that has bounced back from 
three straight setbacks with back-to-back 
wins and got back into the thick of things in 
the tournament backed by Accel, Mikasa, 
АВС-5 and ABC Sports. 

А San Sebastian victory will eliminate the 
seventh-running Ateneo from the semis race 
and will reduce the fight for the fifth and last 
semifinal berth to the Lady Stags and the 
Lyceum spikers. 

Meanwhile, the Lady Pirates ousted the 
University of the East side, 25-11, 25-19, 25- 
19, late Saturday to likewise boost its own 
semis bid with a 2-3 card. 

The Lady Warriors reeled to their fifth 
straight setback and are the doormats in the 
eight-team field. 


WASHINGTON Nationals center fielder Ryan Church fails to a catch a double by Atlanta. 
Braves’ Marcus Giles in the seventh inning of their Major League Baseball game Saturday, яе 


A-Rod powers Yankees 


NEW YORK--ALEX RODRIGUEZ HIT A THREE- 
тип homer, Derek Jeter also connected and the 
New York Yankees got a useful start from Jaret 
Wright in а 4-3 victory over the Oakland Athletics 
on Saturday. 

‘Wright (1-2) held Oakland's slumping lineup in 
check into the sixth inning, helping the Yankees 
improve to 12.0 in day games. He got strong relief 
work from Scott Proctor and Kyle Farnsworth, 
who worked around Jeter's ninth-inning error to 
eam his first save with New York. 

"The As have lost four straight, matching a sea- 
son high, and seven of 10. They did get slugger Er- 
ic Chavez (infection) and catcher Jason Kendall 
(Suspension) back after both missed the previous 
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four games. Chavez went 0-for:5 with three strike- 
outs, stranding six runners. Kendall had an RBI 
single. 

Making his third start for the Аз in place of in 
jured Rich Harden, Brad Halsey (1-2) gave up four 
runs, five hits and four walks in 4 1-3 innings. Ori 
oles 11, Royals 1. 

At Baltimore, Kris Benson allowed one run in 
seven innings, Ramon Hernandez and Javy Lopez 
both homered and drove in three runs, and Balti 
more beat Kansas City to claim ўз first winning 
streak in May. 

Miguel Tejada and Melvin Mora also homered 
forthe Orioles, who hadn't won two in a row sinc 
April 28-29, AP 
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Cheating in Palaro: 
Protest and appeal 


YOU HAVENT MET RICKY 
Florencio, a dedicated sports 
lover. 

Butyou must've heard about 
the guy, a pioneering spirit in 
baseball around Marikina City. 

Florencio, built like a fly- 
weight, does his thing very qui- 
etly putting up leagues for kids 
in various barangays in his city, 
working out foreign trips for 
selections and, as a whole, 
striving to develop honest, 
hardworking, responsible citi- 
zens through sports. 

He works from behind the 
scene, letting the various big- 
wigs hog the limelight. 

АШ of a sudden, the quiet, 
unassuming fellow has taken a 
fighting stance. 


Bare ЕҮЕ 


ак 
ка 
Recab 
Tr lad 


terviewed. 

‘The vehicle they were rid- 
ing in promptly sped away. 

Many other developments 
came out in the open as the 
Palaro neared its culmina- 
tion. 

There were cheating 
claims in elementary foot- 
ball, elementary badminton, 
also in volleyball and athlet- 
ies. 

As a coach and parent in- 


SIX of the Philippines’ best wall climbers strike a pose before leaving for Malaysia to compete in the ESPN X-Games Asia '06, the region's 
most prestigious multi-event competition for action sports. The team is led by the country's No. I-ranked boulderer, Miel Pahati (second 
from left), who placed fourth in last year’s X-Games. Joining Pahati are (from left) team manager Omar Ermita, Ina Flores, head coach Joey 
Cuerdo, Kristine Robles, Justin Calingasan and Jeff Capili. Christian Guerrero is also part of the team, 


He wanted to be heard. 

He has an urgent message, а. 
protest and appeal. 

He's calling on responsible 
people to rally against rampant 
cheating, 

Listen to the agitated sports 
lover: 


ble parties. 


Dear Kuya Recah, 

The Palarong Pambansa, 
center of school sports in the 
country, continued to be be- 
sieged by rampant cheating 
in the area of eligibility of 
players, particularly in the el- 
ementary division of the 
baseball tournament. 

One of the strongest bases 
for the protest by a group of 
parents and coaches was a 
news report on ABS-CBN last 
May 11, where the mother of 
one of the suspected over- 
aged players from Calabar- 
zon admitted that her son, 
entered in elementary level 
baseball, was indeed already 
19 years old. 

‘Another stunning incident 
that I personally witnessed 
happened when EVRAA de- 
feated NCR. Immediately af- 
ter the game, players from 
the winning team, including 
their coach, ran to their van 
to avoid being checked or in- 


times. 


development. 


volved in the national event, 
I appeal for aggressive and 
tactful action from responsi- 


Thope and pray officials of 
the Dep-Ed, the Philippine 
Sports Commission, the na- 
tional government, the pi 
vate and public sectors will 
work together and come up 
with a permanent solution to 
this perennial problem. 

‘They must put up a strong 
training program for coach- 
ез, specifically in the areas of 
virtues/values and character. 

I also appeal to parents, 
teachers and players to be 
honest and truthful at all 


Sports, after all, is a rich, 
excellent field for character 


RICKY FLORENCIO 

Marikina City 

Florencio called up yester- 
day to report that NCR, despite 
the cheating, won both the ele- 
mentary and high 
championships in baseball. 

That victory, of course, is 
overshadowed by the monster 
feats of cheaters who contin- 
ued to lord it over in various 
fields, not sports alone. 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


MIEL PAHATI LOOKS ANYTHING BUT THE 
country’s top bet in sport climbing. 

Soit no longer came as a surprise when re- 
porters mistook him for one of the public relation. 
officers during a recent press briefing. 

Wearing a blue tie and a striped white polo 
shir, the youthful Pahati did look more like a 
Makati office employee than an extreme game 
enthusiast. 

‘And with his polite demeanor and lean frame, 
itwas hard to imagine where Pahati gees the 
strength and aggressiveness that made him one 
of the top Asian climbers in the bouldering event. 


school 
EMBATTLED SOFTBALL LEADER HARRY 
Angping gives his side оп the leadership con- 
troversy hounding the sport as he and other 
officials appear in tomorrow's PSA Forum at 
the main function room of the Pantalan 
Restaurant in Manila. 
Joining them in the public sports program 


“Last year, it was my first time in the (Asian) X- 
Games. But after the semifinals, was number. 
опе,” said Раһаб. "And they were like, Who's 
that Filipino? He's so thin, he's just new? They 
‘were surprised." 

The 24-year-old Pahati impressively finished. 
fourth in ast years edition in South Korea. 

So this year, is likely that Pahati will be. 
among the climbers to watch in the ESPN X- 
Games Asia 2006 set in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

“Of course, we'd like to be in the top three this 
year” said Pahati. "Last year we came really close, 
but there was a slight slip in the end. I guess we're 
more mature this year and more solid." 

Pahati will spearhead the RP team composed 


Softball head Angping at PSA Forum 


aired over Sports Radio 918 and sponsored by 
Pagcor and Manila Mayor Lito Atienza are the 
men and women behind the Enduro San Mig 
Light Adventure led by race director Rene 
Guevarra, project director Kit Acenas and 
Chesca Yujuico, assistant brand manager of 
SML. The session starts at 10:30 a.m. 


Pahati shoots for top 
Asian X-Games finish 


of Justin Calingasan, Jeff Capili, Christian Guer- 
rero, Ina Flores and Kristine Robles. 

‘Although the six athletes have been diligently 
training for the multi event competition, head 
coach Joey Cuerdo said sport climbing demands 
more than physical strength. 

"Climbing has alot of analysis said Cuerdo. 
"Ithasa lot of connection between the mental 
and the physical.” 

The Philippines will see action in two of the 
three events—bouldering and speed climbing. 

More than 200 athletes from the Asia Pacific 
region will also be competing in aggressive in- 
line skating and skateboarding. A Moto X 
demonstration will be among the sidelights of 
the event. 

Anew nile inthis years bouldering competi- 
tion might make it tougher for the local bets. 
There will be no more trial period that will allow 
athletes to practice the course. Still, Pahat re- 
mains undaunted. 

“You won't see what you're going to limb on 
until the last minute, the actual competition," 
said Pahari. “Its а bit tougher because there's 
pressure, you don't know what you're getting in- 
to. I like it better that way" 


Amonsot bucks knockdown, decisions Puerto Rican 


WORLD BOXING ORGANIZATION ASIA PACIFIC 
super featherweight champion Czar Amonsot 
bucked a first-round knockdown and a one-point 
deduction to score a unanimous decision win over 
Puerto Rican Jose Reyes yesterday in the main event 
of a Guilty Promotions card at the Orleans Hotel 
and Casino in Las Vegas. 

 Amonsot was caught by a shot in the dying sec- 


ел теі» 


onds of the opening round that sent him on all 
fours, but went on to dominate the remaining 
rounds of the 10-round fight. 

The judges scored it 96-93, 96-93, 95-94 for the 
Filipino. 

The Tagbilaran City native was penalized a point 
for a low blow in the middle round according to Dr. 


De la Vega designed the custom-made mouth- 
piece worn by Amonsot, which allowed the Filipino 
excellent breathing space as well as tough mouth 
protection from the blows all throughout the bout. 
The win improved Amonsots record to 16-1-1 
with 10 knockouts, and lines him up for a possible 
defense of his title in Tagbilaran City in his next 


In the co-featured tenner, Along Denoy of Candi- 
jay, Bohol looked headed for an easy win over Esau 
Gaona before a freak clash of heads opened a cut on 
the latter in the second round. 

Тһе fight had to be stopped 15 seconds gone in 
the fourth due to the cut, and under the Nevada 
rules, the fight was declared a no-contest. Salven 1. 


Ed de la Vega, who was at ringside. 
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STANDINGS 
North Division 
Bacchus/Harbour 
Forward Taguig 
Batang Tagaytay 
Spring Parañaque 
Pangasinan 
Laguna-Sta. Rosa 
South Division 
Ozamiz Cotta 

| Iligan Crusaders 

4 North Cotabato 


Pagadian Explorers 
| 
і 


OZAMIZ CITY—BACCHUS/HAR- 
bour Centre-Manila banked on 
exAteneo Blue Eagle Magnum 
Membrere's triple in the dying 
seconds to snap defending cham- 
pion Ozamiz Cotta's five-game 
winning run, 92-91, Saturday in 
the 2006 Guerrero Brandy-NBA 
national basketball champi- 
onship before an overflow crowd 
at the Gov. Angel Medina Sr. gym- 
nasium here. 


| 


«lloilo Warriors 


Tourney 
of Champs 
under way 
at Eagle . 


By Jong Arcano 


THE BEST CLUB PLAYERS IN THE LAND GO THROUGH A BIG TEST 
of nerves and skill in the second National Tournament of Club 
Champions firing off today at the sprawling Eagle Ridge Golf and 
Country Club in Gen. Trias, Cavite. 

Corporate executives like Indren, — The men will be seeking a tip to 


Naidoo, Jingy Tuason and Edmund 
‘Yee will mix it up with expatriates 
and jungolfers in the five-day event 
presented by Hong Kong and Shang- 
hai Banking Corp. and Ingumer бой. 


the HSBC world match play in Eng- 
land while the ladies vie for the 
chance to witness the HSBC LPGA 
match play tilt in New Jersey. 

Also on tap today is the Isuzu 


THE RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
by officals of the Billiards and 
‘Snooker Congress of the Philip- 
pinesis intriguing. 

Speaking before sportswriters 
during the PSA Forum at the Pan- 
talan restaurant, BSCP chair Yen 
Macabenta said the staging of the 
Philippine 9-Ball Championship 
оп Aug. 4-19, will mark the first 
time that the BSCP is conducting 
an official tournament to crown a 
true national champion. “Before 
this,” he stressed, "we only had 
exhibition toumaments orga- 
nized by private promoters, and 
they were not truly representa- 
tiveand comprehensive. 

On the other hand, BSCP ses- 
retary general Julius Nidea said 
the Philippine 9-Bal Champi- 
onship was conceived so that not 
only the established stars such as 
Efren “Bata” Reyes, Alex “The Li- 
on" Pagulayan and Francisco 
“Django” Bustamante would 
shine, butalso enable the promis- 
ing players to show their теше. 

"That said, one gets the impres- 
sion these BSCP officials have 
taken an unfair evaluation of the 
achievements of Reyes, Pagu- 
layan and Bustamante, not to 
mention the valuable support of 
their benefactors, former Assem- 
blyman Jose "Popit" Puyat and 
billiards “godfather” Aristeo 
“Purch” Puyat of Puyat Sports. 

As far as Tm concerned, the re- 
marks were misleading and 
should be corrected at once. 1 say 
Reyes, Pagulayan and, Busta- 
тале have nothing more to 
prove. They are already champi- 
‘ons in their own right. Are their- 
achievements in the international 
billiards scene not enough? What 
more do the BSCP want? 

As a longtime follower of the 
sport, Lam also taking umbrage 
‘at Macabenta's remarks that past 
tournaments were only exhibi- 
tion tournaments. So what? 

Didn't he know that some of 
these so-called “exhibition” tour- 
naments, particularly the ones or- 
ganized ‘by Puyat Sports, gave 
new meaning and dimension to 
the sport previously associated 
with gamblers and hustlers? How 
could one not feel good? Even 
though the Philippines is just-a 
dot in the world map, it is now a 
force to reckon with in the inter- 
'пайопа! billiards scene. Reyes 
and Bustamante were once invit- 
ed to compete in the elite 16- 
player field of the World Pool 
Masters 9-Ball tournament іп 
London when richer, bigger and 
more powerful countries like the 
United States only received one 
invitation each. 

"Truly, Philippine billiards has 
arrived," proudly said team man- 
ager Rollie Vicente then, 


Befuddled 
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Iñigo Қас E. 


Through the years, Vintage 
Promotions, Viva Sports, ABS- 
CBN, Jemah Television and Solar 
Sports in cooperation with Puyat 
Sports havestaged many success- 
ful Philippine Open toumaments. 
‘And all have been well-attended 
affairs. Not only that, Puyat 
Sports, a nonprofit venture, have 
also brought to the country many 
of the world's most famous and 
toughest pool shooters. Among 
the sports luminaries who came 
here to play were Americans Ear! 
Stickland, a five-time world 
champion: multi-awarded John- 
ny Archer, the most-feared player 
in contemporary history; former 
'US Open champion Cory Deuel, 
Rodney Morris and, some years 
back, the legendary Nick Vamer, 
Jim Rempe, Mike Lebron, Jeremy 
Jones, Kim Davenport, Mike 
Sigel, acknowledged to be the 
best US pool player; and US 
ladies circuit standout Jeannette 
lee, who played a challenge 
match with Efren Reyes. 

From Europe, came former 
world champions Mika Immonen 
of Finland, Thorsten Hohmann 
and Ralph Souquet of Germany, 
Marcus Chamat of Sweden and 
‘Thomas Engert, also of Germany 
Asia sent Taiwan's reigning World 
Pool champion Wu Chia-ching, 
Yang Chinshun, San Miguel 
Beer-Asian 9-Ball Tour defending 
champion Kuo Po-cheng; Japan's 
Kunihiko Takahashi, ` Satoshi 
Kawabata _ and ` Akikumo 
Toshikawa and Korean champs 
Sin Youngpark and Jeong 
Young-hwa. 

Recently the first ever Enerva 
Asian Ladies 9-hall Champi- 
onship was held, with world 
ranked No. 1 player Kim Ga- 
young of Korea emerging cham- 
pion. Big firms have likewise 
been supporting these world- 
dass events, among them San 
Miguel Beer, Tanduay, Hope 
cigarettes, Motolite, Café Puro, 
LG Collins and Enerva energy 
drink. 

The Puyats have supported not 
only Reyes, who won the World 
Pool title in 1999, but also Busta- 
mante, the worlds No. 1 playerin 
1998; and a host of other nota- 
bles that included Antonio Lin- 
ing, Rodolfo Luat, Ramil Gallego, 
Gandy Valle, Dennis Orcollo, 
Warren Kiamco, and most recent- 
Iy, Pagulayan and Marlon Mana- 
o. 
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With the count at 89-91 in fa- 
vor of Ozamiz in the last 23 sec- 
onds, the host cagers of Mayor 
Reynaldo Parojinog turned the 
ball over. Membrere, surprisingly 
left open, then calmly sank his 
sixth three-pointer of the game 
with two ticks left, breaking the 
hearts of the hometown crowd. 

“Magnum (Membrere) 
showed the kind of stuff he's 
made of,” said coach Lawrence 


Каа? 
RODRIGUEZ 


ABIERA 


Skills Challenge, a side event of the 
NTCC which stakes prizes in four 
different. special contests driving, 
pitching, blasting and putting. 

The kuzu Challenge wil be 
played after the stroke play qualify- 
ing round scheduled at 9:30 a.m. 

PDI president Sandy Prieto-Ro- 
mualdez and HSBC CEO and presi- 
dent Wamer Manning will hit the 
ceremonial drives before the Isuzu 
Challengeat 3 pm. 

Backers of the NTOC are Sta. Lu- 
cia Realty Callaway as official appar- 
el, Titleist as the official ball, Philip- 
pine Airlines, Platonic the official 
hole-in-one sponsor, Isuzu, Pacific 
Air Media, Chivas Regal, The Travel 
‘Club and official hotel Microtel. 

The entries: 

aang: Indren Naidoo and Vice бобо: 
Aguinaldo: Matet бініп Ata Мах Ма 


Bacchus/Harbour dribblers 


Chongson of Bacchus/Harbour, 
co-owned by Mikee Romero. “I'm 
proud the boys never gave up 
when we lost the lead in the sec- 
ond half. They did not back 
down.” 

With a 6-2 card, Bacchus/Har- 
bour solidified its northern divi- 
sion lead in the tournament spon- 
sored by Panasonic, Sulpicio 
lines, Natures Spring Mineral 
Water, Spring Cooking Oil, Ве- 


"Ar 
Š 
сорю 


(база Вара болшу Cu B Lawrence and 
Cha Diano; Camp Jon Нау Shan Bed and 
Narete Н; Capt! Нік Dermis Nooredes. 
and Mean Legasi: Cebu Country Cu Каат 
Uy, Ease Jong Soo Park and Tes Sat 
Eagle е Jn Tambogan and Kwon Ve Set 
Forest His: Voly Pages, Кс Мәде Rae; 
Mania боё. Vero Reyes; Manta болноо: 
Edmund Ye and Beach Аза, Mimosa: Km 
Hee Youn, М. Marat бесі Katigbak and 
Uy Young: Our Vas Ка and Marsa 
Romane; Rancho Paos Verdes. Alonso 
Marco and теа баса: мега Miko Yee 
за Ora Rodriguez Покі Northwoods: Rode! 
engin and Lyn Магоза, Sherwood 
His Yuichiro Nakanishi and Marne Ту За. 
Bene: Жу Tuason and Маса odo; Summi 
Port: Val Раш Tagaytay Hinds: Augusto 
Theodore de Jesus and Mabel Kawsak Tagaytay 
маэк: Over Gan and Веі Ава, Vi- 
tor Рабу Amat Vale 22у Мәлі Voy 
Pages, and Wack Wack Katya dela Cz. 


gent Foods, Firefly Lightings, 
Molten, Prime Channel. 

Despite its first loss in six 
games, Ozamiz stil leads the 
southern division. 

Ozamiz was comfortably 
ahead, 91-81, with 5:08 left in 
the game when Bacchus/Har- 
bour exploded with 10 points ina 


fiery windup. 
The visiting Manila 


and 
Mayor Sammy Co's Pagadian Ex- 


BA: 


Ozamiz Cotta 


plorers were playing at press time 
Pagadian Ci | 
The scores: 1 
BACOHUSIHARBOUR 92—Membrerp 
22, Sta. Cruz 18, Prlbahas 15, Relaga 1 
Coyukang В, Jay Cuevas 8, Masbang 
Jun Cuevas 2, Hardin 2, Reyes 0, Pile 0. 
OZAMIZ 91—Bansil 19, Llangco 15, 
Cavan 13, Guerrero 10, Yabut 7, llanga 7, 
Sampllo 7, BASco 6, Alberto 4, Alvarado 3, 
Delina 0. 
Quarters: 32-27, 60-54, 75-82, 92-91 


Unbeaten Jewelers | 
take on Warriors as ' 
MVBAs finals begin 


CEBU CITY—UNBEAT- 
en M. Lhuillier Kwarta 
Padala-Cebu Jewelers 
face the fourth seeded 
Toyota-lloilo Warriors 
and second seed Cebu 
Landmaster-Toledo 
play No. 3 Mantawi 
"Traders at the start of 
their separate bestof- 
three semifinal series 
this week in the 
Visayas Division of the 
ML Kwarta Padala 
Mindanao Visayas Basketball Asso- 
ciation (МУВА) tournament. 

Toledo of realtor Joe Soberano 
and Mantawi of Mayor Thadeo 
‘Ouano open their series tomorrow 
at the Marcelo A. Barba Sports 
Complex in Toledo City. 

M. Lhuillier of ВАР chair Michel 
Lhuillier and the Пойо Basketball 
League-backed Warriors start their 
own series at the New Cebu City 
Coliseum on Wednesday. 


GAME TOMORROW 
(Barba Sports Center) 
5:30 pm—Cebu 
LandmasterToledo vs. 
Mantawi Traders 
(Semis B, Game 1) 
GAME WEDNESDAY 
(Cebu Coliseum) 
520 p.m. Lhullr 
Kwarta Padala-Cebu vs. 
Toyota-lolo Warriors 
(Semis A Gamo 1) 


———1 Toledo and M. 
Lhuillier enjoy home 
court advantage in 
their separate series. 

The series winners 
will meet in another 
bestofthree ent 
counter for the Visayas 
Division championship 
in the league backed 
by ML Kwarta Padald, 
Cokaliong Shipping 
Lines, Nature's Spring 
Drinking | Wate 
Molten, Panasonic and Sulpicio 
Lines. 3 

The Visayas Division champion 
will then play the Mindanao Divi 
sion champion in а best-of-five se- 
ries for the МУВА crown. Ў 

"The Шап Archangels of Mayor 
lawrence Cruz became the first 
team to advance to the Mindanao 
Finals last May 12 when they beat 
Montaña Pawnshop-Davao, 80-71, 
and finish the series at 2-1. 


Study at Informatics so you can 
work here, there and everywhere. 


Global companies now look for people with international diplomas from global 
schools. An Informatics diploma is recognized in almost 50 countries, giving 
you a significant edge in getting the job you want, almost anywhere in the 
world. Why settle for just a local diploma if you can get easy access to better 
paying jobs locally or overseas with Informatics. Enroll at Informatics and 
pursue your dream of working here, there and everywhere. 
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Informatics hotline: 0917-8232222 - e-mail: college@informatics.com.ph « website: www.Informatics.edu.ph 
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Baguio battleground for junior net tour | FORD SHOOTOUT 


THE 2006 HEAD PENN JUNIOR TENNIS 
Tour, billed as the country's biggest tourna- 


é : 
ment for players 18 years and younger, serves n E 
up its penultimate leg in Baguio City starting. 3 


today at the Athletic Bowl in Burnham Park. 
The tour has held tournaments in the cities 
of Davao, General Santos, Cagayan de Oro, 
Dumaguete, Bacolod, Iloilo, Liloan and Cebu 
inthe past seven years to discover talents who 
will be developed into international-caliber | 
players. Last year's edition drew more than | 
1,000 participants. ROYALNORTHWOODS, 
Competitions are in the boys and girls’ 18- | Manila Golfand Tagaytay 
under, 16-under, 14-under, 12-under and 10- | Highlandssenttwoteams 
under unisex. Trophies, medals and sporting | each among the last nine 
x goods await the winners ofthetour organized | qualifiers that completed last 
ё by Dynamic Sports Corp. (DSC), the exclusive | weekend the 15-club roster 
$ distributor of Head and Penn rackets. for the Grand Finals ofthe. 
KEEP WALKING. 5 The final leg will be held at the Віга! | Ford National Team Shootout 


Memorial Tennis Center from May 21-26. For set at the Orchard and Sta. 
Ed кана call the Philta office at 523-6415 | ena Gelfand Country Cbs 


and DSC at 925-1578 or 925-2391. оп May 25.26. 

RP women's team member Bien Zoleta and "The quartet of Boy Unson, 
junior Davis Cuppers Pablo Olivarez П and | Amel Arreche, Lim Mangula- 
Francis Largo use Head Penn rackets. bnan and Ynez del Rosario of 

3 | Northwoods topped the Lu- 
11 zon North Satellite, hosted by 
d | Luisita Golf Club, witha net 
1 


[аы м 


| Rs ithe pan bada 706 ALABANG GCC's Rick and Verni Oledan and Indren and 


[1 s nat 5 a iedee Naio E fourth from left) show their 
l е без en rout alii atelli Я 
! «іе and be ааа trophies after qualifying in the Luzon East Satellite finals. 
H Another Northwoods ed out the qualifying cast | Clifford Lichaytoo. 
squad of Omar Dunca, Danny fromthe Luzon East leg held Teams from Cebu Country 
Charin, Chris Wan and Jun at Wack Wack Teams from Club, Iloilo, Manila South- 
Maliclic placed second via a | Valley Forest Hills and woods, Riviera and Eagle 


countbackover the Baguio Eastridge also competed. Ridge have earlier booked 
Er (ЕЕ | | ROTARLLOGRS | [итеп wapa GLASS] EE 


E - Country Club squad of Mitos | Thetwoqualifers from”... theirplacesin the Grand Fi- 
Ges wot pied | бшмесе aaa sanang. Benitez, Louie Siapno, Euls Tagaytay Highlands madeit nals ofthe tournament pre- 
Pad po spa Gaan Ё Agustin and ElyLagman. behind Luzon South Satelite sented by Ford Motors Phils. 
Both finished with net 61s winner Mt. Malarayat, which іп cooperation with Pharma- 
to dinch the other qualifying played hostto theeventalso — ton, and sponsored by the 
slotsin the toumament that joined by teams from Can- Federation of Golf Clubs 
also featured teams from lubang and Sta. Elena. Phils. Inc. and Swing Maga- 
Camp John Hay and Mimosa. ting their familiarity тіле. 4 
The two MGC squads weather course in ‘The champion team in the 
which advanced from the Lu- Lipa City,GigiOrtile Jeck тапа finals willwinanall- ў 
zon East Satellite were the fa- Mendoza, Val Plata and Amel expense paid rip to Spring 
ther and daughter team of Jo- Barro shot a net 60 (65 gross, City Golf Lake Resort in Kun- 
ым jo and Ina Guingona together S handicap) to rule the event. ming City in China. 
‘with Malou Gamboa and Joining them in the Grand ^ — Thetourneyissponsored 
C. AR RYBOY ‘Tony Olbes and the Lim Finals were the Tagaytay by Mizuno, PAL, Rudy Project, 
i brothers—David, Jason, Vin-  Highlandsquametoflsac VMV Group, St. Francis, C-Li- 
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For the real thrill, come to the Mazda Zoomfest. 

Test drive the award-winning Mazda cars at the Mazda Zoomfest! Visit any Mazda dealer every weekend this May for a day of tills and fils 
+ FREE snacks and giveaways await on site. = Test drive a Mazda and get tokens. + Inquire about hot on-the-spot deals. 
+ NI existing Mazda customers are also invited to avail of a free 10 point check.“ Get a chance to акай of FREE ой from Castrol, 

Bringing your family? A kiddie corner will be set up for them to play in while you zoom away. 


TEST DRIVE DATES: May 13-14 * May 2021 * May 2728 All Mazda Dealerships (Alabang, Greenhills, Makati and Quezon Ave) sam to брт 


‘rca мага Maan белен Corporate — aan, nny Te 0723 Fax 772 t70 Mazda Geen 202 EDSA cor Rochester З, ба East, аус Ciy Та no. ТИШ, 
tatto пара рае ae Mate Qt ent i te he, а qms Quan CO a ИШ a eer а PS 


MONDAY, MAY 15,2006 


INsiDE 
а Idols? 
Ж final 3 visit 
hometowns; 
Chris goes 


A home A2/2 By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


ІШТЕ TELLINGLY, NIKKI GIL 15 UIS- 
tening these days to the soundtrack: 
. of the European movie, Il Postino." 
B Tribute “It consists of Pablo Neruda's poems, 
- as read by various artists, among them 
z to Vehnee Sting, Madonna, Julia Roberts and Ethan 
т A2/4 | Hawke," NIK says 
Isn't it torture to listen to romantic verses 
while nursing a broken heart? 175 been only 
two months since the 18-year-old Nikki part- 
ей ways with her boyfriend of eight months, 
Gabriel Valenciano. 
“1 really enjoy listening to [the sound- 
from track]," she confesses. “It allows me personal 
i moments for contemplation.” 
Animal Since that was her first relationship and 
Planet? her first breakup, do tears fall when she’s 
D alone? 
A2/6 [^^ “No naman,” she says, but quickly back- 
Қ tracks, "Not that often, anyway I'm a girl; its 


a given that Fm sentimental.” 
B Let Gwen guide you She makes it clear: “Fm neither bitter nor 
A2/8 


@ News 


angry. In fact, Gabriel and I have remained 
friends.” 
Mom Julie says the kids’ relationship was 
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How Nikki mends 
her broken Пе] 


“ideal” at the start because Gabriel's par- 
ents—singer Gary and manager Angeli—are 
"friends from church." 

Nikki volunteers: "[His parents] аге 
nice people. They've been very diplomatic 
about everything. As if nothing hap- 
pened... nothing bad happened anyway. It 
has served its purpose. I'm wiser now and 
soishe." 

The only downside are the inevitable in- 
trigues—the most hurtful of which claims 
that she's using the breakup to promote her- 
self, specifically her new single (under EMD, 
which is coincidentally titled "Forever Is Not 
as Long as It Used to Be." 

"Tm not that shallow,” she exclaims. "I can- 
not play around with matters of the heart." 

On a positive note, she believes the sad 
chapter will help her grow as an artist. "That's 
why 1 always say | have no regrets. I sing with 
more heart now.” 

“Yes, it was a learning experience for her,” 
Julie agrees. “They were just too young for a 
mature kind of relationship.” 

Is Nikki ready to fall in love again? 

“No,” she says, “but only because I'm busy 

HOW NIKKI 2-6 


H'wood's best autograph signers 


LOS ANGELES—JOHNNY DEPP HAS THE 
ite stuff when it comes to signing auto- 
graphs while Cameron Diaz is the worst, 
according to a new list Friday from Auto- 
graph Collector magazine. 
Depp, followed by George 
Clooney, topped the magazine's 


CHEER 


stead of just turning down a person's auto- 
graph request, she'll lecture them about how 
‘dumb autographs are,” Cyrkin said. 

Russell Crowe would have been named 
as the best of the worst but in recent 
months he has been much nicer to 

fans, Cyrkin said in a telephone inter- 


14th annual survey of Holly- FACTOR view Friday. 


wood's best and worst signers. 
He was rated best last year, too. 
“Many stars become bad signers once 
fame and fortune hits, but not Depp. He's 
even signed autographs for crowds at the 
airport while carrying luggage,” said Steve 
Cyrkin, editor and publisher of the Santa 
Апа, Calif.-based magazine. 

As for Clooney: “He'll joke as he signs, and 
make fun of how he looks in photos he's hand- 

ed to autograph,” Cyrkin said. 
When it comes to her moniker, 
however, Diaz gets a flunking 

grade. 

“Cameron Diaz maybea 
talented actress, but 
. she's persistently а 
terrible signer. In- 
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the country’s. 
only kids^ 
show group , 
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Carrier Song: і ‘Ocampo 
,GUSTO KONG ^ “7 
KUMANTA Ма j 
Written by: ў ы 
BUTCH ALBARRACIN p Ў Also includes: 
оша” ki: РЙ © WE COULD BE 
ı YOU MAKE ME l1. TOGETHER 
ıı FEEL LIKE А STAR + ABSOLUTELY 
EVERYBODY 
“ce IM COMING OUT 
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Catch them in their album launching shows! 
st. Francis Square Ortigas - May 12, 4pm Ever Gotesco Commonwealth - Moy 14 
StarMall EDSA - May 21, 4pm * SM City Fairview - May 22, 4pm 
St, Francis Square Ortigas - May 23, 4pm * SM Cily Sucat Paranaque - May 26, 4pm 
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Produced by: GP 


Cyrkin said the list, which appears 

in the magazine's June issue, was 

based on information from a professional au- 
tograph collector and an enthusiastic ama- 
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ELLIOT YAMIN, TAYLOR HICKS AND KATHA- 
rine McPhee—the top three contenders in this 
years “American Idol"—are already certified su- 
pestars at this point. 

In Los Angeles, California, "McPhever" ma- 
nia reached а fevered pitch Friday when 
McPhee returned to her old high school. 

Teenage boys screamed out marriage propos- 
als. Cheerleaders chanted, “Go, Katharine, go!” 
Even Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa showed up at 
the packed gymnasium of Notre Dame High 
School to honor her. 

The ultimate champ in Fox's mega-hit talent 
contest will be announced May 24. 

“You make me feel like a winner, regardless 
of what happens," McPhee told the high-energy 
crowd. 

"The 22-year-old brunette—wearing skintight 
jeans, a black Tshirt and hoop earrings—raced 
‘around the gym for an hour singing snippets of 
songs, breaking out in dance and bear-hugging 
former teachers. 

A sea of posters filled the room, from “Vote 
for Katharine—Catch the McPheever" to "She's 
MePhine,” “She's McPheerless" and “McPhee is 
Our Favorite." 

Footage of her visit will be shown this week 
оп "Idol," with hometown segments featuring 
fellow finalists Yamin and Hicks. 

McPhee, the first Los Angeles native to make 
it big on “Idol,” seemed overwhelmed by the 
frenzy. 

“Pm more nervous now than on the show" 
she said, just before launching into а soulful 
rendition of "God Bless the Child" —the tune she 
sang at her first “Idol” audition. 

McPhee reflected on her past as a singing star 
їп high school and said she missed being іп mu- 
sical theater productions. 1 will definitely go 
back to that,” she said. 

‘A question from an aspiring singer prompted 
а bit of advice. McPhee said wannabe “Idol” 
contestants should pick their songs ahead of 
time and “remember to breathe.” 

Ninth-grader Amanda Dodge, 15, 
echoed other students in her sup- 
port of McPhee. 

“4 think is amazing shes 
here,” she said. "Even though 
she's moving on to a whole 
new world, its great to 
see her recognize every- 
one who brought her to 
where she is today.” 

Dodge dismissed con- 
troversy over this weeks 
“Мор which McPhee 
landed in the bottom two, 
but favored Chris Daughtry 
was voted off (see exit inter- 
view below). Some Daughtry 
fans have said their votes may 
have been mistakenly credited to 
another contestant. 

MePhee's 23-year-old sister Adri- 
ала, another tall Notre Dame alum, 
said she was thrilled for her sister, 
adding she hoped McPhee makes the final 
cut. To do her part, she voted for two hours 
for her little sis. 


TAYLOR Hicks performs for fans at the 
Riverchase Galleria in Birmingham. 


{feel guilty if Tm not voting!” she said. 


Happiest day 

In Richmond, Virginia, Yamin treated fans to 
a performance of the appropriately titled 
“Home,” by Michael Buble. 

“This is the happiest day of my life,” Yamin 
told around 4,000 screaming fans who crowded 
into a downtown plaza to catch a glimpse of the 
27-year-old. 

‘Yamin was in town for a whirlwind tour that 
included a parade in his honor and a perfor- 
mance at the opening of the Richmond Braves 
minor league baseball game. Richmond Mayor 
L. Douglas Wilder presented Yamin with the key 
tothe city 

“We know that Virginia is caught up in Elliott 
mania,” Wilder said. “He is an ambassador for 
all of us, for all Virginians.” 

Wilder told Yamin and those who had gath- 
егей that he'd just received a fax from Idol judge 
Paula Abdul, in which she revealed the song she 
һай chosen for Yamin to sing in this weeks 
show: “What You Won't Do for Love,” by Bobby 
Caldwell. 

“I never knew how powerful a voice can be,” 
Yamin told fans, who cheered and waved signs 
that read, “The Yamin Machine” and “Go, El- 
Той” "To be able to sing and share it--share 
that voice with you all, it just means the world 
tome" 

Yamin and his mother Claudette later visited 
Gov. Timothy M. Kaine, who capped and 
grinned as Yamin hopped out of his stretch limo 
through the window and greeted the governors 
жай. 

4 feel like the luckiest person,” Yamin said, 
hugging Kaine. ў 

Inside the governors mansion, Kaine pre- 
sented Yamin with a Tshirt that read, “Virginia 


жы 


ELLIOTT Yamin acknowledges 
a crowd of about 4,000 fans at 
the James Center in 
Richmond, Virginia. З 
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KATHARINE McPhee, 22, dances in the gym 
at Notre Dame High School in Los Angeles. sr 


is for Elliott Lovers,” and another to help butter 
up the show's most cantankerous judge: "Vir- 
ginia is for Simon Lovers.” 

“You've really captured everybody's imagina- 
tion,” Kaine told Yamin. 

Before American Idol, Yamin—who is 90 per- 
cent deaf in his right ear—hadn't done much 
public singing outside of karaoke, and a few 
performances with a band. 

"Es just amazing,” Yamin told reporters earli- 
er Friday. “You kind of give up your anonymous 
lifestyle for this... but its all totally worth it. Im 
ош here chasing my dream and its just so cool 
tohaveall these people behind me.” 

Yamin, once considered the underdog in the 
competition, said he didn't initially think he'd 
make it to the top three. 

“Starting off, you know, you get to the stadi- 
umand yousee 10,000 people,” hesaid. “You're 
just lucky if you get an audition. I'm just thank- 
ful that I, you know, was heard and that I had 
that shot and that opportunity and took advan- 
tage oft” 


Dream come true 

Hicks returned home to Alabama also on Fri- 
day with his own made-for-TV visit that includ- 
ed a parade, a visit with the governor and some 
down-home Southem food he just cant get 
while taping in Los Angeles. 

“You take grits for granted,” the gray-haired 
Hicks said during an appearance at WBRC-TV 
the local Fox affiliate. Afterward, he and his 
bandmates played а few songs on a patio atop 
Red Mountain overlooking Birmingham. 

Footage from Hicks’ trip home will also be 
shown on "Idol" this week. Birmingham has al- 
ready had one “Idol” winner, Ruben Studdard, 
and a runner-up, Bo Bice. 

Hicks, who grew up in the Birmingham sub- 
urb of Hoover, Alabama, said the success of 
Sruddard and Bice helped grease his way 

ditions for the show. 

“tm doing great,” said Hicks, 29. “з a 
dream come tru 

Autograph seekers, friends and admirers 
swarmed Hicks as he arrived for a long day of 

appearances. Left with a few seconds to him- 

self on the TV set, Hicks silently thumbed 
through an old yearbook from Hoover 
High School, which he attended. 

Hugh Mitchell, a longtime 
friend of Hicks’ father, said the 
singer seems to be holding up 
amid the whirlwind of being ona 

top-rated show. 
“Tm just so excited for him,” 

said Mitchell. 
Before “Idol,” Hicks was the 
frontman for a band bearing his 
name. The group, which played mainly 
in area nightclubs, now calls itself “The 
Little Memphis Blues Orchestra.” 
Guitar player Sam Gunderson said he has 
not been surprised by Hicks’ success on the 
ТУ show, but its unclear what the бише 
holds for the group. 
“We'd be excited to play with Tay- 
lor at any time,” said Gunder- 
son. 


Chris Daughtry 
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isn't happy he's 
out, and it shows 


By Kathryn Fatima Reyes 


AMERICAN IDOE CHRIS DAUGH- 
try was not happy and it showed. 

Many others had been voted 
off before him, but he was the 
first to admit he was upset that he 
got the boot. 

“It was definitely a gut-wrenching 
moment,” Daughtry said of his elimi- 


Inthis interview made possible by 
StarWorld, Daughtry offered what 
he thought was the reason that he 
got the lowest number of votes on 
results night: “I think the people got 
complacent. they 
thought І was a shooin 
and that they didn't have to 
vote [anymore] " 

The 26-year-old rocker ^. 
from McLeansville, North 
Carolina, also disclosed that he had 
tried out for the reality-TV talent 
search “Rockstar” last year. Obvious- 
1y that hadn't gone too well. 1 didn't 
make it on that show because I was 
supposed to be on this one,” he said 
about making iton"AL" 

During the call conference with 
Journalists from around the world, 
some reporters hinted on rumors 
about Daughtry being offered to 
front a rock band. He refused to dis- 
cuss details, but one reporter asked, 
“Does the band's name start with ап 
F?” Daughtry said yes. 

‘The Associated Press reported the 
next day that the band was Fuel, 
whose hit song “Hemorrhage” 
Daughtry had sung early on in the 
show. 


How do you feel the morning af- 
ter? 

Ihave to say I'm bummed, but Im 
trying to see the bigger picture. 
"There [must be] bigger opportuni- 
ties out there and Im going to fish for 
everything. 


Is there a big one in particular be- 
ing dangled in front of you? 
There's a couple. 


What happens on the show after 
you leave the stage? Do you get 
time alone in case you want to 
ary or something? 

Yes, I got a few minutes to 

really just [let it sink]. І богі 
even think it has [already] 
Tm just going to make 
the best of it and use this 
as an opportunity to 
launch a career 


There has been a report 

that a band is going to 

make a major announce- 
ment and potentially offer you 

a role in their band. Do you know 
anything about that? Do you know 
what band it would be? 

Well Ive heard. But at this point, І 
just have to really take everything in 
to consideration and be very careful 
of what 1 choose to do because 1 
don't want to make a rash decision 
and regret і later. 


We all know you as the bald rock- 
ex Is this a fashion statement or 
are you just trying to prevent the 
recession issue from being ad- 
dressed? 

Its probably atte bit of both. 


Did you happen to talk to any of 


INQUIRER 
EXCLUSIVE dination that she was ex- 


the judges and get any kind of 
feedback or reaction from them 
afterwards? 

1 think everybody was pretty 
much speechless. Randy was pretty 
much saying, don’t worry about it, 
man; youre going to be fine. Paula 
was crying too much to say any- 
thing. Simon was pretty shocked. He 
said he didn't see it coming and that 
he wished me the best of luck. He 
said he totally believes in me. 


Katharine, she looked just as sur- 
prised as you when the results 
"were announced. Did you talk af- 
terthe show? 

No, we didnt. І don't really 
know what was going 
through her mind. І 
think she... T had the in- 


pecting herself to go. 
And so she was 
shocked, I was shocked 

and Ithink America was shocked. 


‘Ace Young had mentioned that 
you guys became very close doing 
"Idol." Do you feel the same? Did 
you talk to him after the show? 

Absolutely. We became like broth- 
er... and probably always will be. 
He called me lastnight. 


То you guys go online and read 
your own press? 

‘We try not to... but I do hear it 
from other people. 


Who did you expect to go home 
last night? 
You know what? I won'tsay that. 


What was your wife's reaction? 

Т was really expecting her to be 
ош of control and І was going to 
have to console her. But І think it 
happened the other way around. 
She told me how proud she was of 
me, and that things happen for a 
reason and we just have to hang оп 
and see what that is. 


(American Idol” айз on Star 
World Wednesdays and Thursdays.at 
5 рл. direct satellite, 8 рт. prime- 
time and 11:30 pm. replay) 


‘VIEWERS WHO BEWAIL THE INANI- 
ties that run rampant on many reality or 
"reality-challenge" TV shows can find 
relief and respite on Sundays in the new 
program on Star World, "The Scholar." 

As the title suggests, the search this 
time is not for the best new starlet magi- 
cian, DJ, rock band soloist, hip-hop 
dancer, inventor, chef, action hero, co- 
median or fortune teller, but for the 
brightest and most well-rounded high 
school graduate in the United States. 

Brains are finally getting their share 
of attention on television —What ап 
unexpected but most welcome sur- 
prise} 

We trust that viewers who love to 
complain that TV has become a medi- 
um for, and by, idiots will go out of 
their way to patronize this new reality 
show. 

If it becomes a sleeper hit, other 
producers might realize that tele- 
viewers aren't as stupid as they think, 
and come up with other shows that 
don’t insult our intelligence, but pay 


Reality challenge for thinking viewers 


tribute to it. 

The 10 contestants in "The Scholar” ^ 
have been handpicked by a team of ed- 
ucators and are certified to be among 
the best young minds in the United 
States. 


On the show's first telecast last May 


7, they were put through three tests to 
determine 
strengths. 

Right off the bat, the educators be- 
hind the search stated that they 
weren't looking for genuises, nerds and 
brainiacs, but for well-rounded schol- 
ars whose strengths included creativi- 
% 
ethics, leadership, social awareness, 
determination, resourcefulness, char- 
acter, and a willingness to take risks. 

—Аз we told our resident teenager 
at home, thats a pretty handy list of 
abilities that all young people who 
want to do well in life would do well to 
develop in themselvesl 

The contestant who did best in each 
week's three tests or tasks would win a 


their comparative 


intellectual depth, generosity, 


prize and advance to the next round. 
And, the big winner at the end of the 
challenge would romp off with a four- 
year scholarship worth $250,000 to 
thecollege of his or her choice. 

То а high school graduate who can't 
afford to go to college, that's a huge bo- 
nanza. So, all 10 handpicked contes- 
tants did their very best to stand out in 
the shows premiere telecast, with 
three of them—Davis, Melissa and 
Jeremy—succeeding. 

Аг the end of the telecast, Melissa 
came through best of all. This was a big 
surprise because, in earlier scenes, she 
had come across as the least self-confi- 
dent teen in the whole bunch. 

Happily, she had triumphed over her 


poor self-image and proved to every- 
опе, best ofall to herself, that she could 


bea winner. 


Success stories like that make "The 
Scholar" an instructive and inspiring 
viewing treat, so we hope that many 
young people get to watch the show. 

We don't know if Melissa will keep 
on winning, but her early triumph 
should inspire other young people to 
similarly go beyond the limits they've 
timidly set for themselves. 

Genuine scholars rock! 


“Captain Tsubasa” 

STARTING May 15, Animax screens 
“Captain Tsubasa: Road to Dream,” M- 
Pat 5:30 p.m. Tsubasa's desire to be- 
come a world-class footballer takes 
him to Spain, where he signs up with 
Catalan giants FC Catalunya. He and 
his friends Nyuga and Wakabayashi, 
have to face the challenges in some of 
Europe's toughest leagues, because 
they hope to lead Japan to glory in the. 
next International Cupl 


ings 


Backroom artists 

RUFA Mae Quinto guests in the Back- 
room summer musical caravan, holds her 
first major concert on May 27 at Aliw The- 
ater, and acts regularly on ТУ in "Hocus 
Pocus” and "Bubble Gang.” 

Dominic Ochoa and Ai Ai delas 
Alas play important roles in the new 
Channel 2 soap, “Bituing Walang 
Ningning,” starting May 15. 

And Ariel Rivera and Dawn Zulueta 
starin “Duyan” on “Мон and Forever” 


Christian audiobooks 
CHRISTIAN literature has moved in- 
to the audiobook industry. The Church 
Strengthening Ministry brings to the 
Philippines popular audiobook titles 
from Henry Blackaby, Rick Warren, 
Ken Blanchard, Zig Ziglar, Max Luca- 
do and Elizabeth George. Initial offer- 
include “Experiencing God," 
“Lead like Jesus,” "A Woman After 
God's Own Heart," "A Man of Faith," 
"Leadership by Example" and "When 
Christ Comes.” Call 512-1501 to 04. 
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*We try to teach a couple of mathematical theories in every 
episode... bring some new thinking about math, some new 
thinking about logic. We're lucky that viewers seem to dig it’ 


Still crime and math 
in ‘Numb3rs’ season 2 


By Joyce C. Abafio 


FTER A LAUDED FIRST SEASON, 
"Numb3rs," the series that blends the 
esoteric world of high-level mathe- 

matics with the more pragmatic world of 

crime and punishment, is back. 

Season 2 starts tonight on АХМ. 

“After 13 episodes last season and seven 
into this season, we've had some 
evidence that viewers are still very 
much into the show,” said Cheryl 


INQUIRER 


is also something that has been added for 
spice. “We try to teach a couple of mathemati- 
cal theories in every episode... Bring some new 
thinking about math, some new thinking 
about logic.” 
According to the couple, who have several 
scripts under development at major studios, 
“Numb3rs” is their first television series. 
‘They are happy to note that viewers “dig” 
it 
Heuton sai 
gram going on now, sponsored by 


“We have a pro- 


Heuton, the series’ co-creator along EXCLUSIVE Texas Instruments and the National 


with husband Nick Falacei. Both 
are accomplished screenwrjters. 

Sibling filmmakers Tony and Ridley Scott 
are the producers. 

Mathematical curiosity.gives “Numb3rs” a 
unique edge over other procedural crime dra- 
mas on television these days. 

The show features David Krumholtz as 
Charlie Eppes, a math genius enlisted by his 
FBI agent brother Don, played by Rob Mor- 
row, to help the bureau solve 
a wide range of challenging 
Crimes in Los Angeles. 

According to Heuton, do- 
ing the series proved to be 
easier than they thought. 

“We anticipated going 
through the process and that 
it was going to be quite diffi- 
cult,” she said during a 
phone-patch interview. 
“Much to our amazement, 
when we started to pitch it at 
CBS, the executives readily 
embraced it. They bought 
the pitch less than halfway 
through the presentation. 
CBS head Nina Tasler has re- 
al steel for math and science 
and made everything easy" 

Given all the procedural 
crime drama series іп the 
"CSI" mold, TV writers and 
producers have found it in- 
creasingly difficult to make 
an impression on jaded 
Viewers. 

Falacci said: "We started 
with the idea of wanting to 
do a show about a mathe- 
matician... but putting it into 
a crime procedural was kind 
of something we had to do 
because the market right 
now in US television is more 
open to crime shows. We felt 
that a mathematician is an 
unusual topic... the concept 
of math being used to solve 
crimes is a fresh angle." 

The more they talked to 
mathematicians, he added, 
the more they found how often mathemati- 
cians have been consulted on criminal cases. 

"They are also particularly consulted in sta- 
tistical analysis, graphical analysis, photo en- 
hancements,” Falacci said. Math is the lan- 
guage of science, he said, and integrating it in- 
to every script proved quite intricate but fasci- 
nating. 

"Once we found out just how many differ- 
ent areas and many disciplines of mathemat- 
ics there are that can be applied to so many 
different situations like game theory and so- 
cial analysis and the various different algo- 
rithms and all these different things, it just 
opened the doors for us to lots of different sto- 
ries and actually its gotten easier,” Falacci 
added. 

Heuton said educating viewers about math 


NICK Falacci and Cheryl Heuton 


DAVID Krumholtz 


Council of Teachers of Mathemat- 
ics, which, in the US, is the largest 
group of middle school and high school math 
teachers, They are working together to create 
math materials that teachers worldwide can 
download from the Internet and use in the 
classroom. These materials are based on each 
episode. They teach a simplified version of the 
math problem presented in the show. So far I 
think about 25,000 teachers have signed up 
for that.” 

Heuton, who studied lit- 
erature at the University of 
California, San Diego, began 
her career as a newspaper 
writer for the Herald Exam- 
iner and proceeded to serve 
as executive editor at Media 
Week forsthree years. She 
said most of the stories оп 
the show are based on real- 
life cases. 

"These are stories we 
ther know about or m 
searched, or those that our 
FBI consultants һауе 
brought up. Other times 
welll deal with a case that 
could easily have happened 
but we may not have an ac- 
tual case that's exactly like 
it," she said. 

The couple said they are 
very happy about the casting 
of the show, as well as with 
their math consultants, es- 
pecially Dr. Gary Lorden, Cal 
Tech executive officer for the 
mathematics department. 

“Ме were present at all 
the auditions,” Heuton said. 
“We were particularly lucky 
that we got actors quite suit- 
ed to the roles. I can’t imag- 
ine anyone else playing 
Charlie than David 
Krumholtz. We auditioned 
about a hundred actors for 
that role. He was the guy 
who could do it head and 
shoulders above everyone 
else. And Rob is perfect. You 
know, Rob plays an FBI agent so beautifully 
and Charlie's brother beautifully. Judd, of 
course, almost looks as if he could really be 
their father and he's a wonderful actor. And 
Peter McNichols—we are so honored to work 
with such a fantastic actor іл the character of 
Larry The casting is superb. We really just got 
lucky there.” 

Heuton divulged that McNichols character 
will be playing a bigger role in the current sea- 
son. 

"The response to Peter McNichol's character 
was huge,” Falacci explained. “So he's been in- 
tegrated more and more into the show.” 

But Heuton conceded that thinking up 
more stories to impress critical viewers had 
been a challenge. "As we got into the second 
season we really found we're getting more 
ideas and more character stuff. As you go for- 
ward with the characrers, they develop and 
deepen and people are more interested in 
their lives and you сап explain more of it.” 

According to the couple, “Numb3rs,” which 
is ser around Cal Tech in Los Angeles, showed 
it was getting through to the viewers when 
they heard the news that colleges and univer- 
sities were starting to get more students in 
their math departments. 

“We heard from college teachers that kids 
are coming to them now in bigger numbers, 
wanting to enroll in math more,” Heuton said. 
"We know that at Cal Tech, the incoming 
freshmen who have to indicate what fields 
they are interested in, are now saying they 
want to focus on math.” 

Math is a logic-based language that is spoken 
alloverthe world, and Heuton and Falacci want 
more and more people to make use of it. 

They are thinking of creating another se- 
ries, but more with a drama-comedy twist. 
"We do like comedy,” Heuton said. "We like fit- 
ting some lightness into 'Numb3rs, and I think 
there's a chance we might create a comedy 
show.” 
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er: The Songs of Veh 


FROM THE TIME THE PROJECT WAS 
conceived, he has insisted on only one. 
thing: he didn't want a tribute. What 
he wanted was a concert that would 
highlight his songs, not himself. 

“Kasi kapag binigyan ka ng trib- 
ше, parang mamamatay ka na eh," 
says Vehnee Saturno. 

The composer of numerous hits 
turned 52 last April. He is certainly a 
long way from kicking the bucket. 

Among his famous songs are Mar- 
tin Nievera's "Be My Lady,” Sarah 
Geronimo's “Forever's Not Enough,” 
Ella May Saisons “Till My 
Heartaches End," Jessa Zaragosa's 
“Bakit Pa” and Rachelle Ann Go's 
“From The Start. 

Vehnee recently marked his 
25th year in the business. 

This sparked the idea for a 
concert that will showcase 
his memorable songs. 

A production of 
Cast&Crew, "Silver" goes 
onstage on May 26 at the 
Araneta Coliseum. Main per- 
formers аге Jay-R, Rachelle 
Ann Go, Mark Bautista and Ju 
ris Fernandez and Chin Alcantara 
of MYMP 

Call 911-5555. 


Lani at Ayala Malls 
Lani Misalucha 
stars in a a much- 
awaited “come- 
back” concert se- 
ries at the Ayala 
Malls this month. 
Concert dates 
are May 19, 5 p.m. 
at the Ayala Cen- 
ter Cebu, May 20, 
6 p.m., Alabang 
Town Center, 
and May 21, 6 
p.m., Glorietta. 


Village People 
& Sister Sledge 

Its retro time onc 
again as the Village P 
ple and Sister Sleds 
team up for a Manila 
night of non-stop disco da 
ing and nostalgia on Jul 


AYALA CENTER. 


At the Activity Center 
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Araneta 

Coliseum. 

With their catchy anthems—"YM- 
СА” "Macho Man,” “їп The 
Navy"—and flamboyant outfits, Тһе 
Village People became a pop icon of 
the disco era from the late 7705 to 
the mid-'805. 

“We were always very positive 
about our energy and what we did," 
said Randy Jones, the group's cow- 
boy. "We never sang about broken 
hearts, lost love or shattered 
dreams." 

Sister Sledge churned out such 
hits as “We Are Family,” "He's The 

Greatest Dancer,” “Lost in Music,” 
“Pretty Baby,” “Mama Never Told 


VEHNEE Saturno 


MARKET 


Me,” “Frankie” and versions of “Le 
Freak," “Everybody Dance” and 
“Good Times." 

The group consists of sisters De- 
bra, Joan, Kim and Kathy Sledge. 

For tickets for “Retro Mania,” call 
ALV Events International, 633-9825 
1027. 


Today 

Fra Lippo Lippi live іп Cebu at 
the Waterfront Gebu City Hotel: 8 
p.m. Tickets to the concert may only 
be acquired by purchasing a special 
My Shaldan promo pack available in 
Netopia Internet Café, Dunkin 
Donuts outlets in Cebu and the Wa- 
terfront Hote! lobby. 


Tomorrow 


K and The Boxers at Zirkoh 
Greenhills 


May 17 

MTV Live Sessions at Café Lupe. 
featuring Rivermaya 

K and The Boxers at Klownz 
Araneta 

Sitti at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt3 


May 18 
The CompanY at Hard Rock 
Café 


May 19 

Barbie Almalbis at the 
Araneta Coliseum with 
guests Kitchie Nadal, 
Rocksteddy, Ney of 6Cy- 
clemind and Hannah Ro- 
mawac of Session Road, 
8pm. 

Troy Montero 
Ratsky Malate 

K and The Boxers at 
Ratsky Tomas Morato 

Dave at Suburbia 


May 20 
Winston In Concert fea- 
turing Parokya ni Edgar and 
Tarcisius at Cocomangas Oys- 
ter Bar in Boracay 

Kim Flores at the La Salle 

Gym in Bacolod 
K and The Boxers 
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Asia's Nightingale. 
LANI MISALUCHA іп a Special Concert. 
May 21, 2006 


JAMMIN with DISNEY Fashion Show 


May 13 & 14, 2006 
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Ayala MUSEUM, 


RESERVE YOUR SEAT BY TEXTING GB3 TO 2333 (Globe) or 211 (Smart) 


Or log on to www. sureseats.com for web reservation 


For screening scHedule, pls. call 729-7777 


Kulokabildo.com Media Forum 
May 15, 2006 


Tribute to Moms 
May 15. 2006 


Dinner Theater presents. 


"LOVE YOU, YOU'RE PERI 
A Repertory Philippi 
May 9 & 16, 2006 


FECT, NOW CHANGE" 
ines Production. 


'8 pm / Greenbelt 2 


Repertory Philippines presents REPORTORY SUMMER CLASSESat 


REP's Globe Theater - May 2 
For inquiries, pls. 


0, 22, 23, 25, 26 , 27 & 29 
call 887-0710 


Registration is now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 


Summer Art Fest 
For inquiries, please call 75 


(2 
celebrates ISNEV 


ма! Workshop 2006 


1117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 
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BARBIE Almalbis 
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LANI Misalucha 


Ratsky Malate 

Family Fun Game Show with Ru- 
by Rodriguez at Metropolis Star 
Alabang; 4 p.m. 


May 21 

Ara Mina at Ratsky Morato 

Join the Club at Robinson's 
Place Dasmariñas 


May 22 
Blue Jean Junkie at Tavern on 
the Square, Greenbelt 3 


May23 
K and The Boxers at Zirkoh 
Greenhills 


May24 

Mossimo Bikini Summit Grand 
Prix аг the NBC Tent 

K and The Boxers at Klownz 
Araneta 

Sitti at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt 3 


May 26 

Silver: The Songs of Vehnee Sat- 
urno at the Araneta Coliseum with 
Jay-R, Rachelle Ann Go, Mark 
Bautista, Juris Fernandez and 
guests Ella Mae Saison, The Com- 
panY and Martin Nievera 

K and The Boxers at Ratsky 
‘Tomas Morato 

Hotdog with Dimsum at Subur- 
bia Malate 


May 27 

Erik Mana in a live magic show at 
the Music Museum; 8 p.m. 

Rufa Mae Quinto in her first ma- 
jor concert at the Aliw Theater 

The CompanY at Hyatt Regency 
Manila's Calesa Bar 

Side A at Metropolis Star Ala- 
bang 

Ara Mina at Ratsky Malate 

Join the Club at Robinson's 
Metro East 

K and The Boxers at Ratsky 
Malate 

Christian Bautista and Jennylyn 
Mercado at Starmall Edsa, 3 p.m. 


May30 
K and The Boxers at Zirkoh 


MTV Live Sessions at Cafe Lupe featur- 
ing Pupil 


June 23 


МТУ Live Sessions at Café Lupe featur- 
ing True Faith 


| June30 


FRA Lippo Lippi 


Greenhills 


May3l 
Kand The Boxers at Klownz Araneta 
Sitti at Tavern on the Square, Greenbelt 
3 


June3 
The Four Aces in concert at the Araneta 
Coliseum 


June9 


SILENT HILL 


МТУ Live Sessions at Café Lupe featur- 
ing Orange and Lemons 
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APRIL 16 to MAY 16 


ANY MOVIE 
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Be pampered by the airline that has won the Skytrax Economy Class Oriboard Service Excellence award in 2006. For more information, 
please call (632) 5259404-08 (Manila), (63-32) 2320905/2336817 (Cebu), your travel agent or log on to www.malaysiaairlines.com 


Destinations 


Return fares 
from Manila 8 Cebu” 


Australia & New Zealand 


Destinations 


India ||, 


: Return fares 
Н from Manila & Cebu 


Destinations 


Europe 


Return fares 
from Manila & Cebu 


Adelaide 
Auckland 
Brisbane 


—Ó 


Melbourne 
Perth 


Syd пеу 


Japan 


USD440 
USD550* 
050440 
050440 
050410 
USD440. 


Fukuoka 
Nagoya 
Osaka 


TERMS в CONDITIONS: Reservations: Ман and open dated tekst not permitted. Travel paid: E 
kots issued are not refundable. Rerouting: Not permed. Othar charges: The promotional lares are not lacie of fue surcharge, Insurance 8 airport tax an 
‘The promotional faxes to those destinations are vol only for the following fights: Johannesburg & Cape Town MI2O3AMH704. London - MHODI/MHOOD, 


» 


USD550 
050550 
(50550 
050550 


Bangalore 
Chennai 
Delhi 
Hyderabad 
Mumbai 


China , 


USD450 
USD450 
USD450 

"'uspaso 
050450 


Frankfurt 
London* 
Paris 
Rome 
Stockholm 
Zurich 


Beijing 
Chengdu 
Guangzhou 
Kunming 
Shanghai 


p— 


» 


South Africa 


USD670 
USD670 
USD670 
USD670 
USD670 
USD670 


Cape Town* 
Johannesburg* 


America 


USD600 
USD600 


Los Angeles 
New York 


USD610 
USD630 


mala. 


jala 


Going beyond expectations 


effective immediately unti 31 July 2006 except for Europe elective until 30 June 2006. Travel to be completed by 31 July 2006. Fare: Adult only. Chik pays adult fare: Rafuna £ 
d other aplicable charges. Other terms and conditions apply. Black out period: 26 May to 11 June 2006 except for ара. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


`” ENTERTAINMENT 


“ ROUNDUP .. [EET 
P5.2M up for grabs 


THE PHILIPPINE Amusement and Gaming Corp. invites all bingo enthusi- 
asts to join this year's Charity Bingo Fiesta and get the chance to win more 
than P5.2 million worth of cash prizes. 

The event is set on May 21, 3 to 7 p.m., at the World Trade Center in 
Manila. 

There will be two P1-million jackpots and thousands in consolation 
prizes. 

Seasoned host Pepe Pimentel is the bingo master. 

Call 523-3127 or 523-8691. 
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THE ONE-hour special “TARANTULA, Australia's King of Spiders" 
premieres May 28, 9 p.m., and encores May 29, ІІ p.m. 
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Jobs for Life’ 

RADIO station DZMM's recent "Jobs for Life" fair 
atthe Araneta Coliseum drew support from show 
biz celebs as well as stars of loca politics. Photo 
shows (from Left) DZMM anchors Jobert Su- 
caldito and Amy Perez and broadcaster Karen 
Davila with Sen. Manny Vilar at the ai. 


MTV-Pari pact 
THE PHILIPPINE Association of Record Indus- 
tries and MTV Philippines have signed the part- 
nership contract to present the 19th Awit Awards. 
The awarding rites are set on June 15 at the Casi- 
no Filipino theater іп Parafiaque City. 

Pari earlier announced the winners in the nine 
categories 

Best Vocal Arrangement, Mon David, for Atin 
Ku Pung Singsing"; Best Musical Arrangement, 
Gerard Salonga, “Ырай Ng Pangarap"; Best Engi- 
neered Recording, Angee Rosul, "Super Proxy”; 

bum Package, Bru and Marco Cabazal, 


Best Regional Recoding, "Hubag": Best Christ- 
mas Recording, “Isang Taong Lumipas": Best 
Novelty, "Ragarabo"; Best Dance, “Stay Real"; 
Best Inspirational/Religious, “Pieta (Oyayi sa 
Paanan ni Hesus)." 


X-MEN Jean Grey and Wolverine 
X-Men at Robinsons 


ROBINSONS Galleria and Robinsons Place Mani- 
a will be home to the well-loved mutants of X- 
Men, as Robinsons Malls and 20th Century Fox 
prepare the ground for the the motion picture's fi- 
nal chapter, "X-Men: The Last Stand." 

Shoppers can look forward to special events 
before the movie's advance screening on May 23 
at Galleria. 

Wave 89.1 conducts a Drive-By Stick-on event 
at the upper deck parking driveway on May 19, 3 
10 7 p.m. Advance screening tickets are up for 
grabs, 

On the same day, shoppers can join Danger 
Zone, 4 p.m.at the Fountain Area. Participants. 
should accomplish a series of challenges to win 
special gift packs, Call 683-6137 or 683-6100 lo- 
cals 780 or 782. 
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Black Bear grows ир 

Bred in captivity by unscrupulous 
backyard wildlife dealers, Char- 
lie, a three-week old black bear, 
was rescued from an Internet 


auction by Peggy Callahan, di- Д», 


rector of Minnesota's 


Wildlife Science Center. Nx. Kip Т 


The Animal Planet pre- `% 


miere special “Growing Up}. FIT 


Black Bear" reveals the іп- 
timate story of Charlie's 
first six months, as he grows from a 
cuddly ball of fluff into an unpre- 
dictable adolescent. 

А one-hour' special, the docu- 
mentary premieres on May 23 at 8 
pam. and encores May 30 at 2 p.m. 


185 million sub- 

scribers—human 
Animal Planet reaches 185 mil- 
lion subscribers in 160 countries 
‘outside of the United States with 
programming customized in 24 
E languages. A joint ven- 
ture between Discovery 
Communications and BBC 
World, It is the only televi- 
sion network on the planet 
dedicated to people's fasci- 
nation with animals. И was 
launched in Asia їп 1998. In Asia, it 
is distributed in Taiwan, Thailand, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, Singapore, In- 

donesia and Vietnam. 


A 
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"Five Owl Farm" 

For three generations, Church 
Farm has been home to the Ritchie 
family—traditional farmers who 
are now somewhat of an endan- 
gered species. Nestled in the Vale of 
York, northem England, Church 
Farm and its surrounding land- 
scape has witnessed great change. 
But the family has stuck to farming 
methods created by their ancestors. 
“Five Owl Farm" premieres May 18 
at 10 p.m. and encores May 25 at 4 
pm 


How Nikki ... 


with work and school. І don't think I can as- 
sume the responsibilities of a girlfriend as of 
now? 

‘The girl's an incoming college junior, tak- 
ing up English Literature at the Ateneo. She 
also recently signed up with Star Magic, ABS- 
СВМ talent center. 

There are persistent rumors pointing to 
"Rounin" co-star and fellow Мух veejay Geoff 
Eigenmann as her latest suitor. 

"Its best to ask him,” she tells Inquirer En- 
tertainment, “As far as Im concerned, we're 
good friends. Ive known him since high 
school. I'm very comfortable working and 
hanging out with him." 

Geoff was two years ahead of Nikki at the. 
Shekinah Christian Training Center in 
Parahaque, where she graduated class vale- 
dictorian. 

“Even after making a name for himself in 
show biz, he has remained the same Geoff 1 
know and our teachers can attest to that,” 
Nikki says. “He's a gentleman." 
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FROM “Black Bear Grows Up. 


From page А2-1 


Tve known 
Geoff 
Eigenmann 
since high 
school. We 
like to 
hang out 
together 
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са H'wood's best ... 


From page А2-1 


POWERPLANT 


teur who isa journalist. 

“They're the guys who want to get five or 
100r 12 of everything but they do see people" 
and know the "track records" of the stars, he 
said. 

“Its looking at the spirit of the way they 
sign,” Cyrkin said. “5 how they treat their 
fans." 

Here is the list of 10 best and 10 worst Hol- 
lywood autograph signers for 2006, accord- 
ing to the magazine: 

Best: 1) Johnny Depp, 2) George Clooney, 
3) Matt Damon, 4) Al Pacino, 5) Tom Cruise, 
" 6) Angelina Jolie, 7) Elijah Wood, 8) Brittany 
Murphy, 9) Jack Nicholson, 10) Clint East- 
wood. 

Worst: 1) Cameron Diaz, 2) Bruce Willis, 3) 
Demi Moore, 4) Tobey Maguire, 5) Alan Alda, 


MISSION. 
IMPOSSIBLE 3 
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6) Halle Berry, 7) Winona Ryder, 8) Teri 
Hatcher, 9) Joaquin Phoenix, 10) Russell 
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EEDBACK 


Explain, 
please 

From Ruben 
Macasinag (арріе- 
green100256@ya- 
hoo.com) Western 
Mindanao State 
University, Zam- 
boanga City: 

Most “Pinoy Big 
Brother” viewers 
here in Zamboanga 
City were shocked 
when Nifia was 
ousted despite hav- 
ing gotten the high- 
est percentage of 
viewers votes. 

"We smell some- 
thing fishy. Either 
the result was ma- 
nipulated, or there 
were lapses during 
the counting of 
Votes. Viewers exert 
effort and spend 
time and money to 
participate in the 
show, so the man- 
agement of ABS- 
CBN owes us an ex- 
planation. 


Not 


Groban's 

From Alpha 
Donna Susbilla 
(adss 1011@ya- 
hoo.com) Mey- 
cauyan, Bulacan: 

Nini Valera men- 
tioned'in her article 
that Harry Santos 
sang "Fly Me Up" by 
Josh Groban. І 
watched the "Pinoy 
Pop Superstar" 
grand finals and 
Harry Santos sang 
“То Where You Are" 
by Josh Groban. As 
a Josh Groban fan, 
neither have I en- 
countered any song 
of such title in any 
of his albums. 
Thanks and more 
power. 


Why, oh 
why? 

From Ricci San- 
tiago — (signorel- 
li@coolcare.com) 
Dammam, KSA: 


Filipinos would 
love "Da Vinci 
Code" because it is 
a great movie. Why 
do we even think of 
banning such a 
movie whose sole 
purpose із to enter- 
tain? 

If religion is the 
main reason, the 
church would be 
blamed more if they 
ban it—just like 
what happened in 
the case of "The 
Last Temptation of 
Christ" and "The 
Priest." 

I believe movies 
like these spur more 
imagination and 
encourage Filipinos 
to search for the 
truth, not just ac- 
cept the way things 
are today. 

C'mon, we have a 
daily dose of bad 
programs on televi- 
sion everyday, like 
entertainment. talk 
shows and the 6 
o'clock news. 


Hove ‘idol’ 

From Georgean- 
na Meyer 
(georgiegirl1941 
@yahoo.com) 296 
Royal Palm Way, 
USA: 

Tjust love "Ameri- 
can Idol.” I have a 
planned vacation 
coming up and I do 
not want to miss the 
last show, so what- 
ever it takes, 1 will 
work my vacation 
around the show. 
What is the date for 
the final show of 
the season? 
Thanks. 


(The final show is 
on May 24in the US, 
which is May 25 in 
the Philippines.) 
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LIVE IN CONCERT 


MAY 20, 2006 
SATURDAY 


SM MEGAMALL 


CINEMA 9 


Tickets at (P180, P280, P380) 
‘Tickets available at TICKETWORLD 891-5610/ 891-9999 
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"Maging Akin Akin 1 Muli 


Starring 


Marvin Agustin, Noe! Trinidad and sandy Andolong 
Watch this SM Cinema Exclusive Sneak Preview 
on digital at regular ticket prices from 
"May. 12 to 16 in the newly-opened SM Cinema Clark 


MAGING AKIN MULI 


GALLERIA 


1 POSEIDON - THX 
4240 300 520 740 1000 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmoviewarld.com 
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ENTERTAINMENT .. 


DIRECTOR JOYCE BERNAL, WHO HAS HER 
‘own screen monicker (with a Bb. before her 
name) says she has to "fall in love” with her 
movies leading men in order to doa good job. 


BRUCE САВУ 


MAG ЛХ 


Direk's desire 
Actually, the saucy Tagalog word she used 
could be loosely translated to "desire" or “cov- 
et.” Her “passion” for Piolo Pascual produced 
the box-office winner “Don't Give Up On Us.” 
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Unfortunately for Luis Manzano, star of the 
Binibini's latest flick, “All About Love,” she has 
"zero malice” for him. Could it be Ate Vi? 


New jokes from our Inbox 

Supposed Top 8 quotes from Melanie 
Marquez: 

1) couldn't carea damn! 

2) What's your next class before this? 

3) Can you repeat that for the second 
time once more, from the top? 

4) Hello? My brother Joey is out of 
town... would you like to wait? 

5) Don't touch me not! 

6) Hello? For a while... please hang 
yourself. 

7) Youl You're not a boy anymore. You 
areaman anymore. 

8) Come, let's join us. 


Rating 'Da Vinci" 

According to Columbia Pictures, “The Da 
Vinci Code” was classified “Appropriate for 
Children” in certain countries that have 
large Roman Catholic popula- 
tions--Poland (89.8 percent), France (88 
percent), Belgium (75 percent) and Slo- 
vakia (68.9 percent). How about the 
Philippines? 


“Rounin in the 
running 

The new ABS- 
CBN fantaserye 
"Rounin" requires 
several teen stars to. 
undergo extensive 
martial arts train- 
ing, among them 
Joross Gamboa, Ge- 
off Eigenmann, An- 
gelica Panganiban 
and Nikki Gil 

Nikki took arnis 
lessons in ргерага- 
tion for her role as 
Lial, a “goody- 
goody ^ goddess" 
with “electrifying” 
powers. We can't 
wait! 


GWEN Garci 
Second choice 

Speaking of Nikki. Did you know that she. 
was the second choice in the soft drink 
commercial that had made her famous? 
The other girl shall remain nameless. 


Horsing around 

Anne Curtis makes a beautiful kutsero in 
her new movie “АП About Love." She took. 
"calesa-driving" lessons at the Quezon City 
Memorial Circle with a horse named 
"Lucky" after her leading man Luis Man- 
zano. 


How-to video 
Believe it or not, the press release starts 
this way: "Give your man a knockout per- 
formance! Sway, slide and seduce with 
"Striptease." 
FF Іп the next para- 
i, graph: “Let Gwen 
(Gari) be your 
guide while slowly 
mastering the art of 
undress.” 

This is about a 
how-to video that 
also features Gwen's 
fellow Hot Babes 
Myles Hernandez 
and Zarra Lopez. 

Whew. 


Her very own 

Mariel Rodriguez 
оп stepping into the 
shoes of Toni Gonza- 
ga as host of “Pinoy Big Brother Primetime 
Edition": "My manager Tito Boy [Abunda] 
told me to attack it my way, not Toni's 
way" 

‘And Bianca Gonzalez on being the “PBB” 
Updates and Uplate girl: "Hopefully, with 
my insights [as a former housemate], І сап. 
help viewers relate to the present [teen] 
group." Viewers do need such an interven- 
tion with the current batch. 


MARIEL Rodriguez. 


Spicy vegan 

Covered in red hor chillies, Filipino su- 
permodel Isabel Roces appears in a brand- 
new ad for People for the Ethical Treatment. 
of Animals, shot in Thailand by ace fotog 
Amat Nimitpark. Isabel's message: "Spare 
the animals, clear your conscience. Go veg- 
etarian." 
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FW remittances hit 8-year high 


March record brings 1st quarter inflows to $2.8B 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


DOLLARS AND OTHER FOREIGN CURRENCIES SENT BY 
overseas Filipino workers through the banking system 
surged to an eight-year high of $1.03 billion in March, 
15.6 percent better than the inflows a year ago, the 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas said. 


The sustained double-digit growth 
brought the total OFW remittances for the 
first quarter to $2.8 billion, or 14.6 percent 
higher than in the same period last year. 
BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jt. 
said the OFW inflows in March marked 


the highest level seen since the $1.07 
billion in remittances in January 1998. 
Тһе Asian currency turmoil in 1997, 
despite the drag on debt-ridden corpora- 
tions, actually favored many OFW-assist- 
ей households аз the sharp peso devalua- 


Чоп allowed them to generate more pe- 
sos out of the dollars sent from abroad. 

The inflows for March alone stood 
19.2 percent better than the $865.79 mil- 
lion in remittances recorded in February. 

Tetangco attributed the higher level 
of OFW inflows to the growing number 
of workers deployed abroad as well as 
enhanced banking services by commer- 
cial banks. 

Based on recent government surveys, 
the amount of OFW remittances slip- 
ping past formal banking channels has 
gone down due to efforts of Philippine. 
banks to capture more cash transfer 


business. The so-called leakage refers 
to funds sent through unlicensed or un- 
regulated operations such as friends, 
acquaintances or other travelers. 
"Commercial banks, through the in- 
troduction of enhanced modes of remit 
tance transfers such as Internet and on- 
line banking, promotional campaigns 
such аз giveaways and better rates, es- 
tablishment of additional remittance 
centers in host countries and strength- 
ened tie-ups with foreign money trans- 
fer agents, were able to provide bank- 
ing services to a wider number of over- 
OFW/BI3 
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Bill seeks to grant tax perks only to exporters “Чико 


By Michelle V. Remo government's anemic revenues 
and trim down the budget deficit, 
the Department of Finance said it 
would throw its support for the 
bill's immediate passage into law. 
The Senate committee on ways 
and means, headed by Sen. Ralph 
Recto, informed the DOF of its pro- 
posed bill after a DOF.commissioned 
study showed that 83 percent of the 
tax- and duty-free privileges granted 


by the Board of Investments to regis- 
tered firms were redundant. 
“Redundant” means that even 
without the fiscal incentives, the 
businesses, many of which are 
foreign-based, would still have 
invested in the country anyway. 
Estimates by the DOF showed 
that the government lost P282.8 
billion in potential revenues in 
2004 due to the granting of fiscal 


incentives. The amount was 151 
percent of the national govern- 
ment's budget deficit for that year. 
“Granting incentives only to 
exporters and requiring all others 
to рау taxes would simplify 
things and improve revenues," 
said Finance Undersecretary Gil 
Beltran. He added that business- 
es were enticed to invest in a 
BILYBI3 
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INA BID TO DRASTICALLY CUT 
foregone revenues for the gov- 
ernment, the Senate is set to pre- 
pare a bill that will remove all fis- 
cal incentives granted to bus 
nesses, except those enjoyed by 
exporters. 

And believing the proposed bill 
was a prudent way to shore up the 


(See stock market report on Page B6) 
Profit-taking seen to continue 


POSITIVE ECONOMIC OUTLOOK AND FA- 
vvorable first-quarter income reports may con- 
tinue to boost investor interest in stocks in 
the long term. 

PROFITTAKING/ B3 
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Shoot like you've never shot before. 


Introducing the world's first ў 
and only digital.SLR with 
Live View LCD. 


-]— The Olympus E-330 has made the dream a reality: a 
DSLR that offers live viewing through the color LCD. 
While other, DSLRs also have LCD panels, only the 
E-330 lets yothuse the screen as a “viewfinder” — so you 


can compose and capture the perfect shot with ease. 


MULTI-ANGLE HYPERCRYSTAL 2.5" LCD. 
The moveable LCD panel lets you shoot over a crowd 
or dip dowh low for dramatic shots. 


DUST REDUCTION SYSTEM. 
E330' Super Sonic Wave filter removes ‘dust’ on the image 
sor for cleaner images. 


ZUIKO DIGITAL SPECIFIC ZUIKO LENSES 
Bar” Specially made for DSLRs to accurately capture realistic 


images, this premium lens line is compatible with the entire 


Olympus E Series. 


4/3 SYSTEM. 
The new standard in DSLR technology revolutionizes image 
quality and system compactness. 


OLYMPUS 


7.5 MEGAPIXEL + 29 SHOOTING MODES + DIGITAL IMAGE STABILIZATION MODE . TRUEPIC TURBO IMAGE PROCESSOR . DUAL MEDIA SUPPORT 


Because you deserve more for your US Dollars... 


Amount of Placement 
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50,000 and above 


180 Days" 
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475% 
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ALSO AVALABLE: MEDICAL BED SORE PATCHES 


(22 FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 


Unit A-115 Hillcrest Cond., 1616 E. Rodriguez. 
Tola.: 722-1031 & 726-8607 Fax 
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Cell. Ño.: (0917) 835-1945 E-mail 
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IN THE MATTER ОҒ: 


Gov't to shell out $4. 
to repay foreign debts this year 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT WILL SPEND 
about $4.1 billion in foreign debt servicing this 
year, slightly lower than the $4.43 billion 
shelled out last year due to falling debt stock 
and bond yields, documents from the Bangko 
‘Sentral ng Pilipinas showed. 

For 2007, the cost of external debt servic- 
ing is seen to further decline to $3.78 billion. 
Aside from narrowing interest rate differen- 
tials here and abroad, the planned reduction 
in fresh foreign borrowings and shift to more 
local sources are expected to temper debt ser- 
vicing requirements. 

Debt servicing is the government's biggest 
expenditure item accounting for about a third 
of its budget. 

Asked to explain the government's easing 
debt servicing requirements, a government 
source said: “Its a combination of a declining 


Republic of the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
Metro Manila. 
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debt stock and declining premiums or interest 
rate on debts." 

"We are also paying off the expensive debts 
borrowed during the years when premiums 
were high. We are now refocusing on ODAS 
(official development assistance), which car- 
ту preferential rates-—such as 40 basis points 
over US treasuries for World Bank loans, for 
instance," the source added. 

Of the governments $4.1 billion in direct ex- 
ternal debt servicing requirements for this year, 
$2.13 billion represent principal repayments 
and $2.02 billion will be interest payments. 

As of end-2005, the Philippines had $19.15 
billion in outstanding foreign currency bonds but 
in the early part of this year, it incurred an addi- 
tional $2.1 billion worth of direct external debts. 

‘Of the total foreign bond float, the bulk con- 
sisted of global bonds and eurobonds amount- 
ing to $16.3 billion and $1.3 billion, respec- 
tively. The bond float also included $774 mil- 

lion in remaining 
Brady bonds, $411 
million or 53 percent. 
of which would be re- 
шей by June this 
year. 


AYALA CORPORATION, 


Registration of Securities 


The projected debt 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS' MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of the Philippine. 


Registrant. 


servicing require- 
ments | excluded 


debts relent to gov- 
ernment-owned and 
-controlled corpora- 
tions and other pub- 
lic sector entities or 
those guaranteed by 
the government. 

The country's for- 
eign debt stock regis- 
tered with the BSR 
mostly consisting of 
national government 
and other public sector 
borrowings, stood at 
5542 billion in 2005, 
ог equivalent to about 
half of the country’s to- 
tal economic output. 

A slowdown in the 
debt servicing те 
quirements con- 
tributes to the coun- 
пуз balance-ofpay- 
ment surplus and 
eases pressure on the 
peso exchange rate: 
-against the US dolları» ~ 

The BSP- expects 
its balance of pay- 
ment by year's end to 
have a surplus of 
about $16 billion, 
smaller than last 
year's $2.4 billion. 

The BOP measures 
the foreign exchange 
transacions between 
the domestic economy 
and the rest of the 
"world. Its major com- 
ponents are the current 
account and the capital 
and financial account. 


NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that on May 2, 2006, a swor statement was filed with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission for and on behalf of Ayala Corporation for the registration of P3,000,000,000.00 worth 
of Preferred Class “В” shares with the par value and issue value of P100.00 per share representing 
30,000,000 of such shares. Ayala Corporation indicated that it is reserving the right to increase the 
offer size in the event of oversubscription, subject to the Commissions requirements. 


National Bank will be held on May 30, 2006 at 8:00 a.m. at the Ballroom, Upper Lobby, 
Century Park Hotel, 599 Pablo Ocampo Sr. St, Malate, Manila. 


‘The Agenda for the meeting is as follows: 


1. Gall to Order 
2. Secretary's Proof of Notice and Quorum 
З. Approval of the Minutes of the 2005 Annual Stockholders’ Meeting held 
on May 24, 2005 
Report of the President on the Results of Operations for the Year 2005 
“Approval of the 2005 Annual Report 
‘Approval of the Amendment to the Amended By-Laws (transfer of the 
position, powers and duties of the Chairman of the Board in Sections 6.1 
and 6.3, Article VI captioned "Officers" to Section 5.4, Article V captioned 
“Board of Directors") 
Ratification of All Acts, Resolutions and Proceedings of the Board of 
Directors and Corporate Officers since the 2005 Annual Stockholders’ 
Meeting 
8. Election of Directors 
9. Appointment of External Auditor. 
10. Other Matters 
4i. Adjoumment 


‘According to the papers presented, the following persons are the officersldirectors of Ayala Corporation: 
Board of Directors (as of April 7, 2006): 


Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala lI 
Fernando Zobel de Ayala 
Aristón Estrada, Y. 

Meneleo J. Carlos Jr. 

Xavier P. Loinaz 

Mercedita 5. Nolledo. 
Masakazu Okabayashi 


Executive Officers (as of April 7, 2006): 


Jaime Augusto Zobel de Аудан 
Fernando Zabel de Ayala 
Arstón Estrada, K. 
Mercedita 5 Noledo 
Gerardo C. Ablaza, К. 
221 Minutes of thé 2005 Annual Stockholders’ Meeting as well as resolutions of the Dalia L Lazaro. 

1 Board of Directors from May 25, 2005 will be available for examination during office адот kaini 

| hours at the Ofice of the Corporate Secretary- жел or ro 

ч Only stockholders of record as of May 2, 2006 wil be entitled to notice and vote ая 


Arthur R Tan 
‘at this meeting. Registration will begin at 6:00 a.m. Rufino Luis Т. Manotok 


А Renato О. Marzan 
12 Ifyou cannot personally attend the meeting, you may designate your authorized 

‘representative by submitting a PROXY to the Office of the Corporate Secretary not later 
T'than 5:00 p.m. on Мау 25, 2006. Any proxies so received wil be validated on May 26, 
22006, 9:30 a.m., at the Office of the Stock Transfer Agent at Allied Bank Center, 6754 
Ayala Avenue, Makati City. 


Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
Adviser to the Chairman 
Senior Managing Director and Corporate Secretary 
Senior Managing Director 
Chief Finance Officer 
Managing Dirédor 
57% T Managing Diretto 
7^7" Managing Director 
Member, Management Committee 
Managing Director 
Managing Director and Corporate Information Officer 
Managing Director, Assistant Corporate Secretary and 
Complance Officer 
Managing Director and Treasurer 
Managing Director 


Ramon б. Opulencia 
John Philip 5. Orbeta 


The Registration Statement, as well as the papers attached thereto are valable for inspection during 
Business hours at the Secures and Exchange Commision, EDSA, Mandaluyong. Copes of the Registration 
етеп, ий be палес interested pares at such resonable charge as the Commision may prescribe. 
72 Pasay City, March 24, 2006 =” x e xen 

H (ORIGINAL SIGNED) 

: У Justina Calangan 

% Director, Securities and Echange Comission 


Do you want to learn the secret to 


Does your audience prefer to read 
superb leadership? 


Do you want to strike a balance 
your report than listen to you? 


between your work and personal life? 


POWERFUL PRESENTATION SKILLS 


June 13 - 15, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


WORK LIFE BALANCE 


June 13- 15, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


PEOPLE HANDLING SKILLS 


- June 6-8, 2006 
Mandarin Опе! fal Hotel 


p 

Being promoted, having subordinates, and getting a bigger office. 
does not automatically make you a leader. it requires leaming and 
Дзе, ‘a. whole new set of behavioral and conceptual skis. Leam how 
Йо handle people by knowing your different roles, understanding your 
jfesponsibillles. and expanding your ‘comfort zone. Know how to 
Tcommunicate with subordinates, peers, and superiors and create an 
7 plmosphere of willingness. With People Handling ‘Skills, you wil: 


Perk up your presentations by honing valuable әкі ike starting 
‘and ending with impact, developing an animated style. 
delivering lines spontaneously, ond managing your audience 
properly. Learn how to plan your presentation property, present 
numbers and statistics in a clear manner, and design and use 
'eye-calching visuals to address your audience's needs. With 
Powerful Presentation Skils, you wil: 


One should never have to choose between a successful 
career and a fulfiling personal ife. Find balance by setting 
Ше goals, keeping tabs on your activities jo save time and 
effort. Learn how to budget your fime and avoid burn outs. 
With Work Life Balance you wil: 


Identify ond integrate your professional and personal goals 


D 


Delve els at substantialy contribute to the company's 

ions 

Focus your people's efforts toward achieving the 

organization's goals 

Develop the best in your people 

Understand how leaders successful make the transition to 

higher responsibilities 

Buld a better work relationship with your peers, 

subordinates, and superiors 

Accept ine aecountabity Inat goes wih leadership 
ойт 

Erercie power, author, and credibility 

Align your people's efforis through effective coaching and 

counseling 

(ват to use discipline аз а problem-solving tool 


tart leading people. 


Ts program is for supervisors and managers who wish fo 
master те fundamentals of people handing. 


Guthrie] ensen 


CONSULTANTS TO MANAGEMENT 


Prepare yourself and your materials properly before the 
patomanca 
[ват how fo size up an audience and determine the best 
‘approach 
Structure presentations so that the audience wil understand 
‘and "buy info" your message 
Start off ond close with a. 
Design and use high-impact visual aids 
Gain more power, poise and presence 
Avoid boring presentations 
Field questions Же a pro 
Defuse tense and dysfunctional situations 
Facilitate a presentation smoothly and seamlessly 


There's mare fo presenting than clicking а mouse and reading 
what's on the screen. 


This program was designed for salespeople, key account executives, 
training officers, trainers, HR officers, IT professionals, account 
managers, sales managers, business development managers, 
training managers, HR managers, and territory managers who wan! 10 
improve their presentation skis. 


SHARPER SKILLS 


"FASTER RESULTS J 


Set meaningful е дос 

Complete your most essential activities at any point in time 
Avoid activities, people and situations that detract from 
personal efficiency. 

‘Monitor your activities and take the appropriate corective 
meosures 

Develop a personal support system to facilitate ће 
achievement of ife goals 

Prepare yourself mentally, physically and emotionally for 
various life challenges 

Find a more balanced lifestyle 

Formulate a more balanced work Ие program. 


Because you should never sacrifice one for the other. 


This program was designed for managers, supervisors, line 
leaders, technical people, and members of top 
management who want fo strike a balance between work 


an 


id personal йе, 


For inquiries and reservations call 


Aris, Caroline, Diane, or Tessa at 892-7559, 894-0445, 
or 892-7041 or visit www.guthrle-Jensen.com 
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wwwwum BUSINESS | 


SMC accounting seizures [ИД ОҒНСЕ EQUIPMENTS REPAIR "227% 
ES ALL BRANDS 0, 

AN UNSIGNED WHITE аў FAX MACHINES, TYPEWRITERS, 5 | 

paper alleging inflated (COCKTALES PRINTERS, MONITORS, CALCULATORS, 0 

Ee а San Miguel ODER ELECTRONS EQUIPMENTS: свай! 

subsidiary not only : 222, лаа 894-2209 | УА! 

EIS cole ж Ва БЕ Ына, 3147963 

of МС 5300-million " E Засна 843-6630 | QUETONCTY 

bond issuance but the Vicor С. Agustin 

replacement of its ex- 

ternal auditor SGV according to official and in- 

dustry sources, 

SGV had just completed and signed the 
2005 audit of the region's biggest food and 
beverage company in March when an anony- 
mous letter surfaced, claiming that SMC sub- 
sidiary Philippine Beverage Partners Inc., 
which bottles water and tea as well as ready- 
to-drink and powdered fruit juices, had been 
overstating its sales. 

То clear itself of laxity and, worse, complic- 
ity, SGV volunteered to conduct another ех- 
amination. 

But the SMC board instead decided to termi- 
nate. “rotate” is the preferred word—its audi- 
tor of nine years and award the prestige account 
to Laya Mananghaya, which had done external 
auditing work for the private companies of SMC 
chair and CEO Eduardo Cojuangco Jr. 

То deflect any whitewash allegations, no 
less than SMC director and 555 president 
Corazon de la Paz, who herself headed the 
Joaquin Cunanan accounting firm before 
joining the government, has been assigned to 
‘oversee the PhilBev audit review. 

According to the grapevine, SMC, particu- 
larly its president, Ramon Ang, is extra sensi- 
tive to the cooking-the-books allegation since 
һе and Roberto Huang, the president of Coca- 
Cola Bottlers Philippines, the SMC subsidiary 
that in turn owns PhilBev, were earlier 
dragged into the so-called “mansions for Erap 
mistresses” issue that contributed to the 
ouster of President Estrada. 

‘Huang and Ang were the key shareholders of 
а construction company that owned the 3,000- 
‘square-meter South Forbes property on Molave 
and Banaba streets, whose alleged beneficial 
owner—a claim vigorously denied by Ang—was 
said to be Joseph Estrada’s mistress Guia Gomez 
and/or her son, San Juan Mayor JV Ejercito. 

Even during those tumultuous Edsa Il months, 
various unsigned white papers were floating 
around, also alleging the overstatement of San 
Miguel Beer sales, then also headed by Huang. 

‘The new claim of overstatement ironically 
comes in the wake of plummeting sales of Coca- 
Cola Bottlers's Coke and other carbonated drinks. 

For 2005, the Coca-Cola Beverage Group 
reported an 8-percent drop in sales volume 
and an even worse 63-percent year-on-year 
decline in operating income, even as PhilBev 
diversified into the booming green tea and 
health drink lines. 


C 


R SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE 


——ÁÓÀ 


Pfizer's fissures 
THE UNORTHODOX legal tactic of Pfizer in 
suing even in their personal capacities the 
two top officials of the Bureau of Food and 
Drugs has washed up all the way in Stanford. 
University, where Pfizer CEO Henry McKin- 
nell is a member of the Stanford University 
Graduate School Business Advisory Council. 
A signature campaign is now underway on 
the campus to protest Pfizer's alleged bullying 
tactics against the two Philippine officials, 
who allowed the importation and eventual lo. 
cal production of generic substitutes. есчо) * Ace Technology « integrated Wireless LAN (802 11t 
Pfizer claims the two officals, BEAD Director a e на Na Pi Conse ne bp magan o 
E RS n Mesa ost Moss TREC tawa ма Tran 
“actively induced and facilitated” the infringe- 
ment of the multinational's prized patents. 


 CALLTHE INQUIRER CUSTOME 


Money-go-round 

‘© А CALIFORNIA-BASED Internet company 
has started a web page, wwwdigerati- 
cal.com/dlsaa, signup.html, calling on the De 
La Salle alumni and students о protest the La 
Sallian Brother continued leadership of the 
oust-GMA movement. 

* PHILIPPINE Free Press publisher En- 
rique Locsin has admitted that, on top of the 
P1.5-million “housing” loan that he received 
as a Malacafiang nominee to Philcomsat 
Holdings Corp., he was also given a Nissan 
Gefiro as executive transport by the money- 
losing corporation. 

Locsin maintains that the Jaguar X that he 
bought right абег he was appointed to the 
PHC board was paid for by him, contrary to it with your laced ones this summer! Every Ferrari 4000 notebook 
what he had told his own Manila Times, М FREE one (1) month Wifi s 
where he was a short-lived publisher, that he ihi а Airborne Access төмегі 
Merely жасыта ы асан Regus on-demand Na we Whe yOu уе nee d 

workplaces provide businesses, both 
Heard through the grapevine 
А HIGH-SOCIETY couturier has accumulated > furnished and fuly-equipped 
two years of unpaid rent on his apartment-ate- шаа SAS 
lier, telling his hapless landlord that his dwin- 
dling matrona clientele have in turn been 1 
dodging him on their long overdue bills. speed internet and telecoms 

A large part of the problem is that the cou- idy-to-gc 
turier has no real financial manager who 
should have husbanded his multimillion-peso 
earnings when he was still on top of the game. 

(Email: cocktales pdi@pldtdsl.net ог cock- 
tales pdi@yahoo.com) 


Hurry! Offer is good from May 15-June 15, 2006 
arge and small, with professionally 4 ы 7 


> Meeting Rooms 


ign today, move-in tomorrow 


Profit-taking Ў... rrompaceat Stay Eras UES ons Gay 


KGG: fovere Gal Ga hee sehe With Regus Ready-to-Use Offices, 
continue its healthy correction this week. you jo wherever your business. 
“After two months of relentlessly rising, the 
market і finally in a corrective mode. The mar- 
kets recent run-up appears to make little sense Call us today on 849 3489 ирен 


in the short term as full year price targets аге be- 
ing hit six months ahead of schedule. However, for your customised office 
it makes perfect sense for long-term investors," solution. 
АВ Capital Securities wrote in a report. 
“What is important is that investments have 
the potential to perform up to expectations in the 
long run. The macroeconomic outlook is very 
positive with the country’s economic growth be- 
Ing upgraded, the fiscal deficit expected to dwin- 
Фе and corporate profits seen to remain healthy. 
So with the market in a corrective mode, in- 
vestors should look around for the great, solid, 
blue chip companies that are expected to get the 
‘most attention from fund managers,” AB Capital 
Securities said. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


AXIS DISTRIBUTION, ін. 
MSHECS Phils. INC 
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Loans extended by commercial banks down 


Favorable interest rates, improved business sentiment seen to boost demand 


By Doris C. Dumlao But Tetangco said the BSP re- 
mained committed to strengthen- 
COMMERCIAL BANK LENDING ing the financial sector by helping 


From Multimedia Projectors in the county remains anemic, banks reduce their non-perform- 


even shrinking for the first time in ing loans and improve their asset 


і і two years in March, based ona quality. 
Business пага and Projection Screens h 


T 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas report. He said demand for loans should 
T6 Outstanding bank loans went be perked up by favorable domestic 
з down by 0.5 percent to P1.54 tril- interest rates and improved busi- 
lion as of end-March from year- ness sentiment as a result of steady 
ago, reversing the modest growth... progress in fiscal consolidation and 
seen in the last 24 months. other key economic reforms. 
“The commercial banks’ lending UBS senior economist for 
тоне activity continues to be moderate Southeast Asia Christa Janjic said 
Eliro мм 1400 ANS! umens asa result of sluggish corporate de- bank lending in the Philippines 
NEC VIS80 Portable Perlormance СО technology for culstonding mand, with loans confined mainly remained anemic due to banks’ 
ву а CU es padarmanGa to short-term financing for work- high non-performing loans and 
заа йа a kan так ing capital and seasonal importa- assets, weak capital base and 
tion requirements,” ВБР Governor high lending rates despite falling 


Жә Amando Tetangco Jr. explained. Treasury bill and bond yields. 
і “Also, banks have remained But she said "the building 
> generally cautious in lending giv. blocks may be coming together” 


< ёп prevailing levels of non-per- as the banks’ bad assets had been 

BenQ PE7700 Home theater Projector forming loans,” he said. falling sharply on the back of the 

Optoma EP719P пісе Perormance }100 Lumens 25001 contos rolio Тһе BSP chief said outstanding Special Purpose Vehicle frame- 

72200 umens, 20001 contrast ratio "Dee ng loans to most sectors contracted, in- work which provides fiscal incen- 

жыды а ieu. HOM. Reody cluding disbursements for construc- tives to the sale of problematic 
70У “Bing nome cinemo ot Is best о Чоп (down by 285 percent), loans and foreclosed properties. 

You Bing om wholesale and retail trade (105 "Тһе SPV is likely to be used 

percent), manufacturing (-5.8 per- more extensively as real estate 

Vas) All Visual & Lights Systems The Hive Makati The Hive Cebu Sent) and transportation, storage prices have started to rise,” Janjic 


D E NE and communication (55 релеп). said 
аа, Мел шатты Molten Gree rm 

AVES IMG DANG, сысы 
ES LE E апае 


Introducing the new Zebra P120i 


Advanced design delivers the world's fist 
М duaksided, compact card printer at an 
Goreme. unprecedented price 


rit colon a oem rt ӨМ Prime seeks end 


that only the Р120 can deliver. 


TAIPAN Henry Sy's 24th mall open for business 


Dual-sided printing, Single-sided pricing 


„Specification: anion to tax row in Clark 


~~ iSeries intelligent Printirig System ан 
Color dye sublimation/Monochrome thermal transfer card printer. ` By Tonette Orejas to tax incentives and duty free 
- Prints 35 sec per card for color dual-sided (YMCKOK) PDI Central Luzon Desk privileges. 
- Load-N-Go drop-in ribbon cartridge Card On the strength оға local court's 
-16 digit LCD display Printer CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC order that favored the Angeles go 
USB interface (058 cable included) б, Solutions Zone—Between state-owned Clark еттеп, SM Prime did pay, albeit 
Development Corp. and the Angeles under protest, atleast P3 million in 
City govemment, to which should building and zoning permits. 
‘SM Prime Holdings Inc. pay taxes? ‘The firm, Lazatin said, has yet 
The dispute remained unset- to pay for its business permits. 
" tled but Hans Sy, president of the Mabalacat Mayor Marino 
The Real Stripes Matter. cecal siane,opencd SM Cy Clark Morales said he was going to as- 
here on Thursday with high sertthe same if SM Prime expands 
hopes that the conflict would to the northern side of Clark. 
come to a close soon. Both Lazatin and Morales at- 
“We are asking CDC and Ange- tended the malls opening, saying in 
les City to, hopefully amicably separate interviews they were will- 
settle the issue and whatever di- ing to resolve the matter with СОС 
rection {they set], we will follow” оп the common ground that they 
5 - Sy said during the opening of SM wanted to protect Clark investors 
m. ii E а City Clark, the 24th SM mall іп from making double payments. 
ge» а с the country. The younger Sy said SM 
OWNING THE FUTURE TODAY Hans Sy said SM Prime was Prime's contract with the CDC 
ў committed to “pay whatever we treated the company "just like an 
need to pay but we don't want to ordinary investor.” 
pay double." “Quite frankly, our contract 
Angeles Mayor Carmelo with the CDC from the very start. 
Lazatin has asserted the city gov- [stated] that there is no exemp- 
ernment's right to claim local tax- tion to the rule," he said. 
- es, saying the SM property inside | This means that like other 
ў Clarkis part of Angeles City. Clark investors, SM Prime was re- 
atalprice you.can afford Pa шы O раў ett 
px — Я Courts July 2005 ruling that gross income. 
Clark investors were not entitled cS 


Sole Authorized Philippine Distributor 
All Visual & Lights Systems The Hive Makati 


Connect wirelessly to the Internet 


BANCO MEN CalPERS stocks in RP up 


via built-in webcam 


‘THE PHILIPPINE STOCK MARKET | start of the year until last Friday. 
Be more organized and productive with Genuine is getting more investments from ‘The PSE reviewed reports of 
Microsoft Windows XP Home & Microsoft Works. the California Public Employees’ CalPERS’ investments in the 
productivity suitai Retirement System (CalPERS), the country since June 30, 1999, 
biggest US pension fund. when it kept $57.27 million in lo- 
The Philippine Stock Exchange cal stock market investments. 
(PSE) disclosed yesterday that The amount dropped to $19.29 
Empriva 360SX records it examined showed that million in 2000, $16.82 million in 
"wn CalPERS' investments in local 2001and$12.46 ion in 2002. 
“неф Celeron М Processor 370 stocks reached $78.33 million “I think 2002 was the time when 
(imp LaCache, 1.50GHz, 400MHz FSB) 0, during the pension fund's last fis- CalPERS entertained its worst 
witeless PCI Card 802.11 Ы 0 cal year ending June 30, 2005. doubts about our country's fu- 
Microsoft Windows™ XP H ‘The amount was 16.47 percent гше," Lim said. 
SEA AG INTEREST higher than the $67.25 million But CalPERS investments in lo- 
40GB Hard Disk Drive worth of CalPERS’ investments іп cal stocks jumped to $41.86 mil- 
14.1" XGA TFT Dis Jocal stocks atthe end ofits previ: lion at the end of the pension 
4515 64MB Shared Video 3 ў 3 2 7. ous fiscal year, the PSE said. fund's 2003 fiscal year to $67.25 
ax DVDA CDRW Combo Drive P3 333-75, / то. ina statement, PSE president million and to $78.33 million at 
21071007 Mbps LAN 7 4 and chief executive officer Fran- the end ofits fiscal year 2005. 
‘integrated Sóx Modem "O36 interest for 12 months applicable on major credit cards Gis Lim sid the data confirmed Lim said this translated to an 
42x USB 24 the increasing flow of invest- average annual increase of 
m Uthlum ton Battery up to 2 hows SRP PZO, 0909-00 ments from CalPERS to the local percent from 2002 to 2005. 


stock market. “We have reason to believe that 
1 NBO recommends Mi RO Wind: XP Professional “1 expect other investors to take the value of the Philippine invest- 
әзір Ma Акел биг еар с their cue from CalPERS, because ments of CalPERS in June 2005 
For more information, dial 633-NEO2 (633-6362) = its decisions influence the global - have reached $106 million 
: р ^ direction of managed funds,” Lim ав of end-April 2006. 

Promo period is from April 15 to June 30, 2006. Per DTI-NCR Permit #0864. Series of 2006. У 2 : 
А sada HU o аа аа ces ВНА LP said after the PSE conducted a | "This means that within a span 
белеп oe Сите аа Жылы Ан tate аа ана pura reme па барана sans a Ute 3 studyofCalPERS'investments. |. of 10 months, CalPERS may have 
The PSEi which tracks the enjoyed a 35.3-percent increase 
— ^ ” т " movement of local stock prices, has іп the value of its Philippine 

Pie бе а i so far gained 20 percent since the stocks,” Lim said. 
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or ыды BUSINESS 
When secrecy goes too far 


SECRECY AND CONFIDENTIALITY Is taxes is that the income 
are so institutionalized in our sys- of the branches of big businesses 
tem to such excess that it has gone. operating in their localities isusu- No FREE LUNCH 
in the way of effective governance ally consolidated and reported at $ - 
and even general economic wel- their head office. The problem is a 
fare. Put aside for now the question not confined to business income Cielito E Habito 
‘on whether bank records of sus- of local-based branches of tax- 
pected big-time tax evaders should able enterprises. When a local 
be open to scrutiny by the govem- branch of a big company borrows 
‘ment, particularly the tax authori- from a local branch of a big bank, "s k 
tes Tisisacare of govermentac- the loan is booked at the banks 2 і 
cess to information being held by head office, and the taxes paid on * Like A Hi hl ~ 
the pavate sector (Bren here, one the loan (eg. documentary ы ike ighly Evolved Chameleon 
might ask: What is government for stamp taxes, income tax on inter- Sn ee ev ——À 5 74% 
if it could not exercise its authority est earnings on the loan) get paid ^ eae a * this amazing projector has features that can blend in 
and prerogative to be able to prop- аг the bank head office in Metro P | GG | MENO Я ^ * 
erly enforce the law ie. tax laws in Manila (most often Makati). The # to any surface color with natural case. 
this case?) result is that Makati (or other || | і қ PE Mac: а AS 

Here І focus on sharing of infor- Metro Manila cities hosting com- FELAC Global bond Fund | USS LATS | uss 5” " Ра а 
mation within the government it- pany headquarters) gets an un- | а ата 
self. Саве in point: Information that due share of the taxes collected, пача 
could potentially increase overall including those that would right- pam 
government revenues dramatically fully accrue to local governments 
fenot even being shared among var- hosting branches of big compa- — aag 
ious units of government, in the nies or banks. =e —MÁ(! | 
name of tax confidentiality suppos- — Again, information with the шшш 
edly provided in our laws. BIR could help sort things out and | 

permit countryside LGUs to ob- desing vin ун най, а» 


LGU constraints. tain higher tax revenues than | 
Tor many years, local govem- they are otherwise able to raise at || investment. |NetfsetYahoPer Unt NAP | 
ments have lamented how they are present. Benefits from the infor- Fund | 
often faulted for being too depen- mation sharing can go both ways. ands Î asarwa | ДІ LVP-SLASC/XLSC 
dent on the national governments Im told that the BIR Revenue Dis- | BRIGHTEST AND MOST COLORFUL IN ITS CLASSI 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


internal revenue allotment (IRA) trict Office for Quezon City has in : 

internal revenue aloment Cm) is reps only 30,000 business || Биш | 1190 11896 
ments. But their own capability to units in the City. However, a tax 
Tüselocalrevenuesisofenseverey mapping and inventory Бу the || Philamife Global] 1,460 40870 


hampered by constraints imposed Quezon City Treasurer's Office Bond Fund MITSUBISHI 


by the national govemmentitself, actually yielded 60,000 business ' MULTI-MEDIA LCD PROJECTOR 
Take the case of local business units in the city, or double the BIR (ESSA tie eden md vat mma Meter a MADE IN JAPAN 

taxes, the second biggest potential number. The latter could collect 
source of local revenues next to so much more taxes using infor- 
the real property tax. LGUs, espe- mation the LGUs can give them! 
cially cities and municipalities, are. . " Funds as of 5472006 | as of 51100 
empowered to collect business Piercing the veil 

taxes based on gross revenues of There should be a way to 


business enterprises within their pierce this veil of secrecy that is Philamlife Fixed | 1.3141 13206 ч >= 
Muss К. еу are unable to constantly invoked at me ex. | ome Fmd Authorized Philippine Distributor end Service Poen 


weer В revenues from this pense of LGUS The law that the | phiamîte Equity) 12037 | 14874 LINK WORTH INTERNATIONAL INC. 
tax, for at least two reasons. BIR invokes is the National Inter- Fund Unit 21 Valero Plaza, 124 Valero St., Salcedo Village, Makati City 
Ei дейік nal Revenue Code (NIRC), specif. | CT ау Tel. Nos.: 816-4303 * 813-5636 - 812-6870 * 843-2070 


ically Section 270 that would ре. | калтана porma ay 
First, LGUs can never know for nalize “any officer or employee of 
sure if the level of gross revenues the BIR who divulges... informa- 
declared by their local business tion regarding the business, in- 
taxpayers is accurate. Chances come or estate of any taxpayer, 
are, they are not. Businesses have the secrets, operation, style or 
ап obvious incentive to understate work, or apparatus of any manu- 
their true revenues to minimize facturer or producer, or confiden- Ұз 4 
their tax payments to the local tial information regarding the |) 1 
governments. And the latter, for business of any taxpayer, knowl- 
now, have no way of determining edge of which was acquired by б ; а 
if the reported revenues are true him in the discharge of his official К б 
ог not. That information 1 pos. duties." 4 I M M U N ITY 
sessed by the Bureau of Internal Ви the same section gives the ^ 
Revenue. Never mind that the tax opening, as it provides the excep- po fh 
declarations submitted by the tion: “Except as provided in Sec- If you get sick easily and take 
businesses to BIR may be under- tion 71 of this Code and Section a lot of time to recover from it; 
stated as well. At least, is a start 26 of Republic Act No. 6388.” ? f й 
for the LGUs. That is why Section МЕС Section 71 in fact says that orif you get tired quickly due to 
m of the Local Government tax returns "shall constitute pub- stress and lack of sleep, you may 
Code says: "..the records of the lic records and (shall) be open to ! 
revenue district office of the Bu- inspection as such upon the order have a weak immune system! 
reau of Internal Revenue shall be of the President of the Philip- 
made available to the local mea. pines under rules and regula- Boost your immunity. 
surer, his deputy or duly autho- tions to be prescribed by the Sec- ivi 
rized representative.” But is this retary of Finance, upon recom: d 7% Тәке а complete multivitamin. 
information indeed being shared? mendation of the Commissioner.” packed with Korean and Siberian 
Unfortunately, no. BIR thinks an- I'm no lawyer, but it seems to me Ginsengs plus Selenium and Zinc 
other law prevents them from do- it has always been within the ч k 
ing so. More on this below. power of the President and the Fi- to improve stamina and immune 


nance Secretary to break this response against viruses and 


Makati windfall long-standing impasse. і 
The second reason LGUs in the ^ Comments welcome ш bagani Addio Mane Nose 


provinces can't raise enough from chabito@ateneo.edu 3 3 Coenzyme Qio that provides vital 
energy to the heart and acts as a 


Globe to save P2.5B Рр ena 
from 3G tax perks i Po Not all multivitamin brands 


> have this unique immune 


By Daxim І. Lucas er fiscal and nonfiscal incentives. |71 Е à boosting formulation, 
Te 3G service airs users to so make the 
THE COUNTRYS SECOND- make video calls wi their mo- " d 
biggest telecommunications firm bile phones as well as download right choice! 
will enjoy up to P2.5 billion worth video clips, surf the Internet at 
of tax benefits after the govern- high speed, and even watch tele- 
ment approved the granting of vision broadcasts, among others. 
tax perks for its third-generation Globe is already getting ready 
GG) mobile phone service. to expand its facilities to be able 
The savings may translate to to meet the market's demand for 
more affordable 3G services for 3G services as it grows. 
clients of Globe Telecom Inc. as Last week, the company said it 
the company strives to bring іп would borrow as much as $130 mil 
more subscribers. lion from creditors to finance its ex- 
Speaking to reporters recently, pansion. Of this, up to $70 milion 
Globe president and CEO Gerardo would be dedicated to the 3G ser- 
C. Ablaza Jr said the savings would vice, particularly the setting up of 


be spread out over the sic year pe- additional base stations nationwide. 
riod of the tax holiday period. Ablaza said the amount might U PGRADE 10 ( f 
Since the service is at an early be drawn in US dollars or its peso B a 


stage, however he said the actual equivalent, depending on which 


benefits would be felt more over currency would be more advanta- d 

the medium term, rather thanim- geous for the firm. 

mediately. ‘At present, Globe has 150 base J ) 
“Hardly any of that amount will stations for 3G services. It hopes to 

accrue this year," Ablaza said. raise this number to 1,000 under 
Earlier this month, the Board of the expansion plan to make 3G 


Investments approved the granting services accessible nationwide. 
AN Globe fore PS d. Globe has committed to put up. 2 Ginsengs for Potency + Coto for Protection + Vitamins 8 Minerals tor Power 
billion foray into the 3G business, а: least 2,500 3G base stations ! 
Trade Undersecretary Elmer С. over the next five years as one of 
паа а аа project. he conditions fot 30 eee BOOST YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM! 
was given a pioneer status based from the National Telecommuni- 
on the amount involved. cations Commission. 
Hernandez, who is also BOI man- Мо tax perks have yet been ; 
aging head, said that under the new granted to Globe's main rival, 4 pu forse information dat Nas Mprascuolinp cn 
registration, Globe was classified as Philippine Long Distance Tele- Text HOTLINE: Typo петим. your massage? send to 0920-9618126 
a new operator of infrastructure and phone Со. and its wireless sub- Visit: www.immuvit.com 
telecommunications facilities. sidiary Smart Communications 
"The company is qualified fora Inc. although the company is ex- 
six-year tax holiday, duty-free im- pected го file a similar petition 
portation of capital goods and oth- with the BOI. 
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Court okays 
rehab of 
Platinum Plans 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
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А MAKATI REGIONAL TRIAL COURT HAS 
approved a rehabilitation plan by Platinum 
Plans Philippines Inc., saying the value of the 
pre-need company's existing assets can satisfy 
the needs of its creditors and plan holders. 

On June 28 last year, Platinum Plans 
sought court protection to suspend all claims 
filed against it by creditors and plan holders. 
‘The court gave due course to the petition and 
referred it to the rehabilitation receiver. 

Ina five-page decision dated April 27, 2005, 
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Makati RTC Judge Romeo Barza said the revised 
rehabilitation plan of Platinum was approved for 
immediate implementation and execution. 

"The court believes that the revised rehabili 
tation plan is feasible, viable and doable simply 
because the realizable value of its existing assets 
can provide adequate cover to satisfy all the cor- 
porate creditors and provide a mode of settling 
with all the plan holders,” Barza wrote. 

Under the approved 8-year recovery plan, 
all real estate assets will be placed in trust 
with third parties primarily for distribution, 
payment or settlement to all stakeholders. 

Platinum will allot P150 million for initial op- 
erations mainly from the sale of its real estate 
assets in order to settle plans that have matured 
and to pay termination values of plan holders 
and those plans that have not yet matured. 

The rehabilitation receiver will also be al- 
lowed to increase the P150-million fund by ап 
additional P100 million if necessary, from the 
sale of more property assets. 

The settlement of all obligations due to 
government agencies and bank creditors will 
take priority and will be paid out of proceeds 
from the sale of real estate assets not later 
than 48 months or four years from the date of 
the approval of the rehabilitation plan. 

‘Obligations will be restructured as follows: 
Reduction of all interest charges to 6 percent 
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a year from a minimum of 12 percent a year; 
restructuring all unpaid interest charges at 6 


percent a year and waiving all penalties and 
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SMC unit 
allots 
P2B for 
expansion 


SAN MIGUEL PURE 
Foods Co. Inc. is 
spending P2 Ыйоп 
this year to expand its 
production facilities to 
take advantage of new 
growth opportunities. 

SMPFC chair Ed- 
uardo Cojuangco Jr. 
said the plan included 
the expansion into the 
lucrative snack seg- 
ment as the company 
builds a new plant in 
an industrial zone in 
Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 

“Produet innovation 
and development will 
continue to be a cor- 
nerstone of our growth 
strategy, especially as 
we go into more value- 
added products" Co- 
juangco told stock 
holders las Friday 

San Miguel's plan to 
venture into branded 
snack foods will be un- 
der San Miguel Mills 
Inc, a company for 
milled commodities іа 
and cereal-based val- бор А 
'ue-added products. Lb uem 

Cojuangco DLE a f 
aside from snack foods, Serrara ming Cor. 
San Miguel Mills might 
also manufacture noo- 
dle products. 

“We will penetrate 
mew business seg- 
ments and achieve 
product differentia- 
tion. Already, we are 
set to launch our first 
branded snack foods, 
marking our entry in- 
to yet another lucra- 
tive market,” Co- 
juangco said. 

SMPFC president 
Francis Alejo Ш said 
the company has 
launched a “chip and 
dip" product dubbed 
"ej for the high- 
market. 

The capital expendi- 
ture this year already 
induded that for the 
expansion ofits 60-on- 
an-hour Bataan feed 
mill, the biggest facility 
in Southeast Asia. 

Higher volumes 
from branded prod- 
ucts allowed SMPFCI 
to post a net profit of 
P107.4 million in the 
first quarter. Eliza- 
beth L. Sanchez 
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BusiNESS 
Batasan 5: Where's the mass 


THE COMMUNISTS (THEY NOW BRAND 
themselves progressives) have long bragged 
about their so-called mass base. Touting 
themselves as the defenders of the down- 
trodden, champions of the poor, and relent- 
less fighters against injustice, they have 
claimed strong and wide support from the 
masses. 

Even when the communist world has crum- 
bled around them, they continue to insist that 
they have the magic formula to transform our 
country into their version of paradise on 
earth. 

The existence of the communist mass base 
seemed to have been validated when front or- 
ganizations like Bayan Muna, Anakpawis, Ak- 
bayan and Gabriela resoundingly won seats 
in Congress as party-list representatives, Sat- 
ur Ocampo's Bayan Muna topped the party- 
list elections with over a million votes from 
around the country. 

Now, to the Batasan 5, I now pose these 
questions: Where is the mass base? Where are 
the millions who voted for you in the 2003 
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party-list elections? 

Instead of acting like true revolutionaries, 
and daring the police to arrest them on rebel- 
lion charges, of which they proclaimed they 
were innocent, the gallant Batasan 5 high- 
tailed it to the protective custody of the House 
of Representatives. There, they spent taxpay- 
ers’ money on board and lodging. The 
Batasan have given revolutionaries a bad 
name. 

One would think that the masses would 
storm Congress to set the Batasan 5 free. I sus- 
pect they tried to rally their supporters. They 
staged several press conferences, as they аге 
‘wont to do. They proclaimed their innocence 
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base? 


to rebellion charges and demanded due pro- 
cess. But hardly anybody was apparently 
watching. And for 70 days, nobody, but no- 
body, came to their rescue. 

‘When finally the Batasan 5 came out into 
the sun, only 1,000 people trudged with 
them to UP I watched the TV coverage for a 
couple of minutes. Most of the marchers 
looked like students cutting classes, proba- 
bly from the UP political science depart- 
ment. 

There were the recycled red banners car- 
ried by the usual hacks, probably paid at 
P200 per head. The communists haven't 
learned that their red banners scare people 
away. 

The marchers made a ploy for the sup- 
port of the labor unions by calling for a 
raise in minimum wages, and of the gov- 
ernment workers by supporting a demand 
for increased salaries. But nothing 
worked. 

Тһе Batasan 5 called ita victory march. 
But, it was clear that the communists no 
longer present a massive and solid front. 
It was a sparse crowd. And, conspicuous 
by their absence were well-known stal- 
warts like Etta Rosales of Akbayan and 
Baraquiel of Gabriela. Even Randy David 
and his bosom buddy Llamas were not 
there. 

"The Batasan 5 have insisted the govern- 
ment could prove them guilty of rebellion. 
Then, they should face them court, instead of 
pleading their case on ТУ. 

Like all Maoists, the Batasan 5 will 
claim that their party-list organizations ¢ 
are completely apart from the armed re- 
bellion the New People's Army has waged 
for over 30 years. The Department of Jus- 
tice will have to break this long-standing 
myth. 

But I agree with the Batasan 5 that they are 
entitled to the full protection of the rule of 
law, even as they flaunt it. The Department of 
Justice must nail them down under our sys- 
tem of justice, not under the kangaroo courts 
of the communists. We should prove to the 
Batasan 5 and all the other local communists 
that our democracy can defend itself with its 
own rules. 


BIR clarifies 
VAT status 

of airlines, 
shipping firms 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 15 
set to issue circular clarifying the VAT liabili- 
ties of shipping and airline firms, in a bid to 
address confusion over their tax status follow- 
ing the implementation of the Reformed VAT 
Law (RVAT). 

The BIR said the franchise tax had been re- 
moved since the imposition of the VAT on sea 
and air carriers. The RVAT law contains a pro- 
vision stating that VAT should be imposed in 
lieu ofthe franchise tax. 

The 12-percent VAT is imposed every time 
domestic sea and air carriers transport pas- 
sengers, goods and cargoes from one place in 
the Philippines to another place within the 
country, the BIR said. 

But domestic air and sea carriers are im- 
posed a zero VAT rate every time they trans- 
port passengers, goods and cargoes from the 
Philippines to another country the BIR 
added. 

Under a zero-VAT rating, the 12-percent 
VAT is not imposed on the concerned business 
operation, and the taxpayer is allowed to re- 
fund input VAT credits. Input VAT is the 
amountof VAT shouldered by the taxpayer ev- 
егу time it purchases а product or a service. 
whose price already includes the 12 percent 
VAT. 

While domestic shipping and airline 
firms are subject to VAT, the BIR said in its 
draft circular that international air and sea 
carriers are exempted from the VAT but are. 
subject to the 3-percent tax on their gross 
receipts. 

Тһе BIR said international carriers were 
not allowed to shift from the percentage tax 
to the VAT system. 

The revenue agency said importation of 
fuel by sea and air transport firms were ex- 
empted from VAT as long as the fuel was 
intended for the transport of passengers 
or goods from a place in the Philippines to 
other countries. Otherwise, sea and air 
transport firms should pay the VAT on fu- 
el. 

"The BIR has posted the draft RMCS on its 
website and is in the process of gathering 
comments from the shipping and airline in- 
dustries. 

The BIR said the RMC would address the 
confusion as to what specific operations of air 
and sea transport firms are subject to the 12 
percent VAT. 

"The RVAT Law took effect last November: It 
expanded the coverage of the value-added 
tax since Nov, 1 and has raised the VAT rate 
from 10 to 12 percent since Feb. 1. 

The RVAT is considered the main fiscal re- 
form measure of the Arroyo administration, 
which expects to collect P75 billion in addi- 
tional tax collection this year alone out of the 
new law. 
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Exporters want tariffs on banana c 
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Firms blame 167% increase in tariffs in China for volume slowdown 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


EXPORTERS OF BANANA CHIPS 
have renewed their appeal for the gov- 
ernment to convince China to bring 
down its high tariffs on banana chips, 
оп grounds that these reduced export. 
volumes last year. 

‘The import tariffs on banana chips in- 
creased last year by 167 percent in the 
provinces of Guangdong and Huangfu, 
from 7.5 renminbi per kilogram to 20 
renminbi, leading to a slowdown in 
shipments since January 2005. 

“We are again appealing to the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry to assist 
us in dealing with Chinese authorities 
regarding this matter,” industry presi- 


dent Ruben See told the INQUIRER. 

China absorbs 20 percent of Philip- 
pine banana chip exports, See said. 

‘The export of banana chips is one 
of the emerging export winners of the 
Philippines and earnings in 2004 
amounted to $36 million, industry 
data showed. 

See said there were no available 
figures yet for 2005, although he ex- 
pected the earnings to be lower. 

See noted that the low export deliv- 
eries to Guagdong and Huangfu had 
also pulled down the farm gate price 
of Cardaba or saba bananas to P2 a ki- 
lo from as much as P4.80 a kilogram. 

Тһе Philippine Trade and Invest- 
ment Center in Guagdong-China has 
already taken note of the customs val- 


uation issue and has said that a top- 
level Philippines-China government- 
to-government negotiation through 
formal bilateral channels would be 
thefinal solution, he added. 

The Southern Mindanao banana in- 
dustry council said in а leter to the DA 
and the DTI that they should “officially 
raise to the Chinese government the is- 
sue of higher customs valuation of ba- 
mana chips as an urgent concern that 
restricts existing bilateral trade rela- 
tionships and to negotiate a mutually 
acceptable valuation rate.” 

The group also noted that the DA 
and DTI could also raise the option of 
including the Philippine banana chip 
exports on the list of commodities 
with lower tariffs of the Asean-China 


ARMM to allow tax-free oil imports 
in ecozone to bring in investments 


POLLOC PORT, MAGUINDANAO—THE 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao (ARMM) will allow the tax free 
importation of petroleum products by 
“qualified trade concessionaires into its 
Economic Zone. 

Secretary Ishak Veloso Mastura of 
the ARMM's Department of Trade and 
Industry said Gov. Zaldy Uy Ampatuan 
had issued the revised implementing 
guidelines of the EcoZone's charter to 
include a renewable five-month tariff 
moratorium on imported oil products. 

Mastura said the proposed suspen- 
sion of tariffs on direct oil imports was 
consistent with the decision of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo to reduce tariff 
rates on imported oil products. 

Mastura said the region's moratori- 


Firm to invest 
in coal project 


By Abigail L. Ho 


ل یي 


liquefaction project in the country. 


'HEWB president Antonio Ver said the seed 
money would go to the second step in imple- 
menting the project, involving preliminary 
front-end engineering and design, including a 
Final feasibility study and basic engineering 


works. 


This step, he said, would cost around 51.5 
million, the bulk of which would be financed 


by Headwaters. 


Тһе US-based firm, through its chair and 
chief executive Kirk Benson, however, had al- 
ready expressed its intent to eventually infuse 
equity into H&WB for the coal hybrid lique- 


faction project, he said. 


Based on the initial evaluation of the 
project, proven commercial technologies 
are currently available to convert Philip- 
pine coal into transportation fuels and 


power. 


It revealed that the country's low-grade 
coals, the bulk of which could not be 
burned and used to fuel coal-fired power 
plants by themselves, could be trans- 
formed into ultra-clean gasoline and diesel 
using HTIG's clean process, or non-burn 


technology. 


The evaluation study used lignite from 
Daguma in South Cotabato and Alcala in Ca- 
gayan, as well as coal from Semirara Island, 
all of which were found suitable for the hy: 


brid coal liquefaction process. 


The hybrid coal liquefaction process in- 
volves two methods of transformation, direct 


and indirect 


Lignite can be used for the indirect process, 
while the better-grade sub-bituminous coal 


can be used in the direct process. 


The proposed coal liquefaction facility is 
expected to yield 50,000 barrels a day of ul- 


tra-clean fuels for transportation. 


‘Apart from gasoline, diesel and liquefied 
petroleum gas, the facility can also gener- 
ate 67.2 megawatts (MW) of power from 
the steam generated by the liquefaction 


plant 


LAM 
AMERICAN FIRM HEADWATERS INC. HAS 
agreed to infuse seed money into local firm 
H&WB Corp. to jumpstart its $2.8-billion coal 


um on oil tariffs would be tested by a 
Muslim consortium, headed by for- 
mer Sulu Gov. Abdul Sakur Tan, a 
dealer of Caltex Philippines. 

The secretary, however, clarified 
that cheaper oil prices would only be 
made available within the EcoZone. 

He said Ampatuan's administra- 
tion had put in place safety mecha- 
nisms, such as transparent public bid- 
ding for the EcoZone's trading con- 
cessions, to ensure that the legisla- 
tion would not be abused. 

"This is now our answer to frequent- 
ly asked question on what ARMM can 
offer that investors could not get from 
other regions,” Ampatuan said. 

With additional economic pack- 
ages to generate fresh enthusiasm for 


long-term investments, Ampatuan 
expects a growth in the region's eco- 
nomic performance. 

Ampatuan reported an increase of 
P146 million in trade and invest- 
ments in ARMM, with Tawi-Tawi, 
Maguindanao and Marawi City as 
principal contributors. 

This puts the region's economy 
closer to its ideal contribution of 4 
percent to GNP 

Aside from the removal of tariffs on. 
ой imports, ARMM EcoZones eco- 
nomic packages for investors include а 
10-year moratorium on labor strikes 
as well as duty-free importation of 
equipment for industrial use by in- 
vestor groups, Mastura said. Nash B. 
Maulana, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Economic Cooperation Agreement. 

Aside from China, other export markets in- 
dude the European Union, United States, 
Canada, Japan, Middle East and South Korea. 

According to Southern Mindanao Banana 


Industry Council chairperson Rolando Denila, 
80 percent of the country's total exports came 
from provinces such as North Cotabato and 
Davao del Norte where 26 banana chip pro- 
cessing plants are located. 
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Ver said he spent almost two weeks in the 
US meeting with officials of Headwaters 
and those of its subsidiary, Headwaters 
Technology Innovation Group (HTIG), the 
owner of the direct coal liquefaction tech- 
nology, to finalize the terms and conditions 
of Headwaters’ initial funding for the pro- 


jects Step 2. 


He added that meetings were also held 
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with private equity firms, including River- 

stone Holdings LLC, in the US and in Tokyo, 

Japan to secure more funds for the project. 
Talks were likewise held with the Japan 


Bank for International Cooperation, he said. 
Upon his retum to Manila this week, he 
said H&WB would finalize its requests for * 
proposals for the supply of Philippine coal as 


feedstock for the project. 


“This would pave the way for the forging of 


fuel supply agreements. 
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talks with lenders for $500M in soft loans 


Long-term funds to enable bank to offer lower interest rates 


Philippines which has availed it- 
self of a lot of loans from multilat- 
eral lenders. 

“We want to help our clients so 
we are looking for cheaper 
sources of funds because the 
costs of deposits are too high 
now. This will lower our pass-on 
rates,” she said. 

Among the big ODA funding 
being negotiated by Landbank 
were: 5100 million from the 
World Bank to support strategic 
local development investments, 
$113 million from the World 


IM oxi 
LBP in 


By Doris C. Dumlao 
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of P908 million in the first quar- 
ter or 19 percent higher than. 
year-ago level on higher revenues" 
from loans and investments, as 
well as prudent management of 
expenses. 

Pico said Landbank was thus 
on track with its net profit target 
of P3.3 billion for this year. 

Landbank has consistently 
contributed to the national 
coffers by remitting cash and 
stock dividends. It also absorbs 
the administrative cost in- 
curred by the bank in imple. 
menting the agrarian reform! 
program using its internally 
generated funds. 


LRT, MRT report increasing ridership ae 
By Daxim L. Lucas ГІ. 552 


From page B4 

But Ruperto Cruz, 
president of the, 
Pinoy Gumising Ka 
Movement, said the 
tax perks put “at a, 
disadvantage" the re- 
tailers outside Clark, 
who pay higher tax- 


©. 
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STATE-OWNED LAND BANK OF 
the Philippines is seeking about 
$500 million in official develop- 
ment assistance from multilateral 
and bilateral lenders to boost its 
capability to offer cheaper loans. 

In a recent press briefing, 
Landbank acting president Gilda 
Pico said: "We would like to tap. 
long-term funds so we could give 
lower interest rates to our 
clients." 

She said Landbank would tap 
these ODAs to become more com- 
petitive, like fellow government 
bank Development Bank of the 


Bank in private sector develop- 
ment support for rural develop- 
ment; $150 million from Japan 
Bank for International Coopera- 
tion for agriculture enterprise de- 
velopment, and $100 million 
from the Asian Development 
Bank for regional development 
credit support. 

"We have about $500 million 
in the pipeline. These were in- 
cluded in the ODA program of 
Neda (National Economic Devel- 
opment Authority)," she said. 

The bank expects the ODA 


loans to be disbursed by the for- 
eign donors late this year or in the 
first quarter of 2007. 

Pico said Landbank, like the 
rest of the local banks, was feel- 
ing the pinch from narrowing in- 
terest rate margins. 

“Тһе Treasury bill rates have 
gone down but in order to com- 
pete in deposit-taking, interest on 
deposits went up. This narrowed 
the spreads between loans and 
deposit rates so we're trying to 
get more low-cost deposits,” she 
said. 


In the meantime, Landbank is 
also targeting to unload P2 billion 
to P3 billion worth of non-per- 
forming loans and assets by the 
year’s end as part of its continu- 
ing bid to clean up it balance 
sheet. 

As the. bank had already dis- 
posed of most of its nonperform- 
ing loans in the past, Pico said the 
bank would now focus on un- 
loading its remaining foreclosed 
assets. 

Landbank, the country's fourth 
biggest bank, posted а net profit 


GOINGS-ON 
STI to host І Ith ICT congress 


STI, AN INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 
technology educational institution, will host the 
1th ICT Professionals’ Congress, an annual 
event organized by the Philippine Computer Soci- 
ety (PCS), on June 5 to 7, 2006. 

‘Under a memorandum of agreement signed 
earlier, PCS named STI a major partner in the de- 
sign and holding of the congress. STI is а mem- 
ber of PCS, an organization with more than 700 
‘members nationwide. 

Founded in 1967, PCS is a premiere organiza- 
tion of IT professionals. 

The congress will have the theme "Wireless 
Nation: Link Up and Live It." Hundreds of IT pro- 
fessionals from both the private and government 
sectors are expected to join the event. 


Chinatrust meets standards 
PUBLICLY-LISTED Chinatrust (Philippines) Com- 
mercial Bank Corp. becomes one of the first com- 
‘mercial banks to comply with the International 
‘Accounting Standards (IAS) as its 2005 audited 
financial report released recently conformed to 
the stringent guidelines on transparency and fair 
reporting of the new accounting standards. 

IAS replaces the Generally Accepted Account- 
ing Principles (GAAP). The Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas (BSP) requires domestic banks to adopt 
the new accounting standards in their year-end 
2005 financial statements. 

Chinatrust is also taking concrete steps to 
align its practices with the prescriptions of the 
Basel ІІ framework within the time frame sug- 
ested by the regulators. Basel ! prescribes that 
banks should have enough capital for their risk- 
taking activities. 


UCPB taps TIM 


UCPB has tapped Total Information Management 
Corp. (TIM) to upgrade its business recovery in- 
frastructure in line with continuing efforts to en- 
sure uninterrupted service to customers even if a 
calamity rendered the main data center at its head 
office inoperable for along time. 

.. Using TIM'S world-class remote data replica- 
tion technology, UCPB will be able to speed up 
the activation of its backup systems in real-time. 

5 TIM's business recovery center will have a mir- 
for image of UCPB's mainframe computing plat- 
form. Every transaction data willbe captured in 
real-time in a remote site and only UCPB can ac- 
cess the records. This means that the bank's 
clients are assured that whatever happens, they 
сап continue to access their accounts, said UCPB 
first vice president for information technology 
Edgardo Diama. 

TIM isa Ніріпо-онпей IT company estab- 
lished in 1985 as a supplier of re-certified/refur- 
bished and brand-new IBM mainframes and pe- 
Fipheral equipment. Today, itis a leading technol- 
оду services company providing business recov- 
ery and continuity services and a full range of IT 
solutions for some of the country's largest enter- 
prises. 


MORE COMMUTERS RODE THE TRAINS OF 
the Light Rail Transit Authority (LRTA) in the 
first quarter of this year as rising fuel prices 
made the mass transit system a more practical 
alternative mode of transport. 

According to the LRTA, a total of 40.1 million. 
commuters rode its two train lines during the 
first three months of 2006. This represents an 
18.2-percent increase from the 33.8 million pas- 
sengers registered in the same period last year. 

The state-run service operates two train 
lines. The first —LRT-I—is a Marcos-era ele- 
vated rail service that runs from Baclaran to 
Monumento. The newer line—LRT-2—runs 
from Recto to Santolan, Pasig. 

The strong growth in LRTAS ridership fig- 
ures echoes similar results reported the other 
day by the Metro Rail Transit Corp. which op- 
erates from Pasay to North Avenue. 

MRT data showed an 11.2-percent increase. 
in ridership to 34.2 million in the first quarter, 
which officials attribute to fuel price-induced 
migration by the motoring public. 

More importantly, however, the latest data 
showed the increasing acceptance among the 
commuting public for the LRT2 service, 
which had been suffering from low ridership 
numbers since its launch a few years ago. 

The first quarter data showed a 31-percent 
increase in commuters taking the LRT-2 to 
119 million in the first quarter of the year 
from only 9.1 million passengers in the first 
three months of 2005. 

Asa result, LRT-2 collected P159.4 million 
in revenues for the period from only P121.4 


Cruz said 
Prime was also given 
the right to manage 
the nearby Bayanihan, 
Park, a public area? 
The company has re- 
habilitated the park, 
including the road 
and drainage system. 
= А there, and maintains, 
‘TWO LRT lines report 18.2-percent increase in passengers it for public use. 

Presidential Assis- 
tant for Central Lu- 
zon Renato Diaz de- 
fended SM . Prime, 
saying it was entitled 
to incentives extend- 
ed recently through 
Proclamation 1035. 

Signed by President, 
Macapagal-Arroyo in 
March, the prodama- 
ton ` placed the, 
33,765-hectare former" 
military base lands in, 
Pampanga and Tarlac, ; 
including Clark, as 
part of the area of the. 
Philippine Economic. 
Zone Authority. 

The order made 
the nearly 400 loca». 
tors in Clark entitled 
to incentives. 

The proclamation 
is an interim solution" 
as Congress works out. 
the passage of House , 
Bill 4900, which 
grants tax amnesty to. 
locators from 1992 up 
to 2005, and HB 
4901, which proposes 
to amend Republic 
Act 7227 or the base. 
conversion law to ex- 
empt Clark locators 
fom regular taxes, 
Diaz said. 


PREPARATIONS FOR 12TH ASEAN SUMMIT US roadshows 
Mandaue City undergoes urban facelift for property 


million in the same period of last year. 

Ontop of rising fuel costs, the Department of 
Transportation and Communications (DOTC) 
believes that commuters have become more 
conscious of the value of their time and are, 
thus, taking the faster rail service instead of 
driving through traffic in their private vehicles. 

“You save more time compared to the time 
consumed if you take the bus or your own 
car" Assistant Secretary Roberto R. Cas- 
tafiares said. 

The older LRT-1 also reported a more than 
14-percent increase in ridership during the 


period. In the first quarter it ferried a total of 
28.1 million passengers compared to 24.6 
million in the same period of last year. 

Tts revenues for the period rose to P405.9 
million from P353.5 million in the first quar- 
ter of 2005. 

LRTA made P565.3 million in the first quar- 
ter of 2006 compared to only P474.9 million. 
іп the same period last year, representing а 
19-percent increase. 

Despite this, the company continues to lose 
money and is still heavily subsidized by the 
government. 


First Gen expanding generation capacity 


By Abigail L. Ho 


pand its operations. 

"It is First Gen's intention to 
participate in the privatization 
program and acquire select as- 
sets that have the most competi- 
tive prices, as well as potential 
for expansion,” he said. 

He said First Gen was particu- 
larly interested in coal-fired, hydro 
and geothermal power plants as 
these were "quite competitive." 

Assets that the company was 
preparing to bid for included the 
100-MW Pantabangan and 12- 
MW Masiway hydropower facil- 
ities in Nueva Ecija, as well as 
the 660-MW — Tiwi-MakBan 
geothermal facilities, he said. 

First Gen, he said, had already 


visited these plants, along with headed. 
many other facilities. It also had He said that with certain 
studied data related to them. | structural changes now taking 
“First Gen actively conducted place іп the industry, "it is ex- 
market analysis, due diligence, pected that the long-standing 
and investment evaluation of a delays to the privatization pro- 
number of Napocor power gram will come to an end, with 
plants,” he said. assets up for privatization being 
"As the months pass, we ex- sold in 2006 and 2007 under 
pect PSALM to make faster competitive terms.” 
progress іп the privatization ef- Арап from bidding for some 
fort. They have secured the con- Napocor plants, he said First Gen 
sents of creditors to sell and was also currently doing studies 
transfer certain assets, and they on how to boost the capacity of 
have partly responded to calls to its existing gas plants, the 1,000- 
help reduce market risk, settle MW Sta. Rita and фе 500-MW 
land issues, and improve fuel San Lorenzo, through the instal- 
supply agreements. We hope lation of inlet air-cooling tech- 
they make even more progress,” nology. 


LOPEZ-OWNED FIRST GEN 
Corp. is aiming at expanding its 
installed generating capacity by 
1,700 megawatts (MW) in the 
next five years. 

This is to be done either 
through the expansion of exist- 
ing facilities or the acquisition of 
National Power Corp. plants 
that will be auctioned off. 

Peter Garrucho, First Gen vice 
chair and chief executive, said 
the Power Sector Assets and Lia- 
bilities Management Corp.'s 
(PSALM) efforts to privatize 
Napocor assets presented First 
Gen with an opportunity to ex- 


By Raquel P. Gomez 


MANDAUE CITY IN CEBU province, 
said to be just the "bridge city" connect- 
ing highly commercialized cities of La- 
pu Lapu and Cebu, is currently under- 
going a major urban facelift as part of 
preparations for its hosting of the 12th 
Asean Summit in December. 

Under a major urban renewal pro- 
gram, the city will construet the P250- 
million Cebu International Convention 
Center (CICC), which will be the venue 
of the Asean Summit. Itis also planning 
fo develop a 180-hectare reclaimed 

operty fronting Cebu harbor into a 
ey central business district. 


New growth center 

. Envisioned as the next growth center 
in Cebu, the South Reclamation Area, 
when fully developed, will have com- 
fnercial, institutional and tourism 
hubs, luxury residential enclaves, and a 
leisure and recreation destination with 
іп esplanade and an amphitheater for 
shopping, dining and entertainment. 

1 The project, which is one of the 
largest private reclamation projects in 
the country, was estimated to cost Р90 
billion. It will be done by ЕЕ Cruz & Co. 
Inc, which is also Mandaue City's joint 
venture partner in this undertaking. 
The city’s share of the reclaimed area is 
30 percent. 

* Aside from the state-of-the-art con- 
vention center, other ongoing develop- 
ments in the area include the new cam- 
pus of Cebu Doctors University, the Се- 
bu Boardwalk, which is a multi-use de- 


velopment that features a marina and 
the Taft IT Zone (a district for IT com- 
panies). A call center facility has al- 
ready been completed in this section. 


Jica funding 
The proposed Cebu Intemational 
Trade and Exhibition Center (Citex) has 
been endorsed by the National Economic 
Development Authority to Japan Intema- 
tional Cooperation Agency for funding. 
Mandaue City Mayor Teddy Ouano 
says a numb of investors have ex- 
pressed interest in investing 
projects in th А Korean group 
Plans to put up a Korean town 
the vicinity of the 
and anothe 
mall with 
With the 
Asean summit here, the city 
nite 


convention center 
investor plans to put up а 
hotel. 

scheduled holding of the 
1 defi 

be promoted, 
Finally, people h 
potential of this ci 
now foresee th 
being an in 
portant commercial 


says Ouano. 
ve recognized the 

says Ouano. “I 
city graduating from 
ustrialized area into an im. 
id business dis. 


trict or Cebu's new economic driver.” 
Ouano says the city has big plans for 
CICC, which із Mandaue City's flagship 
project that will be inaugurated in Octo- 
ber. For one, the convention center with 
its elaborate and imposing design fea- 
turing a helipad and spacious trade ex- 
hibit arenas, will showcase the city dur- 
ing the Asean Summit. Ounao's vision 
for Mandaue City is for the city to be 
‘come the “convention capital of Asi 
Currently, Mandue City's economy is 
ven by 10,000 micro, small, medium, 


AN 
ARTISTS 
perspective 
of the Cebu 
International 
Convention 
Center, 
which is 
scheduled for 
completion 
in October. 


OUNAO 


and large enterprises. The city accounts 
for 40 percent of the total exports in the 
furniture sector. The city is also home 
to manufacturing plants of big compa: 
nies such as San Miguel Corp., Coca 
Cola Bottling Co. and Shemberg, the 
country's number one exporter of car 


sector launched 


PHILIPPINE AMBASSADOR TO THE US AL- 
bert del Rosario announced that the embassy 
in Washington, D.C., together with designat- 
ed Philippine Consulates, will launch an ini- 
tial roadshow this May to further promote the 
country’s real estate and property develop- 
‘ment sector in the American market. à 

The roadshow will cover Honolulu, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago, New York 
and Washington, D.C. 

‘The participating developers include Ayala 
Land, Britanny, Burgundy Realty, Cityland 
Development, Crown Asia, Daiichi Properties, 
Federal Land, Filinvest Land, Lakeshore Mar- 
keting, Landco Pacific, Ledesco Development, 
Megaworld Intl, Pacific Concord and Tagay- 
tay Pacific Heights. 

Del Rosario said "this program would serve 
the three-fold purpose of boosting foreign in- 
vestments, increasing remittance inflows to 
the Philippines and demonstrating the contin- 
wing confidence of the Filipino-American 
community in our economy and national 
leadership.” 

The envoy said enhancing the real estate" 
and property development sector would һауе 
a significant multiplier effect on the entire. 
Philippine economy. By tapping the Filipino- 
American market, this program will further 
improve the levels of remittance inflows go- 
ing through the formal channels of the finan- 
cial system. 

Del Rosario said, “our ongoing campaign to 
increase remittances which President Maca: 
pagal-Arroyo had launched in the US resulted. 
ina 31-percent increase in remittances, or 60° 
percent of total remittances for 2005." 


» 
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Teves urge 


By Michelle V. Remo 


FINANCE SECRETARY MARGAR- 
ito Teves has urged visiting Lon- 
don Mayor Alderman David 
Brewer to encourage British firms 
to invest in build-operate-trans- 
fer projects in the Philippines. 

In a conference last Friday on 
public-private partnership where 
Brewer was a guest, Teves noted 
that the Philippines needed more 
investors from the private sector, 
particularly in infrastructure de- 
‘velopment projects. 

Given the Philippine govern- 
men’s fiscal problem, Teves said, 
it could not immediately comply 
with the World Banks recom- 
mendation to increase the coun- 
пуз infrastructure spending to at 
least 5 percent of gross domestic 
product. 

The World Bank has said mid- 
dleincome countries like the 
Philippines should increase their 
infrastructure spending to meet 
their ideal economic growth. 

*"However our fiscal con- 
straints result in infrastructure 
spending well below this bench- 
mark,” he said. 


key 


spending 


та). 


Ерїга. 


stands at only about 3 percent of 
the country's GDP 

Teves told Brewer that the 
Philippines provides an environ- 
ment suited for government-pri- 
vate sector partnerships, citing 
the existing Build-Operate-Trans- 
fer (BOT) Law and the Electric 
Power Industry Reform Act (Ері- 


He said there had already 
been quite a number of success- 
ful infrastructure projects done 
іп partnership between the pri- 
vate sector and the government, 
as aided by the BOT Law and the 


Teves reported that as of 


public-pri- 


lion. 


infrastructure 
in the Philippines 


percent. 


investors from Lon- 
don. 

Teves said other 
investment — areas 
‘where the Philippine 
government was 
looking for private 
sector partners in- 
clude toll roads, ai 
ports, rural electrifi- 
cation, water supply 
and rail transport. 

To boost efforts in 


Sun Cellular seeks partner 
in Malaysia, report says 


KUALA LUMPUR—PHILIPPINE PHONE FIRM 
Sun Cellular has approached two Malaysian 
telecommunications companies in its search 
for a strategic partner to help grow its busi- 
ness, a Malaysian financial weekly reported. 

‘Sun Cellular, which is owned by Digital 
Telecommunications Ine., has talked to state- 
controlled Telekom Malaysia and Malaysia's 
biggest mobile phone firm, Maxis Communi- 
cations Bhd, The Edge reported citing un- 
named sources. 

Telekom's overseas investment arm, 
Telekom Malaysia International, was consid- 
ering a proposal from Sun Cellular, the report 
said. 

Digital Telecommunications was not іште- 
diately available for comment. 

"Telekom Malaysia International chief exec- 
utive officer Yusof Annuar Yaacob and Maxis 
Communications both declined to comment. 

“Suri Cellular is looking for a partner to 
help it compete and grow its share in the 
Philippine market, which is dominated by two 


Gov't not using enough 
coco-diesel, group says 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO--ONLY 
about 5 percent of government 
agencies are using coco-diesel (co- 
conut methyl ester or CME) de- 
spite an order by President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo for the public sector 
to use biofuel, an advocate said 
here recently. 

"Some local governments аге 
also not even aware [of Ms Ar- 
royo's Memorandum Circular No. 
55]," said Vic Milan of the Ka- 
likasan Vigilante at the end of the. 
government sponsored Clean Air 
Caravan that toured seven 
province starting May 3. 

The circular, signed by Ms 
Arroyo on Feb. 9, 2004, direct- 
ed "all departments, bureaus, 
offices and instrumentalities 
of the government, including 
government-owned and con- 
trolled corporations to incor- 
porate the use of 1 percent by 
volume CME in their diesel re- 
quirements.” 

It was issued in line with the 
Department of Energy Act of 
1991 (Republic Act 7638) and 
Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999 
(RA 8749). 

Josephine Mangila of the En- 
ergy and Clean Air Project, а 
program of the United States 
Agency for International Devel- 
opment, could not confirm Mi- 
lan's estimates, saying the De- 
partment of Energy has yet to is- 
sue a report on the compliance 
rate, 

According to the DOE, CME is 
made from coconut oil and thus 
could benefit 3.5 million co- 
conut farmers and 20 million 
Filipinos dependent on the co- 
conut industry. 

Carlos Palad, public infor- 
mation officer of the Chemrez 
Inc. Philippines, one of two 
government-accredited coco- 
diesel manufacturing compa- 
nies, said “a lot of government 
offices are still dragging their 
feet on the use of alternative 
fuels." 

"According to the Presidents 
circular, CME blended with 
petroleum diesel fuel “can re- 


engines. 


retailers. 


not.” 


Luzon. 


what he called “resistance com- 
ing from the negative view that 
coconut is inferior, which it is 


Coco-diesel has registered a 
“dramatic increase” in sales in 
Cagayan, Isabela and Nueva 
Vizcaya, according to the CJ Fer- 
nandez Enterprises, the sole dis- 
tributor in Northern and Central 


Sales in the three provinces av- 
eraged about 2,000 liters month- 
ly, coming largely from operators 
of cargo trailers, trucks and bus- 
es, said Bobilito Bato, the distrib- 
шогу manager. Tonette Orejas, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


other players,” the report quoted a source as 
sayin 

Philippine mobile phone penetration is cur- 
rently around 38 percent. Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co. accounts for around 
59 percent of the mobile phone market while 
Globe Telecom accounts for about 39 per- 
cent. 

Sun Cellular has a market share of less than 
5 percent, the Edge report said. 

Sales growth in the Philippine telecommu- 
mications market has been slowing, after 
rapidly adding subscribers over the past six 
years, and firms have been focusing on cost- 
cutting and targeted marketing to prop up 
profits and attract new customers. 

Malaysia's Telekom and Maxis are both ex- 
panding abroad to densely populated Asian 
nations such as India and Indonesia, where 
fewer people own cell phones. 

Official data shows Malaysia's mobile pen- 
etration should hit 85 percent within four 
years from 74 percent in 2005. | Reuters 


duce harmful emissions such as 
carbon particulates and green- 
house gases thereby improving 
air quality and at the same time 
improving the performance of 


Citing road trials and other 
tests, Chemrez said a 1-percent 
blend of CME could extend a ve- 
hicle's mileage by 25 percent. 
Palad said the sales of the 
company's brand, BioActiv, have 
“rapidly picked up” since Au- 
gust 2005 through tie-ups with 


Flying V now sells the pre- 
blend product in 44 stations from. 
just five outlets in 2005. 

Flying У earlier disclosed plans 
to invest in more pumps selling 
alternative fuels, hoping to in- 
crease the share of cocodiesel to 
as much as 40 percent of total 
diesel sales this year. 

Flying V chair Ramon Villavi- 
cencio earlier said biodiesel in 
2005 accounted for between 15 
and 20 percent of the ой firm's to- 
tal diesel sales. 

Petron, on the other hand, 
started selling the product in 
February 2006. 

Coco-diesel, Palad said, is be- 
ginning to be used іл the shipping 
industry, especially in General 
Santos City. 

BioActiv sells for P7145 per 
500-milliliter bottle. 

Palad said the coco-diesel in- 
dustry continues to be snagged by 


March, the aggregate costs of 
projects undertaken by the gov- 
ernment in tandem with the pri- 
vate sector had reached $19.7 bil- 


Of the amount, he said power- 
related projects accounted for 
48.2 percent, while environment- 
related ones comprised 39.75 


The finance chief likewise told 
Brewer about the Philippine gov- 
ernment's efforts to privatize the 
assets of the National Power 
Corp., hoping the British official 
could bring this news to potential 


PHILIPPINE DAILY П 


m 2222. BUSINESS 


to invest in RP BOT projects 


London mayor asked to encourage British companies 


"Consequently, 
vate partnerships have become 
and remain viable options for 
infrastructure develop- 
ment," Teves said in a speech 
during the conference, orga- 
nized by members of the local 
business community and the 
British Embassy. 
Currently, 


on last Friday's opening of the, 
seminar on public-private part! 
nerships. 

Like the Philippine govern- 
ment, the UK government also in 
tends to boost cross-country part: 
nership between public and pri- 
vate sectors to for potential in- 
vestment activities. 

‘The UK government is also in’ 
search of foreign companies that 
can potentially invest in its coun- 


search for private-sector part- 
ners in infrastructure develop- 
ment, the government has re- 
cently created the Philippine In- 
frastructure Corp. (PIC), whose 
main task is to scout for possible 
investors. 

The PIC is likewise mandated 
to monitor the progress of ongo- 
ing BOT projects, and recom- 
mend and advocate policy re- 
forms needed to create an envi- 
ronment more conducive for pri- 
vate-sector investment. 

The creation of the PIC is in 
line with the Philippines govern- 


ments plan to gradually increase 
public sector spending on infras- 
tructure. 

To move the pump-priming 
plan forward, the government 
said it was allotting this year 30 
percent of the: proceeds of the 
new VAT law for additional in- 
frastructure-related projects. 

Brewers visit to the Philip- 
pines came with the ongoing pro- 
gram of the United Kingdom gov- 
ernment to seek foreign compa- 
mies that can help boost inter- 
country trade. 

He delivered a keynote speech 


Brewer, who was deputy presi 
dent of the Insurance Institute of 
London prior to his current рові: 
tion, paid a visit to officials of the 
Philippines Stock Exchange and 
ofthe Department of Finance. 


С Eamashigh as 
12% interest per year 

СЯ With monthly payment of 
interest TAX-FREE 

СЯ Secure a loan with your 
deposit as collateral 

KZ For only Php 25,000 
minimum deposit 


Interest rates: 
*25T-99T = 10% pa. 
*100T-499T =105% pa. 
*500T-999T =11%pa. 
*1M-4999M = 11.5% pa. 
*5M&up =12%ра, 


AA BANK. 


AMA Rural Bank of Mandaluyong, Inc. 


53 Years of Banking Service 
HEAD OFFICE Tels: 533-4024 * 533-8244 * 533-4022 * 535-9394 * 535-9391 * 534-7562 
BRANCHES Bacoor Tels: 529-8870 * (046) 417-3541, (046) 417-6373, Telefax: (046) 417-3483 * Pasig Tels: 
642-8704, 642-6885, Telefax: 643-7133 * Baliuag Tels: (044) 766-7905, Telefax: (044) 673-3214” San Fernando 
Tels: (045) 961-6015, (045) 963-1056, (045) 861-2618, Telefax: (045) 961-6014 * Cainta Tels: 655-9068, 
Telefax: 248-0209 * San Pablo Tels: (049) 562-7796, (049) 562-7756, Telefax: 520-6018 * Calamba Tels: (049) 
545-6552, (049) 834-0619, Telefax: (049) 834-1890 * Tayug (Pangasinan) Tels: (075) 572-2454, (075) 572-2031; 
"Telefax: (075) 572-2453 * Morong Tels: 691-6551, 691-5533, 653-0175, Telefax: 653-0170 

MEMBER: PDIC. Deposits insured up to 250,000 per depositor. 


Panasonic 


ideas for life 


Plain Paper 


KX-FASTE 

ink Film (70m) 

"Рат used for 
JOCFPS62 and KX-FM386 


Automatic Paper Cutter. 


The high performing fax machine. 
No wonder people choose Panasonic. 


Thermal 


-FAB3E Toner Cartridge 
er used for KX-FL512 


ج 


png КХ-ҒАВ4Е Drum Unit 


"Drum unit used for KX-FL512 


/ KX-FL512. / 


Eum 


Document Feeder 


30 sheets. 10 sheets | 10 sheets | lO sheets | 20 sheets 


Navigator Key 


'64-Level Наћопе 


Сору Speed. 


4PPM 4 PPM 4 PPM 16 PPM 


Digital Speaker Phone. g 0 


Document Memory 


28 pages (man) | 28 pages (max) | 28 pages (тах) [170 pages (max) 


Digital Answering System е е 


Sequential Broadcast 


Эбъсшйов [_бюсаюв | So locations | 20 localions 


Printer Function. 


‘Scanner Function 


PC Fax 


*Caller-ID Read 


Dial Lock Function . 


“Солег4О subscription required. Features and design are subjoct to changa without pror notes. 


For dealer referrals, please call: Panasonic Philippines (Sales Division of PMPC) 1 
Tel. Nos. 899-4595 to 98 • Fax No. 897-4558 - Email Address: pmpc. systemsales@ph.panasonic.com 


sa ange 


US consumer mood dips as gas rates 


CHICAGO—CONSUMER OPTI- 
mism in the United States buckled 
in May to its lowest since Hurri- 
cane Katrina, a survey showed on 
Friday, hit by $3 per gallon gaso- 
line, rising mortgage interest rates 
and a souring political climate. 
Earlier, the government of- 
fered some positive news on the 
economy as the US trade deficit 
narrowed unexpectedly in March 
based on a surge in export de- 
mand—but rising import prices 
kept alive jitters about inflation. 
The University of Michigan's 
closely watched sentiment sur- 
vey slumped to 79.0 in May 
from April's final 87.4, far be- 
low the median Wall Street 


forecast for a reading of 86.1. 


impact of rising gasoline prices and 
the low approval ratings of Presi- 
dent Bush,” said Asha Bangalore, 
‘economist at Northern Trust Co. 

The report stirred worries that 
many Americans will stay away 
from the shopping malls over the 
next few months as they spend 
more to fill up their cars—al- 
though the link between con- 
sumer sentiment and actual 
spending is often tenuous. 

“If sentiment stays at this lev- 
elit might even decline fur- 
ther— you should expect a serious 
slowing in second quarter and third 
quarter consumption,” said lan 
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lowest: 
month; 


survey 
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Video game console 
wars reach climax 


LOS ANGELES--AFTER YEARS 
of promises and high expecta- 
tions, consumers will finally be 
able to purchase next-generation 
video game consoles as the indus- 
туз painful transition to the lat- 
est technology comes to an end 
later this year. 

In the fall, Sony Corp’s 
PlayStation З and Nintendo Co.'s 
Wii systems are expected to join 
Microsoft Corp.'s Xbox 360 on 
store shelves—a relief to game 
publishers who have seen sales 
plummet as consumers waited in 
recent months for the latest gear. 

But as the hype is replaced by 
actual gaming systems, the latest 
“console wars” will enter a new 
phase, potentially shifting the 
balance of an industry whose to- 
tal sales top Hollywood's domes- 
tic box office receipts. 

During this week's Electronic 
Entertainment Expo in Los Ange- 
les, the big three console makers 
gave ап important glimpse into 
the future—and further fueled 
questions about which maker will 
come up on top. 

Will Sony's current domi- 
nance continue with its 
PlayStation 3 or will its high 
price tag send fans looking else- 
where? Will Microsofts early 
release of its Xbox 360 snag it 
more market share? Or will the 
intuitive remote control that's 
offered with Nintendo's Wi 


Saudi Arabia 
replaces 
regulator 


RIYADH—SAUDI ARABIA ON 
Friday replaced its chief stock 
market regulator, who had drawn 
fire for his handling of a crash that 
in three months halved the value 
of the Arab world's largest bourse. 

State television announced 
King Abdullah's decree naming 
Z - Abdelrahman al-Tuweijri as the 

2 new head of the Capital Market 

& Authority. 

f= |< Tuweijr replaces Jammaz al- 

ip ` Suhaimi, a controversial figure 

V. < who tried to stamp his authority 
on a market that is notoriously 

opaque and volatile. Іп the pro- 
cess, he found himself аг he cen- 
дег of the confidence crisis that 
has swept the bourse. 
Тимеј, the head of the 
Supreme Economic Council, a 
ајог policymaking body, said 

“restoring confidence would be a 

“priority after a crash that has 
~ hammered retail investors, many 

- "of whom had borrowed heavily to 

{22 invest in stocks. 

(22.2 "The decline in blue-chip 

| Stocks has caused distress, which 

dc as affected millions of citizens," 
(2; “he said on Saudi-owned Al Ara- 
[E "Biya television. 

fz 22 “I hope to see organized and 


E 


(А “Balanced trading where the CMA 
1 "plays its desired role, which in- 
(2. spires confidence.” 
[Eb Turkî Fadak, an analyst at the 
K$ Saudi Economic Association, said 
E^ "Su unpopularity іп some 
le? : circles was not the primary rea- 
on for the change. 
|t; "(The appointment) stems 
iP. з from the desire of the leadership 
fee “to bring somebody with a solid 
ji . economic background like Tuwei- 
ү; ` Jri," he said. 
"There was no immediate com- 
ment from Suhaimi, who blamed 
“many of the ills of the stock mar- 
ket on the wealthy speculators 


7: "who dominate the bourse. 


с” His attempts to clean up the 
222 z market saw him hailed as a re- 
12: “former in some quarters and vili- 
“fied for ham-handed tactics in 

° others. Reuters 


prove to be the greatest draw? 

On the exhibition floor, at 
least, Nintendo's sprawling booth. 
appeared to be the hit of the 
show. Throngs of attendees 
crowded in lines that snaked 
around the Los Angeles Conven- 
tion Center in order to get a first 
чу at Wii games. 

But Colin Sebastian, an analyst 
with Lazard Capital Markets, said 
he was particularly impressed 
with the inroads Microsoft has 
made in an industry Sony domi- 
nated with its PlayStation 2. He 
predicted Microsoft and Sony 
each grabbing 40 percent of the 
next-generation market, with 
Nintendo keeping a strong hold 
on the remaining 20 percent. 

In the more distant future, the 
video game business will only im- 
prove, predicted Doug Lowen- 
stein, president of the Entertain- 
ment Software Association, 
which organizes ЕЗ. 

“Тһе truth is its not terribly 
important how many units of 
hardware and software are sold 
in 2006,” Lowenstein said. “Don't 
get me wrong--it is important to 
individual companies--but it is 
less important for the industry 
collectively. The real issue is how 
this year positions the industry 
for the future. That is, after all, 
what transitions are all about.” 

And in that regard, most see а 
lot of opportunity. AP 


now 


Shepherdson, chief US economist 
“The sharp decline reflects the with High Frequency Economics. 


ricane Katrina. Both elements of the 
report—current conditions and ex- 
pectations—tumbled based on а 


cial well-being 
sonably well, but expectations on. 


looking pretty harmful for con- 
sumers," said Richard Пеу, senior 
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Michigan reading was the 
since 1993, excluding a one- 
plunge in October after Hur- The report was 
eral Reserve will 


of about 500 households. 

median inflation expecta- 
lso rose, suggesting that 
dents were worried about 
prices eroding their finan- 


creases in June 


cmd се 
security is holding up rea- 


g, stocks and gasoline are 


AMAN plays the. 


video game 


Yakuza by Sega 
while talking on his 
cell phone at the 
2006 Electronic 
Entertainment. 
Expoat the Los 


Angeles 


Convention 


Center. The next- 
generation video 
game consoles are 


up for grabs 


as the industry's 
painful transition 


tothelatest 


technology comes 


toanend. 


economist, North America, at 
BNP Paribas in New York. "Under- 
neath the surface, 
confidence) is pretty brittle." 


ideas on Wall Street that the Fed- 
two-year run of interest rate in- 


slowdown in economic growth 
from the torrid first-quarter pace. 

‘The housing sector—notable now 
for stagnant prices and bulging in- 


‘Analysts suspect extremely low 
job approval rates for US Presi- 
dent George W. Bush are also eat- 
ing into confidence. A new Harris 
Interactive poll on Friday in The 


Wall Street Journal 


(consumer 
from 35 percent in April. 
consistent with 
end its almost. 


to brace for a 
to lead the way. 


oil import volumes. 


tral America. 


showed Bush's job approval rat- 
ing fell to a new low of29 percent 


Earlier, the Commerce Depart- 
ment said record high exports 
pushed the US trade deficit down 
to $62 billion in March, its lowest 
since August and a second 
straight month of narrowing. 

Wall Street analysts had ex- 
pected the gap to widen to about 
$67 billion on the back of higher 


US exports of $114.7 billion in 
March included record shipments 
to Canada, Mexico, the European 
Union, China and South and Cen- 
Reuters 
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bite China sees 


need to 
raise key 
rates anew 


BEUING—CHINA NEEDS TO 
tighten policy further by raising 
interest rates again, increasing 
banks reserve requirements and 
permitting а more flexible ex- 
change rate, an influential gov- 
ernment economist said on Sat- 
urday. 

The People's Bank of China 
(PBOC) raised iis benchmark one- 
year lending rate for the first time in 
18 months on April 27, to 5.85 per- 
cent from 5.58 percent, after annu- 
al economic growth accelerated in 
the first quarter to 10.2 percent. 

The central bank also instruct- 
ed banks to rein in credit, while 
the National Development and 
Reform Commission (NDRC), the 
top planning agency, reinforced 
curbs on investment in a clutch of 
sectors suffering excess capacity. 

Ba Shusong, vice head of the fi 
nancial research institute at the 
Development Research Center, a 
think-tank under the State Coun- 
cil, China's cabinet, said the rate 
rise had had only an announce- 
ment effect and no real impact on 
the economy. 

"The measures taken by the gov- 
ernment are only a first step. [expect 
more tightening measures in the fu- 
ture," he told a financial forum. 

Ba said the impact of the in- 
crease in borrowing costs would 
be limited because of the growing 
financing role played by China's 
capital markets and because big 
banks are now well capitalized 
and so are in a good position to 
lend more. 

He said excess liquidity was at 
the root of all China's economic 
problems. This had led the PBOC 
to keep its benchmark one-year 
deposit rate unchanged at 2.25 
percent, in order to deter capital 
inflows that add to the excess liq- 

y even as it raised its lending 

o cool investment. 

These two actions were contra- 
dictory, Ba argued. The answ 

he suggested, was to combine ih- 
creased interest rates and higher 
reserve requirements to deter 
lending with a more flexible ex- 
change rate. Reuters 
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In US, private economic indicators face uphill battle 


NEW YORK—SEEKING ACCEPTANCE 
for vast stores of data is an old game on 
‘Wall Street, and more and more compa- 
nies are touting their information on the 
US economy as vital to anyone with a dol- 
lar to invest. 

The latest to join the fray are US payroll 
giant ADP and credit-card provider Mas- 
terCard, which say they provide the 


GM to end production of gas-guzzler 


DETROIT—GET READY TO SAY 
goodbye to the Hummer НІ, the 
hulking, gas-guzzling status symbol 
that has attracted celebrities and 
off-road enthusiasts but has drawn 
the ire of environmentaliss. 

General Motors Corp. said Fri- 
day that the 2006 model year will 
be the last for the H1, which was 
based on the military's Humvee. 

"It's a reflection of where we're 
going with the Hummer brand," 
Hummer general manager Mar- 
tin Walsh said of the decision. 
“The Hummer DNA still resides in 
the Humvee. ... It will always be 
the core from where we come.” 

GM expects the last Н15 to Бе 
built next month. 

Walsh said Hummer plans to 
focus on models with broader ap- 
peal instead of the niche-market 
НІ. Since taking over the Hum- 
mer name in 2000, GM has intro- 


duced the still hefty H2 and а A 2006 Hummer НІ Alpha 


midsize НЗ sport utility vehic! 
AP 


sharpest view of employment and the re- 
tail sector, respectively. 

Both collect huge amounts of data on 
payrolls and spending trends, and are pro- 
moting their reports as reliable previews of 
government data that are released days 
later 

But economists have given a somewhat 
lukewarm reception to this new genera- 


shown on a dealership lot in Troy, 
Mich. The 2006 model year will be the last for the Hummer НІ. 


tion of economic reports. 

Given their brief history and sample 
sizes smaller than those of government fig- 
ures, analysts say the new data may be 
useful for those compiling their own fore- 
casts, but may take a while to gain the lofty 
status attained by such private indicators 
as the 60-year-old University of Michigan 
consumer-sentiment survey—the grand- 


daddy of nongovernment economic re- 
ports. 

Companies such as ADP and Master- 
Card hope to provide indicators that 
will reliably preview government eco- 
nomic readings, move financial markets 
and perhaps command hefty fees from 
players who seek an information edge. 

Reuters 


ATM glitch causes woes 


at world’s biggest bank 


‘TOKYO—A COMPUTER SYSTEM 
glitch caused ATM troubles at the 
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ af- 
fecting transactions early Satur- 


day. 


The trouble began at around 
1:17 a.m. (1617 GMT) Saturday 
rejecting online and ATM transac- 
tions, but the glitch has been 
fixed by around 9 a.m. (2400 
GMT), the world's largest bank 


saidina statement. 


It said that a hard-disk trouble 
of the company's host computer 
may have caused the problem, 
but the company is still investi- 


gating. 


Xyodo News agency said that 
the trouble affected some 21,000 
ATMs—2,000 at bank branches 
and 19,000 installed at conve- 
nience stores—and the bank re- 
ceived about 3,600 reports in 
which users said they were un- 


» 


able to withdraw cash. 

The bank debured in January 
as the world's biggest bank by as- 
sets, following the merger be- 
tween Mitsubishi Tokyo Financial 
Group Inc. and UFJ Holdings Inc. 

Last week, the bank an- 
nounced that it would invest 
some 180 million dollars in the 
Bank of China, becoming the first 
Japanese bank to take a share in a 
Chinese counterpart, a report 
said on Saturday. 

The Bank of Tokyo Mitsubishi 
UFJ will take the Chinese bank's 
shares when the Bank of China 
lists in Hong Kong next month, 
the Asahi Shimbun said, without 
citing its sources. 

‘Tokyo Mitsubishi will take less 
than one percent of the Bank of 
China. It also hopes to form oper- 
ational tie ups with the Chinese 
bank, the Asahi said. AR AFP 


US to extend oversight of Microsoft until late '09 


WASHINGTON—CITING MICROSOFT 
Corp.'s lapses under a landmark antitrust 
settlement, the Justice Department last 
week said that it wants to extend by two 
years its oversight of some of the compa- 
nys business practices until at least 
November 2009. 

Microsoft has already agreed to the 
lengthier scrutiny by the department and 
17 states under a proposal that still must 
be approved by a US judge. The company 
has struggled with a key provision in (һе 
2002 antitrust settlement requiring it 10 
disclose to its competitors sensitive details 


about some of its software. 

Government lawyers said they were pre- 
pared to extend oversight of Microsoft's 
business activities through 2012 if they 
deem it necessary. 

In court papers fled last week, they de- 
scribed Microsofts efforts under parts of the 
settlement as "disappointing" and “not very 
encouraging,” but they also said Microsofts 
failures were neither willful nor systematic. 

Ifthe longer term is eventually approved by 
the judge, the US court battle against Microsoft 
would stretch to at least 11 years--ihe age ofa 
middle schooler— before it concludes. 


During that period, Microsoft will have 
sold at least five generations of its flagship 
Windows software. At the same time, Google 
Inc. has emerged as one of Microsofts biggest 
rivals, iPods and Blackberries have revolu- 
tionized portable gadgets and technology ex- 
ecutives have made and lost billions. 
Lawyers said there was little chance 
US District Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly 
would reject the proposed extension be- 
cause she has expressed concerns in ге- 
cent years about Microsoft complying 
with that part of the sertlement, which 
she has described as among its most im- 


portant requirements, 

Microsoft's top lawyer, Brad Smith, said 
the extension was “an important step" and 
gives the company time to finish technical 
documents that describe the inner work- 
ings of its software, 

Government lawyers said Microsofts 
earlier efforts were so dismal even the 
company agreed it needed to “reset” the 
program. 

‘The top Justice Department lawyer on 
the case promised the government will 
vigorously enforce the antitrust settle- 
ment. AP 
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Bausch & Lomb shares nosedive as US confirms 16 more cases of infection 


CHICAGO—US HEALTH OFFICIALS 
have now confirmed 16 more cases of a 
rare fungal infection that prompted 
Bausch & Lomb Inc. to halt sales of a 
product and sent its shares into a nose- 
dive. 


WASHINGTON—EVEN THOUGH US IMPORT 
prices, excluding pumped up energy costs, 
were almost flat last month, experts warn poli- 
cy-makers not to ignore the inflationary im- 
pact ofa falling dollar. 

‘The dollar has fallen 6 percent against a basket 
of the world’s “major” currencies since March, ac- 
cording to a Federal Reserve index monitoring 
the dollar against the euro, yen, sterling plus 
Canadian, Swiss, Australian and Swedish units. 

‘The dollar had risen against most freely 
traded currencies through much of 2005 as 
the Fed steadily nudged up interest rates, but 
Jost steam as the year ebbed. And analysts say 
the dollar now looks set to resume its steep 
decline of the 2002-2004 period—when it 
lost some 30 percent during those years. 

On the Fed’s “major currency” index, it is 
now less than one percent from its lowest 
point in the post-1973 floating exchange rate 
period. That low was in April 1995, and one 
which prompted concerted central bank in- 
tervention from the Group of Seven industrial 
powers to lift the sliding greenback. 

The dollar has also fallen some 4 percent since 
the start of April against the Fed's broadest bas- 
ket of currencies of America's biggest trading 
partners, including China and emerging Asia. 

But, although the dollars impact on import 
prices has been remarkably muted in recent 
years, some economists say this benign period 
of low, so-called “pass-through” may be ending. 

"Further significant dollar weakness at this 
juncture likely would escalate both inflation ex- 
pectations and, courtesy of rising import prices, 
inflation itself” said Richard Bemer, chief US 
economist at Morgan Stanley That would mean 
the Fed still has more work to do.” 

Berner was referring to speculation the Fed 
may pause in its long campaign of rate rises 
after hiking its benchmark rate a quarter per- 
centage point to 5 percent last week. 

Economists have marveled for years at the 
relatively muted impact of recent currency fluc- 
tuations on industrial countries import prices 
and consumer inflation over the past decade. 

"Traditionally a falling dollar would boost 
the dollar price of imports from Europe or 
Japan, for example, as firms adjusted бла 
prices to reflect exchange rate movements. 


OFW... seen 


seas workers resulting іп а better capture of 
OFW remittances,” Tetangco said. 

The bulk of foreign exchange remittances con- 
tinued to come from the United States, Saudi 
Arabia, Italy Japan, Hong Kong, the United King- 
dom, the United Arab Emirates and Singapore. 

‘The continued deployment of Filipino work- 
ers abroad also helped sustain the level of re- 
mittances during the quarter, Tetangco said. 

He cited data from the Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration showing that 
the total number of workers deployed abroad 
rose to 267,985 in the first quarter from 
266,931 in the comparable quarter last year. 

The number of sea-based workers in- 
creased by 10.8 percent to 68,320, offsetting 
the 2.7-percent decline in the total number of 
deployed land-based workers to 199,665. 

The OFW remittance level is now regarded 
as а significant economic indicator іп the 
Philippines as the foreign inflows are lifting 
households out of poverty by boosting funds 
for education, health and entrepreneurship. 

There are about eight million OFWs or 
about 10 percent of the population. 


Bill seeks ... „в 


country primarily because of its resources and 
vast market, and not because of the fiscal in- 
centives granted by the government. 

‘There are more than a hundred laws gr 
ing fiscal incentives. One of these laws is the 
‘Omnibus Investments Code, which provides for 
the granting of incentives to firms identified by 
the BOI as belonging to priority industries. 

Incentives granted by the ВОІ accounted 
for bulk of the foregone revenues a year, Of 
the P282.2 billion in lost potential revenues in 
2004, incentives given to firms registered 
with the ВО! and those located in economic 
zones accounted for P156.25 billion. 

Under the proposed bill, there will be only 
‘one law granting incentives and these will sole- 
ly be dedicated to exporters who are credited 
for helping boost the country's dollar earnings. 

While Recto brought up the idea of lifting 
fiscal incentives, a complementary proposal 
to abolish the ВОІ was raised by Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile. 

In a recent Senate hearing on economic 
bills, Enrile said the BOI should no longer ex- 
ist because the agency had been too focused 
on giving out incentives instead of wooing 
foreign businesses through the promotion of 
the country as an investment site. 

The DOF had suggested earlier that the 
government should come up with a cost-ben- 
efit analysis of the incentives granted to busi- 
nesses belonging to the Investment Priorities 
Plan (IPP). This would help the government 
determine’ what incentives are thrown to 
waste and therefore should be lifted, and 
what should be retained, it said. 

The IPP is a list of industries that are given fis- 
cal incentives, The IPP list is revised every year. 


The US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said on Friday it has 
confirmed a total of 122 cases of Fusar- 
ium keratitis, an infection of the cornea. 
that can cause blindness and eye loss. 
That's up from 106 confirmed cases 


patients with 


earlier this week. 
Bausch & Lomb last month recalled its new cases used a Bausch & Lomb prod- 
ReNu with MoistureLoc brand of contact. 
lens solution after a large percentage of 
infection were found to 

have used that product. 


US inflation turns from bad 
to worse with falling dollar 


The CDC didn’t say how many ofthe рапуз manufacturing 
Greenville, South Carolina. 
So far, neither the US Food and Drug 
Administration nor the CDC has estab- 
lished a clear link between Bausch prod- 
ucts and the Fusarium outbreak, Reuters 


facilities in 


uct, but as of May 9, a total of 93 percent 
of contact lens wearers confirmed with 
the infection used a ReNu product. 

"The CDC has been inspecting the com- 
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June 3, 10 and 17, 2006 (Saturdays) 


The hefty share of imports in most US con- 
sumer goods baskets would then mean this 
tended to lift overall inflation. 

But globalization of production, fierce 
competition for market share in the con- 
sumer-driven US economy and the en- 
trenched credibility of monetary policy have 
all been cited as factors that have muted the 
pass-through of currency shifts to the final 
price of goods in the shops 

Fed research papers released in January 
concluded that a 10-percent drop in the local 
currency would have increased import prices 
by nearly 7 percent on average in the late 
1980s but only 4 percent in the past 15 years. 

Fed Chair Ben Bernanke seems to subscribe to 
this view, economists said, as well as believing 
explosive commodity price rises—where indus- 
trial metals have doubled in price over the past 
year alone—are of little worry to final inflation. 

“We disagree with that view,” said Dean 
Maki, chief US economist at Barclays Capital, 
“This is a very different environment than 
that seen in recent years.” Reuters 
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9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 


The increasing complexity of the current business 
environment puts pressure on thc analyst lo acquire 
ihe knowledge and tools for improved financial 
analysis and decision-making. This begins with an 
understanding of financial and managerial accounting, 
quantitative methods and economic principles. 


DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER FOR 
FINANCE 


This three-day seminar includes the following topes: 

Basic principles underlying financial statements 
and the rules that govern financial reporting 

У Cost analysis for product, operating and 
investment decisions. 

U.P College of Business 

Administration 
* Diliman, Quezon City 


V Quantitative techniques for financial analysis 


v Macrocconomic variables and their impact on + 
financial forecasting. 
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IPVG, iGames eye RP market... кеше RP remains an Internet 


zalez said the PC titles will be  gion's biggest gaming distributor, that brought in original PC games fits of using them,” Gonzalez said dial-up market: PLDT 
Die available through Internet Singapore-based New Era Group іп the past was that they ap. While iGames Asia Interactive i 3 
‘cafés as well as retail outlets. Gon- of Companies, earlier announced proached the market the wrong have its own online presence, | By Erwin Oliva both DSL and wireless broad- 
Galen added that they are also that it was opening a Philippine way. I hate to say it but they were Gonzalez said the public can expect Contributor band coverage rapidly expand. 
ling electronic means of deliv- office as it was bullish over the PC based on what you could call ‘First synergy between the two portal Potential market for broadband 
ery for some of the PC titles that and console game market in the World pricing, I think affordabili- Не stressed that IP Interactive DESPITE THE DROPPING COST services include approximately 
еу will sell in the Philippines, of- country. In the Philippines, where ty was really the main езше be. will remain committed tothe free. | of broadband Internet access one million dial-up Internet sul 
fering them for download to com- bootleg copies of PC and console hind piracy. Ifthe rice disparity is to-play business model for online | services in the country, the scribers in the country today" 
plement the traditional method of games abound, the only other au- 100 big, people will always go for games. Philippine Long Distance Tele- said PLDT and Smart President 
selling them in boxes in stores. thorized distributor of PC titles is pirated games,” Gonzalez said. "Our focus and vision for our | Phone Co. (PLDT) said that and CEO Napoleon Nazareno. 
cnzalez said they are now re- Asian Media Development Group, Не added that apart from mak. online gaming business will con- many of its Internet subscribers ОЁ the 140,000 broadband 
c entire which carries titles from Vivendi ing the titles more affordable, tinue to be centered around the still use the slow dial-up service. subscribers of PLDT, 100,000 
Universal Games. iGames Asia Interactive would free-to-play model. Our company PLDT said that as of March, subscribers are now using the 
TPVG wants to grow its share of. stress the benefits of using original has made a substantial impact on there were 420,000 subscribers telephone company's DSL ser- 
giona the overall gaming market in the PC games, including product relia- фе local gaming indi to its PLDT Vibe—anInternetdi- vice. 
hers such as Microsoft Game Philippines, while addressing ће bility and after-sales support, as have exceeded our initial expecta- ашр service—versus 140,000 During the first quarter of 
Studios and Vivendi Universal mostly unmet demands of Filipino мей building a community for tions on subscriber take-up and | broadband (both wi and 2005, PLDT said that it had 
SUO pritanica.com; and casu- gamers for affordable PC titles, Filipino PC gamers. By using origi- adoption of our games. In three | ^ Hine) Internet subscribers. 57,000 broadband subscribe 
alt games from Boonty. It also Gonzalezsaid. nal games, they can join touma- months, we have generated an in- е telephone company is, all using DSL services. 
las sched World of Warcraftin Sin- ` While admitting that the preva- ments and possibly even get the credible number of active users however, optimistic as it expects Ву the third quarter of 2005, 
sapore in parmership with Bliz- lence of piracy in the Philippinesis chance to represent the country сштеп! users. Weare very | t0 double its broadband sub- 16,000 wireles broadband sub- 
таға Entertainment. still a major challenge, Gonzalez abroat ed аз a company in continu- | Scriber base in 2006, with price: scribers and 76,000 fixed broad- 
‘onzalez declined to comment pointed out that the joint-venture “We've або seen this in ing to grow our base through the | dropping to less than P1,000 band subscribers were added, 
orf whether the joint-venture com- company will address this by of- Malaysia [where piracy is also а free-to-play model and believe it is month for DSL service, PLDT fig- bringing the total to about 
Ou would aso bring in World of fering attractive price points and problem). The marketisalsostart- а great way to improve the local | “а showed. 92,000. By the last quarter of 
‘Warcraft to the Philippines. value-added bundles. ing to prefer original games be- gaming industry for our gaming “Broadband subscribers are last year, the total broadband 
It should be noted that the гг. “Тһе problem with companies cause the players can see the bene. communi! targeted to double in 2006 ав subscriber base was at 114,000. 
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Leap ahead” for SMBs. 
Prevention and Cure 


By Ricky Banaag, Country Manager 
Intel Microelectronics Philippines, Inc. 


Investment in information tex by small and medi- 
m business (SMBs) in Asia is skyrocketing. Ate weather 
з the economic downtum, SMBs are now look 
gy (IT) with ana- 
s of 19% in SMB lech- 
и, buying hardware is only 
p The way this technology is managed will great- 
westmen ill be. 
imtenance сов SMBs a 
ing to Gartner, the pure 
unis foronly 2010 30 per cent of 


ise substantially for older systems, drivi 
expenses that comprise тон of the 70 o BO per c 


With IT invesime 
por is crucial t all bı 
Translates to lost busines 


“When yore ill, you 
nology shows сус 
gur IT vendor help desk. Below ae some tips to. 
Telp desk technician assess and fix the problem: 
Right problem, right person 
“The most important clement to remember when talking to 


technicians mast also walk rough your sys 
f : otn as йе technician assesses your prob 
lem and identifies a solution. 
Occasionally, the help desk technician ma 
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prob- 


is growing in popular- 
acting sick, rather than 


wo ye timeframe, mint 
тсе and upgrades can cost more бип replacing the еліге 
PCI тву sound strange, but without lr up- 
dates, companies lend 10 practice а "ersh and bum ap 
TT maintenance. By replacing computers only 

not only miss ош on 

rent computers, bu they 


coating more in ongoing eimenonce long trm. 
sing technical support for such a haphazard system 
wili be ful time job, even if you only че a few of these 


РС can afford? 
А: А sulficenly powerful, balanced з) 
multitasking to operate elective 
е Tares technologies such es 1 
Раат D processor enables users to milk and pro- 
сем background tasks more eieieny. With two proces- 
3 PC can handle more applications or programs 
voc. This means, more system maintenance, su 
kap and indexing, can occur while 
ork, which means ев іше spent on the 
Bone yino fix robles 
тар eunt hulle complex appli- 
сабо ey can be а huge TT burden, This sidetrucks you 
from your core business tesponsilles and increases 
maintenance overhead, leading t0 a more complex and 


іше. Tine, human resources and component pats are re- 
quid and repe can be expen 


(JHUN. Even when business is flourishing. pom— 
don't let opportunities pass you by. But with a PC based on an Intel Pentium" D E Eales Hea ig Ga мені 
processor, your business can be more responsive. Because it gives you the potential f р аратара kaaa 
to access your customers, partners and prospects immediately through е-тай, 


instant messaging and calls over the internet. Allowing you to seize every opportunity 
the moment it arises. Find out how Inters relationship with software and hardware 
benefits cannot be 
hat 93% of ll companies tat lost her duta for 10 days or 
‘over 160,000 resellers and PC manufacturers can help provide service and support 5 more fed for bankaupcy within one year of the disaster, A 
full shutdown Mee th is uncommon. usually only results 
for small businesses. Visit wwwintelcom ‘when а company does itl or noting to maintain 
ушет» itry. A ite downtime can be all the 
imple пае 


suppliers results in quality solutions for your business. And how our network of 


Белен пяр. an nn oem mec og 


BENGUET ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 


Alapang, La Trinidad, Benguet 
Tel. Nos. (074) 422-2000 /(074) 422-2110 Fax No. (074) 422-2848 


INVITATION TO A PRE-QUALIFICATION| 
CONFERENCE AND SEALED BiDDING 


Interested parties are hereby invited to a PRE-QUALIFICATION 
CONFERENCE and SEALED BIDDING for the installation of a FIBER 
OPTIC BACKBONE SYSTEM for BENECO. 


The PRE-QUALIFICATION CONFERENCE will be held on May 25, 2006. 
‘at 10:00A.M. at the Punctuality Hall, BENECO Building. DPS Compound, 
tity Road, Baguio City where the scopes of work will be discussed. 


Prospective bidders must submit their Company Profile; income Tax 
Returns and Audited Financial Statements for the past three (3) years: 
Business Permit; Track Record; Company Registration Certificate and List 
of Customers, 


SEALED BIDS must be received on or before June б, 2006 at 10:00A.M. 
at the Punctuality Hall, BENECO Buliding, DPS Compound. Utility Road, 
Baguio City, OPENING OF BIDS wil be on the same date, time and venue. 


Only those who were present during the Pre-Qualiication Conference and 
‘who submitted the above-enumerated requirements wil be allowed during 
the Bidding Proper. 


BENECO reserves the right to reject any and ай bids, waive any informality 
in the bids received and to accept such bid most advantageous to the 
BENECO. 
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Repu ofthe Pores 
BATANGAS STATE UNIVERSITY 
Pansit, Batangas OY 


EXTENDED NOTICE OF SEARCH AND CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 


The Board f Regents of the Batangas Sate Uniersy formally and pubic announces tha he 
Баі Presidency of the BATANGAS STATE UNIVERSITY s пон open. Interested applants 
‘Safer паліве are ied to send ther ermal appicatons to he Search Committee had by 
He Rota Abet L Osmond. 


ирамум QUALIFICATIONS 


Sette эрла eter: 

1 Retest a Poder сіз doctoral degres; 

1 Bend 35 to €0 vers oid; 

1 Mn be moray upright; 

1 Wan Recogied eade in hisfher profession n the academe or industry; 
1h atest ve (5) years of managaraYadmnirbre experience. 


nadin to the above-mentioned quatfatons, the applicants shuld male a M dlsdosure of al 


Banasa, cime andor см1 cases ed Б any cout In the Pipes against er and 
кє regure t sub the folowing безпо: 


+ national Bureau of esta 


ладная, 
1 бабам Commission andlor Crate of No Pending Administrative Case ed by 
{he даталар Ofer о present етуіне 
. Pewustmpoyer 
1 Матиса in any administrate or criminal cases 
Ferme application addressed tothe Search Committee should be accompanied with 
«Detaled CV and cries supporin documents 
{Proposed vison Passion ang Thru of the Univers 
1 МЕ телу peydustexamigton conducted by any government psn or any 
ЕСУІ 
+ Madea Gres toma goverment physician 
заед appicants anor those nominated or the poston are requested to submit ur (4) sets 
ier foma, appicaton and crt supporting documents on cr belore Мау 31, 2006 to: 
BATANGAS STATE UNIVERSITY 
o MS. ROSE MAGSINO 
Batangas Siate esty 
Ria S, Batangas Cy 
Tei No: (043) 723-0039 


QD, SI DAP 889, San Miguel Aves 
‘Cote, F009 Оу 


таю. (02) 636-1690 


Cm (POI Mey 15 8 22.2008) ed “efx. (O2) 636-1693 


Shimron Energy Company SGUEVENTHOMES 


Leader Israeli manufacture of 


ELECTRIC INSTANT WATER HEATERS 
is looking for: 
sole importer and business partner 
Contact: Mr. Ofir Mor, Marketing Manager 
Shimronll @bezegint.net 
www.hoters.co.il 


Grab your copy NOW 


and get that 
job in the 


USA! 
Available at all: 


оа) 


Book Store | 


30% D/P 


eet Ld 


NAY ЕСІ 
ШШШ 534-9921 * 531-1384 * 534-8350 * 531-0395 * (046) 417-3115 | 
(0920) 950-4626 “ (0917) 855-7881 * (0920) 961-2418 


“ранВібНавауішат (01920) RSGHONE * (0920) 91-2002? wrw. guevent com * hbigguevent con | 


Хве 
RICE SUPPLY FOR BICOL 


The Bicol region is assured of sufficient rice 
supply even after the lean months as 
unloading operations of the National Food 
Authority continue on a 24-hour schedule 
injTabaco port in Albay. Since January this. 
year, 11 vessels carrying Vietnam rice have 
docked the port loaded with more than 
1.26 million bags. Based on the latest. 
report, only 2,980 bags have yet to be 
unloaded. According to NFA regional 
director Danilo Pastrana, dispersal 
operations are ongoing as part of 
preparations for the lean months of July to 
September, The imported rice will be 
distributed to the provinces of Albay, 
Camarines Norte and Sur, Sorsogon and 
Masbate. They will be eventually released 
through the agency's accredited retailers 
and outlets in the region. Supervising the 
unloading operations are port operations 
officer Criselda Marbella and quality 
assurance officer Febby C. Ecalvir. 


PAG-IBIG WINS ANVIL AWARD TWICE IN A ROW 


Florentino Espana, Vice President, Management Services Group, Pag-IBIG Fund accepts the 
“Anvil trophy for winning the "Tapat sa Pag-IBIG, Tapat sa Kapwa" campaign during the 
recent 4!“ Anvil Awards held at the Manila Hotel. The advertising campaign helped promote 
public awareness on the various services and benefits of being a Pag-IBIG member. I also 
encouraged members to honor their loan obligations to ensure the continuous flow of funds 
тос only for existing but future members as well. From left: Vic del Fierro incoming 
President, Public Relations Society of the Philippines (PRSP), Dean Belen Tangco, UST 
Faculty of Arts and Letters, Sec. Sonny Alvarez, guest of honor, Mr. Espana, Sec. Marietta 
босо, and Winston Marbella, outgoing President, PRSP. Dubbed as the "Oscar awards" of 
advertising, the Pag-IBIG Fund also won the prestigious Anvil last year. 
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1 “Our true home is Heaven and B 
Jesus Christ whose retum we long for 

will come to save us.” Php 3:20 

OLIMPO ESTRADA POSADAS 


of Urbiztondo, Pangasinan / Quezon City 


Peacefully joined our Crator on Мау 11, 2006 
at the age of 90. 


His loving wife Librada (t); children and children-in- 
law, Ben and Ching; Teddy (1) & Estela; Rene & 
Diane; Hector & Baby; Oscar (f) & Mel; Junior & 
Dolor; grandchildren JC, Bobby, Michie, Donna, 
Ronald, Oly, MJ, Gerald, Tyrone, Ryan, Eric, 
Christian, Hazel, Christine, Junelle & Olidol: great 
grandchildren Oliboy, Oele Jim, Hasmin, Habi, 
Chiara: brothers Faustino (t), Gregorio (1), Isidoro; 
sisters Margarita (t), Felisa, Soledad (+); relatives 
and friends request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapel, 
G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on May 16, 2006 
einen item ar rs 
We design 

obituaries for free. 


Our Dearly Beloved 


JOSELITO “Tito” de Leon PALISOC 


of Dagupan City 


An obituary 
with a picture 
can be a 
fitting tribute 
to your 
departed 
loved one. 
Always caring... 

INQUIRER 
OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY 
REQUIREMENTS: 


VE 


Now peacefully rests in the infinite 
Grace and Goodness of the Lord at the age 54. 


His wife Zeny, children Joseph & Golda, Geoffrey, Edmund 
& Angelica, granddaughter Isabel, brothers, in-laws, nephews, 
nieces, relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for 
the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Loyola Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe 
and will be moved to Christ the King Parish, Green Meadows 
tomorrow, May 16, 2006 at 12 noon. 


9 Copy of Death 
Certificate 


© Any identification 
document (1.0.) 
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More 3G devices out in the market: survey 


By Erwin Oliva ову suppliers, has identified at the wideband CDMA (WCDMA) several more have expressed survey one year earlier (when. Earlier this month, GSA said 
Contributor least 307 3G devices launched standard, which is a standard strong interest in this technolo- there were 21 suppliers) and there аге 204 GSM/EDGE net- 
by 41 suppliers. That figure, ac- used by GSM networks. зу. represents growth of over 170 work deployments in 113 coun- 
MORE THAN 300 THIRD-GENE- cordingtothe"3G/WCDMA-HS- WCDMA operates onthe IMT. Meanwhile, GSA said that percent. The new total of 307 tries, of which 151 EDGE net- 
табоп (3G) devices are now out DPA devices—Variety & Avail. 2000 international core band EDGE devices have also in- includes 60 devices supporting works in 88 countries have 
in the market, a recent supplier ability" survey, represents a 114- spectrum of 1920 to 1980 MHz creased in the market. The both EDGE and WCDMA, and launched commercial services, 
survey said. percent growth compared to last paired with 2110 to 2170 MHz. group has identified at least 307 31 devices which support EDGE Аг least 67 operators are de- 
‘The Global Mobile Suppliers years figures starting May GSAsaidthatanumberofop- GSM/EDGE-enabled devices and HSDPA (High Speed Data ploying combined EDGEWCD- 
Association (GSA), ап interna- 2005. eratorsare now deploying WCD- launched by 46 suppliers. Packet Access), the report MA networks, of which 40 have 
tional group of wireless technol- Most of these devices support МА in the 850 MHz band, and “This compares with 113 ina said, launched. 


"RU ERG Eae IPVG, iGames eye RP market for PC games 


By Joey Alarilla online games in the Philippines as 

Better than One Contributor it prepares to launch a number of 
m premiere PC titles in the country 

3 а а аа сазан d THE NEW JONTNENTURE acm gaming has gotten all 

-Storey Residential Condominium |, company formed Бу the Philip. the attention in the Philippines, 
оноу Garden pines’ IPVG Corp. and Singapore- but most of the people out there 


Beside Robinsons Place Pioneer Mol H el hts based regional game distributor аге still playing [traditional] PC 
2 g iGames Asia Pte Ltd. is looking games,” Enrique Gonzalez, man- 
beyond the current dominance of aging director of IPVG, told In- 


0 FIXED 
GUARANTEED 
0 TAX FREE 


Open a PSBank Prime Time Deposit now! IPVG's RAN Online is now one of the most popular online games in 

* Affordable for a minimum of PhP 50,000 puce 

* 5-year placement forech in a telephone interview. ng Wee looking at the complete 

a ый i jonzalez is the CEO of IP Interac- product lineup of iGames in Singa- 
Soe ney manny VERSER бое i [VG subsidiary hat pub. pore, and were selecting which f- 
lishes free-to-play online games tles will be right for the Philippine 
such as Ran Online and O2Jamin market. What I can tell you, how- 
the Philippines through the E- ever, is that these are big titles," 
games.com.ph portal. Gonzalez said. 

Gonzalez will also sit on the iGames Asia Interactive is 
board of directors of Games Asia scheduled to hold a press briefing 
Interactive, the joint-venture com- before the end of the month to un- 

636-0888 pany which is 70-percent owned veil the PC titles that will be initial- 
ae by VG. ү NET in the, Philippines, 
INS LA? “Unfortunately, І can't disclose with officials from iGames Singa- 
ISLAND 0922-8380888 Ш SST Rcs А : 


pore flying in to the country. Gon- 
rests gst? Бе Gabe deter ce serene | since wee in the proces of select түсуге 


Лач ше is on a кезек міні sect to change wet i nice 


IPv6 Enables Technology for 
Next Generation Solutions 


шатн аар осто 


һе intemet explosion possibly be able to accommodate it was created when there were about automatic configuration, beer Damian Domingo Mapa, in his itself. Of this, Commissioner Мара 
Ras become an every. all, Despite all the breakihroughs in 200 nodes on the entire internet... security in utilizing data eneryp- opening speech, said, “Technology said, "Technology lately has been 
day supernova. The technology today, security Today, there are about 200 million боп, beter audio and video stream- із for imperative of progress. The resurgent in how it can spread the 
Web hes become a advancements are lagging it is that exist, and a limited amount of ing and the ability to send much тоге technology we use, the more results ofits development to the rest 
household fixture. We live in а more dificult to operate within ІР addresses left to accommodate larger amounts of data at а time. competitive and productive we are ofthe country. We at CICT are very 
word driven by information: the public and private networks, and them. Although several attempts. Soon, there will be such a thing as аза natio happy to participate with PLOT 
internet boom reverberales with connectivity for remote areas is have been made in order toavoidan IPTV, and all data services in the Indeed, IPvó has the initiative to disseminate informa- 
Constant upgrades, reacting lo the slow and costly. On top of that are overflow of subscribers, this can no future will be able to migrate to revolutionary power to allow the tion (othe nation 
dmwrilen month obsolescence the growing trends of peer-to-peer longer be contained by IPv4 ІРуб. Because of the copious Philippines to become an interna- The arrival of IPv6 marks 
Sie Broadband inemet subscrib. computing personal webpages and addresses alone. Lawrence E. possibilities that this will bring tionally | competitive county. the culmination ог combiring 
Тиз have grown fom 10 million to mobile imemet More problems Hughes, СТО and Founder of about, IPv4 will eventually become Armed with the full support of the government, scientific and techno, 
2100 million over the last three continue to arise as more people InfoWeapons Corp. and Co- obsolete. Eric R. Alberto, PLDT government, it will not only beable logical expertise and will yield 
Seas, and they want unmatched continue to go online, because the Founder of CipherTrust, said, “I SVP and Head of Corporate (тегі global recognition, but аво wemendous results fur the РЫУ 
“connectivity like never before. fact of the maner is thet there are have been working in the IT Business Group said, "We are aid in the improvements that need — pines. It is proof that technology 
` Wih the number of only a very limited number of business for 33 years, and for 33 sitting on a ticking time bomb ihat to be made within the country truly has the potential to change the 
“internet.” users expanding to available IP addresses lef. How years, the internet has been running is ready to explode in the near lives of every Filipino and take the 
“astronomical amounts ona monthly then, are providers of Intemet оп ІРУ4 addresses. h's about time — future. With the help of IPv6, we at country into the next generation. 
basis, one questions how the services going to support the we've acknowledged and consid- PLDT are ready to enable our Buckle up. 
Aa E L Da e Taa oscars бб. 
without diminishing the quality of = IPv6." transition gracefully into the next Technology is an imperative 
connectivity? What IPv6 aims to do is 
ишем The answer was revealed support the astronomic growth оГ for progress. The more technology we use, 
а а и PLDT lanolab, during an execu- the Inemet without Ше present the more competitive and 
Sore cle ive briefing io government workarounds such as the Network е fuses 
` government officials officials, technology experts, CTOs Address Translation. productive we are as a nation. 
Даб his testimoniato and CIOs of various corporations. 
сеа PLDT, in partnership with Micro- Lawrence E. Ноў 
аи ой. Phils, Cisco Systems Pils, нарастаў 
е Мише Scena Techno- EJ 
ad InfoWeapons, Р 
usive event in order to The Commission on inform 
now being pegged ‘Communication Te 
Generation Internet Commissioner Damian 
The phenomenon темен 
this hype is called 
ей innovation in 
" 
predecessor, IPw, Л has been engineered in such a introducing IPv6 to the 
way that й will integrate itself. Philippines will be of tremendous 
smoothly into a network that is benefit to the country. li is taking 
presently dominated by JPv4. Both off as a genuinely Asian technol- 
will be able to function simultane- ову, with main proponent- Japan- at 
ous, serving as platforms for the epicenter of IPv6 development 
internet subscribers, to secure Тһе very first Asian ІРуб Summit 
hassle-free connectivity. will be held in Manita this coming 
However, ІРУ6 September, For the Philippines, 
offers much more than just a larger attaining expertise in IPv6 is a 
amount of available IP addresses. И prospect for more investments to be 
also offers better routing and тае in the country, Commissioner 
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Where ethnic pride spurs trad 
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In Chinatown, slices of the mainland line its streets 
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By Mary Rose Andes, Dianne Dolar, 
Imelda Llabore, James Lopez 

and Bernardita Santillan 
Contributors 


RICKY CARPIO, A KALESA DRIVER, HAS 
witnessed the growth and development of 
Manila's Chinatown, after years of steering 
his horse around its narrow streets. 

“There had been many changes in the 
place, like that building being putting up 
there,” Carpio, 36, said in Filipino, as he 
pointed to the Alonzo Tower, one of many, 
now rising in the district. “That would be a 
new commercial center.” 

Consisting of seven barangay units, China- 
town has evolved from its ethnic Chinese 
community roots in the early days of the 
Spanish era into a bustling modern-day busi- 
ness district. 


Gold and jewelry 

People visit Chinatown because of the exot- 
ic nature of the goods onsale. 

Ongpin, Chinatown's major thoroughfare, is 
known as the 24-karat street because of the nu- 
merous gold and jewelry shops that line the way. 

Prices of the omaments range from the most 
affordable to the outrageously expensive. 

The intricate and exotic designs of the jew- 
elry as well as the other wares, reflect the rich 
heritage of China—something the Chinese- 
Filipino people of the district are proud of. 

Ik is this ethnic pride that gives rise to the 
richness in trade. 

“As the population grows, the number of busi- 
nesses here also increases,” said Robert Lee, chair 
of the League of Barangays, District Ш in Manila. 

Lee said that Ongpin continues to attract 


Chinese businessmen from 
the mainland—those bold 
and enterprising enough to 
try their luck in the country. 
“The majority of the busi 
ness establishments here are 
owned by the Chinese or those. 
of Chinese descent, Carpio 
said in Filipino. "Very few аге 
owned by Filipinos.” 
But the Filipinos who do get 
to work there are coping—the 
same way the Chinese-Filipinos 
have as they tend to their trade. 
“We used to earn more dur 
ing the 19706, but now, more 
businesses have opened, 
competition has grown, and 
же now earn less," said Tere- 
sita Tee, chair of Barangay 
298. 
Tee ownsa small carinderia. 
“1 earn just enough to sustain my family 
and meet my dues," Tee said. 
Maria Zocimo, 72, is one of the few Fil- 
ipinos who own a business in Chinatown. She 
hasa small sari-sari store on Mapua Street. 


Hope 

“My income nowadays is much smaller 
compared with the previous years,” said Zoci- 
mo, who has maintained her business in Ong- 
pin for 31 years. 

According to Lee, who also owns a business 
in Ongpin, the prices of commodities have 
been steadily rising over the years, sometimes 
outstripping what people are earning. 

“People may earn a lot, but their expenses 
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With BPI Family Savings Bank PLAN AHEAD, you get the best rates for your 5-year time deposit. 


If you need to save up for your children’s education, 
Or if you need to keep your principal but req 


Interest earnings are paid at the end of the 5-year term. So your annual interest earnings 
ing you the benefit of compounded interest at the end of the term. 


form part of your principal, givir 


Interest Rates 


for travel plans or even ti 
шге a monthly cash flow, 


o start up a business, Plan Ahead is the perfect plan for you. 
Plan Ahead Monthly Income TD is your best option. 


Whatever your purpose, BPI Family Savings Bank offers you two great ways to plan for your future. 


Plan Ahead 


Sample Computations: 


Plan Ahead Monthly Income TD 


Interest Rates 


Interest earnings are paid monthly and will be deposited to your ATM account 
for your convenient access. 


Sample Computations: 


Nominal 
Interest Rate 
(per anc 


Amount of. 
Principal 


Average 
Interest Rate 
After 5 Years? 


per annum 


Amount of 


Earnings 
Principal 


(after 5 years) 


Maturity Amount 
(ater years) 


Nominal Interest Rate 
(per annum) 


Amount of 
Principal 


Monthly Earnings Ў 
P 6,164.38 


Amount of Principal 
P 1,000,000 


950000299999 | 7.12594. 


8.215% $200,000 |? 82,152.67 


282,152.67 


50,000-299,999 7.125% 


? 5,000,000 30,821.92 


9300000 aeditme| 7.500% 


8.712% P500,000 |?217,814.66 


P717,814.66 


P300,000 and above 7.500% 


10,000,000 P61,643.84 


“Tarmula; Average Interest Rate Aller 5. 


Years = Earnings Alter 5 Years] Pancipal/ 5 Years 
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MOVEMENTS 


Mirant has new CEO 
MIRANT Corp. has appointed 
jw: . Jose P. Leviste Jr., 61, as chair, 
^ ' president and chief executive offi- 
Ger of Mirant Philippines, and as a 
senior vice president of Mirant 
Corp. 
"Mr. Leviste brings tremendous 
© experience and expertise to Mirant 
j, <, Which will be invaluable in our 
i Philippine business," said Edward 
y R. Muller, chair and chief executive. 
1 officer of Mirant Corp. 

Leviste is a known and respected 
leader in the Philippines and the in- 
ternational business community. He 
currently serves as chair of the 
board of Climax Arimco Mining 
Corp. (CAMC); chair of the board 

1 ‘and chief executive officer, Politstrat 
International Inc.; chalr of the board, 

+ Pacific Rim Innovation and Manage- 
ment Exponents (Primex) Inc., and 
‘chair of the board of the Philippine 
Business Leaders Forum (PBLF), 
the country associate of the 
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 
«Corporate Network 


CNBC Asia names 


new president 
+ JEREMY Pink has been named pres- 
lent and managing director, CNBC 
‘Asia. 
Pink, who has been interim presi- 
„Т1; дем, CNBC Asia since January 
“it = 12006, is based at CNBC Asia head- 
‘quarters in Singapore. 
i. "Jeremy has done an impressive 
job as interim president of CNBC 
1 Asia,” said Mark Hoffman, presi- 
“dent, CNBC. "He has already had 
"several successes since January, so 
making his appointment permanent 
“маз ап easy decision. Jeremy will. 
‘continue to play a critical role in ne- 
'gotlating deals that will expand CN- 
BC's reach around the world." 
Previously, Pink was vice presi 
dent, International News and Pro- 
gramming, CNBC, based in New 
York, where he identified global pro- 
gramming and content opportuni- 
ties. Pink also was responsible for 
creating "Worldwide Exchange,” the 
first daily, global business program, 
seen on CNBC, CNBC Europe and 
CNBC Asia. 


Hilton Cebu Resort 


announces new GM 
PETER Hogh Pedersen has been ap- 
pointed general manager of Hilton 
Cebu Resort and Spa. 

Pedersen joins the international 
hospitality chain's first and only 
Hilton Worldwide Resort in the 
Philippines, from Hilton Sharks Bay 
Resort in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, 
where he was responsible for the 
entire pre-opening set-up, through 
launch. 

Pedersen has been responsible. 
‘for the management of the hotel op- 
erations at Hilton Sharks Bay Resort 
since 2001 

At Hilton Sharks Bay Resort, Peder- 
sen was responsible for bringing the 

‘Seresort a Golden Award at the 2004 
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Mena Travel Awards, and counts ex- 
‘ceeding the GOP by 58 percent in 2004 
alone, as well as maintaining Revpar 
growth of 66 percent year-on-year be- 
tween 2003 and 2004 amongst his 
achievements at the resort. 

А confident personality with a pas- 
sion for challenge, Pedersen is a re- 
suit focused individual who values 
honesty, teamwork and training, has а. 
resilient business attitude while re- 
maining flexible and creative minded. 


Etihad appoints 


RP manager 

AS PART of its international devel- 
ортеп! and expansion, Etihad Air- 
ways, the national aine of the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, has appointed 
Manuel Staerkle as manager for the 
Philippines. 

Following the launch of the Abu 
Dhabi-Manila route on Feb. 13, 
2006, Staerkle's key responsibility 
willbe to oversee the airline's focal 
activities and ensure growth in this 
new market. 

‘Staerke joins the Manila team 
from his post with Etihad Airways in 
Jeddah, where he was instrumental 
in setting up operations for the Sau- 
di Arabian market. Staerkle also 
brings a wealth of international ex- 
perience having worked for Swissair 
in Beijing, Geneva, Taiwan, Shang- 
hai and Madras. 

“Etihad Airways is the world's 
fastest growing airline and | am very 
excited to be involved at a time 
when we are experiencing such dy- 
namic growth. Since our inaugural 
fightin February, demand has been 
very strong and as a result we hope 
to increase our frequencies on this 
route in the future,” said Manuel 
Staerkle. 


Acer Philippines 


appoints new execs 
INA BID to further strengthen its 
presence in the country, Acer Philip- 
pines named new executives to lead 
its product management and mar- 
keting Teams 

‘Acer Philippines appointed 
Roselle Mediavillo аз the company's 
Product Manager (Desktops and 
Servers). This Marketing major and 
consistent dean's lister from the As- 
‘sumption College has proven her 
product management mettie quite 
extensively, having held key posi- 
tions in established companies like 
Phil-Data Business Systems and ВС 
Phils. Іп those companies, Mediavil- 
lo handled several major responsi- 
bilities and consistently performed 
well beyond expectations 

Agnes Neria-Espino, on the other 
hand, is Acer's naw marketing man- 
ager. This Ateneo Graduate School 
of Business graduate and University 
of the Philippines university scholar 
brings to the company her market- 
ing expertise, honed during her stay 
as the former marketing manager of 
Microwarehouse, one of the top dis- 
tributors of Digital Lifestyle Prod- 
оз. 


THE LAW OF THE INNER CIRCLE: THOSE 
who are closest to me will determine the level 
of my success. 

Last time, I shared four of the 11 questions 
1 ask myself when selecting leaders to serve 
beside me: 

1. Do I see a constructive spirit of discon- 
tent? 

2. Do they offer practical ideas? 

3. When they speak, who listens? 

4, Do others respect them? 

Your inner circle will prop you up or pull 
you down as a leader. You cannot afford to 
place the wrong people by your side. An un- 
ethical or divisive leader can be poison to the 
bloodstream of an entire organization. That's 
why I'm a firm believer in making a compre- 
hensive evaluation of a potential hire. 

Неге are questions 5-11 that І ask when 
choosing potential leaders: 

5. Can they create or catch a vision? 

Ihave a subset of four questions I try to an- 
swer when evaluating a potential leader's 
ability to catch or cast a vision: 

Are they able to become a part of someone 
else's vision before they demand that others 
follow their vision? 

Twatch emerging leaders to see if they can 
catch a vision before 1 determine whether 
they can create a vision. 1 look for potential 
leaders who are willing to follow before they 
lead. I want to see if they can serve before 
they empower. 

Do they add value to the vision given to them? 

In other words, do they have the creativity 
to take a vision and make it better? Rather 
than blindly implementing the vision of anoth- 
er leader, potential leaders are able to improve 
upon the vision and make enhancements to it. 

Do they show a high level of commitment 
to the vision? 

After they buy into the vision, І want to 
know if they will pay the price to make the 
dream a reality. Potential leaders are willing 
to take responsibility for the visior 

Are they passionate about the vision? 

А person can accept a vision and take steps 
toward its fulfillment, but I am searching for 
an added dimension of excitement and ener- 
gy Г want a person with a contagious passion 
for the vision; someone with an infectious en- 
joyment who spreads the vision to others. 

6. Do they show a willingness to take re- 
sponsibility? 

Inmyopinion, The Statue of Liberty should 
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A LEADER'S WAY 
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have a sister-statue—The Statue of Responsi 
bility. People are quick to defend against й 
fringements upon their freedom, but slow to. 
take responsibility for their actions. 

Benjamin Franklin said: “I never knew a 
man that was good at making excuses who 
was good at anything else." Avoid choosing 
employees who are unwilling to take owner- 
shiporaverseto responsibility Its easier to go 
from failure to success than from excuses to 
success. 

7.Do they finish the job? 

The bookends of success are initiative and 
озше. If you cannot initiate, you cannot 
make things happen. If you cannot close, 
things that could happen never will. 

‘Take notice ofthe projects you delegate to a 
potential leader. Do the jobs get completed 
100 percent, or do they end up back at your 
desk demanding time and attention? The an- 
swer will tell you a lot about the leadership. 
ability of the potential leader. 

8. Are they emotionally strong? 

No one can lead without being criticized or 
facing discouragement. A potential leader 
needs mental toughness. І don't want a mean 
leader, but І do want a tough-minded leader. 
‘who confronts reality and pays the price of 
success. 

9. Do they possess strong people skills? 

Leaders with people skills will be more en- 
joyable to work with, and they will get more 
accomplished. Be wary of hiring а potential 
leader without friendliness, tact, or team. 
spirit. 

Observe whether the potential leader moti- 
vates or manipulates others. Motivation is 
moving people for mutual advantage, and itis 
a necessary leadership skill. Manipulation is 
moving people for personal advantage. Ma- 
nipulation is always wrong and damaging to 
the health of teams and organizations. 

Even without experience іп а leadership 
position, potential leaders are already exert- 
ing influence in some capacity. Research their 
track record—both their achievements and 


CHRYSLER”, 


=O=— 


INSPIRATION COMES STANDARD 


‘rsooookms- whichever cone f 


ers - 


1 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2006 


their impact on the lives of those nearest 
them. 

If they can lead people without having а 
position, they'll do very well when they get 
one. IF they can't lead people without a posi- 
tion, giving them a title will not help. The 
leader makes the position: the position 
doesn't make the leader, 

10. Will they lead others with a servants 
heart? 

Servant-leaders never pursue a mission at 
the expense of their people. Rather, servant- 
leaders earn the loyalty and best efforts of 
their people by serving the interests and in- 
vesting in the development of those they lead. 
Aservant-leader leads to see others succeed. 

Rabbi Kushner was right when he said, 
“The purpose of life is not to win. The purpose 
oflife is to grow and to share. When you come 
to look back on all that you've done in life, 
you will get more satisfaction from the plea- 
Sure you have brought into other peoples 
lives than you will from the times that you 
outdid them and defeated them." 

11. Сап they make things happen? 

Some people make things happen, and oth- 
ers wonder what happened. Make sure a po- 
tential leader can produce. 

Kansan poet Walt Mason gives expression 
to the value of a results-oriented producer in 
his poem, The Man Who Delivers the Goods. 

‘There is a man in the world who never gets 
turned down, 

Wherever he chances to stray. 

He gets the glad hand in the populous 
town, 

Or out where the farmers make hay; 

He is greeted with pleasure on deserts of 
sands, 

And deep in the isles of the woods; 

Wherever he goes there is a welcoming 
hand— 

He's the man who delivers the goods. 

One is too small a number to achieve great- 
ness. To accomplish anything of significance, 
you must have the right people by your side. Г 
trust these 11 questions will aid you as you 
pick potential leaders. 

For information on John Maxwell’ in-house 
or public leadership or teamwork workshops, 
please email us at maxwell@inspire.ph or call 
813-2732/03 and ask for Gina. Text 
MAXWELL ON to 4632 (Smart) to get daily 
SMS leadership insights from John Maxwell. 
God bless! 
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also grow,” Lee said. 

But he said that this situation would nor stop 
the Chinese-Filipino from plying their trade. 

Lee believes that there is still hope for the. 
country. 

Near Zocimo's stall, there are numerous 
hardware stores that offer car spare parts and 
equipment from China. 


Chinese exotica 

Tum a street and you will find stores that 
sell ceramic products such as tiles, bath tubs, 
toilet bowls and sinks. 

Souvenir shops are popular in the dis- 
trict. Products like figurines, good luck 
charms, incense sticks and brass holders, 
continue to attract thousands searching for 
Chinese exotica. 

The relatively cheap price of commodi- 
ties, aside from the ethnicity of the wares, is 
amother reason why people flock to the 
area. 

Like elsewhere in the country, haggling is 
an ordinary event in Ongpin. 

“Т got these (Buddha) figurines for only 
P40 each, but the original price was P100 
each,” said Dianne, a student of the University 
ofthe Philippines in Diliman. 


Food 

Shiamny, 18, a souvenir stall owner, is used 
to haggling with her customers. 

“Di pwede sobra tawad, wala tubo ... medyo 
lang (there's a limit to the haggling, we can cut 
our profits but only to a certain point)," Shiamay 
said in Filipino with a thick Chinese accent, 

‘Another attraction in Chinatown is the food. 

Chinese fare such as siopao, dimsum, 
siomai, rice cakes and noodles, keep the peo- 
ple coming back for more. Dried beef, hopia 
and tikoy are also very popula, teasing peo- 
ple's appetite for years. 

Also found on the streets of Chinatown are 
fruits—both fresh and preserved—herbs and 
teas. Some of the more exotic fruits to be found 
there are persimmons and dragon fruits 

‘There are also numerous Chinese apothe- 
caries where herbal medicines and beauty 
products are sold. 


Total control 

Generally business inside the Chinatown is 
still atits best even after 400 years. 

And the people here take pains to protect. 
what they have. 

Iris evident in how they protect the place. 
‘The leaders inside the Chinatown manifest to- 
tal control, such as the assurance of peace and 
order to protect their businesses. 

“The business establishments here are gen- 
erally protected, only isolated cases of theft 
are reported,” Lee said, 

Chinatown is secured by large number of 
policemen. 

This is one reason that the majority of Chi- 
nese investors prefer to put up their business 
in Chinatown, 

"The Chinese people inside the Chinatown 
seem to have built their own world separate. 
from the country. 

For them, Chinatown is like a country with- 
ina country, with its share of happy, and buy- 
ing, visitors 
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New rule on mergers 


proposed business marriage. 


IN THE HIGHLY COMPETITIVE WORLD OF 
business, size is the name of the game. 

‘The bigger the assets of a corporation, the 
better it can compete in the market. 

If the stockholders of a cash-strapped com- 
pany are unable to contribute additional equi- 
ty, banks and lending institutions are often 
called on for financial relief. 

There is a limit, however, to the amount of 
money that can Бе borrowed. Creditors аге 
not exactly apostles of charity. They will lend 


plan shall be sufficient to show proof 
of compliance with that require- 
ment. 

The "newspaper" approach is used 
im this situation because experience 
has shown that it is the least expen- 
sive, yet most effective, way of notify- 

g the creditors of an insolvent cor- 
poration. 

‘This notice requirement is manda- 
tory. Since creditors’ consent is not a 


them is the least that the constituent 
corporations can and should do for 
the people who trusted them with 
their money. 

‘After going through the documen- 
tation process, the constituent corpo- 
rations must submit their plan of 
merger to the SEC and convince it 
that the business transaction is in the 
best interests of the stockholders and 
the public. (For feedback, please write 


Insolvent 

On the other hand, if any of the 
constituent corporations is insolvent, 
the publication in a newspaper of 
general circulation of the proposed 
merger will suffice to meet the notice. 
requirement. 

‘The affidavit of publication by the 
publisher or business manager of the 


lorporate ; 
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Raul Palabrica 


In the case of debts incurred by a corpora- 
tion that will be absorbed by or merged with 


only to companies that can promptly pay their 
debts. А 

After all, they too have to show profits in 
their books. 

When the lending windows are closed oz if 
open, are inhospitable, the idea of merging ог 
consolidating with a financially sound corpo- 
ration becomes an attractive proposition to а 
beleaguered company. 

For some stockholders, merger or consol 
dation with another business entity, with the 
consequent loss of identity, is not a pleasant 
experience. 

‘But when the choice is between bankruptcy 
and remaining afloat through merger or con- 
solidation with a “white knight,” sentimental- 
ity has to take а back seat. 


Creditors 

With merger or consolidation evolving into 
am efficient way of meeting market chal- 
lenges, the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion has, as of last May 4, relaxed the rules оп 
this business activity. 

Mergers of corporations can now be under- 
taken without need of getting the prior con- 
sent or approval of the creditors of the con- 
stituent corporations. 

Under normal circumstances, when a 
debt is assigned or transferred by a debtor 
to a third party, the creditor's consent to 
that action is needed to validate the transac- 
tion. 

This requirement is for the creditor's pro- 
tection. It is not fair to force him to accept a 
change in debtor if he thinks the latter does 
not have the capacity to satisfy the financial 
obligation, 


another corporation, the change of debtor is 
more apparent than real. 

The corporation that will be absorbed or 
merged with another corporation remains the 
debtor, but this time it bears the name of the 
corporation that it merged with. 


Solvent 

‘The surviving corporation steps into the 
shoes of the original debtor and, in the pro- 
cess, assumes all the assets, rights and liabi 
ties of the absorbed business entity. 

Thus, except for the change in the debtor's 
name, the creditor of the absorbed corpora- 
tion is in no worse or better condition that it 
was before the merger. 

‘The “no creditor approval” rule applies re- 
gardless of the financial health of the con- 
stituent corporations, or whether the merger 
will result in an insolvent surviving corpora- 
tion. 

But this should not be taken to mean that 
the creditors are out of the loop of the consoli- 
dation process. 

‘The corporations involved in the merger 
are obliged to inform their respective credi- 
tors of the proposed business combination. 

Under SEC rules, if the parties to а project- 
ed merger are all solvent, the corporate secre- 
тагу of the corporations involved must certify 
that they have notified their creditors of that 
plan. 

The manner of notifying the credi- 
tors— postage mail, courier service or posting 
of the notice in a public bulletin board—is left 
to the discretion of the corporation. 

It is in the best position to determine the 
best way of informing its creditors about the 


newspaper concerned of that merger 


requirement for merger, informing 
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MAP takes stand 
on Charter change Сос укш шт 
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Philippines supports the complete review of 
the 1987 Constitution. However, any pro- 
posed changes to it, being the fundamental 
law of the land, call for a careful, intelligent, 
deliberate and credible process. T 

Тһе MAB an association of business prof 
sionals and executives, believes that People's 
Initiative as enshrined in the Constitution 
must be used in the right manner for the right. 
purpose. 

As its name implies, such move must origi- 
nate from the grassroots, not from above. 
Such right given to the people assumes that 
the constituents are given the opportunity to 
study end understand the issues, enabling 
them to make informed choices. 

There is no reason to short-cut proper pro- 
cedures to get the Constitution amended by 
July 15, 2006 as some politicians have target- 
ed. There is nothing sacred about this date 
that will justify the hurried manner by which 
the so-called Peoples Initiative is being 
pushed. 

Such rush just raises questions about the 
motivations of the people who espouse this 
method. 

Therefore, let us do what is right for the 
country by reviewing the Constitution com- 
pletely. In particular, economic reforms are 
most important in stimulating growth and 
so with social and other provisions that 
must be studied and amended to achieve 
the stated objective of solving the poverty 
problem. 

Hence, let us take this precious opportunity 
to prioritize the interests of the Filipino peo- 
ple, even if self-sacrifice is called for. The Peo- 
ple's Initiative that is being advocated now is 
not the means to revise the Constitution. 

‘The MAP thus recommends the establish- 
ment of conditions precedent before a serious 
attempt is made to change the Constitution: 

1. A careful and objective study of the pre- 


Quiapo for the secular ... 


and sampaguita garlands. Today, he brings 
home around P300 а day. 

The seme goes for Carmelita Jose, 34, а 
sampaguita vendor, who earns P50 to P150 a 
day. 

Her sales decreased this year, and barely 
enough to provide for her and her four chil- 
dren. 

She relates that she started selling sampa- 
guita garlands in Quiapo when she was stillin 
high school. Her parents and her grandpar- 
ents likewise sold sampaguita garlands. 

Carmelita is passing on the trade to her two 
elder children. 

‘The district is also а haven for the disabled 
like Triumfo Barlezo, 58, single, and a vendor 
of religious icons. 

Mang Triumfo says disabled persons like 
him are authorized by the city hall and the 
“church to sell items, 

He and 10 others are provided shelter at 
Bukang Liwayway Homes, a private firm un- 
der Tahanang Walang Hagdan. 

They were given a small amount of money to 
fund small businesses around Quiapo church. 

He and the other vendors agree that Fri- 
days аге the best days for business. 

Fridays, after all, bring to Quiapo the 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


sent Constitution must be made and the pro- 
visions that deter growth must be identified. 
for possible amendment. The selection pro- 
cess to name the framers of the Constitution 
must assure the electorate that competent 
алд patriotic delegates will emerge from the 
process. 

2. Our people must be informed, educated. 
and enlightened so they can intelligently 
participate in debates and discussions to 
achieve acceptance of the process and its 
outcome. 

3. The constitutional changes must not re- 
dound to the benefit of the incumbents, par- 
ticularly those who are involved in the prepa- 
ration and approval of these revisions. This 
prohibition should also cover the transitory 
provisions. 

4. The process to change the Charter must 
bé fully compliant with the provisions of the. 
present Constitution. 

5. The credibility and integrity of the Com- 
mission on Elections (Comelec) must be re- 
stored. 

The MAP wishes to insure that Charter 
change will create а Constitution that will Бе 
astrong and permanent foundation for peace, 
justice, development and solidarity of our 
country. The MAP together with other profes- 
sional and business associations, calls its 
members to action to do their part to achieve. 
this task. 

May God bless us and our country 

(This is the official statement of the Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines on the 
Charter change. The MAP secretariat may be 
reached via mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 
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countless devotees paying homage to the 
Black Nazarene. 

‘Some walk on their knees to the altar to ei- 
ther ask a favor, give thanks, atone for their 
sins or wish for a miracle. After that, most 
proceed to buy something. 

It is not just the area around the Quiapo 
church that thrive with activity, however. 

‘There is also the market under the bridge 
(talim ng Tulay), where bargains abound. 

For 20 years, Robert Tan, 52, has been sell- 
ing all kinds of handicraft and embroidered 
products under the bridge. 

But like the vendors around the church, he 
also suffers from declining income. 

“Numerous foreigners used to patronize 
our native products. But, over the past few 
weeks, our sales have decreased,” he adds. 

Niña Ibañez, 59, owner of Saint Joseph 
Handicraft, agrees with Tan, saying that her 
customers have not been coming in as often 
as they used to because prices have gone up. 

She, however, says that entrepreneurs are 
sticking it out іп Quiapo, confident that the 
economy will eventually turn around. 

"Quiapo will remain popular in the eyes of 
the people as the haven of commerce,” she 
says. 
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) Ұр А 
AVENDOR of religious items and candles in 
Quiapo, Manila, zealously sells her merchandise 


despite the ban on vendors around Quiapo 
churgh. PHOTOS BYALANAHTORRALBA 


(000, 
for the secular, religious 
District is heaven to bargain hunters 


FORTUNE tellers are an attraction in Quiapo. 
Despite skepticism of these modern-day 
soot6sayers, many still patronize their services. 


By Warren Adille, Marie Ann 
Brillantes, Lara Julie Bedonia, 
Vernice Puno and Christi 
Joy Manjares 

Contributors 


QUIAPO IS A WELL-KNOWN 
district of old Manila, famous 
for the wooden image of the 
Black Nazarene that has 
spawned aculture of passionate 
devotion among countless Fil- 
ipinos. 

But Quiapo is not just a сеп- 
ter of religious activity it is also 
a haven for unusual businesses. 

‘Around the church sits palm 
readers and fortune tellers who 
do brisk business. There are 
vendors offering stringed sam- 


while selling his 
colorful wares ona 
lazy and uneventful 
afternoon. 


business just to provide food for my 
family” she explains in Filipino. 

Jayson dela Cruz, 21, who sells 
herbal medicine, echoes her senti- 
ment. 

“1 have encountered a lot of 
changes this year. In the previous 
years, my customers came almost 
every week to buy my products. 
But now, only a few of them pur- 
chase my products, only the ones 
who really need them,” he says. 

Quiapo, however, is also for the 
resilient, which these vendors are. 

For five years, Jojo dela Peña, 
12, has been selling rosaries and 
sampaguita garlands. 

He says he had to stop going to 
school to help his parents provide 
food for the family. 


paguitas for altar offerings, and candles in a 


“Every day, I sell from seven in the morning 


FOOD stalls along Hidalgo Street in Quiapo, offer an appetizing and 
ino rice cakes to noodle 


affordable array of food choices, from Filipi 
dishes, 


HERBAL medicine 


variety of colors that mean different things 

There are religious icons in wood and lami- 
mates and rosaries in all colors, sizes and 
prices, which are sold side by side with 
amulets, pendants and potions for spells and 
counterspells. There are also medicinal plants 
that vendors swear can cure all sorts of ill 
nesses. 

It is these unusual products that give peo- 
ple one more reason to go to Quiapo. 

‘Vendors, however, are feeling the pinch of 
rising prices that have weakened consumers’ 
buying power. 

Luchi Ladiya, 23, married, has been a ven- 
dor of healing oils and candles for 10 years 
now. She admits that her sales this year are 
lower compared to previous years. The num- 
ber of her customers has also decreased. 

“I want to go into a better business, but due to 
poverty I have no choice but to accept this kind of 


to five in the afternoon. Sometimes, if my 

sales are not that good, I go home at nine in 
the evening,” he says. 

Jojo adds that in the past years, he earned 

g much as P500 а day from selling rosaries 


Qutapo/ B23 


that promise to cure 
all sorts of disease, |, 
fromthecommon 5 

cold to stomach 

complications, area 

‘common sight 

in Quiapo. 


AT THE BACK of 
Quiapo church are 
stalls of candle 
vendors who offer 
to burn colorful 
wishing candles for 
you. Each color 
corresponds to a 
certain aspect of 
one's Ме, such as 
family, health or love. 


unmindful passersby, this sampaguita vendor 
isall smiles. 


43 Juss ТАКЕ VOU set tu Jun jur Joya ў 


ann ШРД! 
1 \ M \ J иши шшш sg SAPA 


E ENTE ККЕ 


884-9009 to 10 


and get the best digital solution 
for your office today! 


M 


вазона сво: Masi wah Color image Render anê DADE) асте ў 
БМАС vis rac) sut rusooooo + FREE Caron trii Projector) `, SAVE тзоеюге + FREE Canon £000 OSLA 


ROA hewn weh option навы кде ne peche толе prod om May 15 20610 ime 00. 


wm DADE 


матай тх 


Business Caw be simple 


Canon Marketing (Philippines) Inc. 
Marvin Plaza Bug 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue, Makati Cy Metro Mania. Tel. No: (02) 884-9000 Fax No: (02 894-4174 
Email infogcanon com ph - Web hitpiRwwwcanon com ph 


тота” 


Canon 


ka Unlon Branch G/F М. Perata Building. Quezon Avenue, Sevila None. Sn Fernando Cy, La Union -Tel No: 72 212-4587 -Fax No.: 724 22-040 Pampanga Branch Phan Bids, Мелі Highway Dolores San Fa A Delighting You Always 


Earn P Nec зана Faro: 19 96-029 Lagasp Branch Door7 8 CEA Bukang, Ground fca Lapu-Lapu St, Legal Cy. Bio Tel No: 1052) 820-2063 Fas No: [E2180 аай Caba OE 08 ГЕ 
Pampanga Tel Not анан Mind Ch Cebus Tel No: 012 5-32) - Fax No 032 344-6776 Davao Branch 301 Е. Райта Сі Seet, Bo. Obrero, Davao Су, Davao Tel No: 082 2274820 Fax No: (0824 2222882 


^ 


qid 
MONDAY, MAY 15,2006 


MUSEUM Foundation 
to stage Cayabyab's 
opera 'Spoliarium" 
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for a better world 


By Gibbs Cadiz 


GLOBAL THEATER 
А of sorts hap- 

pens in Manila this 
month, when the city 
hosts two simultaneous in- 
ternational events related 
to the performing arts: the 
31st Unesco-International 
Theater Institute (ITD 
Congress оп May 23-27, 
and the World Festival of 
Drama Schools on May 


Cecile Guidote-Alvarez, Na- 
tional Commission for Culture 
and the Arts (NCCA) executive 
director, is at the forefront of 
preparations for the huge event. 

“This will be a defining mo- 
ment not only for the Philippines 
but for the global community of 
artists and workers," she says. 

Alvarez is the only Filipino 
member in the executive commit- 
tee of the ITI Congress, a global 
meet established in 1948 and 
held every two years that aims to 
harness arts and culture as tools 
for human development and so- 
cial progress. 


STUDENTS from the Shanghai Theater Academy, dressed up аз 


monkeysfora performance 


PHOTO COURTESY OF EASTDAYCOM 


Manila becomes 
the world's stage 
this month as it 
hosts the 31st 
Unesco- 
International 
Theater Institute 
Congress and the 
World Festival 

of Drama Schools 


Ancestral roots 

Тһе last ITI Congress was in 
Tampico, Mexico, in 2004. This 
year, the theme of the conference 
is “Ancestral Roots to New Artistic 
Routes of Expression: Mobilizing 
Cultural Diversity to Achieve the 
UN Millennium Development 
Goals" 

Quite а mouthful, but Alvarez 
says it all comes down to going 
back to one's heritage, learning 
from the past, to make the pre- 
sent more meaningful and re- 


“Сап І load now 
and pay later?" 


————— a! 
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UNESCO director general Koichiro Matsuura with National Commission for Culture and the Arts 
executive director Cecile Guidote-Alvarez and International Theater Institute (ITI) executive directo 
and acting secretary general Jenniper Walpole, in an earlier ITI conference in Paris 


sponsive. 

“Mahalaga to link our new 
artistic works to the richness of 
our ancestral heritage," she says. 
"Our creations then become dis- 
tinctive, varied, modern but truly 
Filipino. Its also a way for us to 
see that we share the same com- 
mon historical experience. Our 
Aeta dances, for instance, are 
very much like those of Sierra 
Leone tribes. So it all becomes an 
affirmation of humanity" 

About 500 participants from 
100 countries—including, yes, 
Sierra Leone—are expected to at- 
tend the twinbill event, among 
them theater performers, direc- 
tors, drama pedagogues, stu- 
dents and other cultural workers. 


Unesco (United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Or- 
ganization) director general 
Koichiru Matsuura himself will 
preside over the Leaders’ Forum 
ofthe Congress. 

А series of simultaneous live 
performances, seminars and 
workshops will take place at the 
Cultural Center of the Philip 
pines, Manila Hotel, WOW 
Philippines-Intramuros and se- 
lected venues in 11 designated 
cities in the provinces. 

For the World Festival of Dra- 
ma Schools, the highlight in- 
volves 10 drama institutions from 
various countries fanning out all 
over the Philippines to workshop, 
interact and share experiences 
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with local theater troupes and; 
school-based groups. ці 
Called “Theater for All,” без; 
he Nationale 2+ 


ma, Peru, visiting Vigan City; the 
National ‘Drama School of New 
Delhi, India, touching base in 
Baguio City; the Department of 
Drama of the University of Cape 
Town, South Africa, in Santiago; : ¢ 
City, Isabela; the Center for Trait $: 
ing and Research in Live Perform, 
ing Arts of Burkina Fasso 
Muñoz City, Nueva Ecija; the The 
ater Academy of Shanghai, Chi 
na, in Legazpi City, Albay. 

Tlolo City will host the” 
Karpenko Kary Kyiv National Uni 


May events 


THE CASA SAN MIGUEL 
Foundation of San Antonio, 
Zambales, is holding the last 
leg of the 13th Pundaquit Festi- 
val this month. 

On May 20, choral music-lovers will 
be treated with a special performance 
of the multi-awarded Philippine Chil- 
dren's Choir from Mandaluyong (PC- 
CM) under choirmaster Sebastian 
Trinidad. ы 

Formerly the Mandaluyong Chil- 
dren's Choir, the internationally ac- 
claimed group will render contempo- 
rary international and Filipino folk 
songs arranged for children's choir. 

Alejandro Consolacion, resident PC- 
СМ composer-arranger, will assist the 


choir which play various Asian percus- 
sion instruments. 

They will also do the Philippine pre- 
miere of "Requiem Eternam" by Nancy 
Telfer as an ode to Mother Earth. 

The festival draws to a close on May 
27 with a day-long festivity featuring 
visual arts, dance and chamber music. 

Up-and-coming sculptor Jan Leeroy 
New mounts his first solo show at the 
Siemens Hall, Casa San Miguel's art 
gallery. 

Titled “Myself as Adam After the Big 
Bang,” the installation work is the cul- 
mination of the artists residency at 
Cosa San Miguel which began early this 
year. 

A dance concert will feature Myra 
Beltran and her Dance Forum inter- 


PHILIPPINE Children's Choir from Mandaluyong 
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preting her contemporary work, “Or- 
der for Masks.” 

Finally, a Memorial Mass and concert. 
will be held to observe the first death 
anniversary of Ricardo K. Bolipata, pa- 


at Pundaquit Festiv 


triarch of the Bolipata family of artists 
The Pundaquit Virtuosi, the children's 
string ensemble which he helped put to- 
gether, will play classical chamber com- 
positions such as Mendelssohn's Octet, 
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along with selections from Ricardo Boli- 
pata's personal favorites by Tony Benett 
and other 19605 crooners. 

Call 9038657 and 9332392, or text 
0920-9610320. 


Theater for a better world UST grants honorary 
‚ doctorate to Unesco head 


From page CI 


tz versity of Theater, Cinema and Televi- 
жоп from Kiev, Ukraine: Puerto 
"ZPrincesa City the School of Perform- 
‘Sing Arts, Theater Department, from 
‘Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts in Sin- 
зароге; Cagayan de Oro City the Uni- 
versity of Drama and Film from 
Bucharest, Romania; Zamboanga 
:sGity the Theater Faculty of Ver- 
Tácruzana University, Mexico, and 
Davao City the Faculty of Dramatic 
and Theater Arts, Tehran University 
Iran. 


Pocket performances 
ix, Each of these delegations is also 
presenting pocket performances of 
acclaimed works by world drama- 
tists 
ve, Both Shanghai's Theater Academy 
"па New Delhi's National School of 
“ZPrama, for instance, will workshop 
"теспе “The Caucasian Chalk Cir- 
ttle,” while the Romanian troupe will 
“stage Ionesco's "The Rhinoceros” and 
«Garcia Lorca's “Blood Wedding" will 
сее incarnations by the UP Drama De- 
artment as well as by performers 
Ў from Iran, Peru and South Africa. 
Specialized workshops will also be 
held at St. Paul's College auditorium, 
featuring three theater luminaries. 
; Professor Andrey Andreev of the The- 
V Later Academy of St. Petersburg, Rus- 
ўба, will do 30 hours of demonstration 
rkshop on Chekhov, culminating 
the production of the playwrights 
he Wedding Proposal.” 
4 Егот Japan, actress and stage di- 


INDIAN giris pa 


rector Sayoko Shirotani will discuss 
and demonstrate “Japanese Tradi- 
tional Culture." From the US, profes- 
sor Maria Horne from Buffalo Univer- 
sity, New York, will tackle "American. 
Method Acting,” the revolutionary 
performance philosophy that gave 
the world Marlon Brando, Paul New- 
тап and Montgomery Clift. 

Filipino director Anton Juan has 
his own workshop and showcase pro- 
duction on “Creative Theater” at 
Lyceum University. It will focus on 
creative techniques in drama that can 
help achieve the UN's social goals 
such as eradicating hunger, ensuring 
education for all and protecting cul- 
tural diversity 

The Department of Tourism is 
adding to the rich cultural brew with 
an exhibit called "Pista ng Katu- 
tubong Pilipino” аг Clamshell 1, In- 
tramuros, on May 23-29. 

"It will feature tribal culture, crafts, 
cooking demonstrations, rituals—all 
the ancestral components leading (0 
modern theater," explains Alvarez. 

Alvarez herself is mounting a play, 
“Something to Crow About” by Na- 
tional Artist for Literature Alejandro 
Roces, featuring around 300 per- 
formers in а one-hour show to be 
staged at the Emilio Aguinaldo Col- 
lege auditorium on May 22. 

Actors from different local theater 
groups such as Tanghalang Pilipino, 
Repertory Philippines and Gantim- 
pala Theater Foundation have been 
tapped, joining dancers from the Ra- 
mon Obusan Folkloric Group. The 
costumes are courtesy of the Fashion. 
Designers’ Group of the Philippines. 


pate in a dance workshop conducted by Prasad Vanarese 
of the National School of Drama, New Delhi. 


PHOTO COURTESY OF WWWACE:NOACOM 


Celebrity glamour 

‘Adding a dash of celebrity glamour 
to the affair is Bibi Russell, the world- 
famous Bangladeshi model and Un- 
esco Artist for Peace who is bringing 
over her advocacy of tapping indige- 
nous culture to help fight poverty. 

“Bibi Russell is a prime example of 
how the arts can cut the chain of 
poverty” says Alvarez. “She has creat- 
ей 6,000 jobs with her Bangladeshi 
weaving business, which helps nur- 
ture and preserve a traditional art 
form of her country.” 

‘That, in the end, is what this global 
artistic powwow is all about, says Al- 
varez: theater in the service of com- 
passion. 

“Theater helps stimulate initiative, 
creativity, imagination, capacity 
building, communication skills,” says 
the founder of the 39-year Philippine 
Educational Theater Association (Pe- 
ta), the country’s foremost theater 
advocacy institution. “The arts help 
develop a sense of compassion, which 
is actually the value foundation to 
help fight poverty. It can unleash the 
creative power, the avenue to help 
you transform yourself” 

"Where politics divides, the arts 
can unite," she adds. 

And with participants from Iran, 
Sudan and the US, among other 
countries, converging in Manila this 
month, the ITI Congress and World 
Festival of Drama Schools are proof of 
that 


E-mail the author at geadiz@ 
inquirercom.ph 


: 3 Ist Unesco-International Theater Institute 
! Congress and the World Festival of Drama Schools 


Highlights: 

May 17—Simultaneous opening of 
"Theater For All" Іп 10 major cities In 
the Philippines 

May 17-21—Workshops with An- 
drey Andreev (Russia), Sayoko Shi- 
rotani (Japan) and Maria Horne (US) at 
St, Paul's College auditorium, and An- 
ton Juan (Philippines) at Lyceum Uni- 
varsity 


TONO 


AN 


May 22— Performance of “Some- 
thing to Crow About," by Alejandro Ro- 
сез, at Emilio Aguinaldo College audi- 
torium 

May 23—Opening of Unesco-ITI 
World Congress, Manila Hotel 

May 25— Performance of “Regina 
Mother.” by Manlio Santanelll, co-pro- 
duced бу the CCP and National Theater 
of Bucharest (Romania), at the CCP 
Main Theater 


May 26—Formal closing of the Un- 
esco-ITI World Congress 

May 28—Pertormance of “Show of 
the World,” staged by Yuriy Kordon- 
skiy (USA) and Lia Perjovschi (Roma- 
nia), at the CCP Main Theater 


Forcomplete schedules, call NCCA 
at 5272192-93 or 0916-4255254. Fax 
5275529, e-mail oublic_atfairs@ncca. 
gov.ph or visit www. ncca. gov. ph 


THE UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS, 
WILL confer upon Koichiro Matsuura, di- 
rector general of the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(Unesco), the degree of Doctor of Laws, 
honoris causa, оп May 22, at the UST Muse- 
um of Arts and Sciences, Espafia, Manila. 

Matsuura is now serving his second term 
as Unesco director general, which he won 
by an overwhelming majority during the 
33rd session of the general conference be- 
cause of his leadership in introducing re- 
forms in administration and programming. 
He is acknowledged for his much admired 
passion for cultural diversity and his firm 
belief that unity in cultural diversity is the 
key to achieve peace. 

The director general was also instrumen- 
tal to the international assistance given by 
Unesco for the preservation of the Philip- 
pine World Heritage Sites, which included 
the most recent program on intangible her- 
itage, the “Hudhud” chant of Ifugao and the 
"Darangen" epic of Mindanao, which were 
both proclaimed as Masterpieces of Oral 
and Intangible Heritage of Humanity. 

Fr. Rodel E. Aligan, OP UST acting rector, 
will confer upon Matsuura the honorary 


Ve 


UNESCO director general Koichiro 
Matsuura 


doctorate. He will be assisted by UST Facul- 
ty of Civil Law dean Augusto К. Aligada Jr. 
and regent Fr. Roberto L. Luanzon Jr., ОР 

Master of ceremonies will be Fr. Isidro C. 
Abafio, OB secretary general of the pontifi- 
cal university. 


LITTLE BOY PRODUCTIONS 
Cebu, the same outfit that 
brought *Once on This Island" 
to the Queen City of the South, 
recently mounted a new play, 
“Welcome to IntelStar,” at the 
CAP Art Center Auditorium. 

The show was directed by Tuxs Ru- 
taquio (who played Ada in the recent 
blockbuster musical “ZsaZsa Zaturnnah” 
by Tanghalang Pilipino in Manila), pro- 
duced by Hendri Go, and starred Jude Ba- 
calso in the lead role of Ma'am Chelsea. 

“Welcome to IntelStar" is a 2005 Palan- 
ca Award-winning play written by Chris 
Martinez. 175 about Ma'am Chelsea, а 
call-center manager who is conducting а 
Powerpoint orientation program to a new 
batch of recruits (played by the audi- 


JUDE Bacalso 

as Ma'am Chelsea 
in Chris Martinez's 
“Welcome to 
IntelStar" 


‘Welcome to IntelStar’ 
conquers Cebu 


questions of identity and self-worth. 


ence). 

Her talking points cover such details of 
call-center life as acquiring neutral Amer- 
ican accents, learning US time zones, 
handling irate callers and managing er- 
ratic time schedules. Along the way, the 
audiencedearns that the job is not as easy 
and comfortable as it sounds, as the drive 
to mimic foreign behavior brings about 


Bacalso's hilarious performance had 
the audience laughing in their seats from 
the start, with the cheering extending all 
the way to curtain call. It was another 
successful production for Little Boy Pro- 
ductions, which continues to work on 
bringing new and challenging theatrical 
material to Cebu and other places south 
of Manila. 

For school bookings and tour, call 
0917-6243658 or 0917-8155794. 
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What better way 
to celebrate the 
National Heritage 
Month than 

with the staging 
оҒап орега that 
bears the title 

of Juan Luna's 
masterpiece, 
housed in the 
National Museum 
itself? к JUAN Luna's “Spoliarium” 


TATA Poblador FIDES Cuyugan-Asensio 


$ RYAN 


тш,» Museum Foundation mounts 
Ryan Cayabyab's 'Spoliarium' 


By Antonio C. Hila for the benefit of the National rousing drama that is similarly struct more halls in addition to 

Contributor Museum. The staging of the evoked by Luna's “Spoliarium,” а the recently done FCCP-Ablaza 
opera fittingly caps the celebra- compelling depiction of gross in- Hall that will be the venue of the 

S POLIARIUM: JUAN tion of the month-long National humanity signified by the gladia- inaugural opera presentation. 


EEE EERE ITE Mam: 


Luna,” a full-length Heritage Month. tors' fight for freedom. Odette Alcantara who hosted 


pos in English "Indeed, what better way to Luna's painting won the Gold the launch expressed staunch 
pera 1 ong celebrate the National Heritage Medal in 1884 at the Exposicion support to the project. Champi- 
composed by Ryan Monththanwiththestagingofan Nacional de Bellas Artes in oning the cause of environmental 
Cayabyab with libretto by opera that bears the title of Juan Madrid, Spain. Luna's contempo- concerns, she said there can nev- 
Fides Cuyugan-Asensio, Luna's masterpiece thatis housed тагу Felix Resureccion Hidalgo's ег be cultural conservation with- 
will be staged at the Na- і" the National Museum itself" "Virgines Cristianas expuestas al out environmental conservation, 

8 said Tata Poblador in a press populacho,” on the other hand, stressing thus the mutuality of 
tional Museum's new FC-  jaunch at Odette Alcantara’s resi- bagged the Silver Medal. Their the two relevant concerns. Tata 
CP-Ablaza Hall on June З dence recently. Tata is the found- winnings were a big boost to ће informed the audience that it was 
at 7:30 p.m., with cock- ing ше E: e Maia ро expatriates’ campaign for іп Odette's um where brain- 

і i Foundation ofthe Philippinesand equality in Spain. storming was done a decade ago 
E hosted by Ма Mare as its president for 10 years. "Tata spearheaded the return of for the project of reclaiming the 
atOp.m. P The opera is inspired by Luna's the Senate and Congress Building National Museum Building. 

The Museum Foundation of се The collaborative effort of to its rightful owner, the National Ехсегріз from the opera were 
the Philippines (MFP) тоноп composer Cayabyab and librettist Museum of the Philippines, 10 intensely sung with taped accom- 
the presentation as а fund drive Cuyugan-Asensio brings to life a years ago. The effort resulted in paniment by some members of 

А the passage of the National Muse- the cast, which include Allan Dale 
um Act and an Executive Order Alojipan in the tide role; Ana 
naming the Departments of Fi- Feleo (Paz Pardo de Tavera) 
nance and Tourism buildings as Fides Cuyugan-Asehsio (Doha 
part of the National Museum Juliana de Gorricho); Leslie Diaz 
a aa Complex. (Trinidad Pardo de Tavera), and 

Today, she has regained her Paul Sugano (Luling, Luna's son). 

vigor once more to raise funds for Completing the cast are Luigi: 

the restoration program of the Nacarlo (Felix Pardo de Tavera); 

National Gallery of Art. It seeks to Greg de Leon (Don Antonio Regi- 

draw attention to the restoration dor); Nazer Salcedo (Jose Rizal); 

work being done on the paintings and Alexis Edralin (Саг 

of Juan Luna and Felix Resurec-  men/helper). 

cion Hidalgo at the National Mu- | “Spoliarium” bad its world pre- 

seum, as well as the refurbishing miere at the CCP in February 

Si АР. IS of the FCCP-Ablaza Hall, which 2003 and bagged Aliw's “Best 
promises not only to serve as Musical Award” in 2004. 

SHOP Manila's newest venue for the Helping МЕР are the Friends 

display of the museum's collec. for Cultural Concerns of the 

tion, but also as venue for more Philippines; Filipino Heritage 

fund drives in the future. Festival National Commission 

As Tata explained it, maintain- for Culture and the Arts; and the 
ing a painting—say, “Bulakefia,” Department of Tourism. 
another Luna painting—needsan Only 200 tickets priced at 
allocation of a quarter of a mil- Р5,000 and P2,500 are available 
lion pesos a year (P250,000). The due to ће venue's limited seating 
fund drive is an initial projectina capacity. Guests are enjoined to 


Я the ground level wide effort to raise around PB соте in semiformal attire or Fil- 


к. million, which is the amount ipiniana. Call МЕР at 8130771 
E needed to finish the National and ask for Andrie Bahaga or 
ЛІНГЕН. 

d 5 р А М р А N 5 A restoration works, and to con- 4042685. 
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ALLAN Dale Alojipanin the title АМА Feleo as Paz Pardo de 
role Tavera 
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The former 
Portuguese 
territory 
offers 
multi- 
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ALL that glitters is gold at the Golden Emperor Hotel, where 
D guests walk over gold bullions embedded beneath the floor. 
realities 8 added beneath the oor, 
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the hottest Pinoy Бола: 
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jj to their lates hits 


| "OENSAUTECIUCACU T f 
ТЕБЕ рр æ à in a special concert Ў 
1X WEEKS AFTER 1 FERNER ОЮ 3 = 1 $ 
toured Macau's her- 3 чы Ng ў : ў 4 8 ше d 
itage architecture MS. 
with the Makati Chapter 
of the United Architects of 2 witha spac sf aud 
the Philippines (see “Pride TAN шаны 
of Place," Philippine Daily : 
INQUIRER, 02/19/06), 1 mm 3 
went back to Macau on an decere SHOWROOMS ES 7 a 
invitation to culturaljour. , was another reality where AL be Gee, Fe Spa Fine bg ЖЯ Conn, ena en C 
malito fal ka marble was polished to high glitz Tel/Fax.: (02) 771-0857 Tels.: (02) 3739797 • 4165218 - 19 6% 
ım all over the levels crystal and gold chande- MEA n ENS n аа Н PEE 
world by the Macau Gov- liers sparkled on ceilings and ПЛ ЛТ Coa ЖИ „ылынан аЙ | © 
ernment Tourism Office, — walls, and all surfaces were gold- А = 
Angie Wong of the Macau Cul. trimmed. Was everything that 
tural Institute briefed us on slittered gold? 
Macau's conservation activities, , Some of the glitter is gold. 
particularly the inscription of Tamper-proof glass covers 78 
some 25 local monuments of Chi- pieces of 1-kg gold bullion bars 
mese and Portuguese colonial ori- below floor level, а Golden Av- 
gin on the prestigious Unesco enue leading guests through the 
World Heritage List. lobby to the reception desk or to 
Remembering what Сана the hotel casino. 
Figueiredo, another heritage col. Ас the Grand Emperor, рог. 
league from the Macau Cultural traits of a youthful Queen Fliza- 
Institute, told me, “Macau has beth and King George hang on 
many realities that exist side by the lobby walls. Outside, a pair of 
side,” I set out to tour Macau once gold-painted full-sized royal car- 
mie riages flank the front door, and a 
Macau із а walkable, compact Pair of Buckingham Palace 
city. Paths paved in cream cobbles guards in full regalia guard the 
With black waves mark the her. hotel entrance. At scheduled in- 
itage route, which connects tem- tervals the guards change with 
ples, churches, colonial monu- ЁШ pomp and ceremony. 
ments, public buildings, muse- | Guests of the Grand Emperor 
ums, houses and picturesque delighted in their lobby ambi- 
plazas. ence, ogled the gold bullion, 
Twalked away from the cobble- posed with the palace guard, and 
stoned heritage route and wan. reveled in the brighter than day- 
dered into the asphalt streets to light lighting levels of the chan- 
discover another Macau reality. deliers. it was their kind of reali- 
With about 500,000 people liv- ¥ 
inginan areaof almost 55 sq km, Тһе Grand Emperor opened 
tiny Macau is one of the densest eyes. Mine. І was now operating 
шап areas in the world, appar- оп a different reality level from 
ent in the low-rise residential that of the Mandarin Oriental. I 
blocks packing both sides of паг. should now un-blinder myself 
row winding streets that rise and and simply enjoy the golden mo- 
fall, following the contours of the ment. 
low hills. 
Prom apanment windows Out of comfort zone 
and balconies hang multicol- _ Stepping out of my comfort 
огей laundry that shades moth- Zone, 1 looked at the Grand Em- 
ers walking along ribbon-nar- Peror lobby once again. Closely. 
row sidewalks either to shop ог What my former “habitual reali- 
bring their children to or from 5” would normally dismiss as 
school. Older children play on gaudy took on a life of its own. 1 
the sidewalks and tiny plazas, could see the logic behind it, and 
Filipina nannies push their little What mood the environment set 
charges in prams for a whiff of outto achieve. 
fresh air. ‘The lobby transports guests in- 
Off the tourist path, small t0 a dream world, taking them in- 
shops provide everyday stuff to а fantasy reality, providing a 
Macau residents need for subsis- respite from their dull everyday 
tence—meat, poultry, vegetables, environment. For a few days 
cooked nogales and roasted thanks to the mood successfully 
meats to take home, Chinese Set by the lobby, they live in a 
medicine, toys, school supplies “castle in the sky,” away from the 
and baby clothes. Shopfront monotony of day after day exis- 
restaurants served Chinese, tence. 
Macanese and Portuguese food to Macau is a collection of differ- 
die for. ent castles in the sky, each setting 
“There is no designer gear sold its own mood and ambience 
in these neighborhoods, just Whether it be everyday urban ex- 
things needed for life on a daily istence, rural villages in Taipa or 
basis in crowded Macau. Coloane islands, elegant World 
Designer shops were all Heritage churches and temples, 
around the lobby ofthe Mandarin Or theme parks and casinos 
Oriental where we checked in up- | The Sands Casino is still the 
on arrival. The hotel lived upto largest of the castles, at an area of 
алан 1 million sq ft approximately 10 
Its setting was like the Macau ba) with "upscale touches, featur- 
World "Heritage moms. ing the worlds biggest chandelier Cal 
ments—dignified Old World gen- that weighs more than 100,000 528-5555 for more informati: 
Шу, wood Шу burnished, Ibs, over 165,000 sq ft Capproxi- u (02) for 4 on: 


brass polished to a warm sheen, mately 1.65 ha) of casino space "De Pellen Group Conyanian aha 
awa Я А aa tanga and арса о анала ngay vá Cuyo sath Cr Dre o d 
and the service flawless, It was With 65-f (20 meters) high ceil- Бен мелер iere АСА [mri rei d бы 


the hotel heritage my program. ings, three specialty restaurants КИТ 
ming expected. and a 100-meter long buffet pro- a pins 9% 
Two nights later, we trans. viding world-class dining,” И n 3 | 
( Qum 


ferred to the Grand Emperor Ho. Probably the most extensive 1 T = j 
Ё ДУДКА ЛИТ LIF EN, Anaican ematonoi Group, ne. 


tel “Macau's newest hotel offer. castle in the Macau sky these days 


4 Ае 
Sg M 


ing you a glimpse of the Royal is found on the pier across Ше 
Palaces of Europe,” its brochure Kcu 


рый 


lounging chair 
with adjustable 
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CHIPPENDALE 


at Metropolitan Museum 


Manila launches the first ever exhibit 
of chairs from the American colonial 

period, “Upuan: Philippine Seating Arrange- 
ments During the American Colonial Era,” 
which will run May 26-Nov. 4 at the Tall 
Gallery of the Metropolitan 
‘Museum of Manila 

The exhibit features 
domestic chairs originat- 
ing in the American colo- 
nial period, such as the bu- 


T* METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF 


In the exhibit, the chair is treated both as 
man's extension and symbolic object that is 
created and modified in response to clashing 
social forces. 

The show explores the deeper social and 
political meanings of the chair and of seating 


=. practices in the Filipino domestic environ- 


ment 
Aseriesof fora will open on May 25 at the. 
Metropolitan Museum of Manila, 4-6 p.m. 
Curator Gerard Lico will give an overview 
of the exhibition and a talk on "The Po- 


Anold 
literary 
dramatic 
art form 
still thrives 
on Panay 
island 


‘THE KOMEDYA 
“Leonoria” 
performed in San 
José, Antique 


taca, batibot, 
chair, 
chair. 


bentwood 
divan and rocking 


Showcased under one roof 


аге over 100 chairs and benches 


gathered from different collec- 
tions such as the Bangko Sentral 


ng Pilipinas, the Museo de La 
Salle, the Intramuros Admin- 
istration and other private 


collections. 


More than just a presentation 

of categories and styles of chairs 
used in the period, the exhibit pre- 
sents chairs that encourage discussions 


N 


of issues and meanings beyond function Ч 
such as aesthetics, vanity, discipline, power 


and colonial modernity. 


By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Contributor 


HE KOMEDYA OR MORO-MORO, 
with its battles between Christians and 
Muslims, flourished in the 19th centu- 

ту, then gave way to the zarzuela which, in 

turn, was overtaken by the cinema. 

Like the zarzuela, the komedya is revived 
from time to time, Gantimpala Theaters "Flo- 
Tante at Laura” being a notable example. 

1а Antique, the komedya is alive and well, 
with the different barangays boasting of well- 
rehearsed troupes which perform during spe- 
cial occasions and fiestas like the just-concluded 
Binirayan festival of the province. The focus 
wasin the capital of San José de Buenavista. 

"The komedyas are set in mythical kingdoms 
and the material comes from the metrical ro- 
mances of Europe, the corridos,” says Alex de los 
Santos, executive director of the Binirayan 
Foundation, 

Traditionally the komedya is in Hiligaynon 
Glonggo), the literary language of Panay.” he 
adds. Some, however, have been translated into 
(or written in) Kiniray-a, the centuries-old lan- 
guage of Antique. In olden times, the komedyas 
would run for 3-4 days. 

"When we were children the komedyas 
‘would last until З a.m,” recalls Bella Zaldivar 
Julian, owner of Villa Gabriela Hotel in San 
José. “And the stage was so high. There were al- 
so cottages for the sponsors.” 


й 


KOMEDYA scene from the Binirayan festival 


The first documented komedya ("Gimeno y 
Rugera") in Antique was recorded in San José in 
1893, with a review appearing in the newspa- 
per Eco de Panay in lloilo City. 

As a highlight of the Binirayan, four kome- 
dyas were presented: "Gracia" (Brgy. Guinban- 
gaan, Lauan, directed by Rebecca Baña); 
"Leonaria" (Brgy. Madrangca, San José, script 
reconstructed from memory by the director- 
‘writer Genaro Encarnacion); "Ludovico" and 
the contemporary “Mga Peste sa Parayan” (both 
by Brgy. San Antonio, Barbaza, and directed by 
Corazon Catalufia). 


The call of Macau rre 


street from the Sands. Inaugurated last 
Dec, 31, the Fisherman's Wharf Theme 
Park is a collection of architectural 
replicas, rides, shops, and, like every- 
thing else in new Macau, will have its 
own hotel and casino. 

At Fisherman's Wharf, a Tang Dy- 
nasty Palace replica stands next to the 
Dalai Lama's former home in Lhasa, the 
Potala Palace, which is really the ticket 
booth to enter Vulcania, the theme 
parks concrete volcano that erupts ev- 
ery hour on the hour while a roller- 
coaster zooms around inside its dark 


underbelly. 


‘Trafalgar Square of London faces a 
concrete Roman Coliseum, a vast am- 
phitheater for performances. Shops and 
restaurants are in buildings replicating 
the Caribbean, Italian Riviera, Amster- 
dam, Portugal and New Orleans. The 


in. 


Macau casinos 


elopers as Las Vegas East. 


Babylon Casino and The Rocks Hotel 
are stil under construction. Fisher- 
man’s Wharf, a successful fantasyland, 
attracts tourists who love the surround- 
ings and is really not a bad place to be 


Diverse replica realities intersect in 
Fisherman's Wharf. Different realities 
also exist side by side in Macau's real 
world. Middle-class neighborhoods and 
genteel heritage precincts coexist with 
the blinking signage of brash new 
rising in the re- 
claimed Cotai Strip envisioned by de- 


‘At the rate Macau is building up, 
could it be only a matter of time before 
Las Vegas is called Macau West? 

This visit to Macau changed my reali- 
ty. 1 learned that sometimes what glit- 
ters is gold. I learned that heritage 


could coexist with theme parks. 


lessons for the other. 


Local life, heritage, tourism and 
gambling trades each have require- 
ments to be provided for, and in so do- 
ing the balance among the different re- 
alities of Macau is continually and suc- 
cessfully met. Coexistence is the key. 
Multitextural Macau offers some- 


thing for everyone. 


Т learned that what is kitsch and 
tacky for me is wonderful to others. 
There are different realities. Each offers 


litical Dimensions of 
Chair in the Colonial 
Context.” 

Furniture expert Mar- 


Ь tin Tinio Jr. will discuss 


"The Different Styles 
of Chairs During the 
American. Period," 
while humanities pro- 
fessor Felipe de Leon 
Jr. will discuss the func- 
tions and aesthetics of 
chairs during the peri- 
od. 

Ай open forum fol- 
lows .the presenta- 
tions. F 


THE MORO-MORO isa resilient tradition in 
ойо, 


Performances were on a stage in front of the. 
municipal hall, with a set design approximating 
а castle-fortress. The performers were in period 
costumes. 

Dialogue was florid, the delivery forceful, the 
choreography stylized, and the music (by a live 
band) frenzied during the battles and duels. 

And so we were regaled by tales of a garden- 
ег who is really a prince—and, in the female 
version, a princess—and both save their king- 
doms from the Moros; of three daughters who 
rescue their abducted father (rhe King); and 
good pests battling bad pests to save a farm. 

Present during most of the performances 
were Gov. Salvacion Zaldivar Perez and San 
José Mayor Fernando Corvera, who was once a 
Zarzuela stagehand. There was a huge turnout, 
with many children seated on the ground or 
standing before the stage. 

“See how interested the children are,” 
gushed Perez, daughter of the late Supreme 
Court Justice Calixto Zaldivar. "We are giving 
them culture at early age.” 


> 
M. oon 
ом FF 
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DAUGHTER or 
‘Rew. Frank Р. М. 
GILMAN. 
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Call the Macau Government Tourism. 


con.ph 


hotmail.com 


Feedback is welcome at afrillalon@ 


Office in Manila at 8139047 for visitor. 
information, or e-mail mgtophil@info. 


OFF the normal tourist track, epitaphs 
in the Protestant Cemetery chronicle. 
the early non-Portuguese settlers of 
Macau. 
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SIDE chair 


Arts and crafts 
shops call... 


From page DS 


“We are a movement that seeks to encour- 
age consumers to exercise their purchasing 
power to improve the livelihood of small Fil 
ipino producers who engage in responsible 
business practices," Claribel David, Philippine 
Fairtrade Movement spokesperson, said. 

“We would like to call on consumers to buy 
local and buy fair,” David said. "By buying lo- 
cal, they support local industries. By buying 
fair, they support those who practice responsi- 
ble business by paying fair wages to their 
workers, providing safe and healthy working 
conditions, avoiding child labor, giving equal 
employment benefits to women; and using 
environment-friendly practices to make their 
products.” А 

То accommodate consumers who decide го 
"dare to be fair,” more Fairtrade Shops will 
open in Metro Manila and the provinces in the 
coming months, David said. 

If you are interested to know more about 
the products and advocacy of Fairtrade, find 
time to visit the Fairtrade shops: 

«забу (Social Action For the Filippine 
Youth) c/o Sofronio Lapitan, 2594 Lamayan 
St, Sta. Ana, Manila, tel. 5610395 (Product 
line: handcrafted baskets, bags, lamps, 
houseware, decors, light furniture.) 

Community Crafts Association of the 
Philippines (CCAP) c/o Gina Sodorra, 693 G. 
Araneta Ave., QC, tel. 7122160 or 0920- 
9012382. (Product line: light furniture, bas- 
kets, houseware, bags, lamps.) 

ө Preda (People's Recovery, Empowerment 
and Development Assistance Foundation, 
Inc) c/o Alex Hermoso, Upper Kalaklan, 
Subic Bay, Olongapo Ciry, tel. (047) 2239229 
ог 0918-9224453. (Product line: dried man- 
goes, mango purée, handcrafted bags, acces- 
sories, decors, recycled slippers, bags and 
toys) 

* Katakus c/o Betty More, Room 3, 2/7 
Vias Court, 53 Legazpi St., Davao City, tel. 
(082) 2218157 or 0919-8792620, 

ә Panay Fair Trade Center, c/o Ruth Fe 
Salditos, Sitio Manue, Tagbac Sur, Oton, Iloilo 
5020, tel. (033) 336-9611. (Product line: 
muscovado sugar, banana chip: 

* Southern Partners for Fair Trade Center 
(SPFTC) c/o Geraldine Labradores, People's 
Fair Trade Shop, Dr. 1 YMCA Complex, Osme- 
fa Blvd, Cebu City, tel. (032) 4125893. 
(Product line: dried mangoes, mango purée, 
bags, banana chips.) 

© Handicrafts of Aklan Multipurpose Co- 
operative (Hampco) c/o Lionesa Leyson, 610 
Rizal St., Kalibo, Aklan, tel. (036) 2686880 or 
920-5105647. (Product line: piña and abaca 
fiber-based products, shawls, place mats, 
cushion cover.) 
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“DANCE of Love | TEPPER: “PARADISE 
and Prosperity,” e A 
by Edmund Balan 


in Liliputan," 
by Alan Dala 


“MINASNGI 
Shell Pickers,” 


"NATAD," 
by Nelly Dala by Billy Pomida 
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АТЫ PEE 


Summer Без іш, 
Treatmentsfor /-635: 
joy 63: 


Get 25% Discount 


on the following services: 
Diamond Peel + Marine Revitalizing Mask • Photo Skin Rejuvenation 
Crystal Face-ift (Facial Massage) * Body Crystal Massage 


FREE 10 mins. treatment of 
Aromatic Herbal Pack 
for every Traditional Hilot (Filipino Massage). 
PROMO PERIOD: APRIL 5 TO MAY 31, 2006 


NOW FRANCHISING 5 


BlueWater 


[GG EREEIPARKING ON 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao practiced as an offering for good 
harvest. 

ENTION EASTERN Michael's elder brother, Ed- 

Mit and images of mund, on the other hand, used 

typhoons and commu- watercolor, acrylic and oil, and 

nist rebels immediately spring to likewise featured typical Eastern 

mind, Samar scenes on works titled 

But this province facing the vast "Labnasan” (Shore), "Diskanso" 
Pacific Ocean in the Eastern (Rest) and “Duruongan Ha Sulan- 
Visayas region is also about peace- gan" (Sulangan Port). 
loving people gifted with healthy Other scenes caught on canvas 
farmland and seas teeming with include “Kuratsa” (Curacha) by 
fish. Andy Apelado; “Parapamurot Ha 

Laughter comes easily to Este- Minasngi” (Minasngi Shell Pick- 
lhanons, as people here аге re- ers) Әу Nely Dala and "Paraiso На 
ferred to, and they grab at any ех- Liliputan" (Paradise in Liliputan) 
cuse to be happy together. by Alan Dala. 

It is these images that a group — Two of Alan Dala's works cap- 
of artists from Eastern Samar cap- tured the attention of the visitors 
tured on canvas and proudly dis- ofthe exhibit because he used tu- 
played during the first Sidlit ex- Ба, a popular local alcoholic brew 
hibit, held last February at the NC- from coconuts with a distinct red- 
CA Bldg. in Intramuros in celebra- orange hue, as medium to execute 
Чоп ofthe National Arts Month, “Didto Ha Sawang” (In Sawang). 

The artists were gathered by 
the provincial government of Much to offer 
Eastern Samar led by Gov. Ben Artist Billy Pomida, who repre- 
Evardone and the National sents the NCAA committee on vi- 
Commission for Culture and the sual arts in Eastern Visayas, said 
Arts. the artists chose to paint everyday 

Sidlit literally means the first scenes because they wanted to 
light of dawn, and it also signifies show that the province has much 
the beginning of these artists goal to offer if only people bothered to 
to paint a different picture of their look beyond the typhoons, the 
province. poverty and the insurgency: 

Far Eastern University Fine Ars ` “There is a lot of beauty in our 
graduate Michael Balan from province and we tried to show 
Borongan, the provincial capital, that beauty through the eyes of 
chose watercolor as a medium to our very own artists,” Pomida 
feature the Estehanons at their or- said. 
dinary tasks, Pomida, the veteran among the 

His works include “Pirilipig Ki- artists with a number of three- 
ta" (Let's Pound the Rice), "at. шап shows in the United States 
buro” (Harvest Season), “Tinun- under his belt, exhibited “Sidlit 
gogan nga Ngisi” (Dyed Smile) Han Kaagahon" (Beginning of a 
and “Oy, Karan-on!" (Delicacies New Day) and “Usa ka Adlaw Ha 
for Sale). Sapao" (One Day in Sapao), both 

The paintings pay homage to in watercolor. 
the province's many rice-produc- — Guest artist Egai Fernandez, 
ing towns, where life revolves one of the country’s top artists, 
around the planting and harvest- saw that beauty for himself when 
ing of rice. he came over to the province for a 

In many of these towns, pound- visit. 
ing of rice is stil traditionally Не interpreted what һе say The most flexible insurance product in the market that can cater to your specific 


in acrylic, one of needs and budget. 

which is titled " " а " 

“Taub Ngan Hubas Enjoy a variety of flexible benefits: 

Ha Samar” (High + Insurance coverage that immediately increases on the 2nd year and doubles оп 
Tide and Low Tide the 3rd year al no extra cost 


in Samar). + Ease of payment periods in 3, 5, 10, or 15 years 
Ir is not only the 


чына the + Avaliable in Peso or Dollar versions 


artists wanted to + Option to withdraw dividend earrings for your financial needs 

touch — through "Choice to use ав pamana or retirement fund 

ther айы bii te Earnings on Мп and nares ar nr estimates T 
а E ^ Earnings оп didends and іе are nether estimates nor guarantees. 

песто them. Future Omend and interest earnings ні depend on future company exponera. 


“We want them Call (02) 528-5555 for more information. 
to appreciate their 


own artists and re- к: 

porre es ‘a aming rr aa a ay NÎ 
velopment is not жет 

just in terms of 4 
economic growth, 
but of culture as A Member of 


wel" he said, уа PEA MMF NO. akon wanaona Group, юс, 


"They must go www.ephilam.com. 
hand-in-hand,” n __ guis 


names 


“COSMIC 
Dance" 


[i 


By Gino Dormiendo 
‚ Contributor. 


HE MARKEDIY IDENTICAL 

1 character inscribed on the 

suite of paintings and sculp- 

tures shows the ambidextrous nature. 

of their creator, a vaunted New Age 

disciple whose deep-seated spiritu- 

ality tries to enforce mind over 

matter. 

From the time he formally 

took up art іп college, pursu- 

ing it with the passion of a 

wounded warrior, Flo- 

Tence José Cinco has 

been fascinated with 

industrial junk both as 

emblem and the wellspring of cre- 

ative power, In it, he sees the reflec- 

tion of life, past and present coalesc- 
ing, as it were, into the future. 

Та his first show years back, Cinco 
made an impression in the art circles 
with his uncanny ability to remold 
and recast industrial remnants res- 
cued from nondescript junk shop 

These discarded nuts and bolts, 
„ү salvaged screws of machinery, 


"BEING" 
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d-over-matter ar 


possessed a raw if primitive appeal 
in an age of unabashed utilitarian- 
ism, though a refinement of the spirit 
was, however, deemed crucial to 
artistic continuity. 
‘Assembled in a rather 
manner, his early pieces 
their provenance by the 
outré shape and sheen 
of their metallic ori 
gins. 
Last year, Cinco 
surprised everyone 
who had mistaken- 
ly thought the 
Waray wannabe 
was forever 
doomed to a fate of 
transforming junk pieces, when he 
mounted a suite of new works— un. 
obtrusively crafted, elegantly con 
figured works in mixed media, with 
a grid of his trademark 
serews—that gave him 
ample space to expound 
on his personal beliefs 
culled from his 
practice of 
Ananda 
Marga. 
Alo unex- 
pectedly, he be- 
came the toast of 
the ап world 
clinched the first 
prize in the mixed-media cat- 
е Art Association of 
the Philippines Annual with a 
visually scintillating piece, 
Опе,” reportedly an easy fa- 
vorite of the judges. (Another 
Nirguna Force," won 
honorable mention in the 
sculpture category, making 
Cinco a double winner that 
year) 


slapdash 
betrayed 


New show 
In his new show, also 
called “One,” at The Big 


"PARAMAPURUSA' 
(means "god") 


& Small Gallery, in allusion to (һе 
pursuit of body-mind synthesis, Cin- 
со has mounted both sculptures and 
paintings, though the ratio has final- 
ly tilted in favor of the latter. 

The four free-standing sculptures 
bear the resonance of Giacometti in 
their bold attempt to mimic the fu- 

sion of strength and grace, in- 

deed, of body and mind, 
their weight firmly root- 
ed on the ground. 

One piece with 
built-in holes on its 
sheath alludes to the 
Sanskrits Parama- 
purusa, literally the 
Supreme Deiy A 
playfully designed 

piece, called “Cosmic 

Dance" mimics an extra- 

terrestrial creature, playfully 
doing a pirouette. 

"Mind Travelers" has 
the uncanny image of a 
train carriage, complete 

with wheels to keep it mov- 
ing. 

The pieces rendered in 
mixed media have a boldly innova- 
tive spirit in them, both in the im- 
agery and the courage of articulating 
ancient wisdom culled from the 

actice of controlling the mind and 
its dominion over the body. 

The field has also gone beyond the. 
oppressively gray family, though col- 
or is, admittedly, still sparingly ар- 

lied, with copper now emerging in 
Cinco's metallic universe. 

In these new works, which coinci- 
dentally do justice to the gallerys 
name, being, by turns, both big and 
small insize and scope, the artist has 
wisely moved on, intent on pursuing 
adeeply rooted Eastern philosophy. 

А staunch believer in vegetarian- 
ism, a devoted yoga disciple and a 
leading member of the Maharlika 
Artists and Writers Association and 


Renaissance Writers & Writers Asso- 
ciation, Cinco is a rare breed of con- 
temporary artist, who plumbs the 
material world for remnants that he 
transforms into a specimen of 
strength and spirituality. 


E-mail author at gdormiendo@ya- 
hoo.com 
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FLORENCE Cinco 


“INTHE MARKET Place,” by Anita Magsaysay-Ho 


Lopez Museum 
exhibit tackles 
femme mystique 


PLAYING ON THE IDEA THAT 
‘women continue to be associ- 
ated with vanity and gab, the 
Lopez Memorial Museum, in 
collaboration with ABS-CBN 
Media Asset Management Divi- 
sion opens "Babble, Bauble: 
‘Tweaking Femme." 

The exhibit inquires into 
how its own collection figures 
in light of how females have 
historically changed the way 
they look upon themselves and. 
have been looked upon by oth- 
ers. 

‘As women have alternately 
been portrayed as docile vir- 
gin, devoted handmaiden, coy 
flirt, vampy villainess, busty 
heroine, bored matron and 
wretched hag, "Babble, 
Bauble” hopes to invite viewers 
to find traces of how, over time, 


types. 


photography, gra 


ater, dance, church 


work and play. 


Romeo Tabuena, 


Abad, 


A simultaneous 
drawn 
Lopez 
Memorial Library's 
and 


exhibition 
from the 


rich image 


publication 
archive 


lection. 


“Babble, Bauble: 
Tweaking Femme” 
runs until Sept. 15. 
‘The Lopez Memori- 
al Museum is open 
daily except Sun- 
days and holidays, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Call 


ARTWORK by Bencab 6312417. 


females have played up to or 
resisted being pinned down to 


The exhibition brings to- 
gether images of women as 
represented in classical and 
modern painting, sculpture, 

art, 
film, video, television, the- 


pageantry, and daily rituals of 


Visitors will find how mul- 
tidimensional and complex 
issues of gender can be read 
and reread amidst the works 
of Juan Luna, Felix Resurrec- 
cion Hidalgo, Carlos Francis- 
co, Cesar Legaspi, Vicente 
Manansala, Ang Kiukok, Ani- 
ta Magsaysay-Ho, Bencab, 
Juvenal 
Sansó, Macario Vitalis, 


Aguinaldo, Pacita 


comple- 
ments the muse- 
um's visual art col- 


IN CELEBRATION OF NA- 
tional Heritage Month, Ga- 
lerie Joaquin presents 40 
paintings in the show “La 
Musique ІУ” from senior 
artists such as National 
Artist Arturo Luz, Sansó, 
Lydia Velasco and Mario 
Parial, as well as contem- 
porary artists | Manny 
Garibay, Bernard Vista, 
Dominic Rubio, Jerry 
Morada, Bayani Ray Acala, 
Vincent de Pio, Edwin Tres 
Reyes and members of the 
Guevarra Group of Artists. 

“La Musique IV" is the fourth ina 
series of annual exhibitionsand one 
of the most popular group shows of 
Galerie Joaquin. Opening May 16 
at 6 p.m. at the Centre Gallery of 
Galerie Joaquin Main, it pays trib- 
ute to music as a powerful and solid 
expression of the human spirit. 

Soprano Josephine Gomez, 
tenor Frankie Асапіего, pianist 
Raul Sunico and flutist Sonny 
Yangco will perform during the 
opening. 

In their works, the artists explore 
various human emotions uniquely 
expressed in musi. 

Filipiniana surrealist Morada has 
four 36" x 48" works including the 
highly intriguing “Musika,” show- 
ing only the upper parts of numer- 
ous musical instruments. 

‘The Galerie will also be exhibi 


art, 


Lee 


"LALA'S Room” 


‘Room Series’ 


y Mario Parial 


= ioo 
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“MUSIKA,” by Jerry Morada 


“PERFORMANCE,” by Vincent 


dePio 


MANUEL PADILLAS “ROOM 
Series,” consisting of paintings in 
pastel and oil depicting teacups, 
glasses and lamps, in bold combi- 
nations of patterns and colors, 
will open on May 19, 10:30 a.m., 
at Milky Way Building, 900 AS. 
Arnaiz Ave. (formerly Pasay 
Road), Makati City. 

Padilla describes his style as 
spontaneous. He does not use ош- 
lines for his paintings. He immedi- 
ately applies pastel or oil, instinc. 
tively rendering figures from his 
mind. No painting is then the 
same. 

“Each painting is a reflection of 
my mindset, my mood, my incli- 
mation at a particular moment 
Since that moment does not hap- 
pen again, І cannot repeat, ог 
even copy acertain work,” Padilla 
said. 

The exhibit is for the benefit of 
the breast cancer awareness pro- 
gram of the Essenses Foundation, 

Call 0915-2762358 or e-mail 
mannypdll@yahoo.com 


at Milky Way 


MANUEL Padilla 


“ENSEMBLE,” by Bernard Vista 


ing two 36" x 36” works by Luz: 
“Performers: Two Musicians 1” and 
“Performers: Two Musicians IL" 

Paral submitted a 36" x 48" 
work, titled "Three Musicians,” іп 
acrylic on canvas. 

De Pio bas three works tiled 
“Black & White Cellist,” “Encore,” 
“Performance,” and “Two Musi- 
clans" done in various sizes. 

Vista's works include a 48” x 36" 
piece titled "Ensemble" and a 40" x 
40" "Violin" piece. 

Velasco's "La Musique,” 48" x 
847, shows five women with vari- 
ous musical instruments, under a ' 
summer moon. 

Galerie Joaquin is at 371 P Gue- 
varra St. cor. Montessori Lane, Ad- 
dition Hills, San Juan, Call 
7239253, 7239418 ог visit 
www galeriejoaquin.com 


MONDAY, MAY 15,2006 


pum —— 


kanaan anas ——— 


Manes at West 

West Gallery at Megamall presents "Idiomatic Expressions,” Lotsu Manes" 
first one-man exhibit, May 18-30. The exhibit will feature mostly oil-on-can- 
vas works and one in mixed media, which try to breathe life and irony into 
some famous Filipino proverbs. Call 6341284. 


Nantes at Avellana 
“Opening today in Avellana Art 
Gallery is "Daan Dito,” the latest 
exhibit by Efren Nantes, known 
for painting his subjects on used 
wine bottles. This time, the artist 
renders on his unlikely canvas 
idyllic scenery, children en- 
лч] grossed in traditional games and 
0141 the riotous colors of Pahiyas of 
his hometown, Lucban, which in- 
cidentally celebrates its feast day 
today. Original, highly detailed 
and sensitive to the material, 
Nantes’ works offer a new vista in 
the Filipino countryside and 
imagination. Avellana Art Gallery 
isat A-19, 2680 FB. Harrison St 
Pasay City (fronting Gideon 


BOTILEare Academy). Call 8338357. 


by Efren Nantes. 


"OFFICE 
Desk Hay 
After AT," 
by Elaine. 
Roberto- 
Navas 


Navas at Finale 

On view until May 30 in Finale Art Gallery (4/F SM Megamall Bldg. 
А, Mandaluyong City) is Elaine Roberto-Navas' “Artifacts.” The 
artist approximates the history and story which everyday ob- 
jects—chairs, desks, bath tubs—accumulate through rhythmic, 
well-calculated strokes and ponderous colors. Basically stilHifes, 
her paintings merit close attention for the sensuousness of their 
details and haunting tone of domesticily. Call 6342411 


Tapayaat Boston 

Boston Gallery features "Looban" by 
young artist Rodel Tapaya until June 
7. "Looban" isa series of acrylics on 
burp portraying dally ife in an ur- 
ban informal community. Tapaya, 
who studied painting at the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines, chose Barangay 
Krus na Ligas for his subject. Krus па 
Ligas, which lies at the edge of UP 
property is popular tor its watering 
holes, cheap eateries, and even small 
rooms and bed spaces for students 
and a few faculty. Boston Gallery is at 
72 Boston St, Lantana, Cubao, OC 
Call 7229205 


“ARIEL, Isang Babad 
Ka Lang Kay Perla,” 
by Rodel Tapaya 


Jemina at Power 
Plant Mall 
JEMINA mounts her 11th 
Solo exhibitat the R1 
нуз of Power Plant 
Mall, Rockwell, May 20- 
June 2. "Sentimental Jour- 
ney" is the first of a series 
of exhibits presented by 
Power Pant Mall апа Yel- 
low Door Gallery, and isa 4, " " 
kaaa кал BAGUNO acre op cines 
canvas depicting Philippine landscapes. Opening cocktails will be held on 
May 20,6 p.m. 

"ter receiving a scholarship and graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of Santa Barbara in 1992, Jemina has pursued a flourish- 
ing art career on the local art scene, having held 10 solo exhibitions in art insti- 
tuons such as the Lopez Museum Galery and the Ayala Museum. She has al- 
So participated in various group exhibitions in the Philippines and in the United 
les. Са! 0920-9624347 or e-mail yollowdoorgalory@gmail com 


Esquillo, Borsoto at Nineveh 

NINEVEH ARTSPACE will open tour art exhibits: Asean Art awardee Alfredo 
Dorado Esqulllo Jr.'s “Pasyonista," on May 21-June 12: "Lying on the Ana- 
тузге Couch" by Lawrence 
Borsoto; "Buhay at Hugis 
Paete" by Lino Dalay; and 
Roel Paz Salvatierra and Ser 
Brave Singh's two-man show 
"Why Pamper Life's Complex- 
ities.” Esquillo and Borsoto 
are award-winning artists who 
studied at the UST College of 
Fine Arts. Nineveh Artspace 15 
at 2452 1st Ave., Villa Silan- 
gan Subd., Sta. Cruz, Laguna, 
Call (049) 8086617 or (049) 


“PURPOSELESSNESS at Citihomes,” 
8106315. 


by Lawrence Borsoto 
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Free kiddie art workshops 
Faber-Castell announces its series 
of free art workshops for children 
aged 5-12 at SM City Cagayan de 
Ого іп Mindanao, The workshops in- 
clude pencii-making and creative 
video showing, May 15. Slots аге 
available on a first-come, first- 
served basis. Call 3617391 to 92. 


Workshops by Art Informal 
Art Informal, en alternative center 
for artistic earning. is holding work- 
Shops run by professional Fino 
artists and art managers such as 
Salvador Alonday (sculpture), Jojo 
Ballo (creativity), José Santos lil 
and Erwin Leafio (painting), and 
Pamela Yan-Santos (children's art). 
The curriculum and workshops are 
designed to address developing cre 
ativity while teaching the fundamen- 
fats of drawing. painting. sculpture, 
pottery and children's art. Art Infor 
malis at 277 Connecticut St, East 
Greenhilis, Mandaluyong City. Call 
7258518 or e-mail artinformal&ya- 
hoo.com. 


Fund-raising show 

LA Workshop Galler/ exhibit, “Art 
jam for Street Kids” runs until May 
47 it features donated works by 


XM 


leading artists from the South. The 
proceeds will help the street chil- 
dren of BF de la Rama. The exhibit 
was inspired by George Harrison's 
“Concert for Bangladesh," which 
raised funds for starving children. 
LA Workshop Gallery is at 66 б. 
Puyat St., BF Homes Phase 1. Call 
8077624 or 8425200. 


Creative process 

at Mag:Net 

Mag Net Gallery Katipunan dis- 
plays the act and process of paint- 
Ing in the month-long group show 
"Painting in Progress.” It features 
paintings by Alex Aguilar, Ату 
Aragon. Bembol dela Cruz, Ranelle 
Dial, Cario Gemale, Lea Lim, Jay 
Ticar and Alvin Vilaruel The ST Ex- 
posure group and Kidkat da Guia 
Уй document tne exhibition, 
which opens on May 16, 6:30 p.m., 
and runs until May 31. Call 
9293191 or visit www. mag- 
netcom.ph. 


Picana at Crucible 

Tessie Рісапа mounts her first ex- 
hibit at Crucible Gallery, May 16-28. 
The exhibit will feature 20 paintings 
in ой, acrylic and watercolor on both 
paper and canvas. Call 8173304. 


5: Chigo Cruz 

atHues 

j Chigo Cruz presents 

1 her first one-woman 
show at Gallery Hues 
in MC Home Depot, 

{ Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig. The exhibit 
features pieces with 

splashes and streaks 
of mixed media over a 
predominantly white 
background. Call 
8173304 


“SYMPHONY 
8 of Colors,” 
Д by Chigo Cruz 


Sikat artists at Contreras 

The Sikat Group of Artists presents an exhibit until May 24 in Contreras 
Sculptures in SM Megamall. The exhibit showcases various media such as 
painting, sculpture and ceramics. Founded in 1998, Sikat (acronym for Sin- 
ing, Kulay at Tinta) has organized art contests, conducted art workshops 
and given free art lessons to people from all walks of life, majority of which 
are underprivileged children and the elderly. 


e 
| 
| 
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>” JOE Datuin 
Leynes at Hiraya 
Hiraya Gallery presents "Tales from 
the Bancas," Filipino artist Arme- 
nius Leynes' one-man exhibit which 
wil run May 27-June 14. A sell-de- 
veloped artist, Leynes renders his 
jects in coo Hooking shimmers of 
mixed acrylic paints of blue, yellow, 
Brown and red Hiraya Gallery is at 
530 UN Ave., Ermita, Manila. Call 
5233331 


Datuin at CCP 

Abstractionist Joe Datuin will hold 
his 17th solo exhibit at Pasilyo 
Edades, Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines, on May 18-June 25. The ex- 
hibit, which coincides with the 
artists 5Oth birthday, features his re- 
cent works in acrylic on canvas and 
stainless-steel sculptures. Call 
8323702. 


Fortify your child's future. 


47976662; 


Get a taste of 


мєлт 


The first flexible education plan that strengthens your finances for your child's college 
expenses and supports your well-being too. 


Choose between the guaranteed quick-pay plan or economy plan and enjoy these golden benefits: 
+ Increasing semi-annual tuition support when your child reaches аде 17-20 


+ Agraduation gil of lump sum cash 
+ Insurance protection for your child until age 21 
+ Emergency fund in case of urgent cash needs 
+ Dally Income benefit in case of hospitalization of the payor due to sickness or injury 
+ incidental education fund for your сні elementary and high school needs in саве of death or toll disablity of the payor 
« Comprehensive accident coverage for the payor which provides addilonal P750,000 in cash assistance 
+ Waived premium inthe event of the payor's death or permanent disebilly 


Call (02) 528-5555 for more information. 
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BYBILLAMEND A.LIPIN 


ANG DAMING 
NAPALAYANG OFWs 
NA NAKULONG 
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BY JESS ABRERA, 


DAHIL SA TAS MIARA 
NIY АУА SURI жа mainile 
PINALAYA NAKA KULONG 
РА RIN? 


DON'T YoU-THINK 
‘YoU SHOULD BE 
PREPARING FOR 

FINAL EXAMS? 


‘YOU'RE RUNNING 
[AROUND SMASHING 
LITTLE GNOMES 
WITH А CLUB! 


M 


FoR WHAT You'LL 
Do, ой FOR WHAT 
Tudor! Ste? 
NOW Гм 
роне 
мү victory 
DANCE. 


PLAYING 
"WORLD 
оғ 
WARGUEST. 


Т SWEAR ROY... SINCE YOU 


RET DN 
YOU'VE GOT А ONE- (iD 


TRACK MIND! 


THAT'S NOT 

TRUE,BEA. I'm 
ACTUALLY 

MULTI-TASKING 


Seer 
TM ALSO 
DRINKING 
COFFEE 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


(ST UST MN IMAGINATION OF OES weal 
(ем басты To идө ME IS Moz 


MUTTS 


Ата. Трое 


tt 


DIVINE COMEDY 


THAT'S 
A 
NAY 
FoR 
me. 


THAT МАЄ 
A LITTLE 
HOARSE 


Томе cucwownr 
А босо MORNE 
Woo! 


АТОМО AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


бон! AND 
THEN, AND 


т+ Must Be 
GossiP MoNDAM. 


OH YEAH? 
THEN WHAT? 


Horoscope ^ MIKROKOSMOS 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE __ 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're original and persuasive. People listen to your imaginative ideas. Paradoxically, you often 
appear to be quite ordinary. You work well with groups, and also very well alone. You often moonlight in very differ- 
ent jobs because of your wide range of interests. in your 40s, home and family become more meaningful to you. This 
year is full of exciting, new beginnings! 

Birthdate of: Jamie-Lynn DiScala, actress; L. Frank Baum, writer; George Brett, baseballer 


Чида Mo NGANG KAGATIN 
YANG kuko Mo. MAOUMI 
SA HYGIENE YAN! 
HIND! ко 
Marietta Е 


KABITAN Mo NG THUMB. 
“Tacks ANG PALIPI Mo; 
TAPOS, PAG NATUSOK KA, 
MAUWASAN MONG 


ARIES 


(March 21 to 


April 19): You're unusu- 
ally concerned with cash 
flow.right now. (Why is 


there alwa) 


зо much 


month left at the end of the money?) 
‘Think about what you really need 


and want. 


o 


about 
Don't 


yourself first now. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Ie is still all 
rou, dear Taurus. 


‘afraid to. 
ith 


the Sun in your sign, you 
need to reenergize and replenish 
your strength for the year. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Try to get 
‘more rest. Work behind 
the scenes if you can. 
This is your time to do 


some serious thinking about your 
new year ahead. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Its a popular 
time! Enjoy activities 
with friends and groups. 
Join clubs. K's important 
to discuss your hopes and dreams 
for the future with others. (Get their 
input) 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 ues 
county 
5 Hora 
E 
10 Fatra at 
1a PC image 
1 Seer er of 
1G Vegas та 
Я Legendary 
Serena 
19 ыс 
preston 
20 Sound 
раса 
21 Bo duce 
22 бота 
Ep] 


purple 

25 Castle passage 

21 Twelve doz. 

30 Large vessel 

31 Part ol SASE 

32 Double odged 
sword 

34 Reached 

38 Puts on years 

39 Word to follow 
TA, 62А, 100, 
and 330 

41 Demolsh. 

42 Voce amplifier 

44 Food Network 
celeb 

46 Mert 

41 Golf nom 

48 Foldaway bed 

48 Canon rival 

52 Marking ume 

54 Catch a wf of 

55 Fr. woman's 
We 

57 Graceland man 

1 Consider 

62 Conservative 
columnist 

64 Kller whale 

65 Wer Сібе 

68 Баса Kazan 

87 "Nana" stat 
Ата 

68 Harden 

69 Ooze 


DOWN. 
1 Type size 

2 Stocking shade 
3 Word wilh rage 


oF gang 
4 Open à jacket 


By Allan E; Parrish 
Mentor, OH 


HE] 

о торса 
shorcdrd 

7 неа 
Neale Hurston 

а Renison 

9 Frun d 

10 Minor crisis 

11 Extenda 
subscription 

12 Maral зале? 

13 Seatortrainod 

18: Got ма 

22 Bat-10 sch 

24 Minimal garage 

26 Used ire 

2] see 

28 nahan sauce 

29 Autopatm auto 

33 Land n the 
inah Sea 

34 Baroy prste 

35 Pushers 

ser 

ЕТЕГІ, 
рейс” 

37 Shoulder 
muscle, ау 

40 Christmas woe 
бота 


я: 


«схе е 


засне 
ўсеаг pete 


52 Cary of The 
Preces Bide’ 
ss Fason 
pa 
$a Need 
Mas 
о Stop rebuke 
@ Ford ua 
63 Ser 


50 Not moving 
81 Sisters 
daughter 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): No matter what 
you do lately, you seem. 
to be in the public eye 
more than usual. Fortu- 

nately. you can handle this. Look 

your best; first impressions say a lot. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You're eager 


“GAGANA YAN 
HA 


H to кат and explore 
ШИ something new. You're 
tired of the same old, 

same old. You want something fresh 
and different! Register for a course. 
Plan to take a trip. Break up your 


routine. 
of others now. Perhaps 


n you're sharing some- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Youre very in- 
volved with the wealth 


thing or working with a partner. Re- 


search will pay off 
bic tired. Try to get more 


sleep this week. Listen to 


what others have to say. 


KIKO MACHINE 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): With the Sun 
as far from you as it gets 
all year, you might be a 


Sr ванае nite Aen 


(жш AYUN NA NAMAN 


PARATI Ko SAE NAKIKITA. 
242 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Since you 
have a lot of energy now 
to get organized, get 
busy! Make hay while 
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BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


the sun shines. Reorga- 

nize things at work and at home. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): There's a 
time for work, and 
there's a time for play. 
‘This week is the perfect 


time for play for your 


sign! Get out and enjoy yoursel 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Home and 
family are a very strong 
focus for you now. You 
might be able to help a 

family member. If so, consider it a 


Y BT Нуу TAO ANG ӨЈУД- 
ёт NG K ARA AT TINIDOR 
£k РАСКРАМ KUNG GANN, 


NG MALAMA! 
I QUT e ре NGAI 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


March 20): Your busy 
pace continues. Short 


welcome opportunity: 
trips, wheeling and 
dealing, negotiations, 


plus increased buying 


and selling all keep you on the runt 


HOY! wat KANG 
MAINGEY BT ME 
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Metaphysical painting and Conceptual painting 


By Constantino C. Tejero pearances, - me Еген я 
This, of course, points to the art 
O F THE SALINGPUSA of Giorgio de Chirico. Think of the 
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group of artists, Erwin mysteriods streets and empty 
Lea's art appears to squares, buildings and arcades in 
stand apart. "The Enigma of a Day” "The Anx- 
First. of course, is the looks of ious Journey,” “The Uncertainty of 
the respective paintings, specifical- the Poet,” of, most famously, “The 
iy the high contrast between their Mystery and Melancholy of a 
works nervous visual energy and Street.” 
his serene imagery. While they de- Пе Chirico and Carlo Card's 
ploy vigorous brushwork of violent stated aim in founding Metaphysi- 
раке and vitriolic hues, Leaño cal Painting was чо depict an alter- 
employs clean lines and muted col- native reality which engages most 
or tones. immediately with the unconscious 
Their expressionistictendehcyis mind.” Though shortlived, the 
diametrically opposed to his classi- movement is thought to provide 
fal sense of form. While their im- “significant impetus for the devel- 
agemaking does not aspire to а opment of Dada and Surrealism.” 
Photographic realism, his images Leaño may not have the same 
Took real but pushed just a bit far- intention, and an alternative logic 
ther to the borderline of realism it or illogical reality may be far from. 
verges on the surreal his mind while painting—but these 
‘Second is their choice of sub- pieces produce a similar cryptic at- 
jects, While the Antipolo-based, mosphere and disquieting effect on 
University of the Philippines-edu- the viewer as those of De Chirico's. 
cated Salingpusa is generally asso- Concentrating on quiet struc- 
‘Gated with Social Realist concerns, tures, with no hint of living things, 
Теайо would stand out among his the artist has created a ghost town. PERY БСТ? 9 centration of art lovers that a work the value of space. 
colleagues as chiefly a formalist. That certainly goes beyond mere - eee 3 of art deserves. Gfeller started painting in wa- 
Zen is what one would immedi- formalism. EP Б x For another the impetus to ex- tercolor, acrylic and oil by copying 
ately associate wih his spar pol Eris a 5 hibit would encourage artists to photographs in books and maga- 
monochromatic, image, шш Fresh treaties T Naga нема. й come up with the best they cn, de She trained under leading 
ere's still another thats vaguely here's a Metaphysical paint- [7 ein c Something that can stand alone figurative expressionist  Onibi 
even suspected--that early-20th ing, theres also such a thing as a ў ў ШЫН wes pect бон Olmedo and ates in San Franc 
цу alan ап movement Conceptual one The pining i Kgg ey to wens, Then teres the walue co, CA, attended classes of por- 
called Pittura Metafisica. tegrated into the esoteric installa- of space. traitist Bob Gerbracht 
lesus sl lifes of bowls and Sons of Roberto Chabet immedi- Giles paining, rendered in... Sar Nuestro: “Рог an artist who. 
plates, jars and vases, cups and ately come to mind, but we're talk- brilliant primary and secondary taught herself to paint the tradi- 
hugs wouldnt look incongruous if ing of a painting that is itself the colors, occupies the central wall tional way, and asa mother train: 
ned with EDI m аі grated by San: | and dominates the room yet рт, ing her young son to survive, eam 
Of Giorgio Morandi. His paintings _ This is finely illustrated by San. oxically expands one's sense of to float means something else. I 
have an eccentric classicism that dra Fabie-Gfellers "Learn to Float,” pony á > space. Being alone, although large, may mot directly communicate 
holds some mysterious power, akin a4 ft x 8 ft piece іп oil on canvas, с d his : it Tends an illusion of spaciousness what is going on but it signals a 
tothe works of the scuola metafisi- recently displayed in АЦА p , Ша? tothe small room, message about acquiring the basic 
са. (AmissRun Independent Ап Ў еше Go à On the other hand, mountingin- lessons of life and the dream of 
Te now appears he is approach- Space) 3/8 Suite 318-A, LRI Busi- | mumerable small paintings on the  continuity—a cycle, endurance, or 
ing closer to that school with his mew Plaza, Nicanor Garcia Street fi. i unas wall would look cluttered, would hope for the future. It is a powerful 
нее ден Teall Маіх BT ШтпШІ г ғ” 
în West Gallery atthe Artwalk, 1/4, The huge image ofa boy floating ofa one-work, one-artist exhibition. Nuestro means when he speaks of and mind.” Cas 
Bldg, A, SM Megamall, Mandaluy- on water didn't fail to grab the at 
ong City. tention of visitors the moment they 
a T stepped on the third floor of the. 
Hidden meanings building. With eyes closed, the be- 
Ostensibly, these untitled pieces  atift boy looks as if asleep on the 
are just banal images--of build- cool, crystal-clear, undulating wa- 
ings’ façades, their exteriors ОҒ ter so lost to the summer heat out- 
doors, windows, walls, steps, and side. 
the streets sidewalk and pave- Bobby Nuestro, director of 
ment-revealing the artists fasc AxLAs. and himself an accom- 
halon with architecture. But the plished artist, enthuses about the 
rendering is something else large-scale painting: “The compo- 
‘With just starkly rendered archi- sitional treatment is very new and 
tecrural details, empty spaces, fresh. The handling of the medium 
earth color deep perspective, the is very delicate, and yet you can 
Arist has produced highly evoca- feel a sense of rawness in uncon- 
tive pieces that seem to seek hid- tolled strokes, as if it were an out- 
den meanings beyond surface ap- of-focus digital shot—the water so 
ees blueyetso soft and supple 
|. "Looking beyond the elements 
and medium, it does not reflect the. 
old painting process or execution 
or the normal choosing of subject. 
Rather, it suggests, more than any- 
thing, painting with conceptual 
underpinnings.” 
Getting inspiration from 
Parisian salons, Nuestro has 
launched a one-work, one-arist 
exhibition project for his art space 
(which he hesitates to call an ar 
gallery). Gfellers piece was the 
second ina series of six. 


Value of space 

Nuestro warms up to the novel 
idea of only one artwork being ex- 
hibited for two weeks. For one, the. 
piece gets the undivided attention 
of gallery-goers and the full con- 
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The only insurance plan available in the market that Keeps on growing and earning for life. 


Invest an affordable amount and enjoy these triple benefits: 
. Guaranteed insurance coverage that increases by 10% (of the original face amount) every З years 
. Guaranteed cash payouts equal to 10% ofthe original face amount given as early as the and ol the 3rd year and every З years 
thereafter while the Insured is alive 
+ Guaranteed Меште coverage that pays for itself * 


^ With Return of Promium rider attached, which returns all annual premiums раі a ho end of ha 200 year 
insured is аме 


Call (02) 528-5555 for more information. 
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High Sensitivity for beautiful photos! 


FinePix Ў 10 
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+ 5.1 megapixels + ISO 1600 
| *3.4 Optical + 
5.7 x digital zoom 
+ 4 Built-in Games 
“Movie Recording 30fps 
and Slide Show 
510 shooting modes / 
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Arts-and-crafts shops 
call for fair trade 


By Ed Santoalla. 
Contributor 


SALA SET OF OLD MOLAVE 

or kamagong with matching 

handmade paper lampshade 
graces your living room. 

On your antique shelf-cum-divider is an as- 
sortment of knickknacks, from scented can- 
dies on hand-painted wooden holders to 
small brightly colored, handwoven baskets 
sitting оп finely woven indigenous fabric. 

And sitting on a corner: а buloi (Igorot rice 
god) or two amid pasiking (the Cordillera rat- 
tan-weave backpack) and other tribal baskets 
ofvarious shapes and sizes. 

АІ of these items brighten your home and 
make for good conversation during afternoon 
tea or evening wine with lovers and friends. 
Have you ever wondered whence these bric- 
a-brac had come or who made them? 

In the stories that you've told about where 
and when you got these pieces, did it ever oc- 


Get it now at any PSBank branch nationwide. 


For more information: Call us: 
<email address» then send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-232 
Email us: info@psbank.com.ph ж 


Offer runs from April 24, 2006 up to June 30, 2006. See flyers for details. 
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2 and other user 


cur to you to mention how these products 
were made and who made them? 

Probably not, simply because you may not 
have that information. The shops from which 
you got these items from simply sold them to 
you with пагу a mind to instructing you оп 
their provenance and about the people who. 
made them, their lives and their struggles Гог. 
honor, dignity and the right to earn a living 

The good news is, there are now shops in 
Metro Manila and key cities where you can 
buy quality lifestyle items and at the same 
time learn stories behind such products that 
will make for much better and more relevant 
conversation over tea or dinner. 

Last Saturday, May 13, on the occasion of 
World Fair Trade Day, the Philippine Fairtrade 
Movement inaugurated the Fairtrade Shops, a 
network of outlets for the products of commu- 
nity artisans and small farmers that also serve. 
as information and education centers for the 
Fair Trade advocacy in the country. 
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Take that, Dan Brown 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


FILIPINO CATHOLICS SEEKING 
sensible ammunition against the 
expected assaults on their faith by 
the film version of "The Da Vinci 
Code," Dan Brown's potboiler that 
attacks Christianity, need not rely 
on foreign literature. 

‘One of their own, the Dominican scholar Fr. 
Regino Cortes, has come up with a book seek- 
ing to debunk whatever's left of the allega- 
tions and inaccuracies shoveled back to the 
mainstream by the former school teacher- 
turned-millionaire author. 

By this time, it won't be inaccurate to con- 
sider Brown a badly beaten man, what with 
the growing library of authoritative books ex- 
posing the shallowness, the amateurish deceit 
of his 2003 novel. 

Beaten, of course, only in the realm of 
scholarship. For the guy still ironically basks 
in the glory of attacking, though not with 
much originality, the very foundations of a 
2,000-year-old faith while raking in millions 
of dollars in the process. 

By this time, too, Brown ought to realize 
that it’s never wise to wade into the waters of 
serious scholarship. Especially if one's 
‘equipped only with sloppy research that one 
‘American book reviewer once inexpicably de- 
scribed as "impeccable." 

But that's assuming that there's still a bit of 
intellectual honesty left in Brown. 

Note that in the course of academic debates 
he has generated, the author appears to have. 
beaten a subtle retreat by maintaining that his 
work is fiction." He only wants Christians to 
more actively discuss their faith, he would ra- 
tionalize. 

Its no secret that the novel, on which the 
upcoming Hollywood flick was based, was 
generously lifted from books such as “The 
Holy Blood, Holy Grail.” That, too, achieved 
celebrity status in the 1980s, only to be ex- 
posed later as а sham. 

So, is Brown's novel a “fictionalization of 
another fiction"? 

Itis within this context that Cortes’ "The Da 
Vinci Code: An Exegetical Review" (Universi- 
ty of Santo Tomas Publishing House, 2005; 
tel. 7313522 or 4061611 loc. 8252 and 8278) 
enters the picture 

‘The first to be written by a Filipino on the 
furor, it's a slender work of only 131 pages, in 
cluding bibliography. But its packed with de- 
tails exposing weaknesses in the Brown nov- 
el 

Cortes, an appointee of John Paul II to the 
Pontifical Biblical Commission, may have їп- 
tended his book to be shortand sweet to allow 
ап easy grasp of historical and theological in- 
formation ordinarily difficult to digest even 
by Christian scholars. 

It’s common knowledge that in this day and 
age, a nonfiction work (unless, of course, it 
floats outrageous propositions like Jesus was 
a married man or Gloria Arroyo didn't steal 
votes) can never compete with the popularity 
ofthe pop novel. 

Educating people swayed by Brown is 
probably not unlike a secretary running after 
her perennially busy boss at the elevator. She 
gotta blurt out everything he needs to know 
for his next appointment before the door clos- 
es. 


Brevity, clarity, scholarship 

The strength of Cortes's book is its brevity, 
clarity, scholarship and intellectual sincerity. 
‘Add to these the author's solid reputation as a 
biblical exegete (one who studies and inter- 
prets the Holy Scripture). 

А professor of Sacred Scriptures at the Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas's Faculty of Sacred 
Theology, the 64-year-old priest is a product. 
of the prestigious Ecole Biblique et Arche- 
ologique Francaise in Jerusalem, the famous 
Dominican institution which is the first re- 
search institute founded in the Middle East. 

Cortes also went to the American Universi- 
ty in Cairo to study Arabic and the Institut Do- 
minicain d'Etudes Orientale in the Egyptian 
capital to learn Islamology. 

All in all, Cortes has studied around 15 lan- 
guages, including Aramaic (the language of 
Jesus Christ), Syriac, Coptic, Greek and 
Ugaritic. He's also fluent in French and Latin. 

Pitting Cortes' book against Brown's is nat- 
urally а no-contest. I's like David and Goliath 
with no miracle going in favor of the little 
one. Only millions of dollars in royalties. 

But the soft-spoken Cortes cares not to at- 
tack the person of Brown, more so issue any 
moral judgment. It's the compendium of evi- 
dence in the book—both historical and theo- 
logical—that exposes what the novel really is. 

“Pm not calling him а liar because that's al- 
ready a moral judgment," Cortes tells the IN- 
‘quinen, “I'm just saying that what he is saying 
isnot true,” 

Cortes slices through Brown's propositions 
with surgical precision on three layers: liter- 
агу historical and theological. 


Impossible 

He makes a distinction between "narrative" 
and "narration" time, which the novel obvi- 
ously overlooked. Narrative time refers to the 
length of the story itself while narration time 
is measured by the length of sentences, para- 
graphsand chapters. 
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Meet new characters through book club. 
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and life's greatest lesson 


: Take that, Dan Brown 


inal English version. 125 in the east, says 
the priest, who's familiar with the place. 

“This error is so glaring that in the 
French translation of the novel, it was 
changed to 24 Rue de Longchamp,” 
Cortes writes. 

‘While Brown can be forgiven for rela- 
tively minor mistakes like that, what 
scholars find most revolting are the his- 
torical and theological errors he has un- 
leashed and the dangers they might 
bring to the faith. 

Cortes does his part of the defense by 
sticking to the facts and never lecturing 
on spirituality, faith and morality. The 
pieces of evidence are enough. 

Consider the issue of the divinity of Je- 
sus Christ. 

In the novel, Brown (obviously lectur- 
ing through his character Langdon) 


GET TO KNOW ENDEARING AND 
infuriating characters as their lives 
unfold in this month's PowerBook 
Club Picks, Lauren Weisberger's "The 
Devil Wears Prada" and Mitch Al- 
bom's "Tuesdays with Morrie.” 

In "The Devil Wears Prada," Lau- 
ren Weisberger introduces readers to 
Andrea Sachs, a small-town girl fresh 
out of college, who lands the job “a 
million girls would die for.” Hired as 
the assistant to Miranda Priestly, a 
high-profile, fabulously successful 
editor, Andrea narrates her experi- 
ences with the boss from hell. 

From sending the latest, not-yet- 
in-stores Harry Potter to Miranda's 
children in Paris by private jet, to lo- 
cating an unnamed antique store 
where Miranda had at some point ad- 
mired a vintage dresser, to serving 
lattes to Miranda at precisely the pip- 
ing-hot temperature she prefers, An- 
drea is sorely tested each and every 
day—and often late into the night 
with orders barked over the phone. 

She puts up with it all by keeping 


claims that it was merely a human decla- 
ration during the Council of Nicaea in 
325 AD. 

He's essentially denying witnesses ac- 
counts of the life, death and resurrection 
of Christ which Christians have come to 
know and believe through the apostles. 

"Our main witnesses to our Catholic 
faith are the apostles, especially St. Peter 
and St. Paul. The two have contrasting 
personalities but they [both) testified to 
the divinity of Christ," Cortes writes. 

He notes that Peter, considered the 
first pope, followed Christ until His “as- 
cension," while Paul wrote that "if Christ. 
did not resurrect from the dead, our faith 
would be useless." 


Conspiracy 


How about Brown's resurrection of 


Southridge 


PAREF SOUTHRIDGE 
will soon launch the 
country's first creative 
writing center for ele- 
mentary and high- 
school students. 

Emmanuel Rentoy, teacher 
of the Creative Writing elective 
dass in Southridge and 
founder of the center, believes 
thatstudents need not wait un- 
til college to be trained how to 
write 

“The earlier a student learns 
to write creatively, the more 
advantageous it is for him, as 
well as for the school,” he said. 

The Center will hold the 
first-ever national writers 
workshop for high-school stu- 
dents. 

The Southridge Creative 
Writing Center will also estab- 
lish links with the country's тор 
literary centers like UP Likhaan 


will 


etry 


writing center 


and UST Center for Creative 


to open 


her eyes on the prize: a recommenda- 
tion from Miranda that will get An- 
drea a top job at any magazine of her 
choosing. As things escalate from the 
merely unacceptable to the down- 
right outrageous, however, Andrea 
begins to realize that the joba million 
girls would die for may just kill her. 
And even if she survives, she has to 
decide whether or not the job is 
worth the price of her soul. 

Enjoya thorough discussion of An- 
drea's experiences іп "The Devil 
Wears Prada" on May 30, 6:30 pm., 
in PowerBooks Greenbelt. 

Get to know more about author 
Mitch Albom as he shares the heart- 
warming story of his relationship 
with his college mentor Morrie 
Schwartz in “Tuesdays with Morrie." 
Upon seeing him on the "Nightline" 
program talking about what it was 
like to die from Lou Gehrig's disease, 
Albom is both horrified and 
ashamed. He flies to Boston for a re- 
union with his old teachez, whom he 
hadn't seen or talked to in 16 years. 


From pageEl 


the old claim in the realm of conspiracy 
theories that Jesus was married to Mary 
Magdalene? 

Cortes’ book says there's just no evi- 
dence on this even if the novelist insists 
that its a “fact” hidden from the faithful 
since the start of Christianity If that’s the 
case, the Vatican is such a great liar that 
ithas protected a devastating lie for over 
2,000 years, the Dominican says. 

“Even though it is said that rabbis are 
supposed (0 be married (during the 
time of Jesus), Jesus was not an official 
rabbi and so did not have to follow the 
“social decorum of His time,” Cortes ex- 
plains. 

А most engaging aspect of "The Da 
Vinci Code" is the alleged existence of 
clues in Leonardo's “Mona Lisa,” 
“Madonna of the Rocks,” and “The Last 


Then began a series of weekly Tues- 
day visits, rekindling their loving 
teacher-student relationship while 
tackling a larger subject in their final 
“class”: the meaning of life. 

Talk about “Tuesdays with Morrie” 
over a hot cup of coffee from The Ja- 
va Man on May 31, 6:30 p.m., in 
PowerBoooks Megamall. 

The PowerBook Club is open to ev- 
eryone. Simply register at the cus- 
tomer service counter of any Power- 
Books branch and get 10 percent off 
the featured book. Special treat for 
Powercard Plus holders: sign up and 
get 20 percent off the featured book. 
Plus: the first 16 registrants to arrive 
will geta free cup of coffee from Тһе 
Java Man. 

PowerBooks Specialty Store is а 
complete one-stop bookstore with 
branches at Greenbelt 4 (7576428 to 
29), Megamall (6352898 to 99), Ala- 
bang Town Center (8505662 to 63), 
Glorietta (7527075), Shangrila 
(6380023/25) and Robinsons Place 
Ermita (5233334/ 5243448). 


Supper"—all pertaining to secrets in- 
volving Christ and Mary Magdalene. 

Why for instance, does John the Evan- 
gelist look like a woman in "The Last 
Supper” and whose sitting position be- 
side Jesus forms an “М”? Why does Peter 
stare menacingly at John with a dagger 
pointed in his direction? And where'sthe 
сир? In Brown's mind, these аге all clues 
about Mary Magdalene. 

Cortes points out that the painting de- 
picts the moment when Jesus revealed 
that one of the apostles would betray 
Him. He says Leonardo depicted Peter, 
somehow known for his temper, in (һе 
act of leaning toward John, the favorite 
of Jesus and presumably his confidante, 
and asking him who the traitor was. 

As far as Mary Magdalene is con- 
cerned, Cortes explains that not much is 
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known about her whereabouts in the lat- 
er stages of her life. The most is pre- 
served by believers in St. Maximin La- 
Sainte-Baume in France where she was 
said to have kept a hermetic life until 
death. 

There's a grotto serving as a center of 
pilgrimage in the area which has been 
maintained by the Dominicans for the 
last 700 years, Cortes says. 

Many more answers are contained in 
Cortes! book. But they can never guaran- 
tee to keep the faithful invincible in the 
face of Brown's assaults, 

Much of the battle will still be decided 
by faith. To rest it in the hands of a belief 
system that has survived more than two 
millennia or to one enterprising author 
seeking to demolish the faith is sil for 
the thinking reader to decide. 


Women of the new generation 
speak out in new book 


Writing and Studies. 

Rentoy, who is working on 
his thesis for his MA in Creative 
Writing in UST, said the center 


ground for the best writers in 
Southridge by providing and 
organizing 
shops, and literary perfor- 
mances. 

Staff of the Southridge 
Creative Writing Center will 
include Emmanuel Rentoy, a 
fellow of the 6th UST Nation- 
al Writers Workshop and 
moderator of the Catholic 
Mass Media award-winning 
school paper, The Ridge, and 
Joseph de Luna Saguid, win- 
ner of Maningning Miclat Po- 


palang Collantes. 

E-mail 
southridge@southridge.com.ph 
or call 8420506 loc. 146. 


WHAT DEFINES YOUR GENERA- 
tion of women? A few years ago, a 
PhD candidate at Harvard named 
Paula Goldman e-mailed this ques- 
tion to women aged 20-40 around 
the globe. 

Goldman was curious to know how this 
new generation of adult women differed from 
those who had come before them. The thou- 
sands of replies she got resulted in “Imagining 
Ourselves: Global Voices from a New Genera- 
tion of Women,” a book that captures and cat- 
alyzes the ethos of the new generation of 
women around the world. 

The book was officially launched to coin- 
cide with International Women's Day, held 
last March 8, while accompanied by a major 
global campaign aimed at empowering the 
next generation of women. The event includ- 
ed an online exhibit and a series of intera- 
tional events and gatherings. 

Here in the country, PowerBooks Specialty 
Store has secured the honor of bringing this 
major work to Filipino readers. “Imagining 
Ourselves: Global Voices from a New Genera- 


function as training 


lectures, work- 


Award and Gantim- 


tion of Women" will be launched on May 31, 7 
p.m., at PowerBooks Greenbelt. 

With a foreword by popular author Isabel 
Allende, the challenging, funny, and thought- 
provoking book includes 105 entries, repre- 


senting 57 countries and virtually every pop- 
ulated region of the globe. Notable partici- 
pants include Queen Rania of Jordan, 
singer/songwriter Ani DiFranco, novelist 
Zadie Smith and many more. 

In contributions that include photographs, 
songs, poems, paintings, collages and prose, 
young women discuss their lives, sharing the 
differences between their worlds and their 
mothers’ worlds. These brave women boldly 
address the challenges they and their cultures 
face, wielding their power to create positive 
social change. 

Gaining a reach far greater than what 
Goldman had dreamed, “Imagining Our- 
selves” sets out to build bridges and to 
demonstrate the power of each individual 
life, and the collective power of today's gener- 
ation of women as a whole. 

PowerBooks Specialty Store is a complete 
one-stop bookstore with branches at Green- 
belt 4 (7576428 to 29), Megamall (6352898 
to 99), Alabang Town Center (8505662 to 
63), ‘Glorietta (7527075), Shangri-La 
(6380023/25) and Robinsons Place Ermita. 
(5233334/5243448). 
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NATIONAL BOOK STORE, THE 
countrys national bookstore and leading 
textbook publisher McGraw Hill Profes- 
sional, recently concluded the McGraw Hill 
Win-an-iPod Raffle Contest, which ran Dec. 

5, 2005-Feb. 15, with the announcement of 
its five lucky winners. 

“The contest was open to all customers who 
purchased P500 worth of selected McGraw- 
Hill books at the Shangri-La, Glorietta, SM 
Megamall, Podium Bestseller, Cybermall 
Eastwood, Filinvest, Robinson's Place Ermita 
and Ayala Center Cebu National Book Store 
branches during the promo period. 

Maria Victoria O. Bulaong was awarded 
an iPod Video for winning the grand prize, 
second placer Mariano O. Parcon Jr. took 
home an iPod Nano while third prize win- 
ners Pablo E Antonio, Lovely Clare О. Buela 


Spotlight on author Steve 


BEST-SELLING AUTHOR STEVE 
Berry is in the spotlight this May at 
PowerBooks. He lives on the Geor- 
gia coast in Camden 

County. He's been a 
practicing lawyer for 25 

years and has helped 

people both in and out 

of the courtroom. He's 

also active in local poli- #73: 

the Camden County 
Board of Education and, 
currently, is one of five 
members of the Cam- 
den County Board of 
Commissioners. 

Steve has been writing since 
1990. In 2000 and 2001 he won 
the Georgia Stare Bar fiction 
writing contest and his two 
short stories appeared in the 
Georgia State Bar Journal. He also tried his 
hand at novel contests. An early version of his 
first published novel, T'he Amber Room," 
placed third at the 1998 Florida First Coast 
Writers Festival 

Though his under- 
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iPod prizes from NBS-McGraw Hill 


STEVE Berry 


71 


CARLO 77” 
Alison 
Sobingsobing 
receives an. 
iPod Shuffle: 


% 


Та 
AK 


and Carlo Alison Sobingsobing received an 
iPod Shuffle each. 

Prizes were handed out by National 
Bookstore's marketing officer for Books, Cai 
Gualberto, and Book Category Analysts 
Louella Tumaneng and Antoinette Cardona. 


climbing to No. 5 on the paperback list. The 
book also appeared in the Top 10 bestseller 
lists of USA Today, Publishers Weekly and 
Booksense. 
_ His latest hardcover is 
сара CN "The Templar Legacy,” which 
«КА debuted at No. 4on The New 
York Times bestseller list. 
Rights to all four novels have 
been sold worldwide, cur- 
rently in 34 countries. Steve 
was selected in 2005 by the 
Georgia Writer's Association 
аз йз Author of the Year. 
Steve travels a great deal 
and has spent time in the 
Caribbean, Mexico, Europe 
and Russia. Recently, Ballan- 
tine Books renewed Steve's 
contract for three more 
thrillers, to be published in 
2007, 2008 and 2009. 
PowerBooks Specialty 
Store is a complete one-stop 
bookstore with branches at 
Greenbelt 4 (tel. 7576428 to 29), SM Mega- 
mall (6352898 to 99), Alabang Town Center 
(8505662 to 63), Glorietta (7527075), 
Shangri-La (6380023/25) and Robinson's 
Place Ermita (5233334/ 524-3448). 


graduate degree was 

im political science 
and he was trained as 
а lawyer it was 
Steve's interest in 
history that led to his 
writing international 
suspense thrillers. Не 
also credits the nuns 
who taught him in el- 
ementary school with 
instilling the disci- 
pline needed to craft 
а novel and then sell 
itto a publisher. 

It took Steve 12 
years, 85 rejections 
and over five differ- 
ent manuscripts be- 
fore Ballantine Books 
finally bought a 
manuscript. 

Steve's first two 
books, “The Amber 
Room” and “The Ro- 
manov Prophecy” 
were both national 
bestsellers. His next 
novel, “The Third Se- 
cret,” became an in- 
stant bestseller, de- 
„buting at No. 13 on 
The New York Times 
hardeover list and 
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Show-biz wedding exclusive 


DID YOU KNOW THAT 
the blinding pair of three- 
cluster earrings Claudine 
Barretto wore to her wed- 
ding had a total of 17 
carats? Did you know 
that apart from the plat- 
inum band wedding ring 
from Tiffany&Co. the 
bride didn't remove her 
5.03 karat engagement 
ring all throughout the 
ceremony and reception? 
“These and more little known triv- 
ia and private moments never seen 
оп TV fill the June issue of StarStu- 
dio Magazine, the entertainment 
glossy of ABS-CBN Publishing. 


Berry 


The issue features a 36-page 
special on the Barretto-Raymart 
Santiago nuptials last March in 
Tagaytay Highlands. Over 180 
never-before-seen photos capture 
the entire event. 

Also in the issue are the travel 
photos of Sam Milby and Say 
Alonzo, the love story of Ding- 
dong Dantes and Karylle, "Pinoy 
Big Brothers" first grand winner 
Nene Tamayo's prized home in 
Binangonan, Rizal, and the spe- 
cial 14th anniversary pictorial of 
starmaker Johnny Manahan with 
the Star Magic jewels Claudine, 
Kristine Hermosa, Bea Alonzo, 
Angelica Panganiban, Shaina 
Magdayao and Maja Salvador. 

StarStudio is available nation- 
wide. 


GRAND TOURS of 2006 
49-21 May: BICOL TOUR w! Whale Watching 
NAGA, ALBAYML Mayon, LEGASPI, TIWI é DONSOL) 
26-29 May or 10-12 JUNE 
BANAUETOUR wi SAGADA 
(Rice terrace viewpoints Поні, Banga-an Vilage) 
10.12 JUNE ILOCOS TOUR wi PAGUDPUD 
(Vigan, Batac, Sarrat, Paoay, & Laoag City) 
10-12 PALAWAN " Super Promo” Full Package 
other taurs BOHOL ISLAND, EL МООР. 8 BATANES ıs 
We arrange exclusive tours, pilgrimage & tort bus hire 
For inqunies & reservations сай: ENGRANDE TRAVEL 
Tel: 851-0361, 8511549, Cel: 0921-9796165 
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‘TEA TREE OIL SHAMPOO for 
dogs with dry. scaly and itchy 
Sion. With ant-bacterial acton, 
Я cleanses and disinfects to 


иннаа» COLOGNE SHAMPOO 
with tea tree oll (1 ter): 
to: make your dogs! hair 
healthy and smoling fresh ў 
wih cirusy scent. Tea ‘tree; 
Glicieanses and disinfets, 


EXTRA MOISTURE CONDITIONER 
restores healthy moisture to stresses 
and exhausted hair Wrestle wih: 
toughest mals, tangles and static 


E 
problems tor beiler coat aoe m e 


helps reduce tangles and 
repairs damaged costs while 
promoting healthy hair 
Srowth ard natural shine 


Contains no soap. м nana 
Alknatural ingredients Етно CORI 


San an Maro Manta Poon. 


SUPERMARKETS: A 


quo Holiday Supermarket Banquet Supermarket + Superman 
a Baro Ciy Nai Gaano Gan San Freeport Exchange бабе Makat Supenraret + 
АЗ аа “падала Superman «Shoppers Mar = ба" баратта. Sucat omar SM Super Mare! "Super SM 
Ез Baal naal. Unman- нават Supermarket PET SHOPS: Arnal House Baguio Pel Pati 
iy Dogg Bes Evouton Pel Sop” Green Legs Leaqo' Pet Word Sea Land Pet hop 
ше А Tute & Care Dog Shop Diva Tavs Pe Place Tas Way Pol Shop Zooogcol Land Pelshop MARDWARES: Ace Har 
ba Cena аа алыл Do Génie SM Harder Workanop The DIY Snap» rus Value Hardware DEALER: Mies & Levels his inc. 
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(Globe Broadband gives you a different way to experience 
Boracay. Subscribe to Worldpass or purchase Worldpass_ 
prepaid vouchers and play games under the sun or 
download music in the shade.-You can also video stream ' 


Gl be ^» 
i 
AN Aa SANS 


For moro dotalls, сай (02) 919-8888" tor Luzon, (032) 410-8660" for Visayas and Mindana 
‘oF 171 toll-free from any Giobelines landline or payphe 
You can also visit www.globelines.com.ph (‘Standard МОВ rates may apply to calls made пот other carri 
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Make this summer productive, memorable and truly enjoyable Бу 
& joining Summer Sports 2006 at SM Supermalls! 


Summer Sports 2006 offers an exciting array of sports activities, clinics and exhibitions specially 
selected to inspire you to become active in sports. Equip yourself by shopping for the basics — 
running shoes, gym clothes and sporty outfits — and you're all set to go! Watch and learn 
as the country's top athletes and sports experts reveal the skills which made them the best in 
their respective fields. 


BADMINTON 
May 27628 SM City Sta. Rosa 
ше 2364 SM Май of Asia 


BASKETBALL CLINICS 
May 16 


ЗМ Gry Pampanga 
ЗМ Supercenter Molino 
SM City Baguio. 


BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 
Мау 27628 SM City Sucat 


TAEKWONDO 
SM Cty Manila 
SM буу Bicutan 
SM Giy Bacoor 
SM City Batangas 
SM City Sta. Rosa 


y 
May 30631 SM Cty Son Lazaro 


FOOTBALL 
SM City Bacoor 
SM Git lloilo 
SM Southmall 
May 236724 SM City Dasmariñas 


@ РК SUMMER TRAINING PROGRAM 
May 15-31 SM Megamall 
AAK Fitness System Inc. 
зя ваз B 
10:30AM РА 


157.22624 SM City Batangas 


15.7.2224, — SM Gity Sucat 
29621 


15.8.2225 & — SM City Cebu 
2931 


16,18. 23.25 SM City Fairview 
630 

1618.23.25: SM Southmall 
PES 


15.16. 18.23, УМ City North Edsa 
29630 


15,17, 22,24. SM City Bicutan 
29631 


16.18.23.25 УМ City Sta. Rosa 
&30 


(ae > DEMONSTRATION & 
COMPETITION 

хма, May 19:21 SMGiy Batangas 

CAPOURA Маў 19-21 SM Megamall 


SPORTS CENTRAL May 26-2 asmariñas 
SONNO My 26-28 SM Chy Da 


TAEKWONDO June 02-04 SM Cry Fairview 


TOBY'S MAD RANGE SHOOTOUT 3 
May 2 ‘SM City North Edsa 
ше 17 SM City Fairview 
July 15 SM Су San Lazaro 
Aupst 19 SM Megamall 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


May 15 TAEKWONDO by” SM City lloilo 
MONLO CITY SPORTS 


May 15-31. IsGOVERNORS SM City Sta. Rosa 
CUP KIDDIES 


BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT 
May 16 PRACLINIC SM Cy Sta. Rosa 


May20 SHOW'EMUP. — SM City Batangas 
AN AUTO SHOW 


муз! CAVALIERS, SM Supercenter 
ФОМ. Valenzuela 
RINCON CHAPTER 


May 27608 MOTORCYCLE б УМ City Maribo 
SCOOTER SHOW. 


ТЕЗЕКТІ SM City lucena 
TOURNAMENT 


May 29 DASMARINAS SM City Dasmariñas 
TAEKWONDO, 
FRIENDSHIP САМЕ 


June 1-4 NATIONWIDE SM City lolo 
PENCAK SILAT OPEN 
CHAMAONSHIP 
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2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


The National Artist for Literature comes out with a collection 
of trenchant essays dissecting the Filipino malaise 


The Dermstrata Glutathione Injectable lets you delight 
In the glow of healthy and lighter skin. This unique 
anti-oxidant also enhances your immune system and 
Improves your eyesight. ~ 


Outspoken essays; 7 a 
from a blunt pen Ez gE 


By José Victor Z. Torres 


pue ! Let's talk about teens end money. | 


IE "HEROES IN THE ATTIC, TERMITES IN THE 


Sala: Why We Are Poor: Essays by Е Sionil José" (Sol- 

idaridad Publishing House, 2005, 349 pages; avail- 
able at Solidaridad Bookshop in Ermita, Manila, and ma- 
jor bookstores nationwide), editor Alejandro Padilla de- 
scribes the new book of essays by the National Artist for 
Literature as tackling “а variety of subjects ranging from 
national problems... to national concerns... and timely 
issues." There are also topics such as food, literary cre- 
ations and craftsmanship, and architecture, "not to men- 
tion his travel accounts and reminiscences." 


‘There are seven sections in the writer and the daily have since 
book, each dealing with different then patched up their differ- 
topics: “Time, Memory and Nos- ences.) 
talgia"; “The Chinese Connection José urges Filipinos to be vigi- 
(China and Chinese-Filipinos)”; lant. He points out that Filipinos 
“Homage and Homilies” (person- take things for granted and ad- 
alities); “Some Prickly Issues” mire the wrong people. He men- 
(culture and society); “Musings: tions this false admiration in his 
Literary, Philosophical, Political; -foreword:= ^» 
or Otherwise" (food and writing); “Indeed, we have willfully rele- 
“Matters of Consequence” (educa- gated our sterling heroes in the at- 
tion, tourism, and Mindanao): tic where they are conveniently 
and “An Elusive Filipino Dream" forgotten--the role models that 
(world prospects for the Philip- could easily redeem us. And as for 
pines). the nonentities, the phony nation- 
These writings are products of alists, the crass poseurs who preen 
Јов blunt pen that call attention оп our TV screens, and who are 
to ће merits and faults of the Fil- anointed with honors, we show 
ipinos in facing issues, concerns, them off like the heirlooms that 
ог just plain happenings in their adom our living rooms, not realiz- 
everyday lives. ing they are actually termites that 
The book is an eye-opener. The will eventually bring the house 
writer shares insights that are down.” 
painful realities for our culture But these are more than biting 
which is non-confrontational in commentaries. There are personal 
dealing with criticism. notes and anecdotes on people 
10565 essays аге not just mus- José had known, places he had vis- 
ings but hard observations. Some ited, and events he had witnessed. 
of the essays may be dated (like Тһе sketch of the late National 
the comments on the Estrada ad- Artist for Literature Nick Joaquin a 2 $ З 
ministration), but they still call at- shows not only the late hard- 92 NG uc IE Un 
tention to the mistakes we did in drinking genius, but also the man mS б 5 5 E 
берас who disdained much-deserved |, A 3? 
But do we learn from our mis- honors and the writer who valued b E Ч psta 3 
takes? friends and companionship. 9 v ў New BPI Jumi її Savings 
The book's title says it all. We have known the late Foreign "Mec w арш кластық UE 
Slew of detractors aj re e «Хе This summer, help your teens learn the value of handling their ;- 
José's candid opinions have, of OUTSPOKEN F4 ФАРР ue own money. Teach them іпе fun way to be moneywise. 


course, earned him a Open a BPI Jumpstart Savings Account for them now! 
slew of detractors 


from the gay move- SPECIAL ECONOMY CLASS 


ment, the Tsinoys Һа teh аа ака сү Jumpstart lets your teens and even pre-teen kids learn the basics of money management: 
‘and political as well 


Itteaches them the habit of saving. it empowers them. 
as literary figures. 


алде yout isa около sac roicoly 1o Ni lere вагіна account Your iban con sop solely icut cash by simply presenting hi Jumps ATM cord at 
In one essay, José erre redes Voie өт ооо ва аг ата рача ес, over 8200 accredited Expos Роутегі rm [EPS] esioblshmenls, He con ао ме М 
didn't mince words so EE ыл M ка eus Cerdo eco а Оооо а Touch Mob prepaid cefphone. 
ч 1 eps them manage their expenses. 
PA of Aelio ato» up fou. ee жоон in a month so your leen 1 promotes vaive-for-money. 
national daily found ота ow o pon spending ond menage his budget. Brema sovnpr ger you laon groal discounts and pívilges ai popular 
it too “controversial” |: x ааб soho con mako и manoy до alonger way 
and so pulled itout of |: зі” 
publication E Vill any BP or BP галі Savings Волк branch or Express Banking Center near you 
Being а victim of 2 SS you con Cal 9-100 ог og on fo www bplexpressoniine.com. 
censorship of the £ 
martial law years, the Br Enjoy pivieges о! ho folowing Jumpstart Zones: 
See d no e 1  Applecenter Astrovision СЫР Gobe” м: 
with José, who SON Gre, 
ii T. BANKOFTHE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
stopped writing for - z 
the daily and simply 2 ЕЕЕ Ей ссе» BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK KA 
published his cen- 3 ысы 


атака Aves 


= Wok E L 
sored piece іп a rival 538-8034 б «< © amem 3 MI B 
newspaper, (ће or 726-8768 А Ееее ый 


WANT ТО TRY А CONVENIENT WAY 
TO SEND MONEY ABROAD? With the Western Union SEND-MONEY-ABROAD Service, 


you can send money beyond banking hours and on 
weekends!” What's more, with over 245,000 agent locations 
abroad, there's likely to be one near your receiver.** 


"Subject to hours ol operation, tne zone dilrencos and applicable rosticlons 


Аса 9.1200 (өнә Manta, 0001-988-120 eo cals олде Moto Mani] or toat 917-088-1200 for mor оттап end 1o got eas 
‘one пом ope оси: 
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Unique writeshop on children's literature 


By Winton Lou б. Ynion 
Contributor 


THE FAR EASTERN UNIVERSITY 
(FEU) held its First Tamaraw Na- 
tional Writeshop on Children's Liter- 
“ature April 5-11 in Baguio City. 
2: Having observed many local and national 
workshops in the country, FEU Institute of 
“Arts and Sciences Dean Jaime An Lim intro- 
duced some innovations in the focus and for- 
“mat of the writeshop. 
7. First, the writeshop concentrated on one 
‘emerging genre only--children's litera- 
*ture—in the belief that the love of reading 
must be developed early and that a wealth of 
appropriate materials must be produced to 
address the need. 

Second, the writeshop required the writing 
fellows not only to critique each other's work 
but also to come up with new pieces using ће. Evasco presented a historical survey of the 
Cordilleras as cultural background. The re- development of children's stories in the coun- 
sulting works will be illustrated and compiled. try. 
under the working title of “Bul-ol: The Tama: Апа Gatmaitan, an FEU alumnus and a 
raw Anthology of Stories for Children,” to Бе Palanca Hall of Famer, gathered some of his 

„edited by Winton Lou Ynion and published by stories and discussed his aesthetics dent Lydia B. Echauz and board of trustees 
{the FEU Publications. Fully supported by the FEU under presi- chair Lourdes В. Montinola, the one-week 
E s writeshop involved lectures and critiquing 

sessions, small group discussions, literary 
readings, research, and one-on-one mentor- 
ing consultations. 

Some children's books and scholarly hand- 
‘outs on theories of fiction for children were 
also distributed in the hope of providing the. 
fellows the necessary practical and theoreti- 
cal background. 

"This is only the first. It won't be the last," 
Dean An Lim said of his brainchild after the. 
opening program's ethnic ceremonial dance 
of thanksgiving held at the University of the. 
Cordilleras Theater. A 

The gods might yet conspire to grant his E. е а 
wish. ESTABLISHED and aspiring writers pose for posterity. 


مد ы‏ ھن کس ——— 
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Twelve writing fellowships were available 
to college students in open competition na- 
tionwide. The fellows for English were 
Martha Rose Cabrera, Romnick Corpus, Fair 
lane Inso, Khadija Salisa, Jonathan Siason, 
and Jay Malvin Tia. The fellows for Filipino 
were Mark Lester de la Cruz, Justin Mark 
Cinco, Hari Martin Lualhati, Maynard Man- 
ansala, Osmar Miranda and Bernadette 
Neri. 

The mentoring panelists were Heidi Euse- 
bio-Abad, Lalaine Yanila-Aquino, Eugene 
Evasco and Luis Gatmaitan. 

Each delivered a plenary lecture on the 
state, opportunities and concerns in the 
field of children's stories in the Philip- 
pines. 

‘Abad discussed her experience in writing 
about the cultural icons of the Cordilleras. 

‘Aquino demonstrated the technique of 


WRITERS in Camp John Hay. The First Tamaraw National Writeshop for Children's Literature panelists, fellows and 
evaluating stories in a constructivist mode. 


staff: (frst row, from left) writeshop director Winton Lou Ynion, Hari Martin Lualhati, Martha Rose Cabrera, Osmar 
Miranda, Maynard Manansala, Jonathan Siason, Fairlane Inso, Bernadette Neri, Khadija Salisa, and staff member Jet 
Batin; (second row) secretariat Reggy Figer, Jay Malvin Tia, Justin Mark Cinco, panelist Lalaine Yanila-Aquino, panelist 
Luis Gatmaitan, founder Dean Jaime An Lim, panelist Eugene Evasco, panelist Heidi Eusebio-Abad, Romnick Corpus, 
Mark Lester de la Cruz and coordinator Lourdes Concepcion 


CRITIQUING panelists are (from left) 
Eugene Evasco, Luis Gatmaitan, Heidi 
Eusebio-Abad, Writeshop founder Jaime An 
Lim, and Lalaine Yanila-Aquino. 


LUIS Gatmaitan, FEU alumnus and Palanca Hall 
of Famer, delivers the plenary lecture. 


‘New’ national writers workshop raises the bar 


By Cristina Pantoja Hidalgo 
Contributor 


“IT WAS REALLY GREAT! CAN WE ВЕ 
fellows again in the next UP workshop?” 
"This was the comment from all the writing 
fellows as the 45th UP National Writers’ 
Workshop came to an end on April 8 at the 
Pines View Hotel in Baguio City 

The reply came from National Artist 
Virgilio Almario: "Whoever completes the 
work-in-progress presented here within 
the year will get an invitation to the next 
workshop.” 

The exchange captured the difference 
between this workshop and those that 
came before it. Designed by Likhaan: The 
UP Institute of Creative Writing to address 
the needs of practitioners rather than be- 
ginners, the workshop required fellows to 
present а work-in-progress and discuss 
problems related to the work and their 
personal poetics, in addition to the usual 
finished original work to be critiqued. 

Likhaan's 45th writers workshop was 
sponsored by UP Diliman chancellor Ser- 
gio S. Cao. In recognition of its impor- 
tance, not just for the university but for the 
country’s literary community, all Diliman 
chancellors, from Roger Posadas onward, 
have sponsored the activity. This year, ad- 
ditional funding was sought from the Na- 
tional Commission for Culture and the 
‘Arts. The NCCAS Committee on the Liter- 
ary Arts, under the leadership of Lito Zu- 
lueta, is working for the institutionalizing 
of support for both national and regional 
writing workshops. The Likhaan Work- 
shop, with its new format, is being consid- 
егей аз а possible model 

One of the things which distinguishes 
the Likhaan Workshop from other nation- 
al writing workshops is Из teaching panel, 


ian 
(vento) Liza Magtoto (drama), Allan 
рет (drama) 


JOEL Toledo (poetry), Imo Quibil 


рүү 


THE FELLOWS take a brealc (clockwise from left front) Bernice Roldan, Allan Lopez, Paolo Manalo, Joel Toledo, Imo Quibilan, 


Lourd de Veyra, Emong de Borja 


which is composed of the institute's own 
associates, advisers and national fellows, 
all of them members of the UP faculty, and 
much-awarded writers. This year, І was 
appointed by ICW director Vim Nadera to 
direct the workshop since 1 had a hand in 
‘conceptualizing it. Others members of the. 
distinguished panel were Vim himself of 
course, National Artist Rio Alma, Ramon 
Magsaysay awardee Bien Lumbera, uni- 
versity professor Jimmy Abad, UP Min- 
danao chancellor Ricky de Ungria, Carlos 
Palanca Hall of Fame awardees Butch Dal- 
isay and Rene Villanueva, Joi Barrios, Lilia 
Quindoza Santiago, Jun Cruz Reyes, and 
Charlson Ong. (Not present this time for 
various reasons were Amelia Lapeña- 
Bonifacio, Neil Garcia, Carla Pacis and 
Marra Lanot.) 

‘Another quality is its varying formats. 
Earlier workshops were multilingual, in- 
cluded experimental genres, and featured 
both parallel and plenary sessions, and 
public lectures by selected panelists. 


Bienvenido Lumbera, Gemino H. Abad; 


Jun Cruz Reyes 


Downsized 

Downsized nowto one week and 12 fel- 
lowships (from two weeks and 20 fellow- 
ships), the workshop is necessarily more 
competitive. It is open, not just to former 
UP fellows (like Kumustahan, the writers’ 
seminar held by Likhaan in Tagaytay in 
2003), but to all writers in English or Fil- 
ipino who meet the requirements. For the 
first time, creative nonfiction was includ- 
ed among the categories; and the wor 
shop contained an additional outreach 
module, a seminar for teachers on the 
writing and teaching of creative writing, 
held in collaboration with UP Baguio. The 
seminar was coordinated by Lilia. 

UP chancellor Precy Macansantos came 
to the welcome dinner at the hote! dining 
room with her husband, poet Butch 
Macansantos, and their daughter, Monica, а 
writer herself. She expressed surprise when 
she noted that some of the fellows seemed 
closer to her age than her daughters. 

We explained that this new workshop 
hopes to touch base with writers who may 


THE4SIH UP TON end 
APRIL 1-8, 2006 
PINES IEW HOTELBAGUO 
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THE TEACHING panel: (front) Charlson Ong, National Artist Virgilio S. Almario, 
(back) Jose У. Dalisay Jr., Rene О. 
Villanueva, UP Mindanao Chancellor Ricardo de Ungria, UP VP for Public Affairs 
Cristina Pantoja Hidalgo, Lilia Quindoza-Santiago, UP ICW director Vim Nadera, 


no longer have access to the peer support 
and peer review which they enjoyed 
while they were in academe, or who тау 
never have had that kind of access. We 
hope it will also encourage them to reflect 
on their work, who it's for, where its 
headed, what they think its importance is 
for other Filipinos and for the country. 50 
discussions don't focus too much on the 
individual work submitted but on larger 
issues which the work raises, although of 
course craft is not neglected. 

According to Vim, some beginning writ- 
ers are unhappy about this raising of the 
bar But as he says, “Its necessary 
Likhaan's mandate is to play a leadership 
role in the development of Philippine liter- 
ature.” 

Thus the panel considered the presen- 
tation by the fellows more important than 
the individual workshops. Lourd de Veyra 
(lead singer of rock band Radioactive Sa- 
go Project) presented a stirring manifesto 
for his alternative poetry. Paolo Manalo, 
(controversial award-winning author of 
"Jolography") presented a complex para- 


doxical framework for his interest in pop- 
ular culture and his linguistic experi- 
ments. 

Playwright Allan Lopez raised some 
eyebrows with his Pinoy version of theater 
of cruelty. Raymond de Borjas attempts to 
marry the precision of science with the el- 
egance of art elicited praise, as did Joel 
Toledo's exquisitely fashioned quiet poet- 


Mario Miclats impassioned narrative of 
the painful landscape that the politically 
engaged memoir writer must navigate in a 
troubled time drew tears from both fel- 
lows and panelists. As did Virginia Vil- 
lanueva's more quiet account of the many 
contradictions of her life as a medical doc- 
tor and a Christian in war-torn Jolo, where 
she is also a Tausug princess by birth, 

The other presentations included two 
оп innovative fiction by Zosimo Quibilan 
and Jimmuel Naval; one on realist fiction 
by Berenice Roldan; and one on collective 
drama by Liza Magtoto. 


Fine wine and banter 

“Baka puwede na rin kaming mag-fel- 
lows next time,” Delfin Tolentino joked as 
he and Ben Tapang served us fine wine, 

t food, haunting music, and the lovely 
ambiance of his hilltop home. And consid- 
ering how much a part of the workshop 
this evening in his home has become, he 
might as well be one. 

For fun night, panel and fellows headed 
for Maela 10505 wind-swept Villa Ro- 
mana, perched on the winding road lead- 
ing to Ambuklaw Dam, for the traditional 
Fellows’ Night. It had been the Workshop 
venue some years back, but at that time, 
irs cozy coffee shop with that startling 
view of the surrounding mountains did 
not exist. The real surprise of the evening 
though was the appearance of her hus- 
band, rock icon Joey "Pepe" Smith, and 
the three songs he consented to sing, to 
the joy ofthe star-struck writers. Also star- 
struck were the workshop staff, all profes- 
sional writers and former fellows them- 
selves—Marby Villaceran (ICW deputy-di- 
rector), Ralph Galan, Migs Villanueva, 
and Tony Serrano--and guest writers 15- 
abelita Reyes, Tara FT Sering, and Nerissa 
Guevara. 

Another bonus was the launching of 
Rio Ата new book at UP Baguio. "Sone- 
tos Postumo” is richly illustrated with the 
marvelous paintings of the late Ang Kiu 
Kok, contains translations into English of 
Rio's poems by another gifted poet, 
Мате Kilates, and is designed by yet an- 
other poet and artist, Fidel Rillo. And the 
launching price was an incredibly P500! 

But the workshop's tight schedule left 
us little time for the usual trips to Café by 
the Ruins for the wonderful soups and sal- 
ads, the fresh lumpia and the homemade 
bacon; the bowls of fresh strawberries and 
pots of ginger tea; or to ukay-ukay or 
ау; or to Pilgrim's Café, at the corner ol 
Leonard Wood and Brent Drive, to listen to 
our old friends, the band On Call, and Ivan 
singing Broadway hits. Never mind. We 
were really there for some serious work. 

During the Workshop's candle-lit clos 
ing rites, І thought Td answer one of the 
fellows’ questions: "You were worried! 
about whether you had met our expecta 
tions, You did that, and more, You showed 
us the future of Philippine literature. And 
we are content.” 


MONDAY, MAY 15,2006 


THE DARK alley attests to the dim situation of the present. But the bright side still shines in anticipation ofa better future. 
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THEWINDOWS 
have tobe 
reinforced and 
repaired every now 
and then. A better 
material must be 
purchased for the 
windows to 
withstand the 
stormy weather оп 
the sland, 


‘ST. BATHOLOMEW Academy's facade. Its original buildings have 


long been gone. The one standing was built in 1979. 


School in Babuyan islands needs he 


the Dominican friars of the 

Philippines administer a high 
school on the remote island of 
Calayan, which is among the 
Babuyan group on the northern 
coast of Luzon. 

The island is 6-8 hours by boat from main- 
land Luzon. The boat trips are occasional, аз 
weather conditions are unpredictable. There 
are no air services. 

"The high school is called St. Bartholomew 
‘Academy. It has been in existence since 1958. 

‘The Catholic school was established at the 
request of the people of the island, and its op- 
eration has always been considered an apos- 
tolate of Dominicans to open educational op- 
portunities for the people. 

‘The families for the most part, are engaged 
in subsistence farming and fishing. The re- 
moteness of the island and their consequent 
neglect in development, the large number of 
children in almost all of the families, and the 
realization on the part of the people of the 
“dead-end” character of farming and fishing 
as a source of livelihood have created an 
awareness of the need for education as a way 
of opening greater opportunities for their 
children. 

Consequently the people have been eager 
to send their children to school, and over the. 
years the results have been very gratifying, 

Many of the graduates have secured good 
Jobs they would otherwise not have been able 
to get. Also, they have values that mark them 
out as good citizens and responsible parents. 

After graduating from high school, many 
have gone to the mainland for college educa- 
tion. They have either gained employment 
elsewhere or returned to the island to work in 
local government jobs. This has helped raise 
the general condition in ће islands. 

Unfortunately, St. Bartholomew Academy 
now faces two problems that threaten its own 
existence. 

Initially Фе school 
through gifts and do- 
nations from various 
benefactors, with the 
local people provid- 
ing a good deal of la- 
bor in the construc- 
tion. But the people 
have only limited in- 
come so they have 
not been able to raise 
money to maintain 
the school. 

The first problem 
is the physical condi- 
tion of the building. 
The building is quite 
old. Constant salt- 
laden sea breeze and 
annual exposure to 
storms that hit the is- 
lands, which аге 
along the typhoon 
belt, have rendered 
the school in a seri- 
ous state of disrepair 

The second prob- 
lem is providing ade- 
quate compensation 
for the teachers. The 
only source of funds 
for the payment of 
salaries for the staff 
comes from the tu- 
ition paid by the stu- 
dents. For the most 
part, the parents 
have a difficulty in 
paying the tuition. 

"he tuition fee is 
P4,000, and the high- 
estpaid teacher re- 
ceives P3975 рег 
month while the low- 
estpaid _ receives 
P1,000. The total 
monthly ^ payroll 
amounting to 
P29,962 is distribut- 
ed among 12 teach- 
ers. 

1f tuition is raised 
to provide the added 
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was constructed 


compensation to the teachers, many parents 
will be unable to support their children's edu- 
cation. This dilemma leads to a situation of in- 
stability for both students and the teachers. 

Some students had dropped out. Some 
teachers had left the school for better 
salaries. 

To address the problems, the Dominican 
administrators have launched a campaign 
which seeks to raise $50,000 to rehabilitate 
the classrooms and construct facilities of the 
mission high school. The campaign also seeks 
to set up a subsidy for teachers’ salaries 
($10,000 per year for the next five years, or 
$50,000). 

Donors are requested that the amount for 
both initiatives be an outright grant. This 
would be regarded as an investment in the fu- 
ture of the young people of the island. 

in the next five years, the administrators. 
will exert efforts to seek other funds to estab- 
lish a permanent foundation from which the 
subsidy for teachers salaries can be sourced. 

Donors may send their assistance to: Land 
Bank (account name, St. Bartholomew 
Academy: account number, 0861-1285-80). 

Donors may або сай Fr Dennis E. 
Maquiraya, ОР, of the Calayan mission, 
0921-2994652. 

In Manila, donors may contact: Br. Jeff Ay- 
tona, ОВ tel. 7126275 or 7437758; and Fr. 
Raymund José, OP tel. 7313125. 


DILAPIDATED roof provides more danger 
than shelter. 


SCHOOL bell calling 


students and alumni alike. 


Your baby cones To rind with 
babyflo babycare product's. з 
Made fron Fhe choicest naferials and passed 
The most stringent of Tests, our products: 
are proven safe, hypo-dlengenic. and non-toxic. 
А guarantee Gf qudity and care That's ҺОМ 
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SEAIR SUMMER TIP #11 


Y. tips to help you get the most out of summer 


a 


popular beach destinations and 


thelr relative travel time from metro manila? 


Batangas = 3 hours up 
Boracay = 35 minutes 
Cavite =2 hours 

Launion =5 hours 

Pogudpod = 10hours 

Sorsogon = 10 hours 

Sable 23 hours 


nd relaxe 


flying gets you to the beach faster with less stress than driving for hours; 
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SOUTH EAST ASIAN AIRLINES, 


NAGUIB Mahfouz 


pu 


аг ы 


aem eme 


* 


Deal with your bills in one shot 


with. BILLS Ф PAY 


For inquiries, call our 24-hour Customer Service Hotline at 8-700-700. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE 
N aguib Mahfouz, Nobel laureate 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MODERN 
Egyptian novel is largely reflected in the work 
of Naguib Mahfouz, the first writer in Arabic 
to receive the Nobel Prize for Literature in 
1988. 

‘Mahfouz was born in the Gamaliya quarter 
of Cairo on Dec. 11, 1911. He has published 
over 30 novels. 

The PowerBooks Award Winner Feature for 
the month of May declares himself to be the “son 
of two civilizations”: first, of the 7,000-year-old 
“Pharaonic” civilization and, second, of the 
1,400 year-old Islamic civilization. He has used 
both cultures asa subject and setting for his vari- 
ous works. 

"His first published book was a translation 
of James Baikie's concise history of Ancient 
Egypt ("Misr Al-Qadimah,” 1932), published 
by the periodical Al-Majalah Al-Jadidah (The 
New Magazine). Mahfouz's first published 
novel was the 1939 "Араф al-Aqdar” (Ironies 
of Fate), dealing with “the malediction of Ra.” 
It was followed by two other historical novels 
about ancient Egypt. 

After the series of historical books, the author 


‘sed by Movobank Card Crpratn, ajoit venue ot EBAIMIETROBANK га ANZ 


tumed to telling stories of his own era. “Khan al- 

Khalil” (1945) is a record of modem Cairo, 
c ei Runde ee 
“Zugag al-midagg” (Midaq Alley), after a street 
in Cairo. 

The work that brought Naguib Mahfouz uni- 
versal fame was the realistic masterpiece “al- 
Thulathiyya" (Cairo Trilogy), which includes 
“Baynakgasaya" (Palace Walk, 1956), “Qasr al- 
shawq" (Palace of Desire, 1957), and “al 
Sukiariya" (Sugar Street, 1957) 

One of Mahfouzs works, “Children of 
Gebelawi,” was banned in Egypt for alleged 
blasphemy. In 1994, some extremists at- 
tempted to assassinate the 82-year-old novel- 
ist outside his Cairo home. The Nobel Prize 
laureate now lives under constant bodyguard 
protection. 

PowerBooks Specialty Store is a complete 
one-stop bookstore with branches at Green- 
belt 4 (7576428 to 29); Megamall (6352898 
to 99); Alabang Town Center (8505662-63); 
Glorietta (7527075), | Shangri-La 
(6380023/25); and Robinson's Place Ermita 
(5233334/ 5243448) 
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Rebate promo 


Enjoy more value for 
your purchases! 


Simply fill out the BILLS2PAY 
enrollment form from any Metrobank branch 


and fax to 8-700- 


puru 


(For new m pns only) 


SKYCABLE 


You're in good hands with бйметковлнк 
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PURCHASE ALL 
your office and 
school supplies, 
bestsellers and 
textbooks, and 
get a great treat. 
The country's 
national book- 
store gives cus- 
tomers тоге 
value for their 
money via its 
Rebate Promo. 
Every _ purchase 
worth P500, single 
receipt, made until 
May 14 in any Na- 
tional Book Store 
branch nationwide, 
entitles customers to 
a PIO rebate in the 
form of a Rebate Gift 
Voucher. These can 
be collected and used 
to purchase your oth- 
er required items at 
National Book Store. 
Only receipts dat- 
ed April 15-May 14, 
2006, are valid for 
the rebate. To claim 
your voucher, sim- 
ply present the re- 
ceipts as proof of 
purchase at the Cus- 
tomer | Service 
Counter of the 
branch where the 
purchase or pur- 
chases were made. 


Outspoken 
essays... 


From page F2 


Aquino administra- 
tion, but under José's 
pen, he was the social 
reformer—a side few 
people remember. 

The National Arist. 
also focuses on busi- 
nessman Alfonso Yu- 
chengco and Josés 
personal knowledge 
of the man shows ап 
appreciative view of 
the former ambas- 
sador. 

Butsome of the un- 
forgettable essays іп 
this collection are the 
ones that are loosely 
fitted in the sections. 
Scattered here and 
there are the author's 
adventures, misad- 
ventures, and obser- 
vations on food, cul- 
ture, writing, educa- 
tion, and history 
They are entertaining 
and meaningful mus- 
ings of his years of 
travel and association 
with different people. 

The most telling 
essays in "Heroes... 
and Termites..." are 
those confronting 
Philippine problems. 
José, admittedly, is 
critical of the Fil 
ipinos for not wisely 
exploiting ^ natural 
and other resources 
that can uplift our 
economy; for pander- 
ing to” politicians 
rather than emulat- 
ing national heroes; 
for being nationalists 
but in an inward way 
that, as José says, 
"protect inefficient in- 
dustries and monopo- 
lies"; and for losing 
their ethical moor- 
ings. 

In the last essay 
“Why We Are Poor,” 
José offers two solu- 
tions for our country’s 
malaise: a nationalist 
education and a revo- 
tution, 

All in all, this book 
is a must-read. It is 
not just a compilation 
ofimpressions and re- 
flections. іза revela- 
tion for all—from the 
ordinary Filipino to 
the top politician who 
sits at the helm of the 
nation, and to the 
reader who helps in 
the development of 
the country. It also an- 
swers a simple ques- 
tion, one that Fil- 
ipinos have always 
failed to face. 

Why are we poor? 
It is because of our 
own fault. 
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FROM GOLDILOCKS, GIFTS OF INNOVATION 
Through the ycars, Goldilocks has committed itself to giving the Filipino 
family the gift of innovation: new products and services that celebrate 

the Filipino palate and food traditions. No wonder Goldilocks has stayed 
at the forefront of the industry. 


Licensed Popular Cartoon Characters. The first bakeshop to introduce fully 
licensed Cartoon Network characters. Even Pinoy fun herocs like 
Panday and Darna. 


Pinoydcli, Pinoy Ulam. Introduced in 2005. Ready-to-serve, 
ready-to-eat Pinoy comfort food in convenient packs: dinuguan, 
lechon paksiw and bopis. And more coming up soon with 

the same delicious taste of freshly prepared Pinoy food. 


Go for health? Co Lite! 

Recently launched a range of Go-Lite products: 
Sugar-free Mamon, Mango Mousse Lite, 
Vanilla Cake Lite and Sugar-free Ensaymada. 


Decorate Your Cake! 
A fun bonding activity for moms and their kids. 
Available in key Goldilocks outlets. 


A Career Path for Young Bakers 
‘To encourage future bakers and open carcer paths in baking, 
Goldilocks launched the first Inter-Collegiate Cake Decorating Challenge in March 2006. 


Return of the Nclusko Cake and other Classics 
... Such as Pineapple Upside Down Cake. 
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Here's to many more years of Friendship and Partnership! Happy 40th Birthday, C Н 
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The first bakeshop in the Philippines 
to sell rolls in specially designed long 
boxes, The plastic roll bags, on the other 
hand, were originated by Goldilocks and 
have become the standard for plastic roll 
bag packaging in the country. 


First to innovate 

packaging for Crema de 
Fruta in the Philippines. 
Inspired by a Spanish 3. 
recipe, it is now considered re 
a Filipino ‘original’. 
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Goldilocks store i 4, 
‚ openedon May y 
i 15,1966 at 2300 5 
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Chocolate Mousse апа 4 d ; è СЕН ) | = e NM, Е 
Black Forest Premium ў М a aede етуу 27 
Cakes were inspired, бу” expünded to catering 
baking trends abroad and 


за services and full meals 
adapted to Filipino taste, and merienda choices 


with the Pinoy palate in 


different flavors were 
among Goldilocks” 
. first products, 
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Goldilocks was one of | Winner, Most > 
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- foreign shores, opening E CEN р Franchise of the Year HALL, 
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ROSH meets rol 


поо continents. In the 70's, а boy celebrated 
his birthday with a Goldilocks ; 
Batman-themed оле. 20 years later, his 
sitter (who had moved to Canada) ordered 
a replica of the cake for her own son's 
birthday. Goldilocks recreated the cake, 
using only an old snapshot. 
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SUNT й 


Hall-of- Fame Awardee as 
Most Outstanding Bakeshop 

*. from the Consumers Union 
Of the Philippines. 


Five-time Parangal ng 
Bayan winner for Most 
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Goldilocks Bitbit Packs: 


Goldilocks Fresh Bake, the Ist 
Filipino bread line to receive the 
Department of Health's Sangkap 
Pinoy seal, affirming that 

~ Goldilocks products meet, even 
exceed, government standards 


Goldilocks 
introduced} 
bromate-free bread 


ahead of government 
legislation. 


How thoughifal How Pinoy! 
Based on the Filipino 

tradition of pasalubongand ` 
the Filipino value of sharing, ` 
а йді” contains favorite. 
snacks or cakes in individual « 


Jor vitamin fortification. 
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packs for family membersto | 
share and enjoy. 3 
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Pilipinas inthe US do 
not have to miss outon 
‘Christmas traditions 
"Like Noche Buena. 
Sweet ham, stuffed 

“chicken, puto, cakes 

f and rolls are all offered 
inthe US. stores, o 
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Goldilocks recently - 
launched its delivery 
“ service Handa Line 
"889.999 lsang ~ 
tawag lang, handa na! 
аўра omen 


For Goldilocks, Christmas season 
extends from December 16-21, 
with volume surging by 300% 
and all of its the plants operating 
24 hours a day, үз: 
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‘As part of its school nutrition 


program, USAID accredited As they entered the Philippine 
Goldilocks to produce Nutribuns in marker, famous fastfood chains 
whe late 60'5- mid 70's. They were aes 
produced daily at the Pasong Tamo Burger. es 8. d ад 
Makati plant Partnered wii lı Goldilocks to 
produce their burger buns. 
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In May 2006, its Food "E y 

Processing Plant will be і One of the first 100 қ | а 

awarded the Triple-A f companies in the country to Coldilocks has provided 

rating by the National 1 get CMP and SSOP (Good catering services for many Wy 

Meat Inspection Services, a ү Manufacturing Practices and foreign dignitaries, among ™ 

a { Standard Sanitation them was the wellloved jp 
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One unusual order ever 


ME on bd 
Di know that the name Goldilocks was chosen because it suggested lı са miitirc coke renee 
стам erity? А nd luck it was that the two sisters who started the жне зу; e prng 
Ж ; | s a 3 в 
ап а si оттоп passion: baking. One of them was a nurse who loved to m Thee Bow cd 
share ў her - who was in banking and finance - Ip е -,_ not be brought inside the 
and cook, while the other иго Wali мы ved to bake and а building asthe cake could 
decorate cakes. With their sister-in-law who was also fond of decorating cakes o notfithrough the door! 
they put up their first bakeshop in a one-door apartment along Pasong Tamo, і Е a В 
Makati City. 
idilocks Bakeshop spans 40 years, marked by ma The bestsellers in the US and 
The story у d important milestones. аа Canada are the same bestsellers in 
achievements а the Philippines: fresh lumpia, 
мены кы Жаса тазамын Sabik раан ang 
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Exclusively Distributed by: 

Link Import Export Enterprise, Inc. 

420 Urbiztondo St., Binondo, Manila ` 
"Email:linkieei()compass.com.ph. y 
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Finally, 
Our Very 
Own Birthday Song! 


What's a birthday celebration without 
a birthday cake... and a birthday song? 
Araw Mo is Goldilocks' gift to all 
Filipino birthday celebrants. 

An original Filipino composition that 
will hopefully replace the foreign ditty 
that we've always sung, Araw Mo 
best reflects our decpest sentiments, 
our unique way of greeting 

our loved ones оп 

their birthday. 


Performed by Nina. 


Pag-da-tingmo | sa a- ting mun - do 


Na- la-tan-da-an, | Di ma-li - li-mu-tan, Kal - lan тап, kal - lan man, 


a-raw na Чо__ Pag-da-ting то sa Би - hay ko, 


La- hat su-ma-ya, Bu-hay Жоу nag-i-ba, 


ting то $a at- ing mun - do. 


Hap-py birth day! 


Guitar Instrumental 


Na - fa - tan - da - an Di ma-li- — li- mu-tan wish you а hap ~ py birth 


ру = 
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By buying this exclusive CD, you add life їо L.I.F.E. 
(Leukemic Indigents Funds Endowment) & to 
UNICEF (United Nations Children's Fund), 

two non-profit organizations committed 

not only to improving the lives of our under- 
privileged children but to creating a future where 


the sun shines brighter and hope is never dimmed. 
Thank you very much for being part of it. 


: Leukemic Indigents Fund Endowment 


Text GOLDILOCKS to 2346 to download your FREE* "Araw Mo" Ring Tone by Nina 
registration required | (P2.50/ Таў йы. 
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